
Official Rules and Entry Requirements 

WHO WE ARE 
The African American Cultural Society, Inc. (AACS) is a federally registered 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. For the past 30 years, the AACS has been a significant provider of arts, culture, 
and history to our county. At the core of its mission, the AACS is committed to improving 
relations between all people by promoting a greater understanding of the people of the African 
Diaspora through the programs we provide, and by communicating truths about our shared 
history.  Through our programs, diverse groups have the opportunity to participate in 
enrichment activities and social interactions for their mutual enjoyment.  They learn that we are 
all interwoven; we are a minute part of the fabric of society. Our health, happiness, and 
prosperity as a people, as a community, as a nation, and as a world, are dependent upon the 
success of the least of us, rather than the richest or most famous among us.  Interacting within 
such diverse environments expands our community!s knowledge, helps us understand what 
binds us, and allows us to appreciate what differentiates us. 

To this end, AACS applied and received the Smithsonian/Florida Humanities Council Museum 
on Main Street (MoMS) Grant from the Florida Humanities Council to host the Smithsonian 
Water/Ways Exhibition. The goal of the African American Cultural Society is simple: Use the 
exhibit, and its investigation of how water connects life, as a mechanism to increase dialogue 
and engagement across the many cultural and ethnic groups that call Flagler County home. 
To learn more about The African American Cultural Society, Inc. go to our website. 

About the Smithsonian Museum on Main Street Water/Ways Traveling Exhibition 

The Smithsonian!s Water/Ways exhibition dives into water -- an essential component of life on 
our planet, environmentally, culturally, and historically.  In societies across the globe, water 
serves as a source of peace and contemplation. Many faiths revere water as a sacred symbol. 
Authors and artists are inspired by the complex character of water – a substance that is 
seemingly soft and graceful that is yet a powerful and nearly unstoppable force. 

Water also plays a practical role in American society. The availability of water affected 
settlement and migration patterns. Access to water and control of water resources have long 
been a central part of political and economic planning. Human creativity and resourcefulness 
provide new ways of protecting water resources and renewing respect for the natural 
environment. 

Visit the Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit site to watch the inspiring trailer and read the 
Water/Ways press release. 

https://aacspalmcoast.org
https://www.sites.si.edu/s/topic/0TO36000000L5MjGAK/waterways
https://youtu.be/HsqGa6yIy4g
https://sites.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/%252336000000YS1w/a/360000005wRD/O9IaiV0DaE4ESaelAbzKNUHbZ8hGZhztDXHOBQkxE3w
https://sites.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/#36000000YS1w/a/360000005wRD/O9IaiV0DaE4ESaelAbzKNUHbZ8hGZhztDXHOBQkxE3w
https://sites.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/#36000000YS1w/a/360000005wRD/O9IaiV0DaE4ESaelAbzKNUHbZ8hGZhztDXHOBQkxE3w


EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION 
The AACS local exhibit will be displayed alongside The Smithsonian Museum on Main Street 
Traveling Exhibit "Water/Ways” from July 9 - September 3, 2022.  The deadline for 
submissions is March 15, 2022.  This juried exhibit is open to performing and visual artists 
working in any media and collectors. The local exhibit!s theme,#"River to River: From The 
Nile to The St. Johns,” focuses on our collective, cultural and personal interactions with, uses 
of, and beliefs about water and its significance to our lives. 

All life needs freshwater to survive and thrive. From microbes to dinosaurs in ancient times to 
people in the present-day world, fresh water is needed for all things involved in living. It is no 
surprise that since the times of early humans, they established their living areas along or next 
to freshwater bodies. There is no better proof that that is still true today than looking at this 
composite satellite photograph of all the Earth at night and noticing the Nile River in Egypt. 
From Cairo southward, along the river, in the desert, there are lights of human habitation.  

The Nile River flows northward for 4,160 miles from east-central Africa to the Mediterranean.   
Its waters were essential to the rise of one of the world!s earliest great civilizations.  The Nile 
provided ancient Egypt with fertile soil and water for irrigation, as well as a means of 
transporting materials for building projects. Its vital waters enabled cities to sprout in the midst 
of a desert.  In order to benefit from the Nile, people who lived along its banks had to figure out 
how to cope with the river!s annual flooding. They also developed new skills and technology, 
from agriculture to boat and shipbuilding. The Nile even played a role in the construction of the 
pyramids, the massive marvels that are among the most recognizable reminders of their 
civilization. Beyond practical matters, the vast river had a profound influence upon the ancient 
Egyptians!#view of themselves and their world and shaped their religion and culture. 

The St. Johns River is the longest river in the U.S. state of Florida and its most significant one 
for commercial and recreational use. At 310 miles long, it flows north and winds through or 
borders twelve counties.  Historically, a variety of people have lived on or near the St. Johns, 
including Paleoindians, Archaic people, Timucua, Mocama, French, Spanish, and British 
colonists, Seminoles, slaves and freemen, Florida crackers, land developers, tourists, and 
retirees. It has been the subject of William Bartram!s journals, Harriet Beecher Stowe!s letters 
home, and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings!#books. In the year 2000, 3.5 million people lived within 
the various watersheds that feed into the St. Johns River. With the growth of the American 
population in the 20th century, the St. Johns, like many Florida rivers, was altered to make way 
for agricultural and residential centers, suffering severe pollution and redirection that has 
diminished its ecosystem. The St. Johns, named one of 14 American Heritage Rivers in 1998, 
was number 6 on a list of America's Ten Most Endangered Rivers in 2008. Restoration efforts 
are underway for the basins around the St. Johns as Florida's population continues to 
increase.   
The St. Johns River is the longest river in Florida, flowing 310 miles north from its 
Headwaters at Blue Cypress Lake in Indian River County to its mouth where it empties into the 
Atlantic ocean east of Jacksonville. ... This slow drop in elevation, makes it one of the "laziest” 



river in the world. The St. Johns was formed approximately 100,000 years ago after land rose 
along the coast and trapped a portion of the sea inland. However, the river did not take on its 
current form until only about 5,000-7,500 years ago, after the Mediterranean sea began to 
rise. 

Questions to Inspire 
● How do Americans use water? How is water represented in our society? In what ways 

do we use water as a symbol? 
● How does water unite communities? How does conflict over water emerge and how do 

communities resolve it? 
● How does water affect the way we live, work, worship, create and play? 
● How do we care for water and sustain it for the future? 

ELIGIBILITY AND RESTRICTIONS (for artists): The competition is open to all artists, 18 
years of age or older, working in all media. There is no entry fee. 

All forms of painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, graphics, digital and installation art, etc. 
are eligible. Wall-mounted works must not be taller than 96" no wider than 120".  Sculptural 
work must fit through a standard height, 70" wide entry doorway. 

Performing artists, including poets, actors, dancers, and musicians are also eligible and are 
expected to submit a recording of their performance for judging.  

ELIGIBILITY AND RESTRICTIONS (for collectors): The exhibit also seeks collections that 
include, but are not limited to, artifacts, photographs, literature, recorded stories, videos, realia, 
or memorabilia that depict water!s importance to our existence, day-to-day lives, shared 
experiences, and cultural histories. If you have questions about the appropriateness of your 
items, please complete this form. 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

The following file types are supported: documents, PDF, video, presentation, drawing, image, 
and audio. You can submit up to 3 files. The maximum file size is 1GB. Works, including 
recordings, larger than 1GB will need to be shared via YouTube or a website URL.  

The attached image file(s) must be in JPG, PNG, or GIF format.  Images may also be posted 
to a dedicated web page and a link provided to the page. Web page images should not be 
download restricted. Images should not be larger than 2500 pixels on the longest side.   
Once winners are announced, paintings, drawings, sculptures, photography, graphics, digital, 
and installation art should be physically delivered to: AACS - African American Cultural 
Center & Museum of Florida (AACS), 4422 North US -1, 32110-4358 

EXHIBITION AND TERMS:  Winning artists will be featured in a group exhibition at the African 
American Cultural Society, Inc. Cultural Center & Museum of Florida,  July 9 - September 3, 
2022. The exhibition will also be displayed on their website and social media sites. 

Disclaimers: The African American Cultural Society, Inc. Cultural Center & Museum of Florida 
is not responsible for incomplete or misdirected entries, technical or network malfunctions or 

https://aacspalmcoast.org/contact/
https://aacspalmcoast.org
https://aacspalmcoast.org/


failures, or causes beyond its control. Nothing in this agreement or the Design Competition 
commits the African American Cultural Society, Inc. Cultural Center & Museum of Florida to 
enter into a contract or award with any participant or for any services related to this Design 
Competition. The African American Cultural Society, Inc. Cultural Center & Museum of Florida 
reserves the right to cancel the Design Competition or modify these rules at any time for any 
reason at its discretion. As an example, in the event of a dispute regarding the winner, the 
African American Cultural Society, Inc. Cultural Center & Museum of Florida reserves the right 
to award or not award the prizes at its sole discretion. 

IMAGE USE / COPYRIGHTS:  Artists retain all copyrights to submitted images and 
represented artwork.  Digital images submitted with artist entry are for exhibition selection only 
and will be deleted after completion of the selection process. By entering the competition, 
artists selected to exhibit grant the African American Cultural Society, Inc. Cultural Center & 
Museum of Florida rights to use the selected image(s) on printed materials and the 
organization!s website for promotional purposes only. The African American Cultural Society, 
Inc. Cultural Center & Museum of Florida retains no copyrights to artists!#work.  Please print 
the copyright and liability release form, complete with signature, and upload the form here with 
your registration. Note: You will need to include Creative Commons designations for submitted 
work(s). 

AWARDS & HONORS: Creators of selected entries will receive a certificate, have their work 
and photo featured on the African American Cultural Society, Inc. Cultural Center & Museum of 
Florida website, and receive recognition in the printed program. 

NOTIFICATION:  Artists will be notified of acceptance or non-acceptance no later than March 
30, 2022. Notification will be made via email and by phone. 

PRIVACY POLICY: Artist contact information (address, telephone, etc.) is only held for the 
purpose of contacting selected artists and is not preserved in any database. Entry data and 
image files are deleted on the completion of the jury process. All artist emails will be added to 
our future events announcement email list.  Artists who do not wish to be on the email list may 
unsubscribe when they receive their email notification. 

DEADLINE: The deadline is March 15, 2022. Entries must be submitted via the Registration 
Form by midnight.  

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.179/s4j.c86.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Copyright-Liability-Release-Form.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFOd3HWN5d3d6Zwafg6wxTDC7OfenZfx4yalEoZqb1QUAYYQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFOd3HWN5d3d6Zwafg6wxTDC7OfenZfx4yalEoZqb1QUAYYQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFOd3HWN5d3d6Zwafg6wxTDC7OfenZfx4yalEoZqb1QUAYYQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFOd3HWN5d3d6Zwafg6wxTDC7OfenZfx4yalEoZqb1QUAYYQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1BFib3wHexAojftZ0arLJo5_vvqVYemuTQHt6r6osPqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1BFib3wHexAojftZ0arLJo5_vvqVYemuTQHt6r6osPqQ/edit?usp=sharing



