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Apostle Carlos White 
MLK Parade Marshal 2019.

Cindy’s Salon

Owner: Cindy Lewis

912-283-1441
2505-A Plant Avenue

Waycross
Hours: Mon-Thurs
8:00 am til 6:00 pm

Hair Care
Professionals

Private Parties

Meeting Rooms

Catering

2 8 5 - 3 3 0 0
504 E l izabeth St reet

Waycross

http://www.kdscafe.com
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Our cover painting, Happy Place was
painted by Linda Freeman.

Linda was born in Waycross, a graduate of
Ware County High, Grady Memorial Hospital
School of Nursing and Emory University. She is
married with 2 sons and 3 grandchildren.
Retired from the US Army and ultimately from
South Georgia State College.

Linda has always doodled and drawn
'things.' She started painting after meeting Bob
Ross and have been using acrylics and oils
ever since. She is a member of the Okefenokee
Heritage Center and the Art Guild and thor-
oughly enjoy being around these creative and
supportive individuals. 

Painting is like breathing, and she could not
exist without art in some form. Linda loves
watching You-Tube artist and Bob Ross
episodes that are still inspiring! Her email
address is freemanl_va@yahoo.com.

Satilla Faith
Channel

Now
24 hours a day
7 days a week

call 
912-287-0948

1503 Tebeau St. • Waycross 
www.musicfuneralhome.com

912-283-1414
Locally Owned & Operated by Rodney Music

Our chamber of commerce
welcomes Paige Taylor. Paige
is the new Membership
Manager and the daughter of
Ricky and Pam Taylor. Paige
recently graduated with a
BBA from Georgia Southern.
We wish you well!

Advertising Specialty Items
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Our friend, Terry Hansford very excited about a
birthday gift recently. Terry was a tobacco auc-
tioneer for over 30 years and his birth state is
Kentucky. A very special friend made the state of
Kentucky out of old tobacco sticks. Terry, happy
birthday!



WAYCROSS magazine

Congratulations to Jimmy Brantley for
his many years of service as a EMS
First Responder and a volunteer Fire
Fighter for Ware County. A job well
done!

Miles-Odum Funeral Home and Crematory
130 Screven Avenue • Waycross

www.milesodumfuneralhome.com
912-283-2525

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential
• Roll-Off
• Stationary Compactors

3473 Harris Road
Waycross
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Photo by Ronnie Coley

Son-in-law, John Williams and granddaughter,
Kathryn before the 2019 Peachtree Road Race.
Kathryn will be in the 8th grade this school year.
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721 Albany Avenue • 912-285-0287

Superior Customer Service

Where Hardware
Isn’t a Sideline

w w w. l e e h a r d w a r e a n d b u i l d i n g . c o m
LEE Industrial Supply • 1-877-588-4711

Lee Hardware
& BU I L D I N G SU P P L I E S

BOSTON MARATHON

Gina Howell would be experiencing her
very first Boston Marathon, her fourth
marathon overall. Veteran Tiffany Warren
would run her fourth Boston. This was the
123rd Boston race. Both Gina and Tiffany
are educators in the Ware County School
System. Both are members of our local
Okefenokee Track Club. 

Photos furnished by Mary Woodruff.

Gina Tiffany
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Moon Tree

Moon trees are trees grown from 500 seeds taken
into orbit around the Moon by Astronaut Stuart
Roosa during the Apollo 14 mission in 1971.

Pictured first, Rosemary, daughter of astronaut Roosa, Don Berryhill who
planted the Moon Tree and RESA’s Reba Smith who organized the re-dedication.
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Poetry Coffee House 2019

If you ever get the opportunity to be in the audience of a live show, you know
how moving that experience can be. Connecting to an artist either through a
poem, song, or spoken word can be its own kind of healing.
This year’s Poetry Coffee House (PCH) was an indescribable experience. The
venue, Plant 520, owned by Steve and Marla Howell, is a hidden gem in our little
town. Intimate and a historical showcase of our community, Plant 520 was the
perfect venue for PCH. Earlier this year as I was speaking with Marla about vari-
ous aspects of the space, she revealed to me that Plant 520 had served the city
under numerous identities. . . the old WAYX radio station, for starters. 

Louie Armstrong actually participated in an interview there and treated the lis-
teners to a song when he came to Waycross. I thought how fitting; these students
will be performing in the same room where Satchmo himself once performed.
How could I not use What a Wonderful World as the theme? 

The evening’s performances were not perfect or flawless; however, they were
brave. It takes enormous amounts of courage to stand in front of a crowd and re-
veal your inner most thoughts and feelings. The students performed spoken word,
songs by their favorite artists, original songs with music, and poems. I was very
proud of two of my own students from Ruskin Elementary School, Tatiana Keys
and Madison Bryant. Both of these brave young ladies performed original spoken
word pieces about why they feel like this planet we live on is in fact, wonderful.

The 2019 Poetry Coffee House line-up was as follows: The Triad (Dreama
Smart, Emily Gayle, and Mrs. C), Emily Hardee, Mabry Rigdon, 17 ( Kennedy
Brice, Marisa Nino, Lex Thornton), Kortney Tatum, Chad Connor, Casey
Brennan, Lynn Floyd, Emily Gayle, Olivia Williams, Savannah Bell, Kerrigan
Sweat, Dreama Smart, Ansley Johnson, Kendall Moore, Paige McKinney,
and Anna May. 

by Dana Lucas

Wiltronics

2500 Valdosta Road • Waycross

912-283-9459

Guitars • Amplifiers • Accessories
• We design, sell, & install sound
systems for churches, stadiums,

racetracks, & go cart tracks.
• We take PRIDE in the 

products we sell!
Since 1972



2019 Inductees • Ware County Sports Hall of Fame

Newest Sports Hall of Fame members l-r, McKinley Williams, Cedric Jones, Kelly Durham Brown, and Kennsel Bennett. Kathy Meeks
Love is in the middle. 

The Micky Rigsby Scholar Athlete winners
are Justin Lucas and Meleah Morton.
Both attend WCHS.

Photos by Gary Griffin

F. J. Beverly Beacon of Light Award
Fosteen Banks • Presented by Richard Young
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Picture by Bears Den Network

Mataea Boyd • 1,000 Points at WCHS

Congratulations! L-R, Kneeling: Landon Weathersby, Jakhorion Harris, Nicolas Fulford, Colin Waters, and Spencer Hutcheson.
2nd Row Coach Ron Spell, Seth Hunt, Spencer Hawkins, Patrick McDonald, Elijah Howard, Managers:Eli Metts and Zack
Duncan, Back Row: Ty Redick, Bennett Higginson,Henry Peagler, J'Shon Wilkerson, Jarvis Hayes, DJ Bell, and Trent Moody

Pierce County Middle School Boys 8th Grade Basketball Champions

Satilla Faith Cable Channel
Serving our friends and neighbors in Alma, Baxley, Blackshear,

Patterson and Waycross with the very best in Christian Programs 24/7.
912 -287-0948
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Congratulations!
Justyce Eason • 1,000 Points at WCHS

Our friend, Roy Colvin, is in his happy place. Roy grows squash, corn,
okra, peas and other delicious home grown vegetables. BTW, the squash
and sweet corn were delicious.

Congratulations to Priscilla Brown on her
retirement. Priscilla retires with 38 years and 10
months.

Congratulations to Lt. Joey Herrin on his retirment
May 31, 2019 with 28 years.

Congratulations to Lt. Roger Summerall on his
retirement May 31, 2019 with 31 years.

Congratulations!
WCHS athlete, Cornesha Cannady
wins the state title in the 5A High Jump. 
Shown with Cornesha is her coach,
Alesia Gibson.



“Ole Henry” is a sight to behold. The majestic 100+-year-old Black Oak stands in the middle of a farm, currently known as The
O’Steen Farm, on Cross Swamp Road in Patterson Georgia.

Ole Henry gets his name from William “Henry” Strickland, a sharecropper, who in 1954 moved his family to an old cracker-house;
which was located on the property owned by Foster O’Quinn.

During the summer, “Ole Henry” provided a canopy for shelling peas, shucking corn, picking peanuts and stringing tobacco grown
in the nearby fields. A wooden swing was hung from the main branch providing hours of fun for his visiting grandchildren. Some folks
still reminisce about the cane grindings that Mr. Henry, as he’s fondly remembered as, had with lots of folk music and plenty of coun-
try fixins’, but it’s the tree that gets most of the attention. 

Besides providing shelter for the now absent
farmhouse located on one side of the road, “Ole
Henry” is so enormous that its branches form
an arch; and end up dipping into another field
across the other side of the road. The arching
results in a natural forming tunnel for the local
traffic that uses Cross Swamp Road. 

Henry Strickland later moved his family into
another house located a few yards from the
original cracker-house but still managed to stay
close to the spectacular Black Oak. Mr. Henry
retired from farming around 1970 but continued
to live on the property until his death in 1975.
Soon after his death, his children, who were
now grown and with families of their own, relo-
cated his widow to St. Mary’s where they were
now living. 

Throughout the years, everyone traveling in
and out of Cross Swamp drives under this old tree in awe of its beauty. Among locals and those in the know, “Ole Henry” has become
a Patterson Photo Spot. 

Ole Henry is well up in age now, but he is still a handsome sight. Its root system stands a foot or two above the ground, and in
2015 his circumference was measured at 19 feet 2 inches. The tree’s span was calculated to be 121 feet from front to back. On No-
vember 22, 2015, “Ole Henry” was inducted into The Live Oak Society of the Louisiana Garden Club Federation as a Centenarian.
This honor is only bestowed upon Oak Trees which have been authenticated to be over 100 years of age. There are more than 8700
members, and Ole Henry is No. 7863.

Every year the grand finale of the Strickland Reunion is saying our Good-bye’s with pictures under the tree. Until next time!
Article and pictures provided by Henry Strickland’s grandchildren; Frank Tirrell and Dawn Strickland.

A Centenarian of Pierce County

Henry Strickland holding
his grandson, his wife Ella
to the his left and three of
his several children.

Henry’s two youngest
sons taking some R
& R just after moving
into the old house.
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Ole Henry
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Four of Henry’s Children:
Molly, Carlie, Charlie &
Farley Strickland. Ole Henry with Tollie,

Archie and Farley in 2014

Peanuts ready to be picked off the vines. A portion of the
old Cracker-house is shown in the background.



After 19 years of treatment at Wolfson Children’s Hospital, Madison Wade is one the 55 honorees in the 2019 Wolfson Children’s
Challenge

Madison Wade enjoys riding horses. She has grown up around horses at her family’s Southeast Georgia home, and she loves that
her gentle and loyal companions represent strength and adventure. “Riding my horse, Blue, is so much fun,” said Madison. “For me,
it’s an adrenalin rush, and it gives me a sense of freedom.”

Madison is comfortable in the saddle whether her horse is traveling at a quiet trot or a vigorous gallop. Because the 19-year-old
woman rides horses effortlessly, many would never suspect that Madison lives with cystic fibrosis (CF), a chronic lung disease that
complicates her life and threatens to block the active lifestyle that she so passionately enjoys.

“Madison is a very tough young woman,” said Gail Wade, Madison’s mother. “She rarely misses school, she doesn’t give up, and
she doesn’t live her life in a bubble.”

Madison, who is a student majoring in psychology at South Georgia State College and a graduate of Ware County High School, is
one of 55 children who was celebrated at the 10th annual Wolfson Children’s Challenge, scheduled early January, at The Baseball
Grounds of Jacksonville. The family-friendly fundraising
event brings individuals and teams of runners together to
hit the pavement in honor of the tens of thousands of chil-
dren who are cared for by Wolfson Children’s Hospital each
year. 

Gail Wade was pregnant with Madison when her daugh-
ter was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis, an inherited disease
that is passed down through families. Madison’s older
brother, Brent, also lives with CF, a disease caused by a
defective gene that makes the body produce abnormally
thick and sticky mucus. The mucus builds up in the breath-
ing passage of the lungs and the pancreas and results in
life-threatening lung infections and serious digestion prob-
lems.

Madison was born 10 weeks premature at a Jacksonville
hospital and then transferred to Wolfson Children’s Hospital
of Jacksonville as an infant. Until recently, when she transi-
tioned to adult care at the University of Florida, Madison came to Wolfson Children’s every two to three months for check-ups. With
treatment and the help of the medical team of specialists at Wolfson Children’s, Madison has learned how to manage to live with CF.
“No one knows I have CF unless I tell them,” said Madison. “CF is something I’ve had my entire life.”

When symptoms, such as coughing, difficulty breathing or eating, or fatigue would increase, Madison would stay at the hospital
where she received IV antibiotics to treat infections and other therapies to reduce the buildup of mucus in her lungs. While at Wolfson
Children’s, Madison enjoyed participating in the therapy programs including Art with a Heart, music therapy and pet therapy. Spend-
ing time at Wolfson Children’s has inspired Madison to pursue a career as a child life specialist.

“Everyone at Wolfson Children’s always went above and beyond to make me feel as if they had known me forever,” Madison said.
“They treated me just like family.” Gail Wade is grateful for the special care and attention Madison received at Wolfson Children’s.

“Everyone at Wolfson Children’s was so good to us,” Gail said. “They always remembered what Madison enjoyed, whether it was
horseback riding or sweet tea.”

Gail also appreciates the numerous hospital enhancements, such as the parents’ lounge, that have been designed over the years
for patient families’ comfort and convenience.

“Wolfson Children’s has been our home away from home for a long time,” Gail Wade said. “It’s the little things that mean so much
when you’re there. We are thankful that Wolfson Children’s Hospital is only an hour and a half from our home.”

Wolfson Children’s has the region’s most comprehensive lung and respiratory programs for children, and its team of pediatric pul-
monary specialists has extensive experience in successfully treating a wide range of conditions in infants to teens. Wolfson Children’s
is accredited by the American Association for Respiratory Care (AARC), which means qualified respiratory therapists provide care to
patients and follow a strict set of evidence-based protocols for patient safety. Wolfson Children's Hospital provides lung and respira-
tory services in partnership with Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jacksonville. Wolfson Children’s Hospital serves children from
North Florida, South Georgia and beyond. For additional information, please visit wolfsonchildrens.com.
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Teen equestrian living with cystic fibrosis finds strength in her love of horses.



The National Society of The Colonial Dames in the State of Georgia was chartered
February 26, 1894. This year, they are celebrating their 125th  anniversary. The Waycross
Town Committee was chartered in 1919, making the town committee charter 100 years old
this year! The NSCDA is an organization that actively promotes our country's National
Heritage through historic preservation, patriotic services, and educational projects.

Planting these Franklinia trees is a perfect way to celebrate the 125th anniversary of the
Georgia Dames! The Georgia Society insignia is a gold pin with the blossom of the
Franklinia tree. This small flowering tree, similar to a small dogwood tree, is a member of

the Camellia family. It was discovered by John Bar-
tram and his son, William, close to the mouth of the
Altamaha River near Darien Georgia in 1765. The
Bartrams named the tree for their good friend Ben-
jamin Franklin and for the Altamaha River! The only
natural sightings of the tree were in the state of Geor-
gia. The Franklinia is believed to have gone extinct in
the wild in the late 1700s. The actual cause of their
extinction remains a mystery.
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The Waycross Town Committee of The National Society of
The Colonial Dames of America in the State of Georgia

Gordonia Franklinia Alatamaha Tree Planting at Laura S. Walker Park.

Dames present include 1. Julie Barber 2. Gini Barker 3. Gay Darden 4. Rai Duane 5. Martha Fey 6. Cynthia Herrin 7. Harriette
Higginson 8. Barbara Miller 9. Molly Monroe 10. Dotty Porter 11. Leigh Ratliff 12. Tracy Saussy 13. Nina Searcy 14. Gloria Thomas
and 15. Bunny Winge.       Not in order

Left is incoming Chair, Barbara
Miller and current chair Molly
Monroe.

Horticulture Instructor for Coastal Pines Technical College, Mark Deal was entrusted with the Franklinia our State President pre-
sented to the Waycross Town Committee. He watched over it for 11 months, keeping it healthy and growing.  Also, thanks to a former
Town Chair, Harriette Higginson for her generosity in donating two additional Franklinia trees for this planting. 

With recognition and true appreciation, the 125th Celebration Chairs Dottie Porter and Barbara Miller have worked tirelessly to
make this celebration year filled with wonderful events and fond memories. Thank you.



WAYCROSS magazine

The Town Committee chose to plant the trees at LSW State
Park because Mrs. Walker was a founding member of the Way-
cross Town Committee. She is renowned for many achievements,
one being her tireless interest in forestry and park conservation.
Many influential residents of the state of Georgia including Sena-
tors, sought to recognize Laura Walker for her work. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued a proclamation and named Laura S.
Walker Park in her honor. At that time, Mrs. Walker was the only
living person and the first woman for who a state park was named.
In attendance was Gay Darden fellow Dame and great, great
niece of Laura Walker at the tree planting. Mrs. Walker's insignia
badge was believed to have been lost, but it was located and given
to Gay by the Waycross Town Committee a few years ago. In addi-
tion, thank you to Historical Activities Chair Cynthia Herrin and to
past Town Chair, Julie Barber, whose initiative brought about the
planting of 11 Franklinia trees in Waycross and the surrounding
area. They are proud to be a part of "Returning the Franklinia to
Georgia!" Many thanks to the members of the Friends of Laura S.
Walker State Park who were in attendance.

A special  thank you to Laura S. Walker State Park Manager,
David Jordan. David and his staff have worked tirelessly to help
the Waycross Dames in the planting of the trees: from helping to
find the perfect place for the tree's home in the park, sending out
invitations, providing a map and directions, prepping the planting
site and providing cabin 3 for the group’s convenience. David,
thank you for your efforts! You have been wonderful to work with
on this project, and the Waycross Dames are most grateful. 

Upper left is a portrait of
Laura S. Walker.

To the right is Don Berryhill
as he is standing by the 3
trees. Don has done so
much for our community. 
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Detective Sergeant Teresa Grant - 33+ years

Chief Tony Tanner - 32 years

Detective Larry Hill - 25+ years

Teresa, Larry and Tony have served the citizens of our
community with the best in public service. We wish you all well!

Teresa will continue her community service as a School
Resource Officer (SRO) at Williams Heights Elementary and
Larry will work at Ware County High School.

Pictures provided by Sandi Aldridge, 
Waycross Police Dept.
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Gator Guns are Back 2 Back 2 Back State AAAAA Riflery Champions

Laci Jewell

Congratulations to Laci Jewell. She is this
year’s individual state 5A champion shooting a
score of 401 in Columbus. The score also set a
new National Record. Very Good!
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Southern Forest World is dedicated to telling the past and present story of forestry in the South. They are
also home to Stuckie, the mummified dog.

They are a non-profit organization that tells of the history of the forestry and the many ways we use the
materials from the forest.

Southern Forest World is opened Tuesday - Friday from 9:00 until 2:00 PM and Saturday 10 am till 3 pm.
They are closed on major holidays. You may call 912-285-4056 or 912-550-1798 (cell) to schedule a tour. You
can also have a party outside business hours by calling and setting up date and time.

Bertha Sue Dixon, SFW Manager
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Redhead
The Connection

by Debra Landrum Gordon

With contributions by Dana Scurry Lucas

“Once in his lifetime, every man is entitled to fall
madly in love with a gorgeous redhead." Lucille Ball

History, however, in many cases, didn’t agree with the comedic legend. Those
with red hair have experienced their own persecution. From everyday ridicule and
taunting to being burned alive for fear of sorcery.

Are redheads different? The answer to that question will surely depend on who
you ask. Most redheads I know would definitely answer that question with a re-
sounding “Yes”!  Does something as minor as hair color truly affect a person, is the
redhead “thing” inherent?  Or, does the red head’s life experiences transform them
into creatures of lore and mystery?

My reason for creating The Red Head Connection Facebook Page was to pro-
vide a forum to bring local redheads together to share experiences and to develop
a kinship to others like me, to celebrate a mutation.

Mutant, of all the names that can be placed upon fiery headed
individuals, mutant is the one that adequately fits. Red hair
comes from the MC1R gene mutation. MC1R is found on chro-
mosome 16.  When the gene is mutated, it causes an overpro-
duction of pheomelanin, the component that causes hair to be
red and underproduction of eumelanin, a darker pigmentation.
The discovery of this science is fairly new, only being discovered
in 1997. There is an abundant amount of information regarding
the science behind redheads, but this isn’t a science journal. This
is as mentioned before, a celebration.

Every continent, people group, and culture has red-headed in-
dividuals. Even those with Asian descent can have red hair. Al-
though the percentage is small, people with red hair in Asia help
to comprise 2% of the world’s red-headed population.

As a mother and grandmother of redheads, the attribute to
one’s physicality is close to my heart. My grandson, Kage Gor-
don, often talks about the names he gets called for having his
red hair.

He said, “Grandma Deb, people call me carrot top, that makes
no sense.” He has begun to embrace his red hair as he matures,
he recently told me that he likes being red-headed and different
from others.  “My hair shines bright; not everyone else can say
that.” He also receives comments on his beautiful freckles. I have
told him since he has been aware of his differences that his
freckles are “angel dust” and that he is special. 

Debra, above with
grandson Kage
Gordon.

Kage and his mom
Starla Cannon.



WAYCROSS magazine

Southeast Georgia Redheads

Allyson Tyre. The daughter of Dale and Shelli
Tyre, she was easy to spot in the hospital   nurs-
ery with that beautiful red hair.She comes from a
long line of redheads, including her mother, her
grandmother, and her great grandfather. Ally is
now a third grade teacher at Waresboro
Elementary, and recently married Dutch McNeal.

Amanda Lankford. Amanda is the Head
Start Director of action pact. Amanda, daugh-
ter of David and Catherine Corbitt, resides in
Bacon County and is married to Randall
Lankford Jr. She is the mother of four beautiful
children;    Destiny, Caitlyn, Phillip, and Carly. Becky Denton. Becky is a incredible young artist.

She is married to another incredible young artist,
Bickley’s own Will Denton. She was born in Han-
nibal and raised in Paris, Missouri, a young
Becky actually sang before she spoke her first
words. You can find out more by going to Becky’s
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/beck-
ydentonmusic. They live in Nashville.

Abbie Chastain, school teacher.

Meet any redheaded
person, and you inevitably
hear stories about how their
“mutation” had affected their
lives. My cousin Dana has a
son, Noah, with red hair. His
grandfather handed down
those beautiful locks to him.
Noah’s mom decided when
he was born that she would
teach him to embrace his
difference. “I would often tell
him how he was my
beautiful red-headed boy,”
Dana says. “My eldest son
has curly brown hair; he was
taught to embrace his curls,
and Noah has been taught
to embrace his red hair."

My niece, Michelle, says,
“Growing up, I always hated
my hair. People would make
fun of me, and that caused
me to be shy. I even dyed it
at one point and saw how
ridiculous it looked growing
out. I eventually started
loving my hair and realized
that there were advantages
to having red hair”.

Redheads traditionally
don’t have to worry about
their hair turning gray. When
their color begins to fade as
they age, it usually will turn
blonde and then white. Most
redheads have brown eyes;
blue-eyed redheads are very
rare. Along with the MC1R
mutation’s effect on skin and
hair color, redheads also are
more receptive to pain and
require more anesthesia
than their non-red headed
counterparts.
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When a redhead encounters another redhead,
there is an acknowledgment, many times
unspoken.  Almost like an exclamation of, there’s
someone else like me! True redheads can easily
spot someone who isn’t a natural redhead. They
don’t have the natural otherworld-ness that
biological redheads exude.

As with any other “difference,” redheads have
to navigate life and find their voice and accept
themselves. When this happens, watch out,
because it’s hard to stop a determined redhead. If
you have a redhead in your life, tell them that they
are beautiful, encourage them. The Red Head
Connection originally was created for redheads,
but I invite everyone regardless of hair color to
join the family.

Mark Twain said, “When red-headed people
are above a certain social grade, their hair
becomes auburn.”  I think I’ll just stick with red,
fire is red; passion is associated with red.
Embrace the red!

Audree & Addie Buck, daughters of Ashley & Randy
Buck.

Rubin, grandson of Charlotte & Ricky
Clark

Daughters of April Hall

Donna Taylor, works at Coca-Cola

Kylie Fullard Carter, employed by WPD

Russ Gibson, son of June Taylor
Pounds and Rusty Gibson.

Kitty Smith
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Laura Boggs, daughter of Nona & Pate Lowery

Amy Cunningham, teacher Noah Lucas and Jimmy Scurry

Rebecca Minchew Stafford
Debra’s friends with her brother
Tony who is now deceased. Famous Redheads!

Stephanie Bass and her children, teacher.

Nolan Culpepper, son of Heather & Ryan Culpepper
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Debbie Dean
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Brantley County is home to Debbie Dean. She is
married and has two children and three grandchildren.
Debbie has always enjoyed the outdoors and is
appreciative of country life. Some of her favorite outdoor
activities include nature walks with her grandchildren,
camping, fishing, canoeing, bike riding, and
photographing God's beautiful creation. Debbie treasures
the time she spends with her family and friends.

Debbie can be reached at debwdean@hotmail.com.
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We Thank God for all of his Beauty
by Michelle Mooneyhan



WAYCROSS magazine

Originally from Indiana, I have lived in Ware County for 36 years.  I am
a retired teacher after working in the Waycross/Ware County School Sys-
tem for 31 years.  I am married and have 2 children and 1 grandson.  

I enjoy nature watching, walking on the beaches, visiting the moun-
tains, and spending time with my family.I also enjoy traveling and seeing
all of the beauty that surrounds us all over the world.  I inherited my love
of nature and photography from my grandfather. That and God’s creations
are what inspired me to take up the hobby of photography.      MM

Lucas and Thomas Family Dentistry

1600 Alice Street
Waycross, Georgia 31501

Phone:  912-285-3140
Fax:  912-285-0260

Lucas and Thomas Family Dentistry offers
comprehensive dental services-from the simplest

cosmetic fillings to complex surgical needs.  
Dr. Jason Lucas strives to develop lifelong

relationships with his patients by combining the
latest dental technology with a professional and

compassionate staff.  
The result is a beautiful, healthy smile that lasts

a lifetime. 

Website:  www.thomasandlucasdentistry.com
E-mail:  thomaslucasdentistry@gmail.com
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It was December of 2016 that I woke up thinking I had slept on my right shoulder wrong. I was always taught to wait it out a few
days before going to the doctor for something. I waited a few days and took some Tylenol and Ibuprofen for pain during that time, but it
did not touch it. About a week later, I was making an appointment at a local physicians office here in Waycross because the pain was
getting progressively worse. I went the first time, and they gave me a generalized injection. I went back around 2 weeks later with the
pain unbearable. The doctor gave me an injection in the
shoulder. This did nothing but make my shoulder and neck
more aggravated. Migraines started and were intense.
Again, I was in the doctor’s office for the third time in un-
bearable pain — this time, I had an MRI. A few days later, I
was back in that dreaded room when the doctor came in
and said that I have Chiari Malformation Type 1. He told
me not to go and google it because it would just scare me
and that he was referring me to a neurosurgeon in Savan-
nah. As I left there, I sat in the car, doing just what he told
me not to do and crying my eyes out. I called my husband
first and then called my mom and dad. I was crying. I told
them that there is not a cure. You basically get diagnosed
and have brain surgery. 

Chiari Malformation is a condition in which brain tissue
extends into the spinal canal. Type 1 happens when the
lower part of the cerebellum (called the cerebellar tonsils)
extends below the foramen magnum (the large hole at the
base of the skull which allows passage of the spinal cord). Within a few weeks, I was in Savannah, Georgia, getting MRI’s, and having
my first meeting with Dr. Suh, the neurosurgeon. Not only did I have Chiari Malformation Type 1, but I also had something called Sy-
ringomyelia. This is a fluid-filled cavity or cyst known as a syrinx that forms within the spinal cord. It is a chronic condition and can ex-
pand over time compressing or destroying the surrounding nerve tissue. I was told I would need decompression surgery soon. This
surgery would remove bone at the back of the skull to widen the foramen magnum to create space for the brain. I explained that I am
a teacher and that I would really like to wait until June to get it. They told that would be ok but not to wait any longer. 

Chiari Malformation Type 1 by Aimee Dial Mancil
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June 2017 was when I had surgery. It went very well. I was in
Neurological-ICU at Memorial Hospital in Savannah for a day and
then was walking around the next day. I spent a few more days for
observation, and then I went home. My scans afterward looked
good, and I was feeling great. About 6 months later, I started get-
ting those symptoms again. My neck and shoulder started hurting.
My migraines were getting worse. I was off to Savannah to see Dr.
Suh when I could not take the pain anymore. I had a new MRI
which confirmed the worst. Not enough bone was taken out during
decompression surgery, and my syrinx was back. It was longer
and wider than the time before. They would have to go back in and
do a second surgery. This time it could not wait. 

February 2018 was my second surgery. This time Dr. Thompson
and Dr. Suh together operated on me and placed a dura patch this
time in my brain to help with the spinal fluid flow along with taking
more bone out. This surgery was more intense this time and re-

quired more time in the hospital and recovery when I was home.
As of May 2018, I was feeling great. I went to my last surgery fol-
low up after I had an MRI. Everything looked wonderful. No syrinx
and there was ample room now where all the bone used to be. I
had my 1 year follow up this May and everything is looking amaz-
ing. No Syrinx and the area where all the bone used to be looked
even better this time! I still have some pain and migraines, but
nothing like it was when all of this started. I have some nerve
damage that will need to be looked at eventually. I have good and
bad days but mostly good. I thank the Lord for these days and get-
ting me through this chronic condition. I am hoping by going through what I have been through will help someone. I am a proud Chiari
and  Syringomyelia warrior and advocate those newly diagnosed. 

Aimee can be contaced at amancil@icloud.com and/or 912-816-5228 if you would like to discuss this with her. Aimee works at the
Ware County Board of Education.

Aniston, Joey and Aimee
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Katherine Foss

Jack Williams

Gus Karle

Ralph and P. O. Herrin

McGregor Mayo

Randy Sharpe
These are the great citizens of which the 
chamber awards are named.

McGregor Mayo Agriculture Award
Andy Bennett

Presented by James Jacobs

Helping Hand Awards

Lee Hardware

Clayton HomesDWDA Lott Economic
Development Award
Bill Gross

Gus Karle Award
Eva Byrd Pate
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Ralph and P. O. Herrin Business and Industry Award
Lewis and Raulerson
Chamber Chair Patrick Simmons & Casey Hall 

Jack Williams Community Service Award
Bishop Michael-Angelo James

Herrin Business and Industry Award
Dr. Glenn Deibert

Photos by Myra Thrift
Society Editor
Waycross Journal-Herald 

Invitation and program
art by Becky Jordan.

Katherine Foss Education Award
Leslie Giraldo
Presented by David Hitt 
Mission Statement: The Waycross — Ware County Cham-
ber of Commerce exists to provide exceptional services to
its members in the areas of professional development, in-
formation and networking opportunities; and to advocate
for economic and community development in Waycross
and Ware County.

Randy Sharpe Health Hero Award
Jessica Wildes
Presented by Casey Smith left in photo
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Ernest Andrus, broke the world's record for the oldest person to run coast to coast. He started by touching the Pacific Ocean at
Mission Beach, San Diego, CA on October 7th, 2013 and touched the Atlantic Ocean on Saint Simons Island, near Brunswick, GA on
August 20th, 2016, one day after his 93rd birthday. The feat was undertaken to raise money for the LST 325 Ship Memorial Inc. He
was one of the crews that brought the LST 325 back from the Isle of Crete, Greece to the U.S. 2000-2001 as seen on the History
Chanel in 2001. You can still see this on YouTube (The Return of LST 325). One thousand fifty-one LSTs were built during World War
II. The 325 is the only one left that is fully restored and operational. Ernie hopes to raise enough money to return the ship to Nor-
mandy for a D-Day Memorial Service and beach it at the same location where it was on D-Day. 

The cost of taking this ship across the Atlantic and back is
tremendous. He finished his Coast to Coast run and did not raise
anywhere near enough money to accomplish this dream. He is
still running three days a week, and if he can't raise the required
funds the money will be used to help keep the ship seaworthy and
take it to other ports and give tours and who knows, someday get
it back to Normandy. Learn more about the USS LST Ship Memo-
rial here (LSTMemorial.org). Ernie invites anyone to run along.
He’ll run, you can walk, his pace is slow. 

News representatives, "welcome!" he can be reached at (928)
308-5478 or coast2coastruns@gmail.com. Ernie’s web address is
www.coast2coastruns.com. Not much on the webpage. He may
change it soon. Donations made to LST 325 Ship Memorial are
tax deductible. Make check payable to C2C USS LST 325 ship
Memorial. He can also be sponsored. Make check payable to
Coast to Coast Runs. He accepts cash or checks personally or
mail check to Coast to Coast Runs, 5010 North Tiara Court, Otis Orchard, WA 99027. The online fund, transfers can be made at
www.coast2coastruns.com.

You can follow his run on Facebook (Ernest Andrus -https://www.facebook.com/ernest.andrus.9) and/or on YouTube (Coast2Coas-
tRun2019 —https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCORdrytFEOWjnOUXe7u0Wwg)

His interview for the Satilla Faith Channel can be seen on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPZO42JJkQ0&t=129s

John Martin, Ernest and Paige Taylor at our chamber office..
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WCHS Wrestling

Ware Wrestling Team Wins Region 2AAAAA Traditional Tournament for 3rd Straight Year

Individual Weight Class Region Champions

Congratulations! left to right: Reese Poole (12th grade), Mosies Butler (12th grade),
Kooper Thomas (11th grade), Conner White (11th grade), and Ethan Frye (11 th grade).
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2019 S. E. Ga Middle School Athletic Conference Boys Soccer Champions • Pierce County Middle School

Congratulations!! Front L-R: Reid Smith, Ashton Bowen, Brett Smith, Caden Edwards, Eric Merida, Dylan Hersey, Ricardo Sierra,
and Maverick Bennett. Back L-R: Coach Brandon Mancil, Jonah Allen, Pedro Pena, Ivan Tomas, Isail Lugo, Seth Stipe, Walker Brown,
Spencer Hawkins, Jose Arzate, Israel Lugo, Joshua Boatright, Tyler Harwood, Lane Doss, Ceb Carter, Clark Stovall, and Coach
Tommy Doss

2019 Girls SE GA Middle School Athletic Conference Track Champions: Waycross Middle School

Satilla Faith Cable Channel
Serving our friends and neighbors in Alma, Baxley, Blackshear,

Patterson and Waycross with the very best in Christian Programs 24/7.
912 -287-0948
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2019 Boys SE GA Middle School Athletic Conference Track Champions: Waycross Middle School

2019 SE GA Middle School Athletic Conference Baseball Champions: Ware County Middle School

Satilla Faith Cable Channel
Serving our friends and neighbors in Alma, Baxley, Blackshear,

Patterson and Waycross with the very best in Christian Programs 24/7.
912 -287-0948
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2019 Boys SE GA Middle School Athletic Conference Golf Champions: Pierce County Middle School

2019 Girls SE GA Middle School Athletic Conference Golf Champions: Pierce County Middle School

Congratulations! L to R. Ben Swain, Karson Lock, Eli Metts, Kaden Jones, Ellison Kirkland, Trace Carter, Davis Hersey, Ethan
Arnold, Jake Wolff and Head Coach Brandi Metts.

Congratulations! L to R, Head Coach Brandi Metts, Lily Spivey, Addyson Walker, Maggie Sapp, Mackenzie Connell, Maddie Mal-
one, Britton Larson, and Jami Strickland.

Back to Back Conference Golf Champions, Boys and Girls!



WAYCROSS magazine

2019 Boys SE GA Middle School Athletic Conf. Weightlifting Champions: Waycross Middle School

Congratulations! Pierce
County’s Todd Carter is the132
pound state Traditional Wrestling
champion. 

Todd won the 2019 Class AAA
title in his weight class.
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2019 S. E. Ga Middle School Athletic Conference Girls 8th Grade Champions • Waycross Middle School

2019 S. E. Ga Middle School Athletic Conference Girls Soccer Champions • Pierce County Middle School

Congratulations!! Bottom row left to right: Hannah Bonvechio, Becky Thigpen, Jenna Herrin, Yuri Gaona, Allie Cravey, Lillie Stipe,
Julia Green, Emily Stovall, Alaina Harvard, Sophie Scruggs, and Lizann Hughes. 
Middle row left to right: Bella DeLaney, Kelsey Fuentes, Addison Smith, Chloe Barber, Kate Wheeler
Top row left to right: Coach Tina Cravey, Madelyn Allen, Kadence Godwin, Elizabeth Moon, Sarah Jane Moore, Riley Carden, Noemi
DeLeon, Coach Kelly Brown.

Kneeling (L-R) Markayla Edwards, Trinity Jenkins, Jomari Goodman, Aniyah Wesley, Aniya Dawson, Charlese McClendon, Kyla McK-
elvin, Kerianna Presley, Standing (L-R) Manager- Bleau Johnson, Coach Kennedy Sanders, Jamiracle McMillan, Madelynn Rayner,
Kamaria Jackson, Quintashya Burse, Shardell Vickers, Tanaisha King, Laneeya Garrison, Rhianna Mateyka,  Ta’kerrah Moody, Mary
Hannah Lott, Shaniya Tripp, and Coach Alesia Gibson
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Alnwick Castle

Yorkminster, largest Cathedral with the
largest intact collection of medieval
stained glass windows in Northern
Europe.

This is the group in front of the ruins of
Melrose Abbey in Scotland, last full day
of the trip.

The ruins of the Cistercian abbey at
Rieuvaux.  11th and 12th century,
destroyed by Henry VIII. YorkminsterBamberg Castle on the North Sea.

Our friend, Debra Perkins, a history
teacher at Pierce County High School,
planned a historical and cultural trip for her
World History students. This particular trip
to Scotland and Northern England went
deep in history to the Romans with their
visit to Hadrians Wall from the second cen-
tury to Lindisfarne Abbey attacked by the
Vikings to Medieval castles, cathedrals

and the ruins of monasteries dating back to the 11th century and even earlier in some
cases. 

Here are a few pictures of the trip taken in June. We will have a complete story written
by Debra and some of the students that made the trip in our next issue.

Scotland and Northern England



WAYCROSS magazine

Gun Violence Is at Epidemic Proportions? Not hardly!
by Jimmy W. Mercer, B.S., M.S.

These comments may be controversial.  Recently, a prominent politician went on a rant when it appeared our President was pro-
ceeding with his intent to buttress the wall on its southern border, all via expenditures from an emergency declaration. The politician
disliked the use of an emergency declaration sating ‘the next President could invoke emergency actions too, to address gun violence
which is at epidemic proportions”.  Though I offer no hom-
age on whether this would be a lawful appropriation or not,
any attempt to usurp our constitution invokes measured
contempt. 

Number one, for future reference, emergency action will
not usurp a constitutional right, absent a declaration of
martial law and to lawfully amend the Constitution is very
difficult. Nonetheless, it seems troubling to some that there
are more guns than people in America; we have more
firearms than any other industrialized nation. There are
more than 393 million civilian-owned firearms in the United
States, or enough for every man, woman, and child and
still have 67 million guns left over (1). As startling as that
may seem you’ll never hear the mainstream media give
credence to the millions of responsible gun owners in
America.  I realize any violence is too much. But too often
guns get the brunt of the blame. Our issue should be keep-
ing guns out of the hands of dangerous, irresponsible peo-
ple. By a limiting comparison, according to the National Air
Traffic Controllers Association, there are over 87,000
flights crisscrossing the United States every day.  911 was
not the first instance of pilot assisted homicide/suicide (2)
or even workplace violence using and airplane, but in
terms of lethality, we’ve never considered abolishing flights. 

Number two, gun violence is not at epidemic propor-
tions, considering the number of guns in America. As a
disclaimer, I’m a member of the NRA, but more so, I’m a
strong proponent of the second amendment. I suspect the
NRA admiration is not mutual, given I’m sometimes at

odds with the NRA.
I, for one, am a pro-
ponent of “background checks” on prospective gun purchases in commercial venues. However,
there’s little doubt, but not for the NRA the rights of millions of gun owners would be signifi-
cantly eroded. The conundrum, the Government wants more restrictions on gun ownership,
and the NRA wants fewer. Of all the social intuitions in America, it’s the Government whose in-
fluence has grown exponentially more formidable and not diminished as the other intuitions
have.  I don’t believe a significant number of people to include the NRA like “red flag” laws
which now exist in some 13 states. A red flag law is a gun violence prevention law that permits
police or family members to petition a state court to order the temporary removal of firearms
from a person who may present a danger to others or themselves(3)  If I was not in the “threat
management business”, I sense I too would be circumspect.

Without being trite, “guns are not the problem,” the problem is malevolent people who by way
of example are driven by greed, anger and/or impulsivity and who have access to guns. I sub-
mit would Nikolas Cruz be the shooter at the high school in Parkland had his gun(s) been taken
during the numerous calls where Broward County Florida authorities were summoned to his
home? 

(1) The Washington Post (2) Aircraft - Assisted Pilot Suicides in the United States 2003-20212 FAA (3) WikipediaJimmy Mercer
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Too much gun violence comes about by virtue of process fail-
ures or human failures, wherein, people who engage in gun vio-
lence should never have been in possession of the gun. For
instance, Devin Kelley the shooter in the First Baptist shooting
in Sutherlin Springs, Texas, was not eligible for the legal posses-
sion of the gun he used in slaying many church goers on that
day. His ineligibility came about by a Crime Against Persons
charge while in the Air Force. The Air Force failed to submit the
charge data which would have been a gun disqualifier in the na-
tional data base.  Another recent and tragic incident is when
Gary Martin  killed five co-workers and injured many more after
he turned his gun on others while the subject of a termination
proceeding in Aurora, Illinois. In that case, Martin acquired the
gun after the background check did not show a prior felony con-
viction that would have preempted his lawful acquisition. 

People who violate
our gun laws should
be held to greater ac-
countability, more
hefty fines, and sen-
tencing. Compulsory
reporting require-
ments, particularly
preclusions, must
have quality control
measures in place to
ensure all relevant data is submitted and appropriately captured
in a timely fashion. We must get tougher on those who use a
weapon(s) in the commission of a crime. We should not grow
weary of guns for law-abiding people, given they pose little dan-
ger; nor, should we ever make it difficult for law-abiding pur-
chasers to obtain a firearm. We don’t need more gun laws…we
need to vigorously enforce those we have! We can and must do
better. 

JWM & Associates,  LLC
Security Consulting and Training 

Website: www.jimmywmercer.com
jwmercerandassociates@gmail.com 

404-804-1637

Jimmy founded JWM & Associates, LLC Consulting and Training in
2015, specializing in providing professional security consulting, training
and executive protection services to a wide variety of clients.

JWM & Associates, LLC currently provides individualized executive protection services for clients on the Forbes
400 list of wealthiest people in the United States. In addition, he has provided protective services to some of the entertainments in-
dustries best and well know entertainers and Grammy Award Winners.

Jimmy served as a Senior Manager, Corporate Security for a Fortune 500 corporation in charge of Investigations and Training to
include physical-personal risk assessments and vulnerability studies.

Jimmy is a former career Law Enforcement practitioner who served with distinction for a period exceeding thirty-one (31) years.
The last nine (9) years of his command he served as Chief of Police in the greater Atlanta area.  

Jimmy has trained literally thousands of people concerning pre-emergent behavior in Work Place Violence, Women’s Self Defense
and many other security related training topics.  His former duties in the corporate arena required him to conduct investigations, con-
sult, assess threats of violence and provide specialized training for the 76,000 company employees, enterprise wide. 

A partial list of Jimmy’s education and background:
Master of Science, Sociology, With emphasis in Criminology, Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia 
Bachelor of Science, Criminal Justice, Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia
Associate of Science, Criminal Justice, South Georgia College, Douglas, Georgia
Graduate FBI National Academy- Quantico Virginia
Graduate DEA National Training Institute - Washington D.C.
Waycross Jr. College teaching courses in Sociology, Criminology, Psychology, Penology, Corrections, etc.  
Founding President and current member of the Association of Threat Assessment Professionals Atlanta S E US Chapter
Past President of the Georgia State Intelligence Network
Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police • Former member of Waycross Police Dept.
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At Robbie Roberson Ford we offer new Ford Cars, Crossovers, SUVs and Trucks. Go online at
http://www.robbierobersonford.net. Search for all new Ford models, including Flex, SuperDuty,
Explorer, F-150, Econoline Wagon, Expedition, Fiesta, Focus, Taurus, Fusion, Edge, Transit
VanWagon, Escape, Mustang, C-MAX and Transit Connect.

Robbie Roberson Ford Proudly Serving
Waycross, Blackshear, Folkston,
Nahunta and Homerville, Offers More
Than Just Friendly Service. What can
you expect when you enter the Robbie
Roberson Ford Inc. showroom? Well,
aside from a warm welcome, a great
selection of new and used cars in
Waycross to choose from, as well as
onsite auto service, a vast collection of
parts and a financing team that under-
stands the needs of drivers like you. If
that sounds good to you, come see us
today!

Qualifying vehicles come with a

Ask us!


