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T 
he First Coast Fly Fishers welcomes 
Captain David Edens Monday, May 
6th at Black Creek Outfitters. Capt. 

Edens will be talking about fly fishing 
Georgia’s Golden Isles. Edens is the  Coast 
Guard licensed captain  and is an  Endorsed 
Orvis Fly-Fishing Guide.   Additionally, he 
is a Certified Casting Instructor and has 
been certifies as a Professional Rod Builder 
by the Rod Builders Guild.  
 
David has been an avid fly fisherman of 
both coastal and inland waters for almost 
fifty years.  He has cast his line from Alas-
ka to the Bahamas, from Vermont to California and most of the states in be-
tween. 
 
If you ever thought about exploring the fishing opportunities along the Geor-
gia coastline you don’t want to miss Captain Edens’ presentation. The Golden 
Isles is a diverse fishery. In the summer, the opportunity exists to catch world 
class jack crevalle in the 25-35 pound range as well as tarpon and triple tail on 
fly or spinning tackle. In the fall, the fly casting is superb for sight fishing for 
redfish and trout.  Bull redfish, up to 40 pounds, can be found  in the passes 
and cuts to the Golden Isles.  
 
A couple years ago Captain Edens was featured on the Itinerant Angler Pod-
cast. You can checkout the episode here: http://www.itinerantangler.com/
blog/podcasts/2013/04/27/podcast-georgias-coast-with-capt-david-edens/. To 
learn more about fly fishing the Golden Isles be sure to check out David’s 
website: http://flycastcharters.com/ 
 
Need to tune up your cast for an upcoming fishing trip? Bring your rod and 
plan to show up early to the May meeting. David Lambert and Dick Michael-
son will be offering free casting lessons to our members prior to the start of 
the meeting.  

May 6, 2019 
FCFF Meeting 

7 PM at Black Creek Outfitters 
 

Fly Fishing the Golden Isles of GA 
 

Featuring 
 

Capt Dave Edens 

mailto:summertymecharters@gmail.com
mailto:summertymecharters@gmail.com
mailto:FCFFoutings@gmail.com
mailto:FCFFoutings@gmail.com
mailto:fcffnewsletter@gmail.com
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http://www.itinerantangler.com/blog/podcasts/2013/04/27/podcast-georgias-coast-with-capt-david-edens/
http://www.itinerantangler.com/blog/podcasts/2013/04/27/podcast-georgias-coast-with-capt-david-edens/
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This month we continue with TFO’s multi-part intro-
duction to fly fishing by Mike Hodge. If you are new to 
fly fishing, stick with us over the next few months for 
come great insight by Mike and the TFO staff. - Editor 
 
 

S 
o you have a basic understanding of fly fishing 
and a fly rod from Part I and II of our how to get 
started in fly fishing series. Now you need a reel. 

 
Fly-fishing reels come in all shapes, sizes and styles. 
No blog post can begin to summarize all of these com-
ponents. For now, we’ll focus on the basics for the nov-
ice fly angler. 
 
Reels have two primary purposes. They store the back-
ing and fly line, and they provide resistance when you 
hook a fish. The bigger the fish, the more important 
your reel is in terms of performance. 
 
Reels, like fly rods, are designated by weights. A 5-
weight reel, for instance, should be matched with a 5-
weight rod. Of course, this numerical system has a little 
wiggle room, depending on the actual weight of the rod 
and reel and the angler preference as he or she attempts 
to balance the rod with the reel. 

Chances are your first rod will be a trout or panfish set-
up, maybe a TFO NXT or Bug Launcher. Most trout or 
small bass or brim will not test your drag system. You 
can simply strip in the line — and fish — by hand. 
 
Since you not need a complicated drag system on your 
first fly reel, there’s no need to break the bank. The 
NXT LA I reel ($79.95-$84.95) offers exceptional val-
ue and will get the job done in most fishing situations 
the beginner will encounter. 
 
If you anticipate bigger trout, bass or even a few of the 
common saltwater, fly-rod targets such as redfish, 
snook or seatrout, you will a higher-end reel. The BVK 
series ($159.95-$299.95) or Power series ($399.95-
$499.95) are good options. Both feature light, durable, 
high-end materials and a sealed, disc drag system. 
 
You will not need a high-quality reel in most freshwa-
ter situations. Big bass and trout are the exception, not 
the rule. In saltwater, you will need a good reel that can 
prevent corrosion and handle bigger, stronger, faster 
fish. 
 
Bottom line: In freshwater, the reel is probably the least 
important part of your setup. In saltwater, the reel is 
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Part III: The Basics of Fly Reels 
By Mike Hodge, TFO Blog 

https://tforods.com/nxt-fly-rods/
https://tforods.com/bug-launcher-fly-rods/
https://tforods.com/nxt-la-fly-reels/


 

THE most important part of your tackle. Adjust accord-
ingly. 
 
TFO’s large-arbor spools can help combat the feistiest 
of fish. The wide-diameter spool allows the angler to 
retrieve more line with a single turn of the handle, im-
portant when a hot fish makes a screaming run. And if 
you like to bomb long casts while blind-casting, the 
large arbor design allows you pick up line much faster 
than a regular spool. 
 
Higher-end reels are sturdier and can perform at a high-
er level than the less expensive models. However, all 
reels require maintenance. Below are a few tips on 
what you can do to prolong the life of your high-end 
reel. 
 
Fly Reel Care and Maintenance 

Anodized aluminum reels are extremely corrosion-
resistant but should be rinsed with fresh water after ex-
posure to saltwater to help protect them. Warm water 
and a toothbrush can be used to dissolve any salt 
buildup, which may be in the reel. Anti-corrosive prod-
ucts such as spray polishes, oils, etc. are not required, 
but may preserve the long-term aesthetics of the reel. 

Lubrication 

High quality grease, such as Cal’s 2 Speed, should be 
periodically applied to: 

1. The threads on the draw bar 
2. All bearings 
3. The spindle where it contacts the bearings with-

in the spool 
 
Drag Surface 

Carbon fiber drags do not require any lubricant, but a 
very thin coat of Cal’s 2 Speed Grease is beneficial. 
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Florida Confirms Red Snapper 
Dates for June 11-July 12 
 

A 
t its February meeting in Gainesville, the Flori-
da Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) set the popular and economically im-

portant 2019 Gulf red snapper recreational season to 
open June 11 through July 12, with a possible fall reo-
pening if quota is available. 
 
This season will apply to those fishing from private rec-
reational vessels in state and federal waters and to char-
ter vessels that do not have a federal reef fish permit 
and are limited to fishing in state waters only. 
 
For more information, view the presentation given at 
the Commission meeting found at MyFWC.com/
Commission by clicking on “Commission Meetings” 
and the agenda under “February 20-21.” 
 
For those interested in participating in this year’s Gulf 
red snapper season, don’t forget that anglers fishing 
from private vessels must get the Gulf Reef Fish Angler 
designation on their license. For-hire operations that do 
not have a federal reef fish permit and are limited to 
state waters only for red snapper fishing must get the 
State Gulf Reef Fish Charter designation on their li-
cense. Learn more about these programs and how to 
obtain these designations at MyFWC.com/Marine by 
clicking on “Recreational Regulations,” “Reef Fish” 
and “Gulf Reef Fish Survey.” 

https://www.accuratefishing.com/shop/cals-grease/


 

T 
he Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission has de-
veloped an on-line, interactive map for tracking 
the occurrence and concentration of the red tide 

around the State. The map is available on the can be 
found at the following link: https://myfwc.com/
research/redtide/statewide/ 
 
From the FWC Web Site: 
 
These data represent the most recent eight (8) days of 
sampling location points for the phytoplankton that 
causes red tide, Karenia brevis. These data are exported 
daily at 4:45 PM Eastern Time from the HAB Database, 
which provides information on the presence and ab-
sence of Karenia brevis.  
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Tracking the  
Red Tide 

While every practical step has been taken to provide 
accurate data, the need for rapid distribution precludes 
extensive review. Furthermore, the majority of our phy-
toplankton abundance data have been collected in re-
sponse to blooms. Environmental data has been provid-
ed by varied partners and projects over time and has not 
undergone extensive review. Sampling efforts and taxa 
targeted have also varied with funding and projects. 
Please keep this in mind for data analysis. Please refer-
ence the FWC-FWRI HAB Monitoring Database as the 
source of this data. If you have any questions or should 
you wish to share this data further, please con-
tact HABData@myfwc.com to facilitate that process.  

https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/statewide/
https://myfwc.com/research/redtide/statewide/
https://myfwc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=87162eec3eb846218cec711d16462a72
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www.thefishermansdock.com 

904-268-8918 

A 
t its February meeting in Gainesville, the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) announced a proactive change to con-

serve spotted seatrout impacted by the prolonged red 
tide in southwest Florida while continuing to offer quali-
ty fishing opportunities. 
 
Currently, anglers may harvest a single spotted seatrout 
per day that is larger than 20 inches. Starting Friday, 
Feb. 22, recreational anglers will no longer be allowed 
to harvest any spotted seatrout over 20 inches total 
length when fishing in state or federal waters from the 
Pasco-Hernando county line south to Gordon Pass in 
Collier County. This rule change will remain in effect 
through May 10, 2019. Red drum and snook are current-
ly catch-and-release only in this region through May 10 
as well. 
 
While these species need additional time to recover, the 
red tide that was impacting southwest Florida has sub-
sided. 
 
Send your comments about the spotted seatrout fishery 
by visiting MyFWC.com/SaltwaterComments. 

FWC Closes Har-
vest of Large Sea 
Trout in Red Tide 
Areas 

http://www.thefishermansdock.com/
http://www.thefishermansdock.com/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwMjIwLjE5OTg2MzEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwMjIwLjE5OTg2MzEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM1NDc0NyZlbWFpbGlkPUZyYW5rbWFrbzFAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1GcmFua21ha28xQGdtYWls
MyFWC.com/SaltwaterComments


 

2019 FCFF Board of Directors 
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904-687-9498 
www.drummancharters.com 

drummancharters@att.net 

A 
 quiet transition has taken place over the last 
two months. Several members of the Board of 
Directors have stepped down to make way for 

new members. While other members has assumed new 
responsibilities.  
 
Before we welcome in the new members we owe a har-
dy thank you and a debt o gratitude to the 2018, Board 
of Directors. Our sincere thanks go to Scott Shober, 
Matt Omlor, Eric Kazmerchak, Bob Connery, Paul 
Hutchins, John Halverson, Gavin Glover, Corri Davis, 
Jerry Bott and Dave Kudley for all their dedication and 
hard work in 2018.  
 
This year, taking over the helm of the Club will be Eric 
Kazmerchak. A resident of Florida since the fifth 
grade, Eric is a retired Navy Senior Chief. His father 
taught him how to fly fishing when he was just a kid. 
Eric, his wife and daughter are all avid lovers of the 
outdoors. Last year Eric served the Club as Vice Presi-
dent of Outings. As President, Eric is looking to in-
crease the youth involvement in the Club and provide 
some diversity to the programs and outings.  
 
New Board member Ed Glowacki was elected to the 
position of Vice President of Programs.  Originally 
from Chicago, Ed moved to Jacksonville in 1973. He 
credits his father for giving him his first fly rod in 1960, 
a Wright and McGill 8-weight fiberglass rod which he 
still uses today. About 20 years abo a friend from Fer-
nandina Beach introduced Ed to sight fishing for red-
fish. That experience changed everything, not the least 
of which has been the annual budget set aside for mod-
ern fly rods, reels and fly fishing paraphernalia. Ac-
cording to Ed his wife doesn’t acknowledge that he is a 
fly fisherman. She prefers to delude herself with the 
thought that he is spending all of the family’s money on 
women and booze. Ed works as a naval architect and 
principal of a small engineering firm.  
 
Hal Lewis joins the Board as Vice President of Out-
ings. He grew up in Charlotte, North Carolina where he 
developed a love for freshwater fishing for bass and 
bream on the areas small lakes and ponds. Hal moved 
to Jacksonville were he developed a love for saltwater 
fishing. After years of spin-fishing the north Florida in-
shore waters Hal began fly-fishing in 2016 in an effort 
to reduce his fish harvesting and increase  costs (at least 

that’s what his wife has noticed).  Hal supports his new-
found fly fishing habit by working as a professional en-
gineer, traveling across the US and abroad working on 
mergers and acquisitions.  
 
For the past few years, Bob Connery has been respon-
sible for the Club’s purse strings. A job he assumed 
from long-time Treasurer Don Edlin.  Bob is a long-
time member of the Club and served on the Board of 
Directors in various capacities. A Navy veteran, Bob is 
a science teacher in the St Johns County School District. 
When school is not in session, Bob can be found travel-
ing with his wife. He regularly travels to the western US 
to fish the big rivers for trout. 
 
Paul Hutchins has been the Club’s Secretary since 
2015. A native of Florida, Paul first picked up a fly rod 
as a teenager and learned to fly fish at the elbow of his 
father. For the past 13 years he has been an active mem-
ber of the Club. When he is not on the water Paul is an 
engineer with RS&H, a local engineering firm where he 
has worked for the last 39 year.  
 
The Club is all about its members. And keeping track of 
our members is John Halvorsen. John began fishing in 
Saskatchewan Canada with his grandfather which began 
his love of fishing.  He started fly fishing as a teenager 
in Chattanooga on the Hiwassee River and tied flies in 
the winter.  John’s fishing interests include catching 
reds and sea trout.  During the week John works for a 
forestry consulting firm helping landowners manage 
their timber.  
 
Overseeing the Club’s education programs is Gavin 
Glover. Gavin grew up on the St Johns River and 
joined the Club before he could drive. He as the distinc-

Introducing 

http://www.drummancharters.com
mailto:drummancharters@att.net?subject=Take%20Me%20Fishing%20Dude!
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tion of being one of the youngest Certified Casting In-
structors in the county. Gavin is attending college and 
when he is not in class he can be found fishing the River 
or commercially tying flies.  
 
Past-President Scott Shober picked up the Banquet 
Chairman mantle. He was responsible for organizing 
and coordinating the hugely successful FCFF Rendez-
vous at Deep Creek featuring Dusty Sprague. His day 
job has him managing databases for Safariland.  
 
Danny Costello is the first of our two At-Large Board 
Members. He began fly fishing over 30 years ago. Prior 
to moving to St. Marys, Georgia, he spent a lot of his 
time fishing in Virginia. This included bass and striper 
fishing in the Potomac River. He served as the Youth 
Director of Virginia BASS for several years.  

Captains for Clean Water 
Names New Director of  
Operations 
 

C 
aptains For Clean Water was founded out of ne-
cessity and with a singular mission: Restore the 
Everglades, save Florida’s water. 

 
By remaining focused on this mission and the objectives 
required to quickly and effectively achieve it, the organ-
ization has grown a large, active supporter base that 
shares their views and priorities for Everglades restora-
tion. Captains For Clean Water began as two fishing 
guides, but is now hundreds of thousands of voices that 
are proving effective and proactively making progress 
toward change-based policy and solutions for Florida’s 
water crisis. 
 
At three-years-old, the organization has charted plans 
for growth, previously initiating a search for a Director 
of Operations to organize and oversee daily operations 
and to help achieve strategic goals through support of 
initiatives and internal operations. 
 
Captains For Clean Water is excited to now announce 
the addition of their new Director of Operations, Noelle 
Casagrande. “I’m thrilled to come aboard and serve this 
crucial mission while developing the Captains team and 
brand for short- and long-term success,” says Casa-
grande. 
 
Captain Noelle Casagrande brings 15 years of experi-
ence in marketing, media relations, C-suite communica-
tions, and corporate giving. After graduating from the 
University of Florida with a degree in Public Relations 

The award for the fly fisherman with the best last name 
goes to Ron Fish, who is our second At-Large Member. 
Ron grew up in Virginia, out side of Washington DC, 
where he started fishing as a teenager. In his youth he 
spent his time freshwater fishing and occasionally surf 
fishing. He moved to Jacksonville 25 years ago and 
continued to surf fishing while working as a Software 
Developer. Now retired, Ron has time to dedicate to 
other pursuits including fishing, kayaking, woodcarving 
and photography. He also volunteers with the Boy 
Scouts.   
 
Thank you to the outgoing and incoming Board Mem-
bers for the dedication and service to the Club. Take a 
moment and let them know how much you appreciate 
the work that they do for the Club. Members.  
 

and Business, Noelle worked across a variety of organi-
zations spanning retail, hospitality/tourism, and non-
profit, accelerating their relevancy, growth, and success. 
Noelle has been recognized by media and prominent 
business groups for professional excellence, community 
service, mentoring, and leadership. Growing up in 
Southwest Florida, Noelle is an avid boater, Master 
Captain, and dedicated advocate for the sustainability of 
our marine habitats. 
 
Casagrande will manage the overall performance and 
growth strategy needed to scale the organization, a key 
component of their future impact and sustainability. Her 
new role will include developing strategy, overseeing 
partnerships and vendors, building the culture and team, 
establishing policies and operating procedures, manag-
ing operating expenses and budget, optimizing retail 
offerings and expanding distribution. 
 
Captain Daniel Andrews, Co-Founder and Executive 
Director, says, “The reach and impact of Captains grew 
quicker than any of us expected. We’ve known that if 
we’re going to continue to be effective, we needed to 
build a team of strong, experienced individuals with the 
same dedication to fixing Florida’s water. Noelle brings 
with her many years of experience and we’re excited to 
have her help in shaping the organization as we grow.” 



 

Eric Paul 

Ed 

S
c
o
t
t
 

John 

FCFF Board of Directors 
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Capt. David Borries’ 
Backwater Fishing 

Adventures 
  

904-708-8915 
  
  

captdavidborries@comcast.net 
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mailto:captdavidborries@comcast.net?subject=Fishing%20Charter
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Florida Closes Down Snook/
Redfish/Trout Harvest in 
Southwest Florida 

A 
t its May meeting in Tallahassee, the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
extended several fisheries management conserva-

tion measures for red drum, snook and spotted seatrout 
in areas of southwest Florida impacted by a prolonged 
red tide that occurred from November 2017 through 
mid-February 2019. 

The extension for red drum, snook and spotted seatrout 
will go into effect May 11 and will apply from the Pas-
co-Hernando county line south (including all waters of 
Tampa Bay) through Gordon Pass in Collier County. 
Previously approved catch-and-release measures, in-
cluding no harvest of spotted seatrout over 20 inches, 
remain in effect through May 10. 

Changes effective May 11: 

• Snook and red drum will remain catch-and-
release only for an additional year through May 
31, 2020. 

• Spotted seatrout will be catch-and-release only, 
including no commercial harvest through May 
31, 2020. 

 
The approved changes will give these important fisher-
ies additional time to recover from red tide. Staff will 
continue monthly monitoring of local red drum, snook 
and spotted seatrout populations throughout the com-
ing year to help determine whether these species are 
rebuilding under the temporary management measures. 

Staff will also revisit the snook extension in early 2020 
to determine if that species may be reopened to harvest 
earlier than May 31, 2020. 

Staff has been working with partners including Coastal 
Conservation Association Florida, Duke Energy and 
Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium to raise and re-
lease red drum and snook into southwest Florida wa-
ters to help address red tide impacts. 

http://www.theanglersmark.com
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I 
n March the Club has the honor of hosting Master 
Casting Instructor Dusty Sprague for its annual 
Rendezvous at Deep Creek. For those of use in at-

tendance, it was a treat to learn form one of the best and 
most influential casting instructors  
 
Dusty’s father taught him how to fly fish in the late 
1950s.  began fly fishing in the late 1950s. He began 
tying flies and teaching fly casting in the 1970’s; and 
guiding in the early 1980’s. He has fly fished for fresh 
or saltwater species in much of the US, Belize, Mexico, 
the Bahamas, and Canada, and has guided in Colorado, 
northern New Mexico and southeast Alaska.  
 
He is the lead instructor for Boca Grande Outfitters in 
southwest Florida and was the lead instructor for the 
former Casey Key Anglers and Outfitters and Flying 
Fish Outfitters in Nokomis, Florida. He has been the 
lead instructor for the past seven years at Ascension 
Bay Bonefish Club in Mexico, where he coaches an-
glers pursuing bonefish, permit, tarpon and snook.  
 
He has conducted saltwater fly fishing schools and host-
ed groups in pursuit of shallow-water species in the Ba-
hamas, Mexico, and Belize. He is a former manager of 
The Angler's Covey fly shop and The Peak Fly Shop in 
Colorado Springs and the former manager of the fly 
fishing guide service at the Broadmoor, a five-star re-
sort hotel in Colorado Springs. He, along with Bruce 
Richards was selected by Cabela's corporation to devel-
op and present the first corporate sponsored fly fishing 
training to selected staff from Cabela's northern tier 
stores. He has been a featured presenter of fly casting 
demonstrations at numerous fishing shows and has ap-
peared on NBC’s Today Show and ESPN’s Fishing 
Across America.  
 
Twenty Questions 
 
1. Where are you originally from and how long have 
you lived in Florida? 
 
Originally from a small town on the Mississippi river in 
southeast Missouri.  Moved to Florida from Colorado 
in 2004. 
 
2. What is your job/profession? 

Twenty Questions with  

Dusty Sprague 

I had a 21-year career in the U.S. Air Force, retiring in 
1987.   I retired again in 1998 from OAO Corporation, 
a Colorado Springs defense contractor.  I was director 
of Business Development and Marketing for one of their 
divisions. 
 
3. Tell us a little something about your family? 
 
I lost my dear wife to cancer in October after 50 great 
years together.  We have one daughter, Leslie, a sci-
ence teacher at a high school in Melbourne, Florida. 
 
4. How long have you been fly fishing? 
 
My dad was an avid fly fisher and he taught me the 
sport beginning when I was about 10 years old. 
   
5. Who are your heroes or who do you admire most? 
 
In the fly fishing world the following people have had a 
profound influence on me:   Lefty Kreh, Mel Krieger, 
Steve Rajeff, Joan Wulff, Bruce Richards, Gary Borger, 
Doug Swisher, Al Kyte and more….. 
 
6. Where is your favorite place to fish? 
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Saltwater - South Andros.   Freshwater - Lake Kis-
simmee 
 
7. With what person, living or dead, would you like to 
spend a day on the water?   
 
Saltwater - Lefty.   Freshwater - Rick Clunn 
 
8. Aside from the  obvious (rod, reel and flies) what 
piece of fly fishing gear do you consider essential to 
have with you on the water? 
 
Eye and sun protection 
 
9. What is your “go-to" fly? 
 
Depends on several variables but overall…a single pat-
tern….probably a Clouser Minnow. 
 
10. What is your favorite fish to catch on a fly rod. 
 
Bonefish  
 
11. If you wrote an autobiography, what would the title 
be? 
 
Fishing Of Course !  (Fortunately, in the Air Force, I 
was offered several choices on locations to be stationed 
during my 21-year career.  My decisions  were heavily 
influenced by he local fishing opportunities.  We chose 
Colorado Springs as our retirement location because of 
the fishing opportunities along with opportunities in the 
defense industry.) 

12. What is the last book you read?  
 
Finesse Fishing with Mike Iaconelli 
 
13. If you could put a message on a billboard for mil-
lions of people to see, what would it be? 
 
Be nice to one another ! 
 
14. How may fly rods do you own? 
 
I came to Florida with 31 fly rods…..I’ve pared down to 
6 presently. 
 
15. What is your favorite guilty pleasure? 
 
I really like Mic Ultra. 
 
16. What is your idea of a perfect day on the water? 
 
Favorable weather, hungry fish, good company, and of 
course a cold brew at the end of the day. 
  
17. Which talent or skill would you most like to have? 
 
I’d like to understand the fish better…..several different 
species… 
 
18. If you could travel back in time, what year would 
you visit and why? 
 
I’d love to be back in the 1960s in the Keys fishing for 
tarpon and bonefish. 



 

ww.flyfishjax.com 

 

 
 

Capt. Larry Miniard 
Guide / Angler 

(904) 285-7003 Or (904) 708-0060 
 

captlim@comcast.net or larryminiard@gmail.com 

19. What is your most treasured possession? 
 
I sold it on Ebay.   In dire need of a pair of Power 
Poles for my Action Craft, I sold my Lawrence A. Wal-
dron vise on Ebay for $2950.   Wish now I had not sold 
it.  That vise was a gift from a dear friend. 
 
20. What has been the most significant moment of your 
life thus far? 
 
The loss of my dear wife.  Tragic to me. 
 
Bonus Question: What is the one thing that most peo-
ple can do to improve their fly casting? 
 
Practice correctly. 
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"Next to prayer, fishing is the most per-
sonal relationship of man ."  

Herbert Hoover 
31st President of the United State 

Fly Fisherman  
Geologist 
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B 
y all accounts the First Cost Fly Fisher’s annual 
Rendezvous at Deep Creek was a success. Over 
45 members and guests turned out to spend the 

day with Master Casting Instructor Dusty Sprague.  
 
The day began with coffee, doughnuts and Dusty ex-
plaining the fundamentals of casting. It quickly became 
apparent why Dusty is one of the best casting instruc-
tors around. His clear concise explanations helped to 
demystify the cast. Afterward, Dusty  demonstrated 
various casting techniques and provided one-on-one 
instruction. Assisting Dusty David Lambert and Dick 
Michaelson. It was the perfect opportunity for members 
to fine tune their casting skills before hitting the water 
in the spring.  
 
Lunch was provided by The Spot Café of St. Augus-
tine. Afterward, the Club auctioned and raffled off sev-
eral thousand dollars worth of fly fishing gear, apparel 
and trips. This year’s grand prize was a Hardy Zephrus 
fly rod.  
 
We would like to thank everyone that made this years 
Rendezvous. Banquet Chairman Scott Shober spent nu-
merous hours coordinating and organizing the event. 

First Coast Fly Fishers 

Dusty Sprague 

Featuring 

Rendezvous at Deep Creek 

Helping him along the way were Dick Michaelson, 
John Halverson, Paul Hutchins, Hal Lewis, Ed 
Glowacki, Eric Kazmerchak, Ron Fish, Danny Costel-
lo, David Lambert and Gavin Glover. Several shops 
and guides donated items and trips for the raffle and 
silent auctions, including: Black Creek Outfitters, 
Black Fly Outfitters, Captains James Dumas, Lawrence 
Piper, David Borries,  and Larry Miniard. We would 
also like to than Bobby Weed for allowing us to use 
Deep Creek Lodge for the Rendezvous. Finally, we 
would like to thank all the members and guests who 
attended the Rendezvous.  Thank you! 
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Groundbreaking New Book is the 
First to Focus Exclusively and in a 
Big Way on Women Anglers. 

Fifty Women Who Fish is the most complete book ever 
published about where, why and how women fish.This 
exciting new book is a sweeping portrayal of the lives 
and adventures of 50 exceptional female sport fishers—
some famous who travel the world fishing faraway riv-
ers and oceans, others who are everyday anglers con-
tent to explore local lakes and beaches. 

Of 35.8 million anglers who fish for sport in America, 
9.8 million are women, according to the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s most recent comprehensive national 
survey of outdoor recreation. 

Although more than one in every four American an-
glers is a woman, until recently fishing for sport—
especially for prized game species—was considered by 
many a “man’s game.” 

Fifty Women Who Fish puts that myth to rest forever. 

Author Steve Kantner of Fort Lauderdale, Florida spent 
two full years interviewing devout anglers far and wide 
for this book. He 

sought out a wide range of individual female anglers, 
age 20 to 90, from Florida to Alaska, Massachusetts to 
Oregon. They fish for trout, bass, tuna, bluefish, strip-
ers, tarpon, bonefish, roosterfish, marlin, sailfish—
anything and everything that swims in freshwater and 
salt. They fish with flies and lures and bait. All are pas-
sionate about their favorite outdoor sport. Many of their 
personal stories are riveting. All are interesting. 

“As these diverse and vivid portraits reveal,” publisher 
Thomas R. Pero said, “women are not only highly ac-
complished on the water, they are increasingly active in 
efforts to protect and restore the aquatic ecosystems and 
wild populations of fish on which our entire sport de-
pends.” 

The large-format book is a gorgeous hardcover produc-
tion of more than 300 pages with hundreds of color 
photos. It sells for $59.95. The book is proudly printed 
in Michigan by skilled American craftsmen on paper 
milled in Wisconsin. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Steve Kantner is a former guide and outdoor expert 
who entered the fishing business after stepping off the 
canal banks in his native south Florida. Steve’s cameo 
enterprise, Landcaptain, Inc., takes its name from how 

he guided customers on foot—or from the seat of his 
car. A Florida fixture for more than 50 years, Kantner 
has walked (and fished) practically every foot of surf, 
pier and canal bank that’s accessible to anglers on foot. 

After starring in various television productions—ones 
that showcased his unique approach to fishing and 
guiding—and hosting a drive-time radio show, Steve 
decided to become a full-time writer. He later added fly
-casting instructor, seminar promoter and, eventually, 
editor whose byline has appeared in Salt Water Sports-
man, Florida Sportsman, Fly Rod & Reel, Fly Fishing 
in Salt Waters and other popular publications. He has 
also written for the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, and 
was once the assistant editor as well as editor-at-large 
and opinion columnist for Florida Fishing Weekly. 

Fans of Andy Mill’s classic A Passion for Tarpon, pub-
lished in 2010 by Wild River Press, will recall that 
Kantner wrote the angling history chapter. He is also 
the author of The Ultimate Guide to Fishing South 
Florida on Foot (2014) and, most recently, Backcoun-
try Flies: From Swamp to Surf (2019). 
 
Steve is widely regarded as the “walk-in expert.” In 
sharing what he’s learned with others, he adds practical 
knowledge to scientific perspective—thanks to  a de-
gree in science―along with a twist of Falstaffian hu-
mor. The result, he hopes, will direct his readers not 
only in finding fish, but also in how to catch them. And 
now he’s embarked on that greatest of adventures: the 
study of accomplished women. 



 

MAY 2019 TIDES JACKSONVILLE (MAYPORT BAR PILOT DOCK) 

DATE DATE DATE

5/1/2019 Wed 12:40 AM 0.58 L 5/16/2019 Thu 1:08 PM -0.52 L 5/24/2019 Fri 7:29 AM 0.43 L

5/1/2019 Wed 7:06 AM 4.29 H 5/16/2019 Thu 7:54 PM 5.42 H 5/24/2019 Fri 1:36 PM 3.82 H

5/1/2019 Wed 12:57 PM 0.28 L 5/17/2019 Fri 1:49 AM -0.4 L 5/24/2019 Fri 7:23 PM 0.76 L

5/1/2019 Wed 7:26 PM 4.57 H 5/17/2019 Fri 8:11 AM 4.78 H 5/25/2019 Sat 1:59 AM 4.26 H

5/2/2019 Thu 1:25 AM 0.41 L 5/17/2019 Fri 1:56 PM -0.58 L 5/25/2019 Sat 8:20 AM 0.52 L

5/2/2019 Thu 7:48 AM 4.37 H 5/17/2019 Fri 8:44 PM 5.55 H 5/25/2019 Sat 2:26 PM 3.76 H

5/2/2019 Thu 1:36 PM 0.13 L 5/18/2019 Sat 2:40 AM -0.46 L 5/25/2019 Sat 8:23 PM 0.87 L

5/2/2019 Thu 8:08 PM 4.79 H 5/18/2019 Sat 9:00 AM 4.71 H 5/26/2019 Sun 2:49 AM 4.09 H

5/3/2019 Fri 2:07 AM 0.25 L 5/18/2019 Sat 2:42 PM -0.56 L 5/26/2019 Sun 9:10 AM 0.54 L

5/3/2019 Fri 8:29 AM 4.41 H 5/18/2019 Sat 9:31 PM 5.56 H 5/26/2019 Sun 3:19 PM 3.79 H

5/3/2019 Fri 2:12 PM -0.01 L 5/19/2019 Sun 3:28 AM -0.44 L 5/26/2019 Sun 9:21 PM 0.9 L

5/3/2019 Fri 8:48 PM 4.96 H 5/19/2019 Sun 9:48 AM 4.59 H 5/27/2019 Mon 3:42 AM 3.98 H

5/4/2019 Sat 2:47 AM 0.12 L 5/19/2019 Sun 3:26 PM -0.44 L 5/27/2019 Mon 9:57 AM 0.49 L

5/4/2019 Sat 9:10 AM 4.42 H 5/19/2019 Sun 10:17 PM 5.45 H 5/27/2019 Mon 4:15 PM 3.89 H

5/4/2019 Sat 2:48 PM -0.11 L 5/20/2019 Mon 4:15 AM -0.33 L 5/27/2019 Mon 10:16 PM 0.86 L

5/4/2019 Sat 9:27 PM 5.09 H 5/20/2019 Mon 10:34 AM 4.43 H 5/28/2019 Tue 4:36 AM 3.94 H

5/5/2019 Sun 3:26 AM 0.03 L 5/20/2019 Mon 4:10 PM -0.24 L 5/28/2019 Tue 10:42 AM 0.4 L

5/5/2019 Sun 9:51 AM 4.39 H 5/20/2019 Mon 11:02 PM 5.26 H 5/28/2019 Tue 5:09 PM 4.07 H

5/5/2019 Sun 3:24 PM -0.17 L 5/21/2019 Tue 5:01 AM -0.14 L 5/28/2019 Tue 11:09 PM 0.76 L

5/5/2019 Sun 10:08 PM 5.16 H 5/21/2019 Tue 11:19 AM 4.26 H 5/29/2019 Wed 5:28 AM 3.94 H

5/6/2019 Mon 4:06 AM 0 L 5/21/2019 Tue 4:53 PM 0.02 L 5/29/2019 Wed 11:26 AM 0.28 L

5/6/2019 Mon 10:33 AM 4.33 H 5/21/2019 Tue 11:45 PM 5.01 H 5/29/2019 Wed 5:59 PM 4.29 H

5/6/2019 Mon 4:02 PM -0.17 L 5/22/2019 Wed 5:48 AM 0.07 L 5/30/2019 Thu 12:00 AM 0.61 L

5/6/2019 Mon 10:50 PM 5.18 H 5/22/2019 Wed 12:04 PM 4.08 H 5/30/2019 Thu 6:17 AM 3.99 H

5/7/2019 Tue 4:48 AM 0.02 L 5/22/2019 Wed 5:38 PM 0.3 L 5/30/2019 Thu 12:08 PM 0.13 L

5/7/2019 Tue 11:17 AM 4.25 H 5/23/2019 Thu 12:28 AM 4.75 H 5/30/2019 Thu 6:47 PM 4.54 H

5/7/2019 Tue 4:44 PM -0.11 L 5/23/2019 Thu 6:38 AM 0.27 L 5/31/2019 Fri 12:49 AM 0.43 L

5/7/2019 Tue 11:34 PM 5.15 H 5/23/2019 Thu 12:49 PM 3.93 H 5/31/2019 Fri 7:05 AM 4.04 H

5/8/2019 Wed 5:35 AM 0.09 L 5/23/2019 Thu 6:28 PM 0.56 L 5/31/2019 Fri 12:51 PM -0.03 L

5/8/2019 Wed 12:03 PM 4.17 H 5/24/2019 Fri 1:12 AM 4.49 H 5/31/2019 Fri 7:31 PM 4.78 H

5/8/2019 Wed 5:32 PM 0 L

5/9/2019 Thu 12:22 AM 5.07 H

5/9/2019 Thu 6:28 AM 0.16 L

5/9/2019 Thu 12:54 PM 4.11 H

5/9/2019 Thu 6:28 PM 0.12 L

5/10/2019 Fri 1:15 AM 4.97 H

5/10/2019 Fri 7:28 AM 0.21 L

5/10/2019 Fri 1:51 PM 4.1 H

5/10/2019 Fri 7:32 PM 0.22 L

5/11/2019 Sat 2:13 AM 4.85 H

5/11/2019 Sat 8:30 AM 0.19 L

5/11/2019 Sat 2:53 PM 4.16 H

5/11/2019 Sat 8:42 PM 0.24 L

5/12/2019 Sun 3:17 AM 4.77 H

5/12/2019 Sun 9:31 AM 0.09 L

5/12/2019 Sun 4:01 PM 4.33 H

5/12/2019 Sun 9:50 PM 0.17 L

5/13/2019 Mon 4:24 AM 4.74 H

5/13/2019 Mon 10:29 AM -0.05 L

5/13/2019 Mon 5:06 PM 4.59 H

5/13/2019 Mon 10:55 PM 0.04 L

5/14/2019 Tue 5:27 AM 4.75 H

5/14/2019 Tue 11:24 AM -0.22 L

5/14/2019 Tue 6:07 PM 4.9 H

5/14/2019 Tue 11:57 PM -0.12 L

5/15/2019 Wed 6:26 AM 4.79 H

5/15/2019 Wed 12:17 PM -0.39 L

5/15/2019 Wed 7:02 PM 5.2 H

5/16/2019 Thu 12:55 AM -0.27 L

5/16/2019 Thu 7:20 AM 4.8 H

HEIGHTTIME HEIGHT TIME HEIGHT TIME

Largemouth bass 
at 11 o'clock!


