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Welcome to the first news brief of the Children’s Foundation of Mississippi, an independent operating 

foundation formed in 2019, focused upon improving policies and systems change to promote positive outcomes 

on behalf of Mississippi’s children. As of January 2020, we are the new home for Mississippi KIDS COUNT. We 

serve as a facilitator, convener, advocate and catalyst for change.  

A Note from the Executive Director, Linda Southward 

In this unprecedented moment, we are being reminded of just how connected and interdependent we all are. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has upended the workplace for many. While some workers have been laid off, others 

are fortunate to be able to work from home. Essential service providers are on the front lines, filling critical 

needs in hospitals, grocery stores and delivery companies. In turn, these workers now need individuals to 

provide them with emergency childcare. Volunteers across our state are pitching in to do whatever they can to 

sustain us. There has never been such a time as this in our lifetime and we depend on each other now, more 

than ever.  

Even though it may feel counter-intuitive to promote connectedness at the same time we’re practicing “social 

distancing”, we must think both strategically and creatively to sustain our momentum in mapping a pathway 

forward for Mississippi’s children.  The Children’s Foundation of Mississippi will be providing accessible, 

science-based resources through our social media platforms.  We invite and encourage you to share what you 

are learning so that we can share and learn from one another in these challenging times.       

As a reminder of our collective hope and resolve, I share reflections on COVID-19 by Jack Shonkoff, M.D., 

Director of the Harvard Center for the Developing Child:  

 

“The question is not whether we will get through the ordeal that lies ahead—because we will. The important 

questions are how well we can work together to protect all young children and their families and how much 

we will learn from this unprecedented challenge and make necessary changes for the future.” 

 

Below, we offer you some resources to help you navigate during this crisis. 

 

From Mississippi Thrive, resources for healthcare providers, teachers, and families: 

https://mississippithrive.com/coronavirus-covid-19-resources/ 

https://mississippithrive.com/coronavirus-covid-19-resources/


 

 

 

  

Given the fact that recovery from this crisis will take many resources, it has never been more important to be 

counted in the 2020 Census. If you have not completed your census form online, we urge you to do so. You can 

also help by promoting it on your personal social media pages. To understand the importance of being counted, 

see the KIDS COUNT 2020 Census Fast Facts here: https://tinyurl.com/wefbm4s 

 

 

 

From MISSISSIPPI TODAY, an interactive map for receiving meals for children who might 0therwise go 

hungry due to school closures. Find it here at: https://tinyurl.com/u63wepg 

 

 

Something Strange Happened in My City  

A social story about the coronavirus pandemic for children 

 

Dr. Shu-Chen “Jenny” Yen is an associate professor in the Department of Child and Adolescent Studies, 

California State University, Fullerton. She created and shared her first social story with the public for the 911 

terrorist attacks by the al-Qaeda on the United States on September 11, 2001. To date, she has created several 

social stories for young victims who were impacted by typhoons, earthquakes, hurricanes in Taiwan, China, the 

Philippines, Puerto Rico, and the USA. With trauma-informed care practice in mind, she hopes this social story 

can help children living in the impacted areas find love and courage. You may find it at: 

https://tinyurl.com/wkr3au4  

 

 

For more information on the Children’s Foundation of Mississippi and KIDS COUNT, please visit our website 

at www.childrensfoundationms.org.  

  

Please follow and like us on Facebook here and on Twitter here.  
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