WHY CREATE A CHILDREN’S
FOUNDATION IN MISSISSIPPI?
Approximately
1 out of 4
children in Mississippi
live in poverty
Income < $24,339

The basis of lifelong well-being is built in
the earliest stages of life, when the brain
and body are developing rapidly – and
the basis of Mississippi’s future well-being is
healthy child development. Today’s
children are tomorrow’s neighbors, leaders,
and workforce.
In early childhood, the brain is undergoing
intense construction: it makes 1 million new
neural connections each second. That’s
why experts recommend that young
children have rich learning opportunities in
the preschool years. It’s why the American
Academy of Pediatricians ask doctors to
check on children’s developmental
progress frequently throughout early
childhood. It is easier and more effective to
build a sturdy foundation than it is to repair
or shore it up later.
But in Mississippi, we’re missing
opportunities to do the right thing at the
right time. Only 30% of our children have
had a doctor or other health professional
check on their overall development with a
validated screening tool. Only 5% attend
a PreK program that is funded through the
state budget. Since we don’t do enough
to support development or detect and
address problems early on, when taking
action would be most effective,
it’s no wonder that our state lands
at or near the bottom of national
child well-being rankings
every year.

»

Only 3 out of 10
young children get
developmental
screenings



For Mississippi to reach its
potential, we must make
sure our state’s children
reach theirs. When we
make sure that children
get off to a strong start,
we’re setting the stage
for our communities to
realize new possibilities.

TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE CONTACT US:
Linda Southward, Executive Director
Linda@ChildrensFoundationMS.org
www.ChildrensFoundationMS.org

“NOTHING HAPPENS UNTIL
SOMETHING MOVES.”
-ALBERT EINSTEIN

THE PURPOSE?
A healthy start for children
establishes a strong foundation for
lifelong learning and contributions to
our community. The Children’s
Foundation of Mississippi is a new,
independent operating foundation
focused on improving the policies
and systems that affect child
development.
We were founded in 2019 to serve
as a convener, facilitator, advocate,
and catalyst for positive change for
Mississippi’s children.

WHAT WILL IT TAKE TO
TURN THE CURVE?

WHAT WILL THE CHILDREN’S
FOUNDATION ACCOMPLISH?
The Children’s Foundation of Mississippi
will make existing efforts to build child
well-being more effective. The resources
and opportunities we provide will help the
children’s sector work more strategically.
For example, we will:
• Shape Systems.
We will build more effective and more
intentional systems by advocating for better
policies, and by convening policymakers,
agencies, organizations, and communities
to work on systems-level problems.
• Foster Collaboration.
We will create a blueprint for child
well-being in Mississippi that articulates
what our state can do to address important
children’s issues, bring stakeholders
together to implement the plan, and
provide updates on the progress.
• Deliver Data.
In 2020, the Children’s Foundation of
Mississippi will become the new home for
Mississippi KIDS COUNT and will provide the
data that advocates and decisionmakers
need to be informed. Through a variety of
publications and resources, it will monitor
the critical indicators of our state’s child
well-being.

The well-being of children in Mississippi
is on the right trajectory, but progress
has been slow and steady at best. We
don’t have to be satisfied with gradual
improvement. By adding focus,
promoting strategic thinking, and
creating more intentional alliances,
together we can “turn the curve” and
make a major difference in outcomes.

