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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Hoping all is well! This year, 2020, is coming to a close, we will 
always remember 2020!  
 
Normally, we have a festive get together at this time of year, last year 
our Christmas luncheon was held at Deer Creek Golf Club. We had 
over 300 Probus members attend, most were from our club, the rest 
from the Lakeside Probus Club. Since we are not able to have 
anywhere near those numbers this year, we will have another virtual 
meeting, albeit, a week earlier than normal, on Wednesday, 
December 16th. Your management team wishes you a Merry 
Christmas, please join us on the 16th, on Zoom or on Facebook. 
 
Our last meeting was very successful. We had Marilyn Werry go over 
our activities, Iris Forsey, let us know where we stand with our 
membership numbers. We are currently at 323 members. Just a 
reminder, and Iris will do this again on the 16th, we will be accepting 
payment of $10 for this years membership, The due date is 
December 31. I would like to see the rest of our members renew once 
again. Kathy Borisko, introduced our speaker, his name, David T. 
Chapman, and his presentation was exceptional. Thank you once 
again to David, and also to Kathy, you keep coming up with these 
wonderful presenters. 
 
We have missed many activities over the year, we have missed our 
trips to the north, to the south, to Windsor, to Quebec. We will do 
them once again, soon. We will play euchre, we will play billiards, we 
will have wonderful get togethers, we will. Please stay safe, you are 
the best group ever, I miss our in person meetings, I miss all of you. 
 
All the best, hope to see you on Wednesday, December 16, starts at 
10 am. 
 

Jim Hare, President 

 
 
We hope you enjoy this edition of Grey Matters as we close out 2020.  
Please join us on Wednesday, December 16th for our virtual meeting. 
 
Stay safe and keep in touch with your family and friends! 

 
 

Sandy Smiles, Editor 
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE UPDATES 

David Werry – Past President 
Special thanks to Shirley Humphries for organizing and providing the following instructions for our December 
virtual meeting.   
 

We will be using the same Zoom meeting format as last month. This month when using the Zoom meeting 
app, all participants will be visible. Participants will be muted upon entry into the meeting and will be muted 
during the presentation. Noise from each household can interrupt the speaker’s screen and make viewing 
more challenging. We ask that if you prefer not to be visible, shut off the Zoom video when connecting or try 
connecting through Facebook.  
  
Registration will not be required but we ask that you use this link for yourself and do not share with non-
Pickering PROBUS members. There is a maximum of 99 participants only. If we have reached the maximum, 
you will need to connect on the Facebook group page at the time of the meeting or watch at a later date. 
Many people viewed last month’s virtual meeting at a later time. If you have any questions, please contact 
Shirley Humphries at shirlmcnamara587@gmail.com. 
  
Our Pickering PROBUS Facebook group currently has 160 members. You can find information about future 
speakers and can also watch the presentation on your Facebook page once your request to join has been 
approved.  
  
Our December meeting will be broadcast virtually onto our PROBUS Club of Pickering Facebook page. Please 
note that the meeting start time is 10:00 am. It is suggested to launch Zoom and Facebook ahead of 10:00 am, 
but please note that there may be a few minutes delay in launching the meeting. We will endeavour to start 
the meeting on time. 
  
We are encouraging PROBUS Club of Pickering members to join our Facebook group. Our Facebook group is 
restricted to current PROBUS Club of Pickering members. PROBUS club members can find our group on 
Facebook by searching in groups under the name PROBUS Club of Pickering. Please answer the three 
Facebook group questions when requesting access to the group. Requests will be denied if this section is 
incomplete. Once in the PROBUS Facebook group, please click on the event and indicate if you are "going", 
"maybe" or "not going". A notification of the upcoming event will then appear on your Facebook notifications 
and the event will appear in your Facebook news feed at the time of the meeting. If you have any questions 
about the Facebook group, please contact either Shirley Humphries at shirlmcnamara587@gmail.com or Judy 
Ouellette at judyouellette16@gmail.com. Please request access before the day of the meeting or your request 
may be missed. 
  
If you wish to view the meeting through Zoom on December 16th at 10:00 am, use the following link: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960508145?pwd=a1BXcWIzNnJjOFMwQ2lsQWlCd3o0UT09 

Meeting ID: 879 6050 8145 Passcode: 123456  

Please be aware, if you use your cell phone, data from your cell phone plan may be used. 

  

http://www.pickeringprobus.ca/events/category/events/speakers/list/
mailto:shirlmcnamara587@gmail.com
mailto:shirlmcnamara587@gmail.com
mailto:judyouellette16@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87960508145?pwd=a1BXcWIzNnJjOFMwQ2lsQWlCd3o0UT09


Website - http://www.pickeringprobus.ca 

Iris Forsey - Membership 
Thanks to all our members who have renewed for their kind notes and appreciation. Our renewed 
membership is a total of 323.  Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
 
Kathy Borisko – Speakers 
Tim Burrows is our December speaker.  His talk is entitled “Should Your Next Car be Electric?” and in 
it, he makes the case that we are nearing the “tipping point” when electric cars will replace those 
powered by gasoline.  Tim also touches on the state of self-driving technology and what autonomous 
cars could mean for the future. 
 

Marilyn Werry – Activities 
Hello everyone!  I hope the fall has gone well for all of you and that despite the restrictions of COVID 
you are enjoying this festive Christmas season. I wish each of you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas. 
 
Although our Activities have been limited, my thanks goes out to all of the Activity Leaders. We 
enjoyed a great Golf season with leader, Jim Hare. Debbie Cox, R.O.D.E.O. leader, has kept her 
group connected through her monthly newsletter. Since our groups are unable to meet in person, we 
are reaching out virtually and through our Newsletter. I hope you will take a minute to read the 
“Spotlight on Activities” submission this month. Kathy Kwiecien, our Cribbage leader, has written an 
interesting article on the history of Cribbage and the rules of play. Lately, David and I have frequently 
had our board out! Despite the pandemic restrictions we have some fun filled activities underway.  
Hope you will consider joining in if you haven’t done so already. 
 
Virtual Trivia 
Host, Alan Tibbles, is presenting several Zoom Trivia events on the theme, “Who Knew?” Our second 
one is coming up on Tuesday, December 8th from 3 to 4 p.m.  Alan covers a wide variety of topics 
geared to folks 50 plus. It is professionally done and a lot of fun! You don’t have to be Einstein to play 
and it could be a learning experience at the same time!  Alan can accommodate up to 25 Zoom 
screens. Couples are welcome. Thanks to Shirley Humphries for acting as our Zoom host. 
 
January ZOOM Trivia - Be the first to sign up! 
Third Virtual Trivia Session: Join us on Tuesday, January 5th, 2021 from 3 to 4 p.m. 
Please let Marilyn Werry know if you are interested: mjwerry@gmail.com 
 
Christmas Recipe Exchange 
The first ever Pickering Probus Christmas Recipe Exchange will have a Zoom celebration on 
Thursday, December 10 at 3 p.m. Group leader, Shirley Humphries, has collated a Christmas 
Recipe Booklet containing delicious recipes and their meaningful stories from 19 Probus members. 
What is Christmas without special memories of favourite recipes and the wonderful cooks who 
prepared them? Thanks for this great experience, Shirley! 
 
Virtual Painting Party - “Get Your Picasso On!” 
Join host Jennifer Oberhammer on Zoom Thursday, January 14th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Not 
artistic? No problem. Jennifer will guide you step by step until you have proudly completed your own 
masterpiece.  
 
The best part?   Jennifer supplies everything from paints, to brushes…even an apron! AND… she will 
deliver to your door! 
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A copy of January’s painting, “Snow Bunnies” is featured 
here. 
 
Cost:   $30  ($20 TO REGISTER AND $10 FOR SUPPLIES)  
(If you decide to buy your own supplies it may cost between 
$12 to $15. Jennifer provides a list of necessary supplies) 
 
Delivery: FREE   ….TO YOUR DOORSTEP 
 
Payment:   To Marilyn Werry (e-transfer, cheque or cash) 
 
Interested?  Please contact Marilyn Werry    
mjwerry@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON ACTIVITIES 
 

Cribbage 
 
Cribbage or Crib is usually played by 2 players but can be played by 3 or 4 players. It is a counting 
game using cards and a board with pegs. 
 
It originated in Britain and was characterized as Britain’s national card game and the only one legally 
playable on licensed premises (pubs and clubs) without local authority permission. 
 
It involves playing and grouping cards in combinations which gain points. You count your points by 
pegging around the board. Visually, cribbage is known for its scoring board - a serious of holes on the 
which the score is tallied with pegs, this is commonly known as pegging. The 2 pegs are used in a 
leapfrog fashion, so if one person loses track during count then the one peg still marks the previous 
score. 
 
For 2 players six cards are dealt to each. Once the cards are dealt each player chooses four cards to 
keep and discards the other 2 (face down) into a pile called the Crib. The crib will be the dealers to 
count later.  The person to reach or peg to 121 points wins the game or reaches the end of the board, 
 
Scoring 
 
You try to keep cards that equal the sum of 15 

• 10+5 or 8+7 or 9+6 which gives you 2 points 
• a pair gives you 2 points, 3 of a kind gives you 6 points, 4 of a kind gives you 12 points 
• a run of 3 or more cards of the same suit scores the number of cards in the run 

 
Cathy Kwiecien 
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HOLIDAY EVENTS 
 

Christmas Drive Thru Tour 
Pickering Museum Village 

December 5th, 6th, 12th and 13th  
 

Visit the museum this holiday season and experience the spirit of Christmas through the brand-new 
Christmas drive-thru tour. Journey back through the years to learn how our popular Christmas 
traditions started. Hear how Rudolph the Red Nosed reindeer came to be and when the Christmas 
carol first started. End your tour with a safe-distanced visit with Santa Claus! 

Tickets are timed entry between 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Tour time is approximately 35 minutes.  

Pre-registration required in advance either online on our What's On page at 
pickeringmuseumvillage.ca or by calling the museum at 905.683.8401.   

Cost per vehicle is $20 plus tax.    

 
Music4Life String Orchestra presents “Home for the Holidays” 

Saturday, December 12th 
A ½ hour virtual livestream 

Streaming on Facebook at 5 pm and 7 pm 
We hope you join us for this special seasonal event in support of community music and recognition of 

our front-line care and support workers! 
Events:Tickets | Ajax | Music4Life String Orchestra (music4lifeensemble.ca) 

 

.  

Length of Experience: 15-20 minute drive through experience (please note there may be delays along 
the route to see Santa and your experience times may vary) 

Price: Members: $20.00 per Car and Non-Members: $25.00 per Car 
 
Dates: now until December 21st 2020 
 
Times: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm (timed tickets must be pre-purchased online in advance). 
 
More Information and tickets - Toronto Zoo | Holiday Drive-Thru 
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TRAVEL MEMORIES 

Athens to Monte Carlo 

We arrived in Athens two days prior to our cruise and stayed in the heart of Athens, in the Plaka.  The 

Plaka known as the Neighbourhood of Gods” due to its proximity to the Acropolis plus it was also the 

name of the hotel where we stayed.  The Plaka hotel is central to everything and our room faced the 

Acropolis.  What a view! 

 

 

This is a picture of the 

Plaka square with the 

Acropolis in the 

background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The highlight of our stay in Athens was the 3 hour “Athens Free Walking Tour”. Our guided tour 

included the Syntagma Square, The National Garden in Athens, Panathenaic or Kallimarmaro 

Stadium and the Acropolis. A great way to see the city. 

We boarded our Azamara ship for an 11 night Mediterranean experience.  Although the ship 

exceeded our expectations it was the shore excursions that were most memorable. 

We booked a private tour in Malta through “My Maltese Guide”. Our friendly and informative guide 

took us on an eight-hour tour of Malta starting in Valletta.   

From there we stopped at the ancient temples of Hagar 

Qim and Mnajdra – which date back over 7,000 years (and 

are even older than Stonehenge and the Egyptian 

Pyramids!).  
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Our tour also included a stop at the only film set that still stands in Europe, the movie site of “Popeye” 

starring Robin Williams. The rustic buildings were constructed with wooden materials imported from 

Holland and Canada.  The wooden tiles for the rooftops were transported from Canada.  

 

Popeye Village also known as Sweethaven Village, Malta 

On to Catania, Sicily where we also booked a private tour.  Our first stop was the Siracusa 

archaeological site which contained the remains of the ancient city and an active Greek amphitheater.  

We were totally unprepared for our next stop and activity in Ortigia, also known as Citta Vecchia, the 

old city of Siracusa.  It is separated by a narrow channel from the modern city.   

Six of us got into a small fishing boat and we headed to one of the three connecting bridges.  We 

were convinced that we wouldn’t clear the bridge but when we got closer the guide motioned to us to 

lay down and he lowered 

the covering because the 

water was so high we 

wouldn’t clear the bridge 

otherwise.    

   

  

This is my back as we 

were heading toward the 

bridge. 
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From there we ventured out into the Bay of Siracusa and the guide took us into some of the caves.  It 

was rough and we bounced around the cave walls.  We laughed so hard but our first thought was we 

were going to die.  The guide only spoke Italian so we were at his mercy!   

Pompeii and the Amalfi Coast was our next stop.  You could spend a whole day walking around 

Pompeii but we decided to hire a guide to give us a two hour tour showing us the highlights. We 

continued on the Amalfi Drive to visit Ravello and Positano.   

Our time was limited when we arrived in Rome.  It was at least an hour’s drive from the port in 

Civitavecchia to the Colosseum.  We had time to explore the Colosseum and then to the Catacombs.  

Our plan was to visit St. Peter’s Basilica however, it was too crowded and there wasn’t enough time 

before we had to be back to the ship. 

Livorno was our second last port and we were docked here for two nights.  We toured Pisa to see the 

Leaning Tower and then off to Lucca which is a medieval and walled town. Unfortunately for us we 

didn’t know they were holding a Comic-Con event and we couldn’t see too much of Lucca.  Our final 

night in Livorno was a “Three Tenors” concert put on by Azamara. 

Our last port of call was Monte Carlo.  We were surprised at how small the country is which is built on 

a hill.  We of course had to visit the casino.  We didn’t play any of the gaming machines but spent 

more time watching all of the exotic cars travelling in that area. 

We have wonderful memories from that trip where we met up with some wonderful folks from around 

the world including Colorado and Australia.  We still correspond with our Colorado friends. 

So remember…………… 
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A LITTLE LAUGHTER 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 

Merry Christmas Everyone 
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