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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

What do you think about the election results to our south? Do you 
think that President Trump will concede? Pretty happy that we have a 
different system in place! Hoping that everything will fall into place, we 
need everyone to work together to solve this pandemic. We need to 
do all that we can to stay safe, follow guidelines, wear masks when 
necessary, keep social and physical distancing, wash hands often.  
 
Our membership is now at 323 members, renewals are open until the 
end of the year. I believe we had 416 members last year, I'm still 
hoping to get closer to that number. Please contact Iris Forsey, to 
keep up your Pickering Probus membership. 
 
We are having virtual General Meetings every month. It seems that 
we have about 125 members on Zoom and Facebook for our 
meetings. Please join us again on Wednesday, November 25. 
 
Please look at the newsletter for updates on activities, and to see 
what your Management Team is doing for you. Other articles of 
interest also. 
 
We would like to hear from you, let us know how you are doing.  
 
Be safe, looking forward to seeing all of you soon! 
 

Jim Hare, President 

 
 

THINGS TO NOTE 
 

• City of Pickering offering a session on Scams – tomorrow! 

• We have a wonderful speaker for this month, so please sign in 
through Facebook or Zoom. 

• Lots of new activities have been organized by Marilyn so check 
them out 

• Also, Joe has provided a very interesting Travel Memory on Spain. 
 

 
 
 

Sandy Smiles, Editor 
 

http://www.pickeringprobus.ca/events/category/events/speakers/list/
mailto:dkwerry70@gmail.com
mailto:irisforsey@gmail.com
mailto:pickeringprobus234@gmail.com
mailto:shirlievanputten@rogers.com
mailto:kborisko@hotmail.com
mailto:Roberts.jhr@rogers.com


Website - http://www.pickeringprobus.ca 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE UPDATES 

David Werry – Past President 
Thanks again to Shirley Humphries for organizing and providing the following instructions for 
our November virtual meeting. 
 
We will be using a different Zoom format this month and some of you may be familiar with. We 
are comparing the two versions of Zoom and will let you know which version we are using for 
future meetings. This month when using the Zoom meeting app, all participants will be 
visible and will be muted during the presentation. We ask that if you prefer not to be visible, 
shut off the Zoom video when connecting or try connecting through Facebook.  
 

Registration will not be required but we ask that you use this link for yourself and do not 
share with non-Pickering PROBUS members. If you have any questions, please contact 
Shirley Humphries at shirlmcnamara587@gmail.com. 
 

Our Pickering PROBUS Facebook group currently has 159 members. You can find information 
about future speakers and can also watch the presentation on your Facebook page once your 
request to join has been approved.  
 

Our November meeting will be broadcast virtually onto our PROBUS Club of Pickering 
Facebook page. More information related to our November and future meetings will be 
available on our Facebook page. Please note that the meeting start time is 10:00 am. It is 
suggested to launch Zoom and Facebook ahead of 10:00 am, but please note that there may 
be a few minutes delay in launching the meeting. We will endeavour to start the meeting on 
time. 
  
We are encouraging PROBUS Club of Pickering members to join our Facebook group. Our 
Facebook group is restricted to current PROBUS Club of Pickering members. PROBUS club 
members can find our group on Facebook by searching in groups under the name PROBUS 
Club of Pickering. Please answer the three Facebook group questions when requesting 
access to the group. Requests will be denied if this section is incomplete. Once in the 
PROBUS Facebook group, please click on the event and indicate if you are "going", 
"maybe" or "not going". A notification of the upcoming event will then appear on your 
Facebook notifications and the event will appear in your Facebook news feed at the time of the 
meeting. If you have any questions about the Facebook group, please contact either Shirley 
Humphries at shirlmcnamara587@gmail.com or Judy Ouellette at judyouellette16@gmail.com.  
Please request access before the day of the meeting or your request may be missed. 
  
If you wish to view the meeting through Zoom on November 25th at 10:00 am, use the 
following link: 
  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88322393022?pwd=NUVlQVZScWtwL3l1WE1WZWtaM2ZyUT09 
  
Meeting ID: 883 2239 3022  Passcode: 123456 

 
Please be aware, if you use your cell phone, data from your cell phone plan may be used. 
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John Catanho – Treasurer 
We are now able to accept e-payments from our members. Simply email your payment to the 
email address - probus1ezpay@outlook.com and include the event name or reason. 
 
 
Iris Forsey – Membership 
We will receive payment in the form of a cheque or e-transfer.  To make sure you are receiving 
our monthly newsletters please let us know if your email address has changed. 
 
 
Kathy Borisko – Speakers 
David T. Chapman - Wild, Weird, Wacky Weather 
 
David started doing photography as well as storm 
chasing at the age of 16. He is self-taught in the art 
of photography and has been pursuing his career 
professionally since the age of eighteen.  
 
He learned at a very young age from his father to 
appreciate his surrounding environment. He enjoys 
taking photographs and video of weather 
phenomena, especially lightning, as well as scenery 
and nature.  
 
David likes to seek out unusual examples of nature 
such as inferior mirages, albino birds, ice caves and 
various types of naturally created vortexes, ranging 
in size from dust devils to tornadoes 

 
 

 
Marilyn Werry – Activities 
 
Hi everyone! 
 
Hope you are all doing well. Despite COVID we have a few new, exciting Activities coming up. 
Hope something catches your fancy! 
 
Please read the interesting article on the history of the game of Euchre, submitted by Euchre 
coordinator, Kathy Borisko. Thanks, Kathy! 
 
Shirley Humphries (shirlmcnamara587@gmail.com) is accepting your special recipe and brief 
write up due by Friday, November 27th. She is compiling these for us and THEN we will have a 
pre-Christmas celebration and sharing on ZOOM. Please let Shirley know if you are interested. 
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JOIN US for our first interactive VIRTUAL TRIVIA experience on Tuesday, November 24, 3 to 
4 p.m., with host, Alan Tibbles. Alan has a very professional game ready for us entitled, “Who 
Knew?”  It is geared to those of us over 55 and there are still spaces available! Please email 
Marilyn Werry at: mjwerry@gmail.com to book your place. You will be invited to join the ZOOM 
group by host, Shirley Humphries, just prior to the event. It promises to be great fun!  AND! 
 
Jenn Oberhammer is offering a ZOOM Virtual Painting Class scheduled for Thursday, 
November 26 from 2 to 4 p.m.  She will bring out the artist in you! 
Cost: $20   Jenn will provide you with supplies for $10 if picked up near Keele and Finch. If you 
would prefer a home delivery, Jenn will do so for an additional $10 fee.  She will provide a 
supply list if you prefer to buy your own. 
 
Please let Marilyn Werry know at mjwerry@gmail.com if you would like to participate.  Thanks, 
everyone!  Get your ZOOM on! 

 
ACTIVITY UPDATES 

 
Golf – Jim Hare 
We had a terrific 2020 golf season. There were 16 outings, an average of 26 per event. Well 
done! 
 
It looks like we will stay with the same Thursday times for next year, but I would like to add a 
few other times as well, at different golf clubs. This will allow other members to play with our 
group as they have a conflict with the Thursday time at Spring Creek. I'm open to suggestions.   
Also, some of us need to do some work on our golf game, we could have a couple of outings 
at the Golf Dome in Scarborough, if Covid regulations allow. I will follow up on that.  
 
Thanks again to Don Voorhees for filling in for me a couple of times, you were terrific. Thanks 
for all the support, we have a great group, hoping to see you in 2021 at Spring Creek, looking 
forward to those BBQ's and the fellowship, along with the great golf! 
 
 
RODEO (Retired Old Dames Eating Out) - Debbie Cox – 
Postponed until further notice, but here is a unique drink to try in the meantime: 
 

PURPLE PASSION 
 

1 (6 oz.) can grape juice concentrate, thawed 3 juice cans cold water 

1 juice can vodka 1/2 cup lemon juice 

1/2 cup sugar  

 
In a pitcher, combine ingredients and stir until sugar is dissolved. Cover and chill. Serve over 
ice. 
 
Cheers! 
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CITY OF PICKERING - Seniors Centre Without Walls Phone In Programs 

 

“Slam the Scam” 

Join us as we talk about taxes, fraud and scams with CRA!  
Call 905 420-4660 ext. 2080 or email arose@pickering.ca to register.   
Wednesday, November 18th 1:00 p.m. – 2 p.m. 
Session is free however space is limited so call today to reserve your spot. 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON ACTIVITIES 

 
Euchre or eucre (/ˈjuːkər/) is a trick-taking card game commonly played in Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, Great Britain, and the United States.  It is played with a deck of 24, 28, or 32 
standard playing cards.  Normally there are four players, two on each team, although there are 
variations for from two to nine players. 
 

Euchre was responsible for introducing the joker into the modern deck of cards.  The Joker 
Deck was introduced to Americanized Euchre around 1860 with the joker acting as a top trump 
or best Bower (from the German word Bauer, "farmer", denoting also the Jack– see Bester 
Bube).  Euchre is believed to be closely related to the French game Écarté, the seventeenth-
century game Loo, and the 19th-century game Juckerspiel. It may be sometimes referred to as 
Knock Euchre to distinguish it from Bid Euchre. 

Kathy Borisko 

Travel Memories - Joe has provided a wonderful review of his trip to Spain.  For those who 
prefer a visual of the location, I’ve included a map of Spain.     Editor 
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TRAVEL MEMORIES 

Ongoing pandemic restrictions are depressing and with thoughts of future travel, I would like to 
share with you, memories of my trip to Northern Spain.  Done as a side excursion from our 
main tour of France, we crossed the border into Northern Spain for a 5 day tour.  
 
First stop was San Sebastian, a beautifully designed city in the Basque region located adjacent 
to the Atlantic Ocean. Wonderful walking streets called La Rambla awaited our exploration of 

the shops, restaurants and the famous 
Tapas bars.  Here hundreds of different 
appetizer dishes were available all 
equally priced.  Picked our choices, 
found a table and eagerly accepted the 
waiter’s suggestion for a litre of chilled 
Red Sangria to wash done the 
delicacies.  All of this was very 
reasonable priced and absolutely 
delicious.  We walked the many areas 
and rested often at the outdoor cafes to 
people watch and quench our thirst.  

We could sense the ocean breeze and feel the leisurely lifestyle of this remarkable city.  
Wished we could stay for the many available activities but time was short and we had many 
miles to go. 
 
We had pre-booked 3 nights in Barcelona and had a schedule to meet so back on the highway 
to cross northern Spain. 
 
On the way we saw signs for Pamplona and it rang a bell but could not remember why.  So we 
veered off to check.  As we made our way into the central part, we saw scores of people 
dressed in white with red bandanas around their necks.  Intrigued we found a tourist office and 
we were told that it was the Festival of San Fermin (the running of the Bulls).  Wow!  
 
Lucky for us it was a 2 day event so we had the opportunity to see it the next day.  The closest 
hotel with availability was 120 kilometres away but being determined we took it and were in 
place the following day at 5 am for the 8 am run.  We dressed in white with our purchased red 
bandanas and waited.  I was able to walk the actual street that they run on prior to the event.   
Doing so I thought of Ernest Hemingway who probably stood where I was when he was 
inspired to write his famous novel, The Sun also Rises.   
 
The time approached, the runners sang their ceremonial chant to the bulls, the gun shot was 
fired and the bulls released.  Thousands of spectators still on the street started running.  At this 
initial stage the bulls are frightened and just run, further up the street they get nasty and 
injuries occur.  So, I could have stayed and ran with them, but I did not.  Never the less, being 
there to witness the event was a great and unforgettable experience.  
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Navigating the crowds and getting back to our vehicle was a challenge and eventually we were 
back on the road heading East to the Mediterranean side.  
 
Near Zaragoza we stopped for lunch and stumbled upon a beautiful restaurant with great 
service and we ate an excellent lunch with fresh vegetables picked that morning.  This 
common theme of wonderful menus and delicious food was prevalent throughout our travels in 
this region of Spain. 
 
By next day we arrived in Barcelona, an incredible city of history, architecture, lifestyle and 
food markets.  Situated in the Catalan region this is a fiercely independent part of Spain. 
Staying in the central area at a pricey hotel that was well worth the costs, we were within 
walking distance of two Ramblas (walking areas).  The people, the shops, the restaurants, the 
building and sidewalk cafes were an extraordinary experience. 
 
Easy to navigate and offering the ‘Hop-on Hop-off’ bus tours we took different routes during 
our stay and achieved a good rounded tour of the city for the limited 3 days spent there.  
The items of interest are too plentiful to list them all in this article but I will mention a few. 
 
Without doubt our visit to ‘Sagrada Familia’ was fantastic.  A magnificent cathedral that was 
designed and engineered by Antoni Gaudi, a visionary of Catalan Modernism.  It was started in 
1882 and this cathedral is still under construction today.  It is beyond remarkable that Gaudi’s 
dream and his plans have been successfully passed on to scores of engineers who have kept 
his vision intact.  A tour of this facility cost 30 euros each and well worth the price.  We were in 
awe of this massive structure and inspired by the lightness and grandeur of the interior with its 
immense high ceiling bathed in glorious natural light. 
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Guadi died in 1926 and his dream lives on fuelled by the millions of visitors that have toured 
this wonder.  He also designed a modern residential system of gardens and living space that is 
called ‘Parc Guell’. This unfortunately was closed during our stay.  We walked by his other 
creation ‘Casa Mila’ (La Pedrera).  A beautiful structure without any straight lines in its 
construction.   
 
Moving on from the many Sangria stops we were forced to take due to the hot weather we 
checked out the Old Port of Barcelona. Here we wandered through the winding streets with 
shops and outdoor vendors.  Stumbled upon an open market area of fresh foods and other 
delicacies that would boggle your mind.  It was the place to have the best served Paella.  The 
rice dish with chicken and seafood that is made in a heavy iron cast skillet cooked in a fire and 
brought to your table piping hot.  We thoroughly enjoyed it with a cold beer (and then another). 
Last day was spent on the hilltop overlooking the city where we visiting the museums and 
other attractions. The view of the city was spectacular.  
 
So much more to see we marvelled at the architecture of the many famous and modern 
buildings, the shops, the cafes, the excellent food and the people.  The city design with 
diagonal streets, tree lined promenades and the fabulous Rambla that extends to the sea 
makes this a unique and wonderful walking experience.  Great place to visit and we wished we 
had booked more time to spend here.  
 
Dream Big!  But for now; have patience, stay safe and be kind to each other. 
 
 

Joe DeSimone, V.P. 
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A LITTLE LAUGHTER 
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