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He’ll Guide You.   

Just Listen. 

 

Christmas is coming very 

soon.  For those of us who 

believe, the birth of Jesus 

in Bethlehem represents 

nothing less than victory: 

the victory of light over 

darkness; the victory of 

hope over despair; the vic-

tory of love over hatred; 

the victory of peace over conflict; the victory of 

gratitude over misery and the victory of obedi-

ence over disobedience. The birth of Jesus 

Christ, Son of God, son of Mary, brings profound 

goodness to our world, each year, and all year. 

But how could something like this happen?  In-

deed, how did something like this happen?  It 

happened because Mary and Joseph listened for 

God’s direction in their lives and were open to 

God’s prompting and leading. 
 

Please be attentive to the scripture passages 

read to you at our Masses during the Advent sea-

son of preparation that tell you that both Mary 

and Joseph were told of “God’s plan” – Mary by 

an angel, Joseph in a dream. These are bible pas-

sages of the season that describe for you that 

while Mary and Joseph did not fully comprehend, 

they still opened themselves completely to God’s 

will and cooperated with God’s will. That obedi-

ence not only changed their lives forever but 

yours, and mine, as well!  
 

We try to do everything to proclaim the Christ-

mas message well: Christmas music; Christmas 

décor; Christmas gifts; Christmas sharing; 

Christmas food.  All of this is really about love 

and goodness.  And when you think about it, is-

n’t love and goodness at the heart of Christ’s 

saving message to us?  
 

I sincerely pray that each and every one of you, 

like Mary and Joseph, would listen for God’s di-

rection in your lives, and be open to God’s 

prompting so that you yourselves would experi-

ence the love of Christ at Christmas!  And most 

importantly, I pray you share that Christmas gift 

of Christ’s love with others every day, by word 

and deed. 
 

I deeply wish you rich blessings this Christmas 

and throughout 2022. 

Bishop Bernard  

 

Change of Time for Sunday Mass after 

Christmas 

 Please make a note on your calendars 

that on Sunday, December 26
th

, there will 

only be one mass at 10:00 a.m.   

 Because of the great celebrations of 

Christmas Eve on Friday AT 4 AND AT 10:30 

pm ON December 24th, and OF Christmas 

Day AT 10 AM on Saturday, December 25th, 

AND ALSO OF ST JOHN’S DAY AT 10 AM ON 

THE 27TH, it was decided to have THE one 

mass on AT 10 that Sunday FOLLOWING  

 
 

CHRISTMAS, WHICH IS THE PNCC SOLEMNITY 

OF THE HUMBLE SHEPHERDS.   Masses will re-

turn to normal schedule on Sunday, Jan 2
nd

. 

He replied, “Blessed rather are those who 
hear the word of God and obey it.”  

Luke 11:28 
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All Saints and All 

Souls Day 

 Holy Mass was 

celebrated on All 

Saints Day at noon 

and 7:00 p.m. and at 

noon on All Souls 

Day.  

 All Souls Day 

was ended with the 

traditional service at the cemetery in the even-

ing.  Although it was 

a cold and damp 

night, there was a 

good attendance 

with many 

gravesites of loved 

ones illuminated by 

glowing candles. 

 

    Thank you 

to Ed Borek, 

Mike Beggin, 

Walt Sadaukas 

and Jerry Het-

man Electric 

Contractor, for 

their hours of 

work to rewire 

and put in new 

boxes to light the cemetery pathways this year.  

Because of the loss of the Grotto, a new system 

had to be installed.  Thanks again. 

Rorate Masses  

 For us, from within 

our Catholic Christian spir-

itually, Advent is the dawn. 

This time of year has not 

yet realized the bright light 

of Christmas. Advent for 

you and me is a time of 

preparation for something exceedingly joyful 

that is yet to come. It is a time of penance, when 

our souls are still struggling through the dark-

ness of misdeeds and lapses from goodness, but 

still seeking the Light. There is a sense of long-

ing and expectancy in Advent. 

 An expression of that anticipation is our 

Rorate Masses celebrated early each Wednesday 

morning in the lower chapel of the Cathedral at 

6:30 a.m.  Let two or three of these special Ad-

vent events be a part of your spiritual prepara-

tion this year for the cele-

bration of Christ’s birth. The 

first Rorate Mass was sched-

uled for Wednesday, Decem-

ber 1
st 

and will continue eve-

ry Wednesday morning until 

Christmas.  

Distribution of Holy  

Communion  

 As we continue our rea-

wakening processes across the 

Diocese, Holy Communion 

here, too, at the Cathedral will 

once again be distributed un-

der two forms, the Body and the Most Precious 

Blood of our Lord. Recipients of the Sacrament 

will continue to proceed single file down the cen-

ter aisle to receive the Body and the Blood stand-

ing before the celebrant as we do now. We will 

begin our administration of the Holy Eucharist by 

this means on the first Sunday in Advent, Novem-

ber 28
th

. 
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Congratulations to 

the Newly Wedded 

Couple 

 On Saturday, Oc-

tober 30
th

, Zachary 

Stankowski and Kalee 

McKenna were joined in 

Holy Matrimony by 

Prime Bishop Anthony 

Mikovsky.  Zach is the 

son of John (Jake) and 

Mary Ann Stankowski and 

the grandson of Robert 

and Lorraine Hill.  Kalee 

is the daughter of Bill and Jane McKenna. 

 Joshua Stankowski, Zach’s brother, Nadia 

Lipperini, and Stephanie Povoromo, a former 

classmate of Zach and Kalee, enhanced the cere-

mony with their musical talents. 

Josh on viola and Nadia on violin with Becky Elf-

man on the organ played The Prayer,  

Pachelbel’s Canon in D and A Thousand Years 

for the parents’ entrance, the bridesmaids’ en-

trance, and the bride’s entrance.  Stephanie sang 

for the Mass which included When Love is Found, 

Ave Maria, How Beautiful, and the recessional 

This Is the Day. 

 Congratulations to Zach and Kalee 

Stankowski and may God bless them with a long 

and happy marriage. 

SOCL News 

 This past 

month, the Sunday 

School students con-

tinued the theme of 

trusting in God with 

the story of Daniel 

and the Lions Den.  After 

watching  

a video, the students made 

their own lion to put in the 

den with Daniel for the bulle-

tin board in the church hall.  

 Classes are held every 

Sunday, after 9:30 mass.   

 

You’re wel-

come to join 

anytime.  

Christmas Flower Donations 

 

 With Advent here, it is time to consid-

er donating for Christmas Flowers to adorn 

our altars. Please submit a minimum dona-

tion of $25.00 in memory of your loved 

ones. Checks may be made out to the ANS 

Flower Fund and mailed to 529 E. Locust St. 

Scranton, 18505 or dropped off at the Parish 

Office. Please include names of loved ones to 

be honored. Any questions please contact 

Connie Tellep 570-222-4409. 
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New Boilers in Youth Center 

 During the month of September, new 

more efficient boilers replaced the old boilers 

that were in the Youth Center since it was built 

in the 1960’s. Scott’s Plumbing and Heating in-

stalled the new boilers which were in service on 

October 1
st

.    

 The old 

boilers were 

floor-mounted 

cast iron boil-

ers.  The new 

ones are wall-

hung condens-

ing-type boilers 

which are 

much smaller 

taking less space. The old boilers were only 

about 70 % 

efficient and 

the new ones 

are 95% effi-

cient which 

hopefully will 

cost less to 

operate. 

 The 

cost for the 

project will be 

approximately 

$40,000 and will be paid for through the Joseph 

Zadrusky bequest for the Youth Center.  

Altar Flowers 

 The floral pieces at 

the high altar on Sunday, 

November 7
th

 were offered 

to the glory of God and in 

memory of Walter Loss by 

wife Frances.  

 The floral pieces at the high altar Novem-

ber 14
th

 were offered to the glory of God and in 

memory of Joseph & Nellie (Cwynar) Zike by 

their son Harry & Christine Zike. 

 The floral pieces at the high altar on Sun-

day, November 21
st

 were offered to the glory of 

God and in memory of Aunt Helen and Uncle 

Christian Murl by Prime Bishop Anthony and 

Carol Mikovsky. 

If you are interested in making a donation 

for flowers in honor of or in memory of a loved 

one, please contact Connie Tellep at 570-222-

4409.  The donation would be $60 to cover the 

cost for a Sunday.  If you just want to donate any 

amount to the fund, you can send a check made 

payable to the ANS Flower Fund, to the Parish 

office or just drop the envelope in the collection 

basket.  

Thank you for your help.  

Wreaths Across America 

On Saturday, December 18
th

 at noon a 

wreath-laying ceremony will be held at our cem-

etery on Kane Street in conjunction with one oc-

curring at Arlington National Cemetery as well 

as more than 2,500 additional locations in all 50 

U.S. states, at sea and abroad. We have been 

gifted 100 wreaths from Lockheed Martin. Those 

attending the ceremony will be given a wreath to 

place on their loved one’s graves or they will be 

distributed randomly. We hope you will join us 

to show our veterans and their families that we 

will not forget.  

Church  

Decorating 

For  Christmas 

  

 We will be 

“decking the halls” and the Church on  

Sunday,  December 19
th

  following the 9:30 

a.m. Mass. Much help is needed. Much fun 

is promised. Good fellowship guaranteed. 

Great satisfaction assured. This year, come 

to experience it all! 



Drive Thru Breakfast with Santa  

 The YMS of R Branch #1 will host a Drive 

Thru Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, December 

12th from 9:00 am -11:00 am. Breakfast in-

cludes eggs, waffles, sausage, ham, and home 

fries. Tickets are $10 ages 13 and up; $5 ages 4 

to 12; Ages 3 and under Free. For reservations, 

please call Frank Gerardi at 570-587-3672, 

There will be a limited number of tickets availa-

ble at the door.  

 For pick up: Enter from Elm St. to  

Lavelle Ct., then down the alley between Church 

and the Youth Center. 

The Minooka Lions Club 

 The Minooka Lions Club will be hosting a 

drive through Christmas with Santa on Saturday, 

December 11th at the YMS of R Grove from 12 

noon to 2:00 pm. Everyone gets to stay in their 

car and drive by and say hi to Santa! The 

Minooka Lions Club has been hosting this event 

for churches in the area during the COVID-19 

Pandemic. A great way of giving back to the 

community and the kids. 

Opłatek - Christmas Wafer 

 Opłatki will be 

available starting on 

Sunday, November 

21st.  They will be in 

the Church Office 

after Masses on Sun-

day or you may pick 

it up during the week by contacting the Church 

Office at 570-961-9231 between 9:00 a.m. and 

3:00 p.m.  A donation is asked to help defray 

the cost of the wafers. 

     Carry on the Polish custom of breaking bread 

at the Wigilia, Vigil Dinner, on Christmas Eve and 

sharing your good wishes for good health, 

wealth, and happiness. If a loved one cannot be 

with you this year, try 

sending a piece of 

Opłatek in a Christmas 

card to them with your 

good wishes.  To all our 

parishioners, have a 

Blessed Holiday Season.  

United YMS of R Winter Clothing Drive  

 Most of the par-

ishes of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church 

are in areas that are 

about to be met with 

harsh winter weather. 

For this reason, the 

United YMS of R is col-

lecting winter clothing for those in need again! 

Donations can include new or gently used coats, 

hats, gloves, pants, and sweatshirts. Also ac-

cepted: new socks, underwear, or t-shirts.  

 If you are able, start saving these items 

now. Items can be dropped off in the Church 

Hall after church in the plastic containers or by 

contacting the church office during the week. 
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Welcome New Member  

 We wish to extend a 

warm welcome to Lois Gorgol 

Czechowski as a “new” mem-

ber of St. Stanislaus Cathedral.   

 Lois was a member of 

St. Stan’s many years ago and 

wanted to renew her member-

ship here    

 She was officially ac-

cepted as a “new” member at 

the November meeting of the Parish Committee. 

 Congratulations Lois Czechowski.  

Another Baby is Splashed! 

 Hadley Elizabeth Gervasi and Bryce Louis 

Casino were welcomed into the Christian faith on 

Sunday, November 21
st

.   

 Hadley is the daugh-

ter of Bernard and Kristen 

(Phillips) Gervasi. Godpar-

ents are Gina Gervasi Bis-

tran and Thomas Gervasi. 

 Bryce Louis is the 

son of Clayton and Selena 

(Phillips) Casino.   

 

Godparents are Kristen 

Philllips Gervasi and Roy Phil-

lips  

 Father Janusz Lucarz 

performed the baptism.  The 

families received a prayer 

shawl to wrap the children in 

God’s Love and the initial 

Splash Program from the School of Christian  

Living to help 

them grow in 

faith. 

 Congrat-

ulations and 

may God bless 

little Hadley 

Elizabeth and 

Bryce Louis 

and their  

families! 

Graduates of 

Splash 

 The 

Splash program 

is a Birth to 

Three Faith For-

mation resource 

which helps 

young children grow in faith from an early age, 

connects church to families for support and en-

couragement and provides fun and easy ideas 

for bringing faith into everyday life of young 

children and their families. 

 We have two graduates of this program 

which started from Baptism. 

 The first is Chester James Noto, son of 

James and Christine (Nezelkewicz) Noto.  CJ fin-

ished the program in August 2021 

 The second is Giovanni Edward Marche-

litis, son of Alexander Chiappini and Katilyn 

Marchelitis who finished the program in Novem-

ber of 2021. 

 Both children turned 3 years old in the 

month of their completion. 

 CJ and Giovanni received a Certificate of 

Achievement and was sent a Children’s Bible.  

The next step will be joining our preschool Sun-

day School class.  CJ has already started SOCL 

Classes in September.   
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 December 2021 – Our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph 

As we begin the Holy Season of Advent we focus 
on our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph and their 
willingness to say Yes to God’s will as our Savior 
Jesus Christ entered into human history born as 

one of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holy Scriptures 

Scripture: 
Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-23; Luke 2:1-7, 22-52 

 

Reflection and Action Item: 

The Holy Family of Nazareth is the chosen instru-
ment by which the Savior entered into human his-
tory.  The Blessed Mother and St. Joseph are the 
first group of disciples—indeed, the first domestic 

Church—for they heard and believed the Good 
News and then together responded in humble 
obedience to the will of the Father, even when 

things were not easy.  They sacrificially put Jesus 
first and show us what we can become if we but 

do the same.  

Future Direction Subcommittee of the Supreme Council 

Polish National Catholic Church  

Their family life is the first, greatest and clearest 
example of the kind of cooperation that we too 
are called to give to God’s grace as He seeks to 
make Jesus present in the world through 
us.  Every day this month, recite the Daily Family 
Prayer, asking the Blessed Mother of God and 
St. Joseph to pray for your family and all the 
families of the Church.    

Song Recommendation:   

“Make Room” by Casting Crowns 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iUFSxt7qkNw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for Families 
 

God, our Heavenly Father, You have blessed 
each of us with the gift of family that through 
our family life we may learn to love and care for 
others.  Open our eyes to recognize in all people 
the bonds of kinship.  May we unselfishly serve 
them who with us have been made co‑heirs with 
Christ.  We ask this through the same Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
Loving Father, we desire to live as Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, in peace with You and with one an-

other.  By their intercession, may we be 
strengthened to live like the Holy Family and to 

face the challenges of life.  This we  ask through 
the same Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

https://cts.vrmailer3.com/click?sk=aHIQB2JgLjBJ2XhFBAPQF5H1c-5UrLA4ieIujaz2jLKM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1pVUZTeHQ3cWtOdw==/3ldNXBgdvqgk1yH8liAdqA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5B%5Cs%5D*%5B%27%22%5D(?%3Curl%3E%5B%5E%7B%22%5D.+?)%5B
https://cts.vrmailer3.com/click?sk=aHIQB2JgLjBJ2XhFBAPQF5H1c-5UrLA4ieIujaz2jLKM=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1pVUZTeHQ3cWtOdw==/3ldNXBgdvqgk1yH8liAdqA==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5B%5Cs%5D*%5B%27%22%5D(?%3Curl%3E%5B%5E%7B%22%5D.+?)%5B
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Mark Your Calendars!  

Here are some of the upcoming events, so mark your calendars to keep them in mind. 

December 4
th

 – Scranton Seniorate Advent Service 

                 11:00 a.m. at St. Mary’s Parish in Duryea  

  

December 7
th

 - PNU Christmas Party in the Parish Hall 
  

December 12
th

 - YMS of R Breakfast with Santa  

                             following the 9:30 a.m. Mass 
  

December 24
th

 - Christmas Eve 

                       4:00 pm – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 

                     10:30 pm –  Mass of the Shepherds:  

                                                  Pasterka  
  

December 25
th 

- Christmas Day 

                  10:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral 

                  10:30 am – Holy Mass, Tripp Park Chapel  
  

 December 26
th

 – Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds 

                   10:00 a.m. - Holy Mass, Cathedral 

                  

December 27
th

 – Feast of St. John 

                10:00 am – Holy Mass Cathedral 

                     wine blessed and distributed 

  

December 31
st

 – 7:00 p.m. Mass at Close of the Year,          

                       Cathedral, lower chapel  

  

January 1
st

 – Circumcision of Our Lord 

                      10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel 

                    Annul New Years Auction in Youth  

                         Center Noon to 5:00 p.m. 

  

January 6
th

 – Epiphany 

                      Noon – Holy Mass 

  

January 18
th

 through 25
th

 – Week of Prayer for  

                                            Christian Unity 

  

January 30
th

 – Music Scholarship Sunday 

 

February 2
nd

 – Candlemas Day   

  

February 16
th

—Anniversary of the Death of  

                        Bishop Hodur   10:00 a.m. Holy Mass 

 
December  
Anniversaries  

  

Dec 14 – Raymond & 
Gloria Makowski 
 

 
 
 
 
 

December Birthdays 

 

Dec 4 – Mary Karsnak 
Dec 5 – Shelby Petrillo 
             Edward Meleski 
             Richard Berezinsky 
Dec 7 – Stephanie Kaszuba 
             Kevin Pfohl 
Dec 8 – Joseph Yaron 
             Carol Grinzi 
Dec 10 – Barbara Nowicki 
Dec 13 – Diane Smicherko 

Dec 16 – Madeline Hughes 
Dec 19 – Wanda Diak 
Dec 20 –MaryAnn Zigmont 
              Christine Noto 
Dec. 24 – Mary Mietlicki 
Dec 27 – Janet Swanger 
Dec 30 – Lauren Godek 
               Mary Ann Stankowski 
              Ann Marie Grado 
Dec 31 – Arthur Schmidt 

Lector Books  

Are Here 

 The lector 

books for the new 

liturgical year are 

here and you may pick up your copy  

in the church office after Sunday Mass 

or by coming to the church office dur-

ing the week between 9:00 a.m. and 

3:00 p.m.  If coming to the office, 

please call first, 570-961-9231, so 

Mrs. Kaszuba can expect your arrival.  

After picking up your copy, please 

sign the sheet by your name so we can 

keep track of who still needs to get 

their book.  Thank you!  


