
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER –MAY 2, 2021
PNCC SUNDAY WORSHIP FOR THOSE UNABLE TO ATTEND HOLY MASS DUE TO COVID 19

HYMN – At Thy Door

At Thy door I come before Thee, at Thy door I come before Thee,
And I ask, O Lord, Thy mercy, and I ask, O Lord, Thy mercy.

He has come to live within us,
That He might redeem and save us.

Live within me, O my Savior,
May I live with Thee forever.

ACT OF CONTRITION

O God, from the depth of my heart I am sorry for sinning against You.  Through my sins I have
turned away from You, displeased You and offended You.  I promise to confess my sins, to do
penance and with Your grace to amend my life by following You closely and keeping Your
commandments.

ENTRANCE HYMN

V.  In the same way, my brothers, you also were put to death to the law through the body of
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to the One Who was raised from the dead in order that
we might bear fruit for God. Alleluia.
R.  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control.  Against such there is no law.  Alleluia.
V.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
R.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

THE KYRIE

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

THE GLORIA

Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to His people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship You, we give You thanks, we

praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the

world:  have mercy on us.  You are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of ✠ God the Father.  Amen.

OPENING PRAYER

All powerful Father, You are the dresser of the vine, Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Through Him You
give us life that we may bring forth fruit worthy of Your kingdom.  Prune from us the old nature
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within us, and enrich us that we, filled with Your bounty, may ever give You thanks.  We ask this
through the same Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. R. Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:26-31

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not
believing that he was a disciple.  Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought him to the
apostles, and he reported to them how he had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken to him, and
how in Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.

He moved about freely with them in Jerusalem, and spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord.
He also spoke and debated with the Hellenists, but they tried to kill him.  And when the brothers
learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him on his way to Tarsus.  The church
throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was at peace.  It was being built up and walked in the
fear of the Lord, and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32

I will fulfill my vows before those who fear the LORD.
The lowly shall eat their fill; they who seek the LORD shall praise him:
“May your hearts live forever!”
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of the nations shall bow down before him.
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

To him alone shall bow down all who sleep in the earth;
before him shall bend all who go down into the dust. 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

And to him my soul shall live; my descendants shall serve him.
Let the coming generation be told of the LORD
that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born the justice he has shown.
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:18-24

Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.  Now this is how we shall know
that we belong to the truth and reassure our hearts before him in whatever our hearts condemn,
for God is greater than our hearts and knows everything.

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence in God and receive from him
whatever we ask, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.  And his
commandment is this: we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one
another just as he commanded us.  Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in
them, and the way we know that he remains in us is from the Spirit he gave us.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA VERSE: John 15:16a

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
It was not you who chose Me, but I Who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that
will remain.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

THE GOSPEL: John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.  He takes away
every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears
more fruit.  You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.  Remain in me, as I
remain in you.  Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so
neither can you unless you remain in me.  I am the vine, you are the branches.  Whoever remains
in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.  Anyone who
does not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and
throw them into a fire and they will be burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.  By this is my Father glorified, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to You Lord Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION – from The Word Among Us

He tried to join the disciples. (Acts 9:26)

There’s a lot of adventure in today’s first reading, isn’t there? Paul, fresh from escaping death
threats in Damascus, arrives in Jerusalem, where he faces suspicion from Christians and an
attempted murder from some Greek-speaking Jews. 

Why so much drama? Quite possibly God was using all this upheaval to “prune” Paul, to further
purify him from remnants of his old life (John 15:1-3).

We are so used to talking about the saints as if their holiness were a given, but that’s rarely the
case. For many of them, the road to holiness was as long and winding as it is for many of us.
After all, we know that Paul had a strong, assertive personality. Humility doesn’t always come
easily! 

By his own admission, Paul was “an arrogant man” before his conversion (1 Timothy 1:13). You
can imagine how some of that arrogance might still have been present as he tried to convert
people. Maybe the man who had once spent his life “breathing murderous threats” against
Christians still needed to learn Jesus’ teaching about being poor in spirit (Acts 9:1). So it’s
possible that God was using the chaos Paul encountered in Jerusalem to help him examine his
heart and see where he still needed to change. 

Anyone who has lived more than a few decades will tell you how valuable it is to be pruned by
the Lord. They probably didn’t enjoy it at the time, but looking back, they could appreciate the
fruit of such pruning. Coming face-to-face with our selfishness or arrogance or resentments can
move us to turn to Jesus and ask him to purify us and set us free.

So let Jesus prune you from time to time. He promises that if you do, you will bear “more fruit”
(John 15:2). You’ll become more like him, just as Paul did.
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“Jesus, you are a wise and gentle gardener. Keep pruning me so that I can become more like
you.”

(A few moments for silent reflection)

NICENE CREED

I believe in One God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and
unseen.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one being with
the Father.

Through Him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit He was born of the Virgin Mary,
AND BECAME MAN.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life who proceeds from the Father.  With the
Father and the Son, He is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.  I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ✠ of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, with confidence we set before You the needs of our hearts and the needs of our
world.  Accept our sacrifice and make us pleasing to You.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus
Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
R. Amen.

OUR FATHER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Most loving Jesus, I adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in Which You are truly present. I
love You above all things and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You
sacramentally, I ask You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul. I embrace You and
unite myself with You; may I never be separated from You. Inflame my heart with the fire of
Your love, my Lord and Savior.
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COMMUNION VERSE Proverbs 8:19

My fruit is better than gold, yes than pure gold, and My revenue than choice silver. Alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.
Lord, our God, through this Holy Communion, may we be recognized as Your children by our
obedience to Your will.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  R. Amen.

PRAYER IN TIME OF NATIONAL ANXIETY

Let us pray.
I come to You, Lord, in this time of uncertainty and confusion that has gripped our nation and
our world.  I pray that our leaders and representatives in government are filled with Your peace,
strength and courage.  May your gifts of wisdom and understanding, fortitude and counsel be
sought and utilized by them for the well-being of all people.  By their belief and trust in You may
they provide capable leadership, promote unity and peace, and be attentive to the concerns of our
people.  May Your Church provide support and comfort; and help strengthen our hope for peace
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

THE ANGELUS – ASKING THE INTERCESSION OF OUR BLESSEDMOTHER

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary …
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to your word.

Hail Mary…
V. And the Word was made Flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.

Hail Mary …
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray.
O Lord, we ask You, pour forth Your grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of
Christ, Your Son, was made known by the message of an angel, may by His passion and cross be
brought to the glory of His Resurrection.  We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

In the name of the ✠ Father and of the Son of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN That Easter Day (1, 3, 4)

That Easter day with joy was bright, the sun shone out with fairer light,
When to their longing eyes restored the Apostles saw their risen Lord.

O Jesus, King of gentleness, do Thou Thyself our hearts possess,
That we may give Thee all our days the willing tribute of our praise.
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O Lord of all, with us abide in this, our joyful Eastertide;
From every weapon death can wield, Thine own redeemed for ever shield.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Compiled from 2006 PNCC Missal and the 2010 PNCC Prayer Book
by Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich Jr.
Chairman, PNCC National Liturgical Commission
Prepared for those who cannot attend Holy Mass due to the Covid 19 Pandemic
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