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So – how much of a wise
guy are you, really? This is
really an important idea for
you to consider.

than talk. They yell when they should listen. They never give an inch because they think
they’re always right. They aren’t concerned
about finding a middle ground because “it’s either my way or the highway.” They are peace
But so’s this one: Life is
hard, but it’s harder when breakers, not peace makers. The Greek word
translated here as peaceable concerns our attiyou’re stupid. Ouch! Let
me just flip that around for tudes specifically in times of conflict. That’s why
James warns against an “earthly wisdom,” unspiryou in a somewhat more
positive form: Life is hard itual and devilish. That sort of “wisdom” brings
chaos wherever it goes.
but it’s easier when you have God’s wisdom.
But God’s wisdom is different. When wisdom
Okaaaay, but where do you find that wisdom? Well, the letter of James says the answer is from above fills your life, you will be an agent
for reconciliation. A peace-loving person is at
simplicity itself! “If you need wisdom, ask our
generous God, and he will give it to you. He will peace with God. Therefore, he’s at peace within
himself, and he brings an atmosphere of peace
not [scold] you for asking” (1:5). And there it
is! That is all you have to do: Ask our generous with him.
God. Really. No joke. Actually, the hardest part
of this whole thing is admitting you need God’s
help in the first place! If you are ready to say,
“Lord, I’ve made a mess of things,” then God is
ready and willing to help you out in the wisdom
area.

And then, “Wisdom that comes from heaven
is . . . reasonable,” as in, able to be reasoned
with. This description may be easier to see if I
flip it around for you. Earthly wisdom, as opposed to heavenly wisdom, is arrogant and stubborn. Earthly wisdom refuses to listen and has
Just remember though: Wisdom and knowledge no desire to hear anyone else’s opinion. A perare not the same. Knowledge refers to an accu- son like this dominates every discussion, uses
sarcasm to put others down, and demands to be
mulation of facts. Wisdom gives you underthe center of attention. Such a person literally
standing of what the facts mean.
attacks anyone who confronts her on something
It’s like this (I’ve shared this with you before and using her bluster, temper, and threats. She’s the
we all had a good chuckle over it): Knowledge is master of the put-down and of the clever, derogknowing the tomato is a fruit; wisdom is knowatory one-liner.
ing not to put it into the fruit salad! And that,
God’s wisdom looks nothing like that. The Greek
you see, is why you can be the smartest, most
word that’s translated as reasonable actually reknowledgeable person in the world and still be
stupid! Anyone can gain knowledge, but wisdom fers to someone who can be persuaded. A peris quite another thing, especially God’s wisdom. son with this quality listens carefully because
she wants to know the truth. But don’t ever
Sooo - what does God’s wisdom look like? How think she’s a pushover or a person of no convicdo we know it when we see it? It’s James’ letter tions. Absolutely not. A persuadable person
that identifies God’s wisdom: " …. the wisdom
holds very deep convictions, but she does so
that comes from heaven is …. peaceable …. rea- without feeling the need to constantly squabble
sonable, full of mercy and good fruit …. (3:17).” about them. She listens to others with whom
Let’s take a look at these, especially in these
she disagrees because she believes everyone has
times of the China virus and an extraordinary
at least the potential to teach her something.
election experience. Here we go.
So, are you able to disagree agreeably? Can you
“Wisdom that comes from heaven is . . . peace- listen kindly to someone who holds a position
able.” There are actually some people who just different from yours because we’re really in need
don’t want to get along. They would rather fight of a revival of kindness in our land.
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Finally, James teaches this: “Wisdom that
comes from heaven . . . is full of mercy and
good fruit.” Haven’t you sometimes blamed
others for causing their own problems? What a
mercy it would be to walk a mile in their
shoes. But mercy is more than a feeling. Mercy
sees a need and then meets that need. That’s
why James says heavenly wisdom is “full of mercy and good fruit.” Sympathy is good, but only
if it moves you to action.
Here’s a simple definition of mercy: Do unto others as God has done unto you. Has God blessed
you? Then bless others. Has God forgiven you?
Then forgive others. Has God lifted you up
when you were down? Then you be the one to
lift others up when they are down. In the Old
Testament, the Hebrew word for “mercy” was
sometimes translated as beautiful. So show
mercy, and people will think you are beautiful,
just like you saw that IRS agent as beautiful
when he let you keep those seven sketchy and
questionable deductions during your tax audit!
Wisdom, heavenly wisdom, God’s wisdom: It is a
matter of being peace-loving, reasonable, and
full of mercy and good fruit. May the Lord give
all of us heavenly wisdom because we can’t live
without it!
Bishop Bernard

IT’S NOT ABOUT THE TURKEY - Please feel free to use
these Thanksgiving table graces or adapt them for
use at your festival meal this Thanksgiving Day:
Our Father in Heaven, we give thanks for the pleasure of gathering together for this occasion. We give
thanks for this food prepared by loving hands. We
give thanks for life, the freedom to enjoy it all and all
other blessings. As we partake of this food, we pray
for health and strength to carry on and try to live as
You would have us. This we ask in the name of
Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen!
Dear Lord, we are thankful for this day, set aside to
honor all the ways You bless us with Your goodness,
love, and grace. We are thankful for the people at
this table who add a variety of wonderful things to
our lives just by being who they are. We are thankful
for the food we are about to eat, which You created
for our nourishment and pleasure. Most of all, Lord,
we thank You for always being there for us, guiding
us, encouraging us, comforting us and blessing us.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen!
O Gracious God, we give you thanks for your overflowing generosity to us. Thank you for the blessings
of the food we eat and especially for this feast today.
Thank you for our home and family and friends, especially for the presence of those gathered here.
Thank you for our health, our work and our play.
Please send help to those who are hungry, alone,
sick and suffering war and violence. Open our hearts
to your love. We ask your blessing through Christ
your son. Amen!
Psalm 100 - Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the
lands!
Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into God's presence with singing!
Know that the Lord is God! It is he that made us, and
we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts
with praise!
Give thanks to him, bless his name!
For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
Happy Thanksgiving
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Consecration and Installation of
Bishop Jarosław Rafalko
On Monday, September 14th, Rt. Rev.
Jarosław Rafalko was elevated to the order of
bishop here at St. Stanislaus Cathedral. Although this was a joyous celebration, the effects
of Covid-19 were seen with the limited size of
the congregation, mask wearing and social distancing.
The clergy
were limited to the
bishops of the
PNCC, Prime Bishop
Anthony Mikovsky,
Bishop John Mack,
Bishop Renard
Nowicki, Bishop Paul
Sobiechowski, and
Prime Bishop Emeritus John Swantek,
and those clergy
who were essential
to assist at the ceremony. Even the choir was reduced because of
Covid-19 restrictions.
During the parts of the
sacred ceremony, when the
bishops had to be in close
proximity, they were face
shields for everyone’s safety.
At the end of the mass,
after the present bishops gave
their episcopal blessings, the
newly consecrated Bishop Rafalko gave his solemn episcopal blessing for the first time.
A reception was held at
the Youth Center after Mass,
with limited seating and social
distancing, catered by Posh.

Bishop Jarosław
Rafalko is now the Ninth
Diocesan Bishop of the
Western Diocese and pastor of All Saints Cathedral
in Chicago, Illinois. The
installation took place on
Saturday, October 3rd in
Chicago. The Pontifical
Mass of Thanksgiving
and Installation was attended by Prime Bishop
Mikovsky, Bishop Nowicki
and Bishop Sobiechowski.

Following Holy Mass, a celebratory dinner
was held.
Keep Bishop Rafalko in your prayers as
he begins
his new
ministry
as the
leader of
the Western Diocese of
our Holy
Church.
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Honoring a WW II Veteran
On Saturday afternoon,
October 24th,
Robert M. Pron,
95, a lifelong
member of St.
Stanislaus, was
presented with a
“quilt of valor”
for his distinguished service to his country during World War
II. The quilt was presented by Fran Moriarty and
Deb Hogrebe, members
of the Northeast PA
Quilts of Valor group.
They assembled the
quilt for Mr. Pron.
Mr. Pron was a
member of the 15th Air
Force 763rd Bombardment Squadron. The

group served from 1944
to 1945 and executed
more than 200 missions
into Austria, France, and
Germany among other
places. They were
awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation for a mission over Zwolfaxing, Austria in July 1944.
As an assistant flight
engineer, Mr. Pron was responsible for fixing problems
while the bomber plane was
in flight, and he also served
as a gunner during air battles. During battles he suffered severe frostbite on his
hands and feet and shrapnel
wounds to his legs. He returned home after completing 50 missions as a staff
sergeant.
Today he still lives in his Cedar Ave home
with his sister, Helen, whom he serves as her
caregiver. Even at this age, he is still serving
others.
Lynn Oliver, his niece and Greta Freed, his

great-great niece
draped the quilt over
his shoulders following the presentation
of the quilt.
Congratulations and the biggest
thank you to Robert
Pron and to all our
past and present veterans on Veterans
Day and every day of
the year for their service and dedication to our country, the United
States of America.

Spojnia Sunday
Sunday, September 27th, was and eventful day at St. Stanislaus with moving mass
back to the Cathedral, and First Holy Communion . But it was also Spojnia Sunday.
Spojnia Sunday was resolved at the 14th
General Synod in Buffalo, to honor the Polish
National Union of America which was founded
in 1908 to provide fraternal insurance products and services and a vehicle for preserving
our religious, cultural and national heritage.
Usually after mass, District 1 sponsors a
coffee hour, but because of Covid-19, District
1 Director, Julie Andrzejewski, supplied the
Cathedral with flyers
and bottles of hand
sanitizer to be distributed by placing in the
pews for every parishioner attending mass.
Please keep the
PNU in your prayers
and support Spojnia as
it supports its members and the Polish National Catholic Church.

Page 5

"WHO"?????!!!
I am sending out a very very special
"THANK - YOU "....to the following
"WHO” assisted in
any way that helped
make our SOUP &
HOAGIE FUNDRAISER on Saturday a success.
Our ANS Society Member's:
Dorothy Andrzejewski, Sally Blackledge,
Shirley Golembeski, Lorraine Hill, Barbara Kalteski, Carol Mikovsky, Barbara Nowicki, June Sarnoski & Sue Techmanski
ANS Catering Member's & Parishioner's,
Bob Hill, (our National Bakery Bun Deliverer), Arlene & Marie Jarocha, LuAnn Kaszuba ( our
order taker) , Janet Melesky , because of Linda
Seliga ( a monetary Gift Card was donated by
owner Joe Fasula of Gerrity's on Meadow Ave. ),
Roger Seliga (monetary donation), Jack Techmanski ( for his he man muscles) and Jo Ann Valvano!
BECAUSE of these "SPECIAL EARTHLY ANGEL'S " we were able to accomplish our 1st successful Fundraiser since COVID, abiding by all
rules & regulations from temp checks, masks
and gloves, these women & men ventured out of
their home environment sacrificing their lives to
offer their assistance in any way possible!
We are ever so incredibly grateful for the
dedication of these individuals and also for
those who patronized our event!
Hard work & fun included it was truly "
just so very nice " to come together once again
as a "PARISH FAMILY" amidst these troubled
times in our world today.
I am praying to "THE HOLY SPIRIT" thanking him for the guidance and safety that he bestowed on these awesome members of our glorious cathedral and will continue to pray for the
world's PEACE and SAFETY among "US" all, as we
continue to march forward believing and never
ever giving up on The ...FATHER .....SON ....&
HOLY SPIRIT"...during these difficult times that
are upon us!
Once Again......To All......
Dziękuję, Dziękuję, Dziękuję
Kathy Michalina,
President of the ANS

Cub Scouts at
YMS of R Park
On Saturday, Oct
24th, Cub Scout Troop
42 went exploring nature at the YMS of R
Park. Scout leader Dan
King lead the cub

scouts on a nature hike,
pointing out different
things that the scouts experienced in the field.
They also found an old
stone column in the
woods, probably a relic of
years gone by.

It was great
to see the cub
scouts utilizing the
new and improved
grounds at the YMS
of R grove.
It is also
great to have
Troop 42 as part of
St. Stanislaus.
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CHURCH
RESERVATIONS NEEDED THIS CHRISTMAS
Please call the Parish Office at 570.961.9231 to
reserve a place in the Cathedral for the two
Christmas Masses we’ll
celebrate this year: one
on Christmas Eve at
10:30 P.M. and one on
Christmas Day at 10:00 A.M..
Because of the virus distancing restrictions, there are only 86 seats available in
the Cathedral, and 20 seats available in the
lower chapel with the closed circuit TV
screen.
Your tickets will be waiting for you at
the main doors.
Folks who come without reservations
can receive whatever tickets remain for that
particular Mass that have not been reserved. No one can be admitted after the last
tickets have been distributed.
Seating will not be assigned, and worshipers may sit at any spot where the order of
service has been placed at the blue cross on
the pew.
We wish it could be otherwise.
Prayerfully, next Christmas!

Chairlift Installed
The new Stannah
chairlift was installed on the
left side staircase on November 2nd. The installers put
the new chair on our existing rail system which cut the
price in half. It took most of
the day to install the new
chair. They also looked at
the other side chair but
could not fix that one.
This new chair does work a little differently. Now there is a
button on the right arm
that lowers the foot rest.
It no longer should to be
done manually. Also on
the left arm there is a
toggle switch the you
gently move left or right
depending on the direction you want to go. No
more holding a button
down. There is also an
intermittent beep when
the chair is moving to warn those who are on
the stairs that the chair is coming.
We now have a chairlift that can take you
all the way to the top without stopping. For
those of you who “ride the rail” this is short of a
miracle.
Thank you to those who sent in a donation along with your ballots. Another project
done!!!!

United YMS of R Winter Clothing Drive
Most of the parishes of the Polish National Catholic Church are in areas that are about to be met with
harsh winter weather. For this reason, the United YMS of
R is collecting winter clothing for those in need again!
Donations can include new or gently used coats,
hats, gloves, pants, and sweatshirts. Also accepted:
new socks, underwear, or
t-shirts.
Details for drop off will be
coming but you can start collecting items now and we will
let you know about the drop
off site in the next newsletter.
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH COMMISSION
Polish National Union of America Fraternal and Benefit Society
1006 Pittston Avenue
Scranton, PA 18505
Website: www.pnu.org
Email address: EYC@pnu.org
Dear Friends:
2020 has not unfolded in the way and manner anyone had planned. Things have changed significantly. As we begin to reopen various places in our society and adapt to a “new normal” the PNU Education and
Youth Commission is adapting as well. The past several years we have held a raffle to support our annual stipend program that benefits our PNU college students who meet the requirements. Due to the Covid 19 pandemic this year, in place of our annual raffle we are issuing an appeal letter for donations to help support this
important fraternal effort.
The three great cardinal virtues are faith, hope and love. Charity as an act of genuine heart-felt love is so
closely related that it is sometimes employed in the sense of love and is regarded as one of the three great
virtues. Charity in its various implications and forms of action must hold a high place in the life of every
Christian.
The members of the Education and Youth Commission of the Polish National Union of America ask
you to prayerfully consider giving a gift that will be used, appreciated and always remembered by our younger members going to college or schools of higher learning.
Over the past years, thousands of deserving students have received stipends from our Commission.
Last year more than 30 students received stipends. On behalf of these grateful recipients, we thank you for
taking to heart the words: “And now faith, hope, and charity abide, these three; but the greatest of these is
charity.” 1 Corinthians 13:13
Please make your charitable donation to the PNU Education and Youth Commission and send it to the
above address. May God bless you; your family and we again thank you for your prayerful consideration of
this appeal.
Fraternally Yours in Christ,
Mary Ann Stankowski, Chairperson
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the Polish National Catholic Church Martin Wachna Jr., Chief
Executive Officer of the Polish National Union
Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich Jr., Vice-Chairperson
Carol Mikovsky, Secretary

New Website Up & Running
The new and improved website for St. Stanislaus
Cathedral is up and running.
Fred Aebli and his interns from
Penn State Worthington Campus have
redesigned and updated the Cathedral’s website.
You can check it out at
www.saintstanislauspncc.org.
Although the website is improved, there still may be some
“bugs.” If you notice a problem, please contact the
church office at 570-961-9231 or email office@saintstanislauspncc.org with the glitches, so we
can iron our all the kinks.
Hope you enjoy the new St. Stanislaus Website.

Lector Books Are Here
The lector books for the new
liturgical year are here and you may
pick up your copy in the church office after Sunday
Mass or by coming
to the church office
during the week
between 9:00 a.m.
and 3:00 p.m. If
coming to the office, please call first, 570-961-9231,
so Mrs. Kaszuba can expect your arrival. After picking up your copy,
please sign the sheet by your name
so we can keep track of who still
needs to get their book. Thank you!
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Modified Wreaths Across America Observance
As with so many events and observances during this time of the pandemic, our ceremonials for Wreaths Across America have been adjusted.
On Saturday, December 19th at noon, we’ll gather at our cemetery to honor our nation’s veterans buried there and remember their service to our country, their dedication
and, for some of them, their ultimate sacrifice in its defense.
A program that day will honor them as before. However, this year, everyone in attendance will be invited to visit two or three veterans’ graves where American flags flutter
in the breezes to offer privately the Lord’s Prayer, the Hail Mary and the Eternal rest grant
unto them …. or any other such you may choose to offer up. Please plan to join with us there that day.

Mark Your Calendars!
Here are some of the upcoming events, so mark your calendars to keep them in mind.
November 1st – All Saints Day Mass at 8:00, 9:30 and
11:00 a.m.

December 25th – Christmas Day
10:00a.m. Holy Mass

November 2nd – All Souls Day Mass at Noon with
reading of the Memorial Listings Wypominki
Services at the Cemetery 7:00 p.m.

December 26th – Feast of St. Stephen
10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel

November 26th – Thanksgiving Day
November 29th – First Sunday in Advent
December 2nd – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 9th – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 13th – Breakfast with Santa Details
to follow.
December 16th - Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 19th – Wreaths Across America Ceremony
at Noon in St. Stanislaus Cemetery
December 23rd – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel
December 24th – Christmas Eve
Only one Mass on this day.
10:30 pm – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass:
Mass of the Shepherds: Pasterka

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

November
Anniversaries
Nov. 3 – Jonathan &
Amanda Evans
Gregg & Stacey
Mooney
5 – Donald & Sally Blackledge
8 – Bernard & Barbara Kalteski
27 – Stanley & Mary Ann
Zigmont
28 – Robert & June Sarnowski
John & Julie Andrzejewski

November Birthdays
Nov. 2 – Olivia Pfohl
Nov. 4 – Lisa McConlogue

December 27th – Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds
8:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
9:30 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
11:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
December 31st – 7:00 p.m. Mass at Close of the Year,
Cathedral, lower chapel
January 1st – Circumcision of Our Lord
10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel
January 3rd – Solemnity of the Holy Family
8:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
9:30 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
11:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
January 6th – Feast of the Epiphany
10:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral
January 18th–25th – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 31st – Music Scholarship Sunday

Nov. 5 – Mark Matylewicz
Nov. 6 – James Merkel
Nov 8 – Kim Kalteski
Lauren Lednovich
Nov 9 – Cecelia Thomas
Debra Gerrity
Nov 10 – Marianne Adams
Megan Fallon
Nov 11 – Miranda Rybak-Arvonio
Nov 12 – Jeffrey Kotula
Alice Zahorsky
Brian Hill

Nov 13 – Mildred Niedzielski
Nov 15 – Andrew Ross
Patryk Mays
Christina Sossong
Nov 18 – Ashley Godek
W. Michael Umerich
Nov 19 – David Zackoski
Nov 20 – Nicholas Pfohl
LuAnn Kaszuba
Nov 21 – Carol Schmidt
Norman Stefanovicz
Nov 22 – Frank Adams
Nov. 23 – Giovanni Marchelitis
Nov 27 – Lorne Notari
Carol Jankowski
Nov 28 – Jordan Aebli

