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 So - I’d like to share 

with you my thoughts on 

the Christian family and 

the Chinese virus in this 

our present season of 

covid-tide.  I shared these 

musings with my parish-

ioners at St Stephen’s, 

Reading PA this past Sun-

day, the second one in Oc-

tober, on which the PNCC observes the Solemnity 

of the Christian Family.  I traveled there because 

of a troublesome situation that has befallen my 

people in that area; and further, on a similar 

note, because of a another troublesome situa-

tion, I shall need to be in Jersey this coming 

weekend at one of the parishes I shepherd in 

that part of the Diocese. 

 

My observations and remarks in Reading 

are as applicable within our Cathedral Parish as 

they were there, and as, indeed, they are in any 

area of the Diocese. 

 

So I’ll begin here as I did with them by 

putting before you these questions: Would your 

family say there’s a seminary in your home?  And 

similarly, would your family say your home is a 

seminary?  (You’ll recall that a seminary is a col-

lege that prepares people to be priests, minis-

ters, or rabbis.) 
 

I asked these questions of the Reading 

folks because I wanted to emphasize to them as I 

do to you now the truth, the truism actually, that 

parents have a big impact on their children, par-

ticularly when it comes to learning about religion 

and morality.  You know very well that kids often 

model what they see.  And even though teenag-

ers crave independence, and often rebel against 

their parents, many do respect the morals 

and  belief systems they grew up with – though 

they may not give you the satisfaction of ac-

knowledging as much in their formative years as 

they would in later years.  Many of them, not all 

of them, I’ll grant you, uphold those same values 

and religious beliefs as the adults they observed 

in their life, and then they actually go on to raise 

their own children with the similar standards 

they themselves were raised with! 

 

Parents – and caregivers who have needed 

to be surrogate parents to their charges – also 

affect their children's religious beliefs by attend-

ing religious services regularly during their chil-

dren’s childhood and teen years. Sure, the kids 

have pastors and religious leaders to teach them 

doctrine and morality, but the kids uphold those 

values because their parents and caregivers are 

the ones who demonstrate those values, beliefs 

and attitudes right in front of them; and thereby, 

parents and caregivers reinforce the usefulness 

of those principles and standards in daily living, 

in Christian living.  
 

Without question these spiritual examples 

are set in the home.  Children and teens are per-

ceptive and impressionable, so they pay close 

attention to their parent's behavior even when it 

appears they’re not noticing.  When the kids see 

their parents (1) praying, (2) reading religious 

materials, (3) gathering the family around the 

computer each Sunday to gather for prayer and 

spiritual instruction at the virtual Masses we pro-

vide in our Parish during covid-tide, (4) giving to 

people in need and causes that support them in 

that condition, (5) treating friends and family 

with respect,  (6) dealing honestly with others, 

(7) showing integrity and (8) demonstrating love 

and compassion, they will often mimic those 

same behaviors. Children and teens have the po-

tential to attend religious events or support vari-

ous opportunities for Christian ministry because 

they see and respect their own parent's involve-

ment in them.  

 

At the same time, the reverse is also true. 

Children who see their parent's hypocrisy, or lack 

of interest in religion and lack of interest in their 

regular ongoing weekly religious education 

 

 



through to the end of high school will also fol-

low those same unfortunate lifestyle patterns. 

 

Parents who (1) love Jesus, honor the 

ways of God and live for him, (2) who appreciate 

others and show generosity, (3) who act with 

fairness and (4) uphold mature ideals - help 

their kids make wise moral choices. When 

youngsters perceive their parents to be moral, 

honest, devoted individuals,  

they are more likely to practice the same behav-

ior. 

I ended my reflection for this uniquely 

Polish National Catholic Solemnity of the Chris-

tian Family last week with this observation:  it’s 

well for you to realize that all your family 

homes  that comprise our Parish are each really 

and truly Polish National Catholic seminaries of 

religious and moral teaching.  They are them-

selves true seminaries no less so than good ole 

Savonarola U, the seminary I myself attended a 

block and a half away from the Cathedral build-

ing I’m centered at now.  

 

So - for the expansion of the Kingdom of 

God, for the benefit of his holy Church and for 

the spiritual strength of our children and each 

other for that matter, it’s Christian families, 

both nuclear and parochial, that are the faith de-

velopers and faith maintainers - even in the time 

of the China virus, and especially in this season 

of covid-tide. 

           Bishop Bernard 
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Welcome Back to St. Stan News 

 Welcome back to the reboot of the St. 

Stan News.  Because of the Covid-19 crisis and 

the Cathedral and most activities being shut 

down, we did not have enough news to com-

pose a newsletter every month. Most of the nec-

essary information was distributed through 

email blasts, “snail mail” letters or on Facebook. 

 Now with things starting to ease a bit, we 

can reboot the newsletter and let you know of 

all the things that did happen in the past 6 

months. 

    So here we GOOOOOOOOOOOOO! 

SOCL News 

 Unfortunately, be-

cause of the Covid-19 

lockdown in May, the 

children from our Sunday 

School classes could not 

be properly recognized in 

Church for their participation and dedication to 

our School of Christian Living. 

 Instead, each student was sent their 

SOCL certificate along with a Bible story coloring 

and activities book.  Included in the envelope 

was a letter from Bishop Bernard congratulating 

the students for their faithful participation in 

class and thanking the parents for valuing our 

efforts with their children. 

 Congratulations to Abigail and Andrew 

Doyle, Alex Meleski, Cecelia and Colton Thom-

as, Angelo and Gabriel Zanghi, Claire Koza, 

Jocelyn Herrera, Nevaeh, Duane and Leland Mat-

thews and Kayla Turner for their faithful partici-

pation in our SOCL classes. 

 A special thanks to our teachers;  

Continued on page 3 



 

Jessica Notari, Tera Jean Notari, Kim Lucarz, Lu 

Ann Kaszuba and Barbara Nowicki for their co-

ordination, planning and execution of the 

School of Christian Living classes this past year. 

 Praying classes can hopefully begin again 

soon.  

Lent and SOCL 

 Before 

Sunday 

School had to 

close in 

March, the 

PreK through 

2
nd

 grade stu-

dents learned 

about the 

Lenten sea-

son.  They listened to “The Lent Song” (to the 

tune of “Are 

You Sleeping”) 

and learned 

the song and 

hand motions 

to so with it.  

They then 

worked on a 

Lenten Booklet 

which they 

took home to com-

plete. 

 We even 

had a very young 

student who 

joined us with the 

help of his mom.  

Thanks CJ Noto 

and mom Chris-

tine for joining us! 
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Holy Week 

 Even Covid-19 

could not stop Holy 

Week.  Although 

church was not open, 

Bishop Bernard, Fa-

ther Janusz and their 

families celebrated Palm Sunday 

Mass and the blessing of the 

palms.  Palms were then distribut-

ed from the front steps of the Ca-

thedral.  With social distancing, 

parishioners 

were able to get 

palms for use 

in their homes. 

 During the week, without a congrega-

tion, Prime 

Bishop An-

thony, Bish-

op Bernard 

and Father 

Janusz still 

had ser-

vices for Chrism Mass, Maun-

dy Thursday, Good Friday 

and Holy Saturday.  On Holy 

Saturday, again the front of 

the Cathedral served for 

some services.  Blessing of 

the baskets took place again 

with so-

cial dis-

tancing.  Parishioners 

brought baskets filled with 

Easter food to be blessed 

for the first meal of Easter 

Sunday. 

            Continued on page 4 



 Easter Sunday 

was celebrated glori-

ously which was 

streamed on Face-

book for all to watch.  

Even with some tech-

nical difficulties, it 

was so nice to be 

able to see the Ca-

thedral with Bishop 

Bernard celebrating 

Mass. 

 Hoping every-

one had a blessed 

Easter even though we 

has to celebrate it 

apart from our families 

and church family!  
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Church During Covid 

 When church reopened in June prepara-

tions were made to 

keep everyone safe 

and socially distant.  

Pews were marked to 

keep 6 feet apart and 

every other pew was 

blocked off. 

 As the summer 

warmed up, so did the 

church.  Because the 

church was hot, Mass was then moved to the air

-conditioned Youth Center.   

 Now that 

fall is here, Mass 

has been moved 

back to the Ca-

thedral, still with 

limits on attend-

ance, wearing 

masks and social 

distancing.    

 For our parishioner who are worried 

about attending Mass in person, you can still 

watch Bishop Mikovsky and Father Jason over 

the internet.   

 Looking forward with many prayers that 

we can all celebrate the Holy Eucharist together 

in person at our beloved St. Stanislaus. 

Congratulations to the New Confirmands 

 Congratulation to 

Kimberly Marie Lucarz 

and Jocelyn Isabelle Her-

rera on confirming their 

Catholic Faith.   

 On May 31
st

, the 

Solemnity of Pentecost, 

both Kimberly and her 

daughter Jocelyn re-

ceived the Sacrament of 

Confirmation which was conferred by Bishop 

Bernard with 

Father Janusz 

as his assis-

tant. 

 Be-

cause of 

Covid-19 on-

ly family at-

tended, and 

Kathy Michalina was sponsor 

for both Kimberly Marie and 

Jocelyn Isabelle.  

 Congratulations again 

to Kim and Jocelyn and may 

the Holy Spirit guide them 

as they continue their jour-

ney in the Christian Faith.  

Welcome New Members 

 We wish to extend a 

warm welcome to Wojcieh and 

Jolanta Piszcaek and their chil-

dren Adam and Stanislaw, and 

Ann Weidow as  new members 

of St. Stanislaus Cathedral.   

 Wojcieh and Jolanta were 

officially accepted as new members at the July 

meeting of the Parish Committee.  Ann was of-

ficially accepted in August. 

 Congratulations Wojceih, Jolanta and 

Ann. 
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Pierogi Sale 

 The Adoration 

of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament Society 

would like to send 

out a personal and 

huge heartful “Thank 

You” to our sister of 

our society Kim Lu-

carz for our successful homemade pierogi fund 

raiser in July which consisted of ta delicacy of 

delicious flavors.  Our sister of the ANS along 

with the help of her husband, Fr. Janusz and her 

daughter Joselyn, handmade approximately 200 

dozen of delicious Polish pierogi!  We are pro-

foundly grateful for their accomplishment of 

time, talents and dedication to our Cathedral 

and society.  This family is truly a blessing to 

us, and we are asking the Holy Spirit to bestow 

His blessings upon them!     

                             Kathy Michalina – President 

Two Babies Are Splashed! 

 Gerald Joseph 

Coolbaugh and Adela 

Rose Tucky were wel-

comed into the Chris-

tian faith on Saturday, 

Aug. 29
th

.   

 Gerald Joseph is 

the son of Gerald and 

Leandra Coolbaugh 

and brother to Ella 

Rose. Godparents 

were Josh and Ash-

ley Tucky 

 Adela Rose 

is the daughter of 

Josh and Ashley 

Tucky and the sis-

ter to Elias Joseph. 

Godparents were 

Gerald and Lean-

dra Coolbaugh. 

Joseph and Carol Nasser are grandpar-

ents to both babies. 

 Prime Bishop 

Mikovsky per-

formed the bap-

tism.  Because of 

restrictions the 

families received 

the initial Splash Program from the School of 

Christian Living in the mail to help both Gerald 

and Adela grow in 

faith. 

 Congratula-

tions and may God 

bless little Gerald Jo-

seph and Adela Rose 

and their families.  

First Holy Communion 

 Sunday, September 27
th

, two important 

things happened.  Mass moved back to the Ca-

thedral with the dis-

tribution of Holy 

Communion and 

more importantly 3 

young children re-

ceived their First 

Holy Communion. 

 Claire Koza, 

Elle Sossong, and 

Gabriel Zanghi received the Body and Blood of 

Christ for the first time.  First Holy Communion 

had been postponed from June until the Bishops 

conferred on a safe way to distribute commun-

ion within our Holy Church. 

 We congratulate 

Claire, Elle and Gabriel on 

receiving the Sacrament, 

even having to wear a 

mask, and are looking for-

ward to seeing them again 

as they continue their reli-

gious education at St. 

Stanislaus. 
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Grotto Demolition and Restoration 

 In our Spe-

cial Edition of the 

newsletter sent 

with the pledge 

statements, we told 

everyone about the 

demolition of the 

Grotto of Christ Be-

nign and the resto-

ration of the area 

with the placement 

of the base and 

Statue of Christ.  

Because of limited 

space, we could 

not include many 

photos. 

 So here they 

are!   

 Again, we 

are sad to see 

this beautiful 

monument go, 

but are looking 

forward to input 

on what can be 

done to replace 

it.  Start the 

thinking process . 

 

All Saints and All Souls Day 

      All Saints Day will be 

celebrated on Sunday, No-

vember 1
st

, at the three 

masses on that day.  All 

Souls Day will be celebrated 

on Monday, November 2
nd

, at 

noon in the Cathedral with 

the reading of the Memorial 

List-Wypominki.  Services 

will also be held at 7:00 

p.m. at the Cemetery rain or shine. 

 Envelopes for All Souls Day will be in the 

vestibule of the Cathedral or you may pick one 

up at the church office Monday thru Friday 9:00 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Please call first to make sure 

someone is in the office, 570-961-9231. 

Confirmation and 1st 

Communion Classes 

 Catechism classes 

for Confirmation and 1st 

Holy Communion will 

begin on Saturday, November 7th. 

 For Communion, children must be 7 years 

old now and for Confirmation, they must be 13 

years old at this time.   

 To register call Fr. Janusz, 570-343-6017 

or the parish office, 570-961-9231.  You may 

also contact the parish office by email,  

office@saintstanislauspncc.org. 

 Please do so as soon as possible. Thanks! 
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Understanding Heritage Sunday  

in the PNCC 

     by Father James Konicki, pastor 

                  Holy Name PNCC, Schenectady, NY 

 

(Please read carefully this instructive description of the 

modern application of our Church’s appreciation of our 

collective sense of heritage.     - Bishop Bernard) 

 

This month, along with the celebration of 

the Solemnity of the Christian Family, we also 

celebrate Heritage Sunday (October 18th). Why? 

 

Reading through the documents created 

in the Church’s organizing years we see so many 

references to humanity, established in nations, 

to be bearers and sharers of the gifts God has 

given them.In the Tenant and Aims Document it 

is recorded: “The most important objective of 

the Church… is to maintain, enrich and develop 

the life of God in the soul of man…” 

 

Likewise, the Confession of Faith, our 

Creedal Document begins: “I BELIEVE in Almighty 

God, the cause of all existence, in a Being who 

permeates the universe and is the source of its 

life and development both material (physical) as 

well as spiritual and moral. In relation to man, 

God reveals Himself through his creative power. 

His inexpressible wisdom. His provident influ-

ence on the formation of the destiny of individu-

al man, nations, states, and all of humanity. In a 

more particular way, God as the Spirit of Life, 

Light and Goodness, influences chosen spirits of 

nations, who in a given epoch of human devel-

opment, are the creative agent in the building of 

God’s Kingdom on earth…” 

 

Familiarize yourself with these state-

ments, for they are a call to us and to the world. 

We are to recognize the dignity and value of 

each person and nation in their contribution to-

ward helping us know God. These documents 

from the early 1900’s a sure cure to the inequal-

ity we still face today. We are not called to divi-

sion, but to celebrate each other in unity and 

equality. 

 

We celebrate heritage because God has 

given us gifts, attributes, and experiences that 

when shared adds to our collective knowledge 

of God. 

 

A paraphrase of the Preamble to our 

[PNCC] Constitution sums this up: “Religion is 

the source of life and regeneration. Religion 

[that possesses] the character of a nation 

[transmits innate] moral principles from which 

we achieve real freedom and stature.” As we cel-

ebrate let us each experience God more fully in 

each other and in what we share. 
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Mark Your Calendars!  

Here are some of the upcoming events, so mark your calendars to keep them in mind. 

October 11
th

 – Solemnity of Christian Family 

 

October 14
th

 & 15
th

 – Friends Helping Friends Fund 

Raiser at Boscov’s in Scranton 

 

October 24
th

 - ANS Homemade Soup and Hoagie Sale 

 

November 1
st

 – All Saints Day Mass at 8:00, 9:30 and 

11:00 a.m.    
  

November 2
nd

 – All Souls Day Mass at Noon with 

reading of the Memorial Listings - Wypominki 

  Services at the Cemetery 7:00 p.m.  
  

November 29
th

 – Thanksgiving Day 
  

December 1
st

 – First Sunday in Advent 
 

December 24
th

 – Christmas Eve 

                    4:00 pm – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass:  
                                            

                    10:30 pm – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass:  

                                Mass of the Shepherds: Pasterka 
  

December 25
th

 – Christmas Day   

                           10:00a.m. Holy Mass 

 

January 1
st

 – Circumcision of Our Lord 

      10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel 

  

January 2
nd

 - Holy Name of Jesus 

           8:30 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel           

 

January 6
th

 – Feast of the Epiphany 

                  10:00 am – Holy Mass 

  

January 18
th

 – 25
th

 – Week of Prayer for Christian  

                                 Unity 

January 31
st

 – Music Scholarship Sunday 

October Anniversaries 

 

 Oct 3 – Arthur &  

     Denise  

      Golembeski 

Oct 4 – Peter and       

   Miranda Arvonio 

Oct 5 – Joseph &   

  Marlene Yaron 

Oct 7 – Angelo & Joann Valvano 

             Ralph & Mary Lou Crispino 

Oct 11 – Raymond & Deborah  

                Godek 

Oct 15- Paul & Diane Cimino  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Birthdays 

 

Oct 1 – Bernie Kalteski 

Oct 4 - Leon Stankowski Jr. 

            Paul Kowalski Jr. 

Oct 5 - Samuel Raub 

Oct 8- Maria Hughes 

Oct 11 – Dan Zahorsky,Jr. 

               Lewis Edwards 

              Andrew Edwards 

              Elizabeth Pfohl 

              Kevin (Freddie)  

                 McConlogue, Sr. 

Oct 12 – Constance Tellep 

Oct 13 – Joshua Stankowski 

               Arlene Jarocha 

               Matthew Pfohl 

Oct 15 – Peter Arvonio III 

Oct 16 – Mary Lou Crispino 

Oct 19 – Alexander Zygmunt 

Oct 21 – Patty Golembeski 

Oct 24 – Frank Gerardi 

Oct 25 – Joan Bogdanski 

Oct 27 – Joyce Pietrzykowski 

Oct 30 – Braelyn Reed 

 

Your Votes Were Counted 

 Thank you to all who 

sent in or dropped off their bal-

lots for the replacement of the 

chairlift in our Cathedral.  

There were 86 yes, 2 no and 1 

replace the whole system.  

Therefore, Accessibility Solutions 360 has been 

contacted and a down payment has been made 

on a new Stannah chairlift to replace the old one 

on one side. 

 Also thank you to those who also sent in 

a donation toward the new chairlift. Bóg Zapłać! 

 
 

Coming Next Month 

 Bishop Jaroslaw Rafalko’s concecration 

and installation with pictures 

 Spojnia Sunday 

   Stay Tuned!! 


