
    December  2019 

ADVENT – the  

TRUEST CHRISTMAS 

PREPARATION  
 

I truly hope you are 

looking forward to this 

special time of year. 

Advent is a time to re-

flect on the abundant 

blessings God has be-

stowed on each and 

every one of us. Alt-

hough the daylight hours have grown shorter 

and night seems longer each day, in the midst of 

darkness, Advent helps us recall how the light 

shines through with the promise of good things 

to come. Spiritually, Advent is the dawn. It is not 

yet the bright light of Christmas. Advent is a 

time of preparation for something exceedingly 

joyful that is yet to come. It is a time of penance, 

when our souls are still struggling through the 

darkness, seeking the Light.  

 

There is a longing and expectancy in Advent.  So 

we undertake our Advent waiting and joyful hope 

and expectation and repentance — just as the 

early Christians preparing for the day of salva-

tion when the Lord will come. 

 

Advent is offered by the Church as a fruitful time 

for you to examine the depth and strength of 

your faith. In the person of Jesus Christ, whose 

birth you will soon celebrate, you see the God 

you cannot see made visible; God who does not 

force but asks to be invited into your life to 

share his love with you. “Behold, I stand at the 

door and knock; if anyone hears my voice, I will 

come in to him.” But the door to your heart can 

only be opened from the inside, and Christ will 

not force his way in — he, too, waits with great 

longing and expectation and patience for all of 

us to invite him in. 

 

During this holy season of Advent, I commend to 

you the Wednesday morning Rorate Masses at 

6:30, a traditional Advent devotional in honor 

the Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated just before 

the dawning light of the Advent Wednesdays. 

 

During this holy season of Advent, I commend to 

you the sounds and colors and ceremonies typi-

cal of this first season of the liturgical Church 

year.  The poetry and melodies of Advent are un-

like any other during the cycle of Church sea-

sons.  You’ll experience many sounds of the Ad-

vent season in this year’s Service of Advent Les-

sons and Carols on Sunday, December 15
th

 at 

6:30 pm in the Cathedral.  Don’t miss it!  

 

Enhance your spirituality by presenting your-

self to God each Sunday for at least fifteen 

minutes before the start of each Mass to re-

view the Advent hymns outlined in the order 

of service; and then open your hymnals to the 

numbered hymn to read the poem that is set 

to the melody peculiar to Advent, and reflect 

carefully on the meaning of the thoughts and 

teachings and prayers described in that 

hymn’s poetry. 

 

During this holy season of Advent, I commend to 

you the words of St. Paul in his Letter to the Ro-

mans: “You know the time, it is the hour now for 

you to awake from sleep. For our salvation is 

nearer now than when we first believed.”  In-

deed. awake and repent of any waywardness be-

fore God. 

 

And most importantly, be assured of my prayers 

asking God’s blessing for all of you and your 

families throughout Advent, this first holy sea-

son of the new year.  

                                                                                                      Bishop Bernard 
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Rorate Masses 

 For us, from 

within our Catholic 

Christian spiritually, 

Advent is the dawn. 

This time of year has 

not yet realized the 

bright light of Christ-

mas. Advent for you and me is a time of prepara-

tion for something exceedingly joyful that is yet 

to come. It is a time of penance, when our souls 

are still struggling through the darkness of mis-

deeds and lapses from goodness, but still seek-

ing the Light. 

There is a sense of longing and expectan-

cy in Advent. 

 An expression of that anticipation 

is our Rorate Masses celebrated early each 

Wednesday morning in the lower chapel of the 

Cathedral at 6:30 a.m. Let two or three of these 

special Advent events be a part of your spiritual 

preparation this year for the celebration of 

Christ’s birth. The first Rorate Mass is scheduled 

for Wednesday, December 4
th

 and will continue 

for the next two Wednesdays in Advent.  Hope to 

see you there. 

United YMS of R Winter Clothing Drive  
The ma-

jority of the par-

ishes of the 

Polish National 

Catholic Church 

are located in 

areas that are 

about to be met 

with harsh win-

ter weather. For 

this reason, the 

United YMS of R is collecting winter clothing for 

those in need! Donations can include new or 

gently used coats, hats, gloves, pants and 

sweatshirts.  Also accepted: new socks, under-

wear or t-shirts.  Items can be dropped off in 

the Parish Hall until January 20
th

. 

 Though a reason to be charitable is never 

needed, we have decided to reward the Parish 

who collects the most. The winning Parish will 

receive a monetary gift sponsored by the United 

Y.M.S. of R. Board, in hopes of being used to pro-

mote a fellowship activity! For more details, 

please see the flyers posted in the Parish 

Hall or contact Nick Gerardi at (570) 313-

8046. Remember, even a small donation can 

help spread Christ’s love this Christmas sea-

son. Thank you! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YMS of R  Branch #1 hosts their 

annual Breakfast Buffet with Santa on 

Sunday, December 8
th

 after the 9:30 am 

Holy Mass in the Parish Youth Center. 

Tickets are Adults: $9.00; Children ages 4 

to 12: $3.00; Children ages 3 and under: 

Free. Please make reservations in the Par-

ish Hall after 9:30 am Mass on Sundays 

or call Frank Gerardi at 570-587-3672. 

There will be a limited number of tickets 

for sale at the door, so please make your 

reservations by Thursday, December 5
th

. 

Set up will be Saturday, December 7
th

 at 

6:30 pm. Any help given is much appreci-

ated. 

PS:  Bring an item for the Winter Clothing 

Drive to the breakfast and get on Santa’s 

Good List!!!!!! 

One Hot Meal  

Thank You 

We extend our deep-

est appreciation to Walter 

(Babe) Gantz for sponsoring 

our November meal in 

memory of his wife Char-

lotte. We also thank the anonymous donor for 

their donation of $200 to One Hot Meal. We 

are extremely grateful for your generosity. It’s 

because of the donations, support, and help 

of our parishioners and friends that we can 

continue this very important outreach pro-

gram. 
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Another Baby is 

Splashed! 

 Chloe Camille was 

welcomed into the Chris-

tian faith on Sunday, No-

vember 24
th

.   

 Chloe is the 

daughter of Felicia Pe-

trillo and Jeffrey Thom-

as. Godparents are Shel-

by Petrillo and Troy Petrillo.  Grandparents of 

Chloe are Wanda and Bob Petrillo and Great 

Grandparents are Raymond and Gloria Makow-

ski. Little Chloe was blessed to wear her great 

grandfather Ray’s christening gown and great 

uncle Jerry Patrick’s bonnet.    

 Bishop Nowicki performed the baptism 

and the baby was presented with a prayer blan-

ket from the Prayer Shawl Ministry so she may 

always be surrounded by God’s Love. The family 

also received the initial Splash Program from the 

School of Christian Living to help Chloe grow in 

faith. 

 Congratulations and may God bless little 

Chloe Camille and her family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Our Operation Christmas Child pro-

gram is "wrapping up!" All filled shoeboxes 

were returned to church on Sunday Novem-

ber 17
th

 to meet the 

shipping schedule. 

The UYA had 33 

boxes to be sent off 

to make some little 

boy’s or girl’s  

 

 

Christmas a little nicer. Thank 

you all who contributed boxes 

and/or money for postage, for 

participating in this worthwhile 

project. 

ANS Updates 

Sending out CONGRATULATIONS to the 

WINNER'S of the ANS BASKET RAFFLE which was 

held on Nov.3
rd

!!! 

Basket of Cheer Ticket # 2 Carol  

          Krenitsky  

Gift Card Tree Ticket # 122 Joann 

          Stankowski  

Gift Cards Framed Ticket # 13 Lu Ann 

            Kaszuba  

Lottery Tickets & Gift Cards Ticket # 182  

            Ava Kalteski  

Martz Bus Trip + $100 Ticket # 163 

                       Linda Bielski  

Thanking all who supported our raffle 

with generous gifts such as, monetary, gift 

cards & donations from outside businesses, 

and those who purchased tickets. We truly ap-

preciate your generosity!!! God Bless you all!!!  

ALSO, a very, very special THANK YOU to 

our sisters Debbie Godek, Eve Hughes & Sue 

Techmanski for their determined efforts & time 

vested in making this event a success!!!! We are 

extremely THANKFUL to our dedicated mem-

bers of The Adoration of the Most Blessed Sac-

rament Society. May the Holy Spirit continue his 

blessings upon each of "Y-O-U"!!! 

 Another little reminder; our ANS will 

sponsor a 300 Club Drawing beginning Decem-

ber 1
st

. Tickets are $20. Please see any ANS 

member for information or to purchase tickets! 

 With much Praise & Gratitude,  

President, Kathy Michalina 
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A Service of Lessons 

and Carols for Advent 

 The Cathedral  

Chorale will present a Festi-

val of Lessons and Carols 

for Advent on Sunday, De-

cember 15
th

 at 6:30 p.m.  

Scripture, hymns and an-

thems will help lead us in spiritual and musical 

preparations as we commemorate the season of 

Advent.  There will be no charge for admission 

and a reception with light refreshments will be 

held in the gathering area beneath the Cathedral 

following the concert.  Tell your friends or better 

yet bring them with you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us For Wreaths Across America 

 For the 2
nd

 year, St. Stanislaus UYA is 

partnering with Wreaths Across America to sup-

port their mission to Remember, Honor and 

Teach about America’s veterans. On December 

14, 2019 at Noon, we will have a wreath-laying 

ceremony at our cemetery on Kane Street in 

conjunction with ones occurring at Arlington 

National Cemetery, as well as at more than 

1,600 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, 

at sea and abroad. 

 We will be accepting donations now 

through December 14th so that each veteran at 

rest in our cemetery will be honored and re-

membered. You can donate in memory of your 

loved one who was a veteran or just make a 

general donation toward the cost of the many 

wreathes that are placed on every veterans’ 

grave at our cemetery. 

 We hope you will support this effort by 

donating $15 to sponsor a wreath in honor of or 

in memory of an American hero and show our 

veterans and their families that we will not for-

get. We would also ask for your participation on 

that Saturday to help lay the many wreaths for 

our veterans. 

 The UYA will have a table set up after 

each 9:30 mass now through the end of Novem-

ber to accept donations. 

Checks can be made payable 

to St. Stanislaus Cathedral 

UYA. You may also send in 

your donations to the Parish 

Office, Attention Wreaths 

Across America. 

 Please join us on Sat-

urday, December 14
th 

at noon 

as we honor our veterans at 

this very moving events.  Let 

us never forget our veterans. 

 Join us Sunday, December 22
nd

 following 

the 9:30 a.m. Mass to decorate the church for 

Christmas.  Much help is needed. Much fun is 

promised.  Good fellowship guaranteed. Great 

satisfaction assured.  You may not be able to do 

heavy lifting, but you can come and enjoy the 

company!! This year come to experience it all. 
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SOCL News 

 The Spe-

cial Needs Class 

has finished 

their Creation 

story and are 

now learning 

about Noah and the 

Ark.  The students 

were preparing the 

art projects for their wall mural.  

 The First and Sec-

ond Grades drew what 

they are thankful for. They 

had decorated 

"thankful jars" and 

brought slips of paper 

home for them and their 

family to fill out with 

"thankful messages" to 

read at Thanksgiving din-

ner table. They will be continuing lessons on the 

Lord’s Prayer after the Thanksgiving break. 

 The Preschool and Kindergarten class also 

have finished their Creation lesson. For Thanks-

giving they learned 

about Jesus healing the 

lepers and only one 

coming back to thank 

Him.  They did projects 

to remember to always 

thank God for His gifts 

to them. Part of the les-

sons included learning 

“Jesus Loves Me” and 

“We Thank Jesus” both 

sung to the same melo-

dy using sign language 

on the chorus. 

 Remember it is 

never to late to join 

SOCL!!!  Everyone it welcome always!!! 

UYA Project 

 The Cathe-

dral UYA are 

painting one of 

the rooms in the 

lower level of the 

Youth Center 

which will be-

come a special 

room for the 

UYA.  They will 

have their own 

space for their 

meetings and 

special projects, 

plus storage for 

their supplies for 

all the projects.  

Can’t wait to see 

how the project 

turns out. 
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St. Stanislaus Youth Basketball News        

Sign-ups for the upcoming season are un-

derway.  ALL REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE RE-

TURNED ALONG WITH PAYMENT BY 12/13/2019.  

Forms and information about the league are lo-

cated downstairs in the church hall, and on the 

church’s website. Please either mail or drop off 

the completed forms along with the payment to: 

Jake Stankowski c/o Southside Floral Shop, 1025 

Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pa.   18505.  The cost 

for each player is $40.00 and $20.00 for each 

additional child within the same family (living in 

the same household). 

Sign-ups and a short drills and skills session will 

take place on Friday, December 6th, 2020 and 

Thursday, December 12th, 2020 in the youth 

center. 

            6:30-7:00 p.m. for PreK - 2nd grades                              

            7:00- 7:45 p.m. for 3rd – 8th grades     

           7;45 – 8:30 p.m. for 9th – 11th grades   

         Games will tentatively start on Friday,  

January 10th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.  

 A schedule of game times and age groups 

will soon follow. Thank You as always for your 

support! Any questions please contact Jake 

Stankowski @ (570-341-0986) or Art Golembeski 

@ 570-575-5231. 

 Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading 

provider of preventive health screenings, will of-

fer affordable, non-invasive and painless health 

screenings at St Stanislaus Polish National Cath-

olic Cathedral on 1/23/2020.  

 A package of five screenings to identify 

risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic 

conditions will be offered: 

• Carotid artery ultrasound to identify plaque 

buildup in the carotid arteries, a major risk 

factor for stroke 

• Abdominal aortic aneurysm ultrasound to 

identify presence of an enlargement in the 

largest blood vessel in the body 

• An EKG to identify the presence of atrial fi-

brillation, which increases the risk for stroke 

• Ultrasound of the lower legs to look for 

plaque buildup known as peripheral artery dis-

ease 

• Ultrasound of the shin bone to identify risk 

for osteoporosis 

These 5 vital screenings are offered for only 

$149 and take 60-90 minutes to complete. If you 

register today, you will receive a $10 discount. 

 Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-

6441, visit www.lifelinescreening.com/

communitycircle, or text the word "circle" to 

797979. 

Christmas Flower Donations 

 With Advent fast approaching it is time to consider donating for Christmas Flowers to 

adorn our alters. We are requesting $25.00 or more in memory of your loved ones. Checks 

made be made out to the ANS Flower Fund and mailed to 529 E, Locust St. Scranton, 18505 

or dropped off at the Parrish Office. Please include names of loved ones to be honored. Any 

questions please contact Connie Tellep at jtellep@nep,net or 57-222-4409.  

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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Do you have your priorities in order so you 

are prepared to share in the joy of Our 

Lord’s Birth? 

 

Everything in life is about priorities…   Where 

are yours? 

  

Desires dictate our priorities, priorities shape 

our choices and actions 

  

60 minutes at Church weekly “I wish I had the 

time” 

60 minutes on smart phone daily “OMG time 

flies” 

  

$25 or more in the weekly church envelope 

“Ouch – nope- that is too much!” 

$25 to go out for dinner “are you kidding – 

not even close” 

  

30 minutes on the phone checking in with 

family “painful” 

30 minutes watching Netflix “Time for anoth-

er”” 

  

15 minutes in daily prayer “an eternity” 

15 minutes on Social Media “not even close to 

enough time” 

  

$1000 to the Church “Wow that is a lot – can’t 

afford it” 

$1000 for an iPhone “absolute necessity” 

  

Get up early for Mass – “tired had a long 

week” 

Get up early for sporting events or the beach 

– “packed and ready –> Let’s go” 

  

The key is not to prioritize what is on your 

schedule – but to schedule your priorities!   

December Anniversaries 

 

Dec 14 – Raymond & Gloria  

                      Makowski 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

December Birthdays 

 

Dec 4 – Mary Karsnak 

Dec 5 – Shelby Petrillo 

             Edward Meleski 

             Richard Berezinsky 

Dec 7 – Stephanie Kaszuba 

Dec 8 – Joseph Yaron 

            Carol Grinzi 

Dec 10 – Barbara Nowicki 

Dec 13 – Diane Smicherko 

Dec 16 – Madeline Hughes 

Dec 18 – Grace Weaver 

Dec. 19 – Wanda Diak 

Dec 20 –MaryAnn Zigmont 

             Christine Noto 

Dec 27 – Janet Swanger 

Dec 30 – Lauren Godek 

               Mary Ann Stankowski 

               Ann Marie Grado 

Dec 31 – Arthur Schmidt 
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Mark Your Calendars! 

Here are some of the upcoming events, so mark your calendars to keep them in mind. 

December 1
st

 – First Sunday in Advent 
 

December 4
th

 – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower  

                        Chapel 
 

December 6
th

 – Basketball practice and registration  

                         6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

December 7
th

 – One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                          3:00 p.m. in the Youth Center 

                          Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer 
 

December 8
th

 – Breakfast with Santa after the 9:30  

                             a.m. Mass 
 

December 11
th

 – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel 

 

December 12
th

 – Basketball practice and registration  

                             6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

December 14
th

 – Wreaths Across America Ceremony  

                          at Noon in St. Stanislaus Cemetery  

 

December 15
th  

- Advent Lessons and Carols  

                                 6:30 p.m. 
 

December 18
th

 – Rorate Mass 6:30a.m. Lower Chapel 

 

December 22
nd

 – Decorating the Church for  

                        Christmas after the 9:30 a.m. Mass 
 

December 24
th

 – Christmas Eve 

                       4:00 pm – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass:  

                             Living Nativity 

                       10:30 pm – Christmas Eve Vigil Mass:  

                               Mass of the Shepherds: Pasterka 
 

December 25
th

 – Christmas Day 

                           10:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral 

                           10:30 am – Holy Mass, Tripp Park  

                                            Chapel  

 

December 26
th

 – Feast of St. Stephen 

                       10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel  

 

December 27
th

 – Feast of St. John 

                       10:00 am – Holy Mass Cathedral, wine                               

                                blessed and distributed 

 

December 29
th

 – Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds 

                         8:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral 

                         9:30 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral 

           11:15 am – Holy Mass, Tripp Park Chapel  

 

December 31
st

 – 7:00 p.m. Mass at Close of the Year,  

                         Cathedral, lower chapel  

 

January 1
st

 – Circumcision of Our Lord 

                   10:00 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel 

 

January 2
nd

 - Holy Name of Jesus 

                  8:30 am – Holy Mass, lower chapel           
 

January 4
th

 – One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                      3:00 p.m. in the Youth Center 

                   Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer. 
 

January 5
th

 – Feast of the Epiphany (anticipated) 

                 8:00 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral 

                 9:30 am – Holy Mass, Cathedral 

                 11:15 M – Holy Mass, Tripp Park Chapel 
          

January 10
th

 – Basketball starts in the Youth Center        

                      6:30 p.m. 

 

January 17
th

 - Basketball in the Youth Center starting  

                                    at 6:30 p.m. 
 

January 18
th

 – 25
th

 – Week of Prayer for Christian  

                                         Unity 

 

 January 25
th

 - Basketball in the Youth Center starting  

                                      at 6:30 p.m. 
 

January 26
th

 – Music Scholarship Sunday 

 

January 31
st 

- Basketball in the Youth Center starting  

                                     at 6:30 p.m. 
 

February 1
st

 - One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                       3:00 p.m. in the Youth Center 

                       Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer.   

 

February 2
nd

 – Candlemas Day   

 

February 8
th

 – Valentine Day Dance in the  

                       Youth Center  
 

February 16
th

—Anniversary of the Death of  

                        Bishop Hodur 

 

February 26
th

 - Ash Wednesday Distribution of Ashes     

                   at Noon and 7:00 p.m. Masses 


