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On February 3rd, 2020 at 10:30 AM, the Elections Governance Committee (EGC) was made 
aware of an issue with the ballots of students in the Health Studies program. The Chief 
Returning Officer took immediate action to identify the problem, notify the relevant stakeholders, 
and correct the ballot. It was found that the EGC received incomplete information from the 
Registrar’s Office when creating the ballot. From the original information received, students 
were not identified to be part of Health Studies, rather only Health Sciences. Once this was 
identified, we immediately reached out to the Registrar’s Office again to obtain the correct 
information needed to fix the ballot. By 3:10 PM on February 3rd, the issue with the ballot was 
rectified. It was identified that 25 students had voted with the incorrect ballot, amounting to 2% 
of eligible voters.  
 
Any issues with students’ ballots which occurred after 3:10 PM on February 3rd were unrelated 
to the issue which affected all Health Studies students. Consequently, no student identified to 
the EGC that they had issues with their ballots after this time.  
 
On the first page of the ballot, students are told not to vote if they do not see the ballot choices 
they expect. On the final page of the ballot, students are also reminded that once they submit 
their ballot, they will be unable to change their vote. There were a number of students who read 
this message, identified issues with their ballot, and reached out to the EGC prior to casting 
their vote. As such, the EGC was able to update these individual ballots before these students 
cast their vote. This is why the disclaimers are a part of our ballot, and they represent the best 
solution to ensuring all voters are able to vote for their representatives.  
 
Over the course of the voting period, only one student reached out to the EGC to ask if a 
re-election for Health Studies was a possibility. It was not until February 12th, 2020 that an 
official request was made to the EGC on behalf of the Faculty of Health Sciences to meet and 
discuss this issue.  
 



The EGC is open to a dialogue about how to better prevent a similar issue from occurring next 
election period, but a by-election for the Health Studies Councillor will not be opened for this 
election period.  
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