
 
 
 

GETTING YOUR HOME READY TO RENT 
 

WAYS TO MAKE YOUR HOME STAND OUT 

Attracting renters means making your home stand out 
from the rest and giving a renter a reason to choose your 
home over another – especially if the rent is higher. We 
always do these things to ensure our home is chosen over 
the cheaper one next door … Here are a few tips:  

VACANT SHOWS BEST! Many owners can’t wait to 
get their home rented but vacant homes rent faster than 
homes with tenants. Face it, tenants are messy and unless 
you have that one tenant that maintains a decorator’s 
dream, wait until the tenant has moved and you have 
completely cleaned the home before putting it on the 
market.  

CLEAN! CLEAN! CLEAN! Consider hiring a 
professional cleaning service recognizing that this minor 
expense is well justified.  

FURNITURE. No. Remove it all unless the home is 
furnished. We wouldn’t even waste money on staging as 
we have never seen a staged home rent quicker than one 
that wasn’t staged. 

A LIGHT APPEARANCE. 
As a rule, do everything to 
lighten the appearance of your 
home. Raise the blinds, open 
the drapes and use light colors. 
Neutralize every room – get rid 
of pinks and lime greens.  

REPAIRS. Identify and repair dripping faucets, sticking 
or creaking doors and make sure everything is operational: 
doorknobs, knockers, light switches, and faucets.  

When people see areas of disrepair, they begin to wonder 
whether there are other unseen problems and that the home 
has not been cared for.  They also formulate a negative 
impression of the owner, too.  

Remove loose and dangling wallpaper.  

THE INTERIOR. The inside of your home should be 
spotless and appealing. You get one chance to capture a 
tenant even though they will tell you that they have vision 
and can see right past the cleaning crew! Wait till your 
home is ready!!! 

Create a positive mood. Install higher wattage light bulbs 
and turn on all the lights, day or night. Open the curtains 
during the day and flip on all the lights before every 
showing.  

Keep your home dusted and vacuumed at all times. This 
gets tedious and tiresome especially if you don’t have any 
showings scheduled.  You have to be prepared because 
potential renters will often call at the last minute to see 
your home.  

Quiet any annoying squeaks 
on the stairs and floors. Carpet 
contractors can be hired to 
screw down squeaky floors.  

Repair wobbly banishers and 
handrails. Paint, stain, and coat wood with a poly coating 
to shine them up. 

Have the carpets shampooed and if there are serious stains, 
consider replacing it.  

Rejuvenate the hardwoods, wipe the walls, and wash the 
windows (both inside and out). Dust the blinds, drapes, 
lighting fixtures, and ceiling fans.  

Make sure you have bright, clean, and unbroken blinds in 
every window. Clean windows and mirrors. 

Clean rubbish out of the fireplace and get rid of the 
utensils. Firewood should be removed. We don’t 
encourage our tenants to use the fireplace so we don’t 
leave wood readily available.   

Remove posters adhesives, children’s glow in the dark 
stars and stickers from walls, doors, and ceilings. Fill nail 
holes and other mishaps – and paint. 
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Tips For Renting 
Your Home 

 



Make sure all the closet shelving is in place and none is 
missing or brackets are broken. Paint over the scuff marks 
and install bright light bulbs.  

KITCHEN AND BATHROOMS. The nicer the kitchen 
and bathrooms, the more rent you can 
expect to receive. Even renters love great 
kitchens – it makes a home!  

Make sure the appliances are clean and 
odor-free because a tenant will open them 
and see what they look and smell like. 

Bathrooms should always be kept spotlessly clean. Make 
sure the toilets are flushed and the lids are down. Put toilet 
paper in the holder. Tenants will use the facilities so you 
may as well not make it a bad situation for yourself later.  

If the area is unsightly, such as the bathtubs, have the tub 
and sinks re-caulked and remove mineral deposits and 
grime from shower walls. Remove shower curtains and 
clips if left from the previous tenant. Repair faucets and 
remove rust stains from basins and showers.  

Replace broken or cracked toilet bowls. If you can’t get 
them spotlessly clean, replace it. If the toilet is leaking, 
replace the valves. Repair or replace broken and cracked 
tiles on walls, floors, and in showers and tubs. Re-grout if 
the grout is stained or discolored.  

STORAGE AREA. Renters need storage, too. If you 
have a basement, garage or sheds, clean them out and 
make them friendly.  Replace 
light bulbs with brighter wattages 
or install additional lighting – but 
make it friendly enough that your 
mother wouldn’t be afraid. Do it 
now – before it goes on the 
market! 

If the basement shows signs of water or smells like 
mildew, have a contractor check it out for water seepage. 
Have the basement checked for structural problems, too.  

THE OUTSIDE. Curb appeal is extremely important. 
Good tenants do just a book by its cover. 

Cut shrubs and bushes to below the 
windows, keep the lawn mowed and 
edged, and plant simple perennials in 
the gardens. Make sure you mulch the 
beds. If you have bare areas in your 
lawn, lay sod for a quick fix. We encourage our owners to 
pick up lawn care for the tenants as it is the last thing a 
tenant wants to do.    

Remove all signs of deterioration of the mailbox by 
simply painting it and replacing the numbers on the sides 
and front.  

Remove all trash, branches, unsightly patio furniture, and 
debris from the property. Don’t pile it in the corner of the 
yard.  

Make any repairs to fences on the property that appear run 
down, or sagging. Fix squeaking gates, missing pickets, 
rusty latches and peeling paint. Renters love fenced yards 
and it’s a huge selling point.  

Porches, steps, verandas, balconies, patios and other 
extensions of the house should be repaired and painted. 
These could be hazardous, therefore a liability.  

THE EXTERIOR OF THE HOUSE. Take a close look 
as you walk around your home. Clean anything that looks 
dirty or moldy, throw out anything broken, and replace-
repair anything that looks loose, dingy, or rusted.  

Dust off the cobwebs and remove 
mud daubers/wasps nests from the 
eaves and exterior lights fixtures. 
Replace burned out light bulbs.   

Have the exterior trim repaired and 
painted along with the garage doors.  

If you can do it yourself (hire someone if you are unable 
to do it yourself), check for loose and missing shingles as 
you don’t want leaks while it’s on the market. And don’t 
forget to fix the interior ceilings where dripping water has 
discolored the sheetrock. 

Fix the front door bell. Ensure it works. Install a wireless 
one if it’s easier than repairing the old wired one. 

Make sure the front door, storm door, and/or screen doors 
work perfectly. There shouldn’t be any signs of rust or 
disrepairs and make sure there is weather stripping so that 
there are no gaps when you close the door.   

Shades, shutters, and awnings should be in good 
condition.   

Clean, repair and paint gutters and downspouts. Fix any 
drainage issues and fill eroded areas so you don’t have 
problems later. 

Clean all windows inside and out. It will let the light in.  

Make sure you have the locks rekeyed between tenants 
(for liability) and that one key works on all the doors. 
Check each lock to ensure the keys work smoothly or 
you’ll be back after the tenant moves in. 



OUTDOOR FURNITURE. Determine 
if you want to leave your patio furniture 
and garden benches. It it’s rusty, broken, 
or moldy, power wash it with bleach then 

paint it. If it can’t be repaired, dispose of it. Just remember 
that you will not get it back in the same condition.  

THE GARAGE. Often the catch-all of the home and so 
many owners can’t even park their car in it.  Make sure 
you completely clean it out and add lighting if it’s dark. 
Fix a door that doesn’t open easily and clean the garage 
floor from oil. Repair automatic garage door openers and 
ensure you have 2 remotes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOTTOM LINE: Your home should show like it 
has been well cared for. Even renters are looking for a nice 
place and will pay extra if it looks nice, smells good, and 
has great curb appeal. Renters do judge a book by its 
covers and are looking for a home that appears to have 
been well-kept, is clean, and has tons of space. 

These are just a few things that you can do to make your 
home look well cared for. Good renters are like gold so 
you want to catch them before someone else does.  

 

 

 


