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Submission to Yukon Mineral Development Strategy
August 12, 2020
Dear Panel Members:
During my 68 years of residency in the Yukon, I have always understood that the Yukon’s economy
was like a three-legged stool. The major leg was Canadian Government (read other Canadian
taxpayers) largess. The second leg was the Yukon’s mineral exploration and mining industries. The
third leg was the Yukon’s summer tourism industry.
In all my years of residency, the largess of the Canadian Government has always been the largest leg
of our stool. The following information shows that the present Yukon Government is ensuring that we
are becoming more and more attached to the federal financial teat.
THIS, TO ME, SHOULD BE A SOURCE OF GREAT SHAME TO YUKONERS.
2018-2019 Public Accounts: (latest available)
2019 Actual Revenue $1,135,814,000 from Government of Canada
$264,319,000 from Government of Yukon (18.9% of total)
2018 Actual Revenue $1,099,574,000 from Government of Canada
$228,105,000 from Government of Yukon (17.2% of total)
The 2019 – 2020 Budget documents indicate estimated revenue and recoveries from Canada at
$1,209,174,000.
Of course, because of COVID, revenues from Canada have greatly increased from this estimate.
The same document indicates estimated revenue and recoveries for the Yukon at $220,823,000
(15.4% of the original total)
The present Yukon Government continues to enact regulations by Order-in-Council which are
frequently contrary to federal legislation and that further reduce the Yukon’s ability to compete on the
world stage for mineral exploration and mine development investment.
The Yukon Government has cow-towed to other Yukon governments and preservationist groups,
primarily financed by United States based “charitable” trusts and foundations, to withdraw 53% of the
territorial land base from mineral exploration and development.
Investment in mineral exploration and development continues to be further hampered by increased
costs and permitting time lines. This is achieved by:
 The excruciatingly slow and expensive YESAA and Water Board Processes;
 Class 1 Permits, which hunters, guide outfitters, and even mushroom pickers do not require;
 Prospecting Lease Guidelines;
 Still more land withdrawals are anticipated by: a Wetlands Policy; and Heritage Resource
Impact/Overview Assessments.
Most of these processes, guidelines, policies, initiatives, resolutions and assessments do not include
industry representatives, and are learned about and disseminated to industry after they have been
implemented by government(s).
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The floundering Yukon mineral investment climate is further emphasized by the 2019 Fraser Institute
Annual Survey of Mining Companies:
2015 – 79.16 Ranked 12th of 109
2019 – 75.56 Ranked 23rd of 76
In 2019, the Yukon is behind Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec, and British Columbia in Canadian
Jurisdictions.
Investment Attractiveness Index:

Policy Perception Index:

2015 – 76.66 Ranked 39th of 109
2019 – 76.40 Ranked 32nd of 76

Best Practices Mineral Potential Index:

2015 – 80.83 Ranked 4th of 109
2019 – 75.00 Ranked 22nd of 76

The June 12, 2020 announcement by Minister Pillai of an increase of $1.1 million to the Yukon Mineral
Exploration Program (YMEP) to raise its total to $2.5 million shows the present government is, at best,
conflicted or just simply doesn’t know what it is doing.
It is very worth noting that Mineral Exploration and Development provide year-round employment for
most Yukon trades, professions, and businesses; whereas, tourism provides economic input for rarely
more than the five summer months. Mineral Industry jobs pay high wages, while tourism jobs pay
much poorer wages.
Tourism officials, tourism operators and preservationist groups, primarily funded by United States
based “charitable” trusts and foundations, always trash the mineral industries for creating a boom and
bust economy. We have seen how new legislation and regulations imposed by various jurisdictions
have reduced the economic impact of tourism. Legislation, regulations, and metal prices have a similar
effect on the mineral industries. The devastation of COVID further demonstrated that boom and bust
exists for tourism as well.
These same groups also trash the mineral industries for their need to develop roads to create a mine.
Roads, they claim, disrupt wildlife habitat and allow more access for hunters, trappers, and further
exploration; however, at the same time, they glory in the better access for tourist travel and wildlife
viewing. Seems to be a conflict of interest to me.
Again, these same groups always claim that the cost for remediation of former mine sites is so large it
makes mining untenable. This is an invalid claim. The remediation of mine sites is why the bonding
and remediation fund processes have been established. The recent debacle concerning the Wolverine
Mine demonstrates that this system is not working as intended. Legislation needs to be strengthened
to ensure mining companies unable to maintain bonding and remediation commitments should have
their operations immediately and legally closed, at least until they can fulfil those commitments.
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