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ANNUAL REPORT             

Wellshire Presbyterian Church 

Annual Meeting  

Wellshire Presbyterian Church Chapel 

August 19, 2018 at 10:00 am 

  

I. Opening Prayer 

II. Declaration of Quorum 

III. Distribution of the Annual Report 

IV. Necrology Report & Prayer of Remembrance 

V. Meeting of Corporation 

 A. Trustees and Officers of the Corporation 

 B. Finance Report 

  i. Review of Fiscal Year 2018 

  ii. Presentation of 2019 Fiscal Year Budget 

VI. Report on Music Director Search 

VII. Report on 223rd General Assembly 

VIII. One Wellshire: Sanctuary Renovation and Narthex Expansion 

IX. Prayer of Thanksgiving 

  

AGENDA 
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Dear Friends of Wellshire, 

In the following pages, you will read some of the highlights of the past year. Wellshire 

members and staff always want to “do more,” of course. But I think you will read that we are a 

very vital church, doing much good in Denver and around the world.  

This past year will be remembered as the year that was dominated by the One Wellshire 

campaign for Narthex expansion and Sanctuary renovation. During 2017 we made a pitch to 

you for funding, and we turned over the entire north end of our building in January 2018 to the 

contractor and architects. Barring any surprises, the work should be completed in October, and 

we can “move back in” during November. 

I want to humbly ask for your continued patience during this time. I know parking is limited 

and entering the building is a challenge. Our worship and music are admittedly 

“compromised.” Due to our compact worship space, the temporary loss of the organ, and 

staffing issues, we simply cannot offer the variety and vibrancy that we historically are able to 

do. It feels to some like we are out wandering the wilderness!  

But borrowing two Biblical phrases, know that “this too shall pass” … “in the blink of an eye.” 

In a few short months, we will move back into open, light, spacious, welcoming Narthex and 

resume worship in an updated Sanctuary that offers more flexibility and improved function. If 

you want a sneak peek, come down during a week day and a staff member will be happy to 

get you a hard hat and show you around. 

Financially, you will hear today that the project is “within budget.” However, costs levied on us 

by the City for water delivery and additional fire safety measures, combined with a couple of 

challenging issues in the demolition phase, have stretched the project thin. If any of you wish 

to give any amount to enhance the project, it is needed and would be most beneficial! Any 

member of the building committee, Chuck Sparks (csparks@wpcdenver.org), or I would be 

happy to discuss specifics. 

Wellshire Presbyterian Church is a true community of hope.  

Let us give thanks to God for the good work, and to God be the glory! 

IN CHRIST,  THROUGH CHRIST,  AND WITH CHRIST,  

Rev. Dr. John H. Bell, Jr., Pastor 
Wellshire Presbyterian Church 
Denver, Colorado 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
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I’m privileged to share a few brief words regarding the Session’s activities for the fiscal year 

concluded on June 30, 2018. The Rev. Dr. John Bell continues to lead the Session as an 

effective moderator, engaging us in the work of strengthening and nurturing Wellshire’s faith 

and life, and the Rev. Katie Robb Davis and the Rev. Kira Anderson bring excellent leadership 

to the Session. Foremost in Session’s decision process is keeping in mind the WPC mission “to 

seek, embrace, and nurture disciples within a community of hope that plays together, sings of 

God’s glory, and celebrates Jesus Christ through service.”  

Narthex and Sanctuary renovation planning finally culminated during this fiscal year and the 

demolition and construction work got underway. Session committees and WPC staff are 

working closely with our contractor partners to make this project successful. Session receives 

updates regularly and guides these committees as necessary. Session also sought and received 

congregational and Presbytery approval to sell the house on Harrison Street that we owned, as 

well as for a construction loan to enable us to pay the contractors while continuing to receive 

pledged capital campaign gifts.  

The disruption brought by the renovation activities, most especially to Sunday worship, has 

been an ongoing challenge for Session, Staff, and Session committees. We are thankful for the 

congregation’s faithfulness and understanding as we squeezed into the Ammons Chapel, and 

accommodated the construction in other ways. In a few more months, with God’s help, the 

project will be complete and we can look forward to many years of worship and fellowship in 

the renewed space. I believe that this whole project will extend the legacy Wellshire’s founders 

have left us by preparing our building for the future.  

Early in the fiscal year the Session accepted Dr. Michael Pohlenz’s announcement of his 

retirement at year-end as our Director of Music. A search committee has been working 

diligently since February of this year to select the best possible replacement. While we were 

sorry to see Dr. Pohlenz leave, we look forward to stepping forward in faith as God leads this 

committee in their work. 

One of my duties as Clerk of Session is to prepare a statistical report for the P.C. (U.S.A.) 

General Assembly (GA) each year. Here is a summary of the most recent report as of December 

2017. Our official number of active members stood at 1,214 as of year-end. Through the normal 

process of new members joining, along with deaths and members leaving, we gained 36 new 

members and lost 24. There were 18 baptisms at WPC in 2017. Our Christian Education 

programs continue to thrive with nearly 60 pre-school aged children and nearly 80 in grades K-

6. Over 250 adults participated either as volunteers for the children and youth education, 

and/or as participants in adult education.  

 

THE CLERK OF SESSION 
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I wish to express my personal gratitude to the Ruling Elders 

whose last year on Session ended was 2017: Martha 

Cearley, Sara Collyar, Brian Duggan, and Craig Peterson 

each served with “energy, intelligence, imagination, and 

love,” and we have been blessed to be Session members 

with them.  

FAITHFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Paul Day-Lucore 
Clerk of Session 
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The Purpose of Global Service Ministries: 

We will encourage development of relationships between Wellshire Presbyterian Church, our 

partners, and our PCUSA mission co-workers and develop knowledge of the global mission of 

the church.  We will encourage and support mission outreach beyond our presbytery's borders 

through prayer, education, storytelling, service opportunities, fundraising and/or direct funding.  

We pray to be God's hands, to show God's love. (revised August 2015) 

Global Mission Partners: 

Haiti Partners helps Haitians change Haiti through education. In February 2018, their national 

board meeting was held at Wellshire. John Simonton and Margaret Bell both serve on this 

board. They were also a recipient of a $15,000 grant from the Capital Campaign to go toward 

expansion of the Children’s Academy school (ADECA). 

Building Bridges equips young people with the communication and leadership skills necessary 

to address the root causes of hatred, discrimination, and violence with a vision of a more just 

and inclusive world. Mary Burbridge serves as liaison.  

Lomagundi Health Mission Partnership supports the medical clinic at Lomagundi Presbyterian 

Church in Chinhoyi, Zimbabwe. Marci Mendenhall serves as liaison. A $65,000 grant from the 

Capital Campaign was approved for construction of a new maternity ward, but is on hold due 

to obstacles related to government approvals and church discernment.   

Zimbabwe Mission Partnership supports the Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care Center. George 

Scheurnstuhl serves as liaison. Wellshire contributions make up almost 15% of the budget, 

mostly with proceeds from the Elephant Rock Bicycle Festival. The ZMP received a $35,000 

grant for construction of a new health clinic scheduled for completion in December 2018. 

PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers: 

Russia — Wellshire has a long term relationship with Golgotha Baptist Church in Moscow, 

which is in a season of discernment. We continue to support Ellen and Al Smith as mission co-

workers. Amy & John Ruby are liaisons. 

Zambia — Well-trained pastors who can faithfully proclaim the Scriptures are a growing need in 

Southern Africa. We support PC(USA) mission coworkers, Dustin and Sherri Ellington, who work 

with students at Justo Mwale Seminary and PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteers. Ron Hileman is 

liaison. 

Phillippines — In 2016, we began financial support of PC(USA) Mission Coworkers Rev. Cathy 

Chang and Juan Lopez, who are working to address human trafficking in southeast Asia, based 

in the Philippines. Cathy & Juan visited Wellshire in August 2018. Martha Turner is liaison. 

ANNUAL REPORT             GLOBAL SERVICE MINISTRIES 
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Additional Activities: 

Wellshire Microfinance —  By the end of July 2017, the Wellshire Microfinance members had 

invested in 1,598 loans worth $41,975 (since 2013) through www.Kiva.org.  Through this 

program, people all over the world are able to start or improve businesses and provide for 

their families.  Funds include contributions from individuals, and revolving loan paybacks that 

are reinvested on a regular basis. Katy Fink-Johnson is chairperson. 

www.wellshirekiva.blogspot.com 

The Fair Shake Shoppe sells food and goods produced by poor people and charitable 

institutions. In 2018, profits of $1400 were designated for travel expenses hosting Cathy Chang 

and Juan Lopez. Located in the cabinets near the reception desk. Martha Turner is coordinator. 

Alternative Christmas Market provides an opportunity to learn about and support Wellshire 

mission partners through Christmas gift purchases and donations for loved ones. In November 

2017 over $7,300 went directly to the participating organizations. Martha Turner is coordinator. 

Overall Giving: 

In 2017-2018 budget year, Global Mission distributed over $24,000 from the operating budget 

to global partners, including $6,875 to Presbytery of Denver and General Assembly mission 

work. In addition, almost $3,000 was distributed from your generous special offering receipts. 

Thank you for your contributions to special activities, fundraisers, and the general operating 

budget of the church which support these organizations doing the great work of caring for 

God’s children around the world. 

Members: 

Mary Burbridge, Rev. Katie Robb Davis, Ron Hileman, Julia Kalan, Dora Lodwick, John and Amy 

Ruby, George Scheuernstuhl, John Simonton, Martha Turner.  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

The Rev. Katie Robb Davis 
Associate Pastor of Mission and Congregational Care 

“ 
Left to right: HCOC Secondary Students, HCOC Nurse Beauty, ZMP clinic foundation trench and foundation work. 

” 
God is a fountain of sending love. This is the deepest source  

of mission. It is impossible to penetrate deeper still; there is  

mission because God loves people.  

     — David Bosch, Professor of Missiology, South Africa 



 

2017-2018 Annual Report | Page 9 

ANNUAL REPORT             

Serving several, not just one! 

In keeping with Wellshire Local Ministries Mission Statement, our members served those in 

need and, in turn, deepened and expanded our spiritual growth. This past fiscal year we were 

most fortunate to receive monies totaling $27,735.00 from the Operating Budget, the 

Alternative Christmas Market, the Service Endowment, the Christmas Joy Offering, the 

Peacemaking Offering, and One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

To that end, we issued the following amounts to our Partner Agencies to provide requested 

services and supplies: 

  Baby Haven $1803.00 

  Metro Caring Food Bank $2571.00 

  Schmitt Elementary $2047.00 

  Urban Peak $1712.00 

 

We also contributed to the Presbytery and to the needs of our Support Agencies: 

  Presbytery $8000.00 

  Family Homestead $500.00 

  Habitat for Humanity (Carpenters’ Helpers) $2000.00 

  New Genesis $1000.00 

  Central Visitation $1131.00 

  Highlands Camp Scholarship Fund $1000.00  

  Hunger Task Force (for Hands Up For the Children) $2184.00 

  Youth Mission Trip $620.00 

 

We provided additional funds for: 

  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance $2034.00 

  Hurricane Harvey Relief  $1141.00 

 

 

LOCAL SERVICE MINISTRIES 
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The main goal again this year was to involve the congregation in one or more of the several 

reverse offerings and volunteer activities sponsored by Local Mission and the response was 

overwhelming! 

 

Metro Caring (Souper Bowl of Caring) – over 1000 lbs of non-perishable food items. 

Schmitt Elementary – 3 carloads of much needed school supplies. 

Family Homestead – 75 + Christmas gifts of clothing, toys and books under the Giving Tree 

for families in temporary housing. 

Habitat for Humanity – 10 members of the congregation participated in the build at 

Sheridan Square in September. 

Hurricane Harvey Relief – 30 people aged 3-90 participated in assembling 100 hygiene kits 

and 20 clean-up buckets for victims of Hurricane Harvey. 

 

Additionally, each week 6-8 volunteers gave much needed assistance to students and teachers 

alike at Schmitt Elementary; 3-4 volunteers served our fabulous dinner of meatball sandwiches, 

salad and fruit to the youth at Urban Peak the first Thursday of every month; 6-8 people 

prepared a tasty chili supper at Christmas time for the ladies at The Lighthouse at Baby Haven 

and gave each a warm scarf and 2 pairs of gloves; and finally, 7 hearty souls cleaned, patched 

and painted the TV/Community Room at the Mom’s House at Baby Haven in June. We also 

provided a handsome and sturdy cabinet in which to store DVDs and toys and built a bench to 

provide additional seating and storage.  

 

We continued to track our volunteer hours spent on Wellshire and non-Wellshire related 

activities for a grand total of 1200 hours. 

 

Looking toward 2018/2019: 

Local Mission will continue to motivate and involve this exceptional congregation in the many 

volunteer opportunities that exist within our partner and support agencies! 

If you are interested in joining or learning more about Local Service Ministries, please contact 

Dinah Gow by phone, 303.668.1991, or email, dgow1109@comcast.net. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Dinah Gow 
Moderator, Local Service Ministries 
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A s with all worship-associated activities this year, Music Ministries at Wellshire was a tale of 

2 half years: Before Sanctuary Renovation and During Sanctuary Renovation. From July – 

December 2017, choirs led music at both services, the 9:00 am service and the 11:00 am 

traditional service. The congregation experienced the wonderful music of the Sanctuary Choir 

under the direction of Dr. Michael Pohlenz and organist Jane Ripper during the traditional 

service. Highlights included special music for Jubilee Sunday, All Saints Day with the Durufle 

Requiem, and throughout Advent culminating with Christmas Eve. The 9:00 am service was 

enhanced with the vibrant music of Celebration Singers under the direction of Tegan Palmer 

and accompanist Susan Lewkow, and Confluence under the direction of Donna Wickham. We 

thanked Jane Ripper for her faithful and excellent organ playing when she retired in August 

after 25 years as our organist. Dr. Pohlenz retired following the Christmas services and was 

thanked for his outstanding musicianship during 14 years with Wellshire. 

 

The second half of the year brought renewed vigor, as the musicians worked creatively and 

flexibly to provide music in the Chapel, with its intimate, smaller choir space and piano instead 

of organ. We were thrilled to have Dr. David Farwig as Interim Music Director. No stranger to 

Wellshire, David led the choir in providing music at both the 9:00 am and 11:00 am services, 

which were identical in format. Tegan provided back-up conducting for rehearsals and Sunday 

mornings as needed. We were also blessed with the skill of Denise Lanning as keyboard 

accompanist, providing both piano and electric piano. In addition, an 8:00 am service was 

added, with Donna Wickham accompanying musicians and volunteers on keyboard in a more 

contemplative format. 

 

The Children’s Choir, under the direction of Ava Campbell, and the Celebration Ringers, under 

the direction of Sue Hahn, enhanced the worship music experience throughout the entire year 

for the congregation as they performed with the other choirs and on their own during a 

number of worship services. 

 

We thank Donna Wickham for leading the choir and small ensembles in providing music at the 

two services through June, July, and August.   

ANNUAL REPORT             MUSIC MINISTRIES 
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In February, a Director of Music Ministries selection committee was formed to assist Dr. Bell in 

the hiring of the position. They have been working diligently through a national search for a 

Director of Music Ministries who will lead us as we move into the newly-renovated sanctuary 

and experience the joy of singing to the glory of God with a fresh and renewed vitality.   

 

Come join us as we prepare for this exciting time! Watch for postings of the choirs, groups, and 

rehearsal times. Sing a joyful song!   

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Deby Brown, Martha Cearley, and Karen Yarberry 
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Sundays Mornings with Children & Families 

In the fall of 2017, Wellshire offered children’s education during both services: 

A multi-age class for children (Kindergarten – 5th grades) during 9:00 worship and 

A kindergarten – 2nd grade and a 3rd – 5th grade class during 11:00 worship. 

Beginning in January 2018, education was offered during the 9:00 hour only with a 

kindergarten – 2nd grade and a 3rd – 5th grade class. 

12 Wellshire members volunteered Sunday mornings in children’s faith formation. Toddlers, 

preschoolers, & elementary classes use Deep Blue curriculum. 

Children’s Choir, led by Ava Campbell, met Sundays at 10:00 and shared their music in worship 

a few Sundays during the year. 

We continue to offer childcare for children 6-weeks through preschool. Joee Singh moved from 

Childcare Provider to Coordinator in May 2018. She leads Pamela Moore and Erika Brooke, our 

childcare staff. We also thank the many faithful and dedicated Wellshire members and youth 

who volunteer in our childcare rooms. 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS co-directors Sara Collyar and Jaime Martinez, assisted by 43 volunteers, served 100 

children at Wellshire’s Maker Fun Factory in July 2017. About 60% of the families were visitors 

to Wellshire.  

3rd Grade Bibles 

13 3rd graders received their Bibles in 2017, a milestone in their faith development.  

Children’s Sabbath 

21 children participated in the Children’s Sabbath in October.  

Fellowship with Children & Family 

Club 45, Wellshire’s Tween Ministry, met on the second Sunday of each month. Up to ten 4th 

and 5th graders participated in the fellowship and fun. 

The Children & Family team held several faith and fellowship events including: Family 

ADVENTure, Living Nativity, Families with Young Children BBQ, Kids’ Summer Book Club, and 

Year End Club 45 and Youth Group Dinner. We also support family fellowship groups and 

parenting with Great Dates and a Parenting Safe workshop. 

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES 
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Thank you to Melissa Condon, Priscilla Cross, Julia Fenn, Matthew Kalan, Brian Kirsch, Pamela 

Moore, Laurie Pechie, Kristine Strain, and Jenn VanDeburg for their contributions to the 

Children & Family Ministry Team.  

Thank you to the Wellshire congregation for its commitment to the faith formation of our 

children and families. 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Kendal Mullins 
Director of Children and Family Ministries 



 

2017-2018 Annual Report | Page 16 

ANNUAL REPORT             

The Wellshire Church Board of Deacons enjoyed a very busy and rewarding year sharing God’s 

love with congregants, home-bound members, hospitalized friends, Sunday worshipers, and 

others in the nearby community. Through sad times and joyous moments, the Board of 

Deacons is healthy, committed, and grateful for the support of Wellshire’s pastoral staff, 

especially our advisor, Katie Robb-Davis. As we started our year together, the tag line,  

“We have what we need,” (to quote Star Wars, The Last Jedi) buoyed us as we encountered 

extra duties while Wellshire added a third worship service to accommodate the remodeling of 

the Sanctuary. 

The current Board of Deacons:   

Moderator: Kelly Viseur 

Secretary/Treasurer: Cyndy Krening 

Tom Bacon, Greg Biggs, Sue Cady, Brian Caldwell, Mark Christman, Melissa East,  

Ted Kempton, George Norris, Sarah Pascoe, Pat Patterson, Val Peters, Diane Rees,  

Dick Sawdey, Donna Smits, Ed Van Bramer, Maria Whetsel 

Treasury: The Deacons fund started the fiscal year with $1,056.25 (7/1/17) and ended with 

$2,635.83 (6/20/18). 

 

Deacons have eight ministry areas led by Deacons who arranged numerous volunteer efforts. 

Below are the yearly highlights. 

Greeters: Tom Bacon coordinated an excellent effort of signing up greeters for all three 

services. Using the website, Sign-Up Genius, positions were filled by current and past Deacons, 

as well as eager congregants. For the 8:00 am service, sometimes we relied on the fabulous 

ushers to greet worshipers if there was a Deacon vacancy. For the 9:00 am and 11:00 am 

service, two positions were filled with smiling faces. Over the last year, 200+ volunteers greeted 

Wellshire members and visitors. 

Parking Lot Hosts: Ed Van Bremer, with herculean effort, organized numerous parking lot hosts 

through Sign-up Genius.  After a few tweaks of the schedule, two volunteers were available 

before and after the 9:00 AM service, as well as two volunteers for the 11:00 AM service, both 

teams assisting for two hours.  The East parking lot on Colorado Blvd. was designated for 

handicapped parking only, including van drop off from the assisted living facilities.  This last 

year, Deacons offered a helping hand in the front parking lot over 200 shifts. 

 

DEACONS 
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Visitors’ Table: Each Sunday, a visitor can meet a Deacon face-to-face and receive a Wellshire 

coffee mug complete with a $5 Starbucks card as a sincere welcome. Tom Bacon sustains the 

program. Greeters are encouraged to send first time visitors to the table after each worship 

service and frequently the pastors mention it during announcements. 

Communion and Homebound Communion: Deacons were asked to serve communion at the 

11:00 service during construction. 10 deacons efficiently served on February 18th, 2018. In 

addition, Mark Christman coordinated homebound communion which was served by various 

Care Friends and willing deacons. 

Flower Delivery: Donna Smits organized the flower delivery to hospitalized patients, home 

bound friends, as well as those having joyous celebrations. There are four flower teams that 

rotate Sundays throughout the year. Flowers from the chapel were divided into two vases and 

hand delivered. Parents of newborns received a single rose. Over 150 lucky people received a 

vase reminding them of Wellshire’s support and God’s love. 

Meals Ministry: Susan Baak was our coordinator and through four teams of cooks, prepared 

and delivered meals to church members in need due to grief, illness, or birth of a new baby. 

Susan Baak went to live forever with our Savior on November 14, 2017. She passed away on 

the day of our November Deacon meeting and time was spent in remembrance of her. In 

addition, we handed out her 3 x 5 cards of supportive messages that she had personally written 

for each Deacon. Susan was a model Christian and devoted Deacon and is dearly missed. Val 

Peters kindly stepped up to coordinate meals. Approximately 15 meals were delivered during 

the year. 

Deacon Pancake Breakfast: Ted Kempton coordinated the fall Pancake Breakfast on 

November 12, 2017 with proceeds of $1,196. For the spring event on March 25, 2018, Ted 

Kempton and Greg Biggs rallied and coordinated a successful “Pancake Breakfast” (that did 

not include pancakes!) Cooking in the kitchen would have been disruptive to the worship 

services so a continental breakfast was served in the hallways and narthex of the church.  With a 

new name of “Hard Hat Special,” breakfast burritos, baked goods, and fruit were served in lieu 

of pancakes and thankfully our proceeds were identical to last year to support the youth group 

mission trip to Detroit with $1,436. 

Care Friends: Sue Cady organized the Care Friends. These are special visitors who spend time 

with folks in assisted living or home care. Care friends visit for about 45 minutes, bring a 

bulletin and news from the church, and offer prayers of support. Frequently, the Care Friend 

also serves communion on the designated days. Wellshire averages 24 visits per month for a 

total of 288 personal visits over the year.   

Mentors: A new program helped the new Deacons feel comfortable on the Deacon Board. 

Each was assigned a veteran Deacon and were encouraged to meet for coffee or lunch to have 

a confidant on the board.  



 

18 

2017-2018 Annual Report | Page 18 

Community Service:  Synergy, MetroCaring, New Genesis: Although taking care of Wellshire 

members is paramount, the Deacons enjoyed serving those outside our congregation using our 

personal funds.   

 1.  Ted Kempton organized two visits to serve dinner to Synergy on October 2, 2017 and 

May 1, 2018. Synergy is a court appointed in-house program for young men with 

addiction and legal issues.   

 2.  om Bacon encouraged members to work at MetroCaring on March 14, 2018 where 

Deacons completed a variety of jobs to help those hungry in metro Denver.   

 3. On June 12, 2018, a feast was served at New Genesis, a single men’s homeless  

shelter downtown Denver housed in Central Presbyterian Church, with the leadership  

of Pat Patterson. Approximately 100 men received a healthy, cheerful meal from 

Wellshire Deacons.   

“We have what we need,” bolstered the Board of Deacons.  With so many opportunities to 

serve Wellshire Church and the surrounding community, many Deacons found themselves 

wearing numerous hats on any given Sunday.  From parking lot hosts, to serving communion, to 

working at the visitors table, we learned in deed, “We have what we need.”   

God Bless the Deacons of Wellshire Presbyterian Church. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Kelly Viseur 
Moderator, Deacons 
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

The Rev. Kira Anderson 
Associate Pastor of Christian Formation 

ANNUAL REPORT             

The Youth Program at Wellshire had a full year. Supported by amazing youth sponsors and 

passionate parents, the Rev. Kira Anderson’s fourth year was a busy and exciting one yet again. 

Our weekly programming continued to offer a time set aside for the middle school youth and 

high school youth to meet separately. The meetings were connected by the parents providing 

dinner for all the youth to come together around the table each week between programs. The 

year included Sunday night youth group, games, raising funds for our Detroit Mission Trip, 

Evening Song intergenerational Worship, and Youth Sunday. Youth Sunday was again paired 

with a successful canned food drive, Souper Bowl of Caring. In the fall of 2017, we had our 

annual middle school overnight retreat where the middle school youth came together for a 

night of games and spiritual renewal. We will continue to offer this annual event for our middle 

schoolers. In May, the Youth and Club 45 families joined for a fun end of the year dinner and 

games.  We welcomed the then-graduating 5th graders into the Youth Group and celebrated 

our graduating seniors.   

We had an amazing and passionate group of high school youth who traveled, along with three 

adult leaders, to Detroit, MI to serve with the nonprofit, Motown Mission, from June 10-16, 

2018. Our Wellshire youth helped with various special and important projects in the community 

such as urban farming, clearing abandoned fields for new affordable housing, feeding the 

homeless, and many other service projects. In addition to the service projects, each morning 

began with a devotional and each night we worshiped together. All this was made possible 

through fundraising and the support of Wellshire members. It was a transformative week. 

We had a great group for Confirmation this year! Confirmation is 

now being offering every other year for ninth and tenth graders. 12 

ninth and tenth graders went through the confirmation program 

and 11 confirmed and join the church on May 13th. They were each 

paired with a mentor (an adult member from Wellshire) to help 

them learn about the church and explore their faith. From October 

to April, they met once a month during Sunday School with lessons 

taught by the Rev. Kira Anderson. They had guest speakers 

including a panel discussion with the Wellshire clergy. Each student 

had to complete multiple requirements to be confirmed. Examples 

of the requirements include: ten service hours completed through 

Wellshire’s existing mission programs, attending churches outside 

the PC(USA) and writing up their experiences, writing and 

presenting their own Statement of Faith to the Wellshire Session, 

and much more. The confirmands, with help from their families and 

mentors, worked hard. It was a fruitful and active program. 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

The Rev. Kira Anderson 
Associate Pastor of Christian Formation 

The Rev. Kira Anderson along with young adult leaders continued to strengthen the dynamic 

young adult ministry at Wellshire. We had another eventful and successful year. Many programs 

continued from last year, such as Discussion & Drinks. We still try to meet on the first Tuesday 

of each month for fun, safe, and real conversations on faith and life over food and drink. 

Attendance varies greatly each month, ranging from 5-10 young adults. We also had a Young 

Adult Sunday School that met Sunday mornings in the fall of 2017. 

Young Adult groups, in addition to monthly programs, met for fun events including a 

Halloween Party, Christmas Party, movie night, and game nights.  

Our Fourth annual GALentine’s Day Brunch in February continued to be an amazing event for 

our young adult ladies, and our attendance was strong with over 25 ladies. GALentine’s Day is 

a brunch at Wellshire where women come together celebrating being women created and 

loved by God.  

Young Adult ministry is always changing as participants move or age up. Rev. Anderson is 

looking to start some new Young Adult groups this coming year to meet the needs of the ever 

changing ministry. 

ANNUAL REPORT             YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES 
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

The Rev. Kira Anderson 
Associate Pastor of Christian Formation 

ANNUAL REPORT             

Adult Education at Wellshire continues attract a range of participants. Wellshire has many small 

groups that meet during the year, and this is only a glance at the many wonderful Adult 

Education offerings. We partnered with Children and Families to offer a Christian Education 

Option house on Jubilee Sunday. It was a successful event highlighted educational 

opportunities at Wellshire. It also allowed people to get to know the teachers. Our Sunday 

morning classes include different types of adult educational opportunities. Comfort My People: 

A Study and Discussion on Mental Illness was a very well attended class we offered in the fall. 

We continued to offer Clif’ Notes, which provides adults with in-depth studies on books of the 

Bible. LOVE DOES: Discover a Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World, The Great Ends of 

the Church series (led by guest teacher Rev. Bill Calhoun), and Feasting on the Word were 

some of our new classes offered Sunday Mornings.   

Sixth Day continued to be a fun and lively time of fellowship for our sage seniors. Last year Sixth 

Day changed from meeting on the second Friday of each month to the second Thursday of 

each month. The April program fell on Maundy Thursday this past year. Thinking many of our 

sage seniors do not feel comfortable driving at night and therefore would miss the worship that 

night, the pastors lead a Maundy Thursday Service designed specifically for our seniors. It was a 

highlight for the pastors and requested to become an annual tradition for Sixth Day by the 

attendees. Attendance averages between 15 and 30 of our wise and spirited seniors and is 

enhanced by the wonderful meal prepared by Beth Hamstra and the members of the 

Community Life Committee.  

 

ADULT EDUCATION 
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ANNUAL REPORT             
The Wellshire Care Center continues to provide regular contact through phone calls, cards, and 

worship CDs with those in our congregation who may have experienced significant life events 

throughout the year.  

The Wellshire Care Center: 

 Provided more than 750 hours of care to members at Wellshire 

 Mailed more than 450 cards with handwritten notes to various members of the 

 congregation during significant moments of their lives 

 Mailed more than 1,125 bulletins and 1,050 worship CDs to our homebound members 

The Pastoral Staff has provided many hours of visitation and counsel throughout the year. We 

have spent time in hospitals, hospices, and rehabilitation centers visiting the dying and the ill.  

We also performed 14 baptisms for both children and adults, with each infant and young child 

receiving a baptismal quilt crafted by the Wellshire Sewing Fellowship 

We performed 15 memorial services, as well as provided care for the grieving. 

The Wellshire Knitters knitted, blessed, and gave 13 prayer shawls to those who might benefit 

from a warm hug to wrap themselves in. 

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Beth Hamstra 
Director of Congregational Life 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
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FAITHFULLY SUBMITTED,  
 
Chuck Sparks 
Director of Operations 

ANNUAL REPORT             

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share.           

        — 1 Timothy 6:17-18 

We are so grateful for the congregation’s faithful stewardship. Many at Wellshire know that 

giving is not the luxury of the wealthy; rather, it is the privilege of every person, which allows 

them to participate in community and to live in response to God’s generosity. 

We were blessed to receive 293 pledges for 2018 totaling $1,270,000. Of that, 150 pledged 

what they gave in 2017, 26 decreased their pledge, 88 increased their pledge, and we received 

29 new pledges. Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity. 

A huge thanks to our workgroup which consists of Martha Cearley, Glen MacCallum, Chuck 

Sparks, and Bob Stubbs. 

THE GENEROSITY WORKGROUP 
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Josephine Parr Pyle July 10, 2017 

Evelyn Marie Henninger August 6, 2017 

Frances Ruth Skiba Anderson September 21, 2017 

Dorothy Hanks October 14, 2017 

Susan Baak November 14, 2017 

Mary Emlyn Woodard November 23, 2017 

Glenn Lochten Kelly November 21, 2017 

Frank C. Prager December 15, 2017 

Billy P. Robinson January 4, 2018 

Shirley Jean Gallagher February 3, 2018 

Norma M. Walther March 15, 2018 

Lyle L. Blessman March 25, 2018 

Valerie Jane Liechty April 2, 1928 

Jacqueline A. Larson April 8, 1930 

Clarence Brown Ammons May 11, 2018 

Catherine Clark Decker May 16, 2018 

Carrie Rene Seiferth May 19, 2018 

Charles Paul Carlson June 13, 2018 

Jeane E. Claire-Quinty July 13, 2018 

ANNUAL REPORT             NECROLOGY REPORT 
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ANNUAL REPORT             
The Hunger Task Force (HTF) delivered “Brighter Days”, and food, to a wide variety of people 

living in metro Denver. Our most visible project, the Christmas Basket program, delighted 120 

families and over 600 people with food deliveries in early December. But that’s not all we did. 

Throughout the year, we purchased food and funded hunger-related programs for a diverse set of 

agencies in Denver. We’re able to do this through your generosity – and we are so thankful to the 

Wellshire congregation. The funds contributed to the “Brighter Days” envelopes (found in the 

pews) enable this valuable, and much needed, ministry. In total, the HTF provided $12,009 worth 

of food to help the hungry in our community.   

Who does the Hunger Task Force Help? The Hunger Task Force supports four distinct 

organizations in Denver. This year, we renewed our relationship with Senior Support, in addition to 

the three agencies we’ve supported for many years. These agencies serve different populations, 

but are aligned in the fight against hunger. The agencies are: 

New Genesis – the only Denver area homeless program for working people. Each year, New  

 Genesis helps 600 people get off the streets and back to a fully productive lifestyle. Last  

 year, the HTF continued support of their mission by providing $2,200 for the purchase of  

 food, in addition to serving meals to the men who live there. 

Gathering Place – Denver’s only daytime drop-in center for women and children experiencing  

 homelessness and poverty, the Gathering Place serves over 60,000 meals annually. Each  

 week, the HTF purchases food from Food Bank of the Rockies and delivers it to the  

 Gathering Place, funding over $800 worth of “brighter days” last year. 

Schmitt Elementary – This local elementary school, with the help of the “Hands Up for  

 Children” organization, offers a backpack program that enables children to bring healthy  

 food home on the weekends to meet their nutritional needs. Since last July, the HTF  

 provided $1,800 to support the organization’s efforts to provide nutritional food, on  

 weekends, to those children who need it most. 

Senior Support – Denver’s only day center for hungry and homeless seniors. Senior Support  

 provides meals, food and many needed services for hungry Seniors. The HTF provided  

 $1,000 in support of food purchases. But with the help of the congregation, we also made  

 and delivered hundreds of sandwiches in our “Great Sandwich Making Events” in February,  

 March and April. 

What about the Christmas Basket Program? Every year around Christmas, the Wellshire 

congregation joins together to purchase, organize, shop, and deliver food throughout the Denver 

Metro area. Hundreds of boxes make their way to families in need of some assistance. On 

December 9, 2017, we stocked the shelves of Wellshire’s “store” with over 10,000 pounds of 

boxed & canned goods and produce. Wellshire members then went shopping for 119 families (a 

total of 614 people), before delivering Christmas boxes to these appreciative families. Thank you 

for helping us make so many Christmases a little brighter.  
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Andy Zurcher 
Hunger Task Force 

THE HUNGER TASK FORCE 
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The Kendall Memorial Library Committee has continued to maintain and update the collection 

while making the congregation aware of available materials through book displays, notices, the 

Weekly e-News, and librarian presentations. 

New books have been purchased, catalogued, and prepared for circulation.  New books are 

frequently displayed on the book cart and nearby display areas.  Efforts are made to remove 

books no longer needed.   The data base for the computerized catalog is updated as books are 

added or removed.  A collection of hymnbooks was moved to the music collection of Montview 

Presbyterian church, available to both churches. 

The Bible Buddies Summer Reading Program continues for young people, 3 years-old through 

8th grade.  Each participant submits a log of five Wellshire Library books read and gives a brief 

response to two of the books.  Participants who complete the requirements receive rewards 

and their families are included in a drawing for a family prize.  

The Summer Kids Book Club for 4th grade and up met for lively discussions twice during the 

summer of 2018.  Books read and discussed were “Just Like Jackie” by Lindsey Stoddard and 

“The Lifters” by Dave Eggers.  The library provided a copy of each book for each participant.  

Kendal Mullins organized the group and led the discussions. 

The committee continues to sponsor an adult Book Club where participants review and discuss 

selected books.  

A Used Book Sale in February provided funds for library needs and reading material for 

participants.  Used books continue to be collected and sales are conducted when the supply of 

used books warrants a sale.  Generous congregational support through book donations and 

sale purchases are appreciated.   

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Carol Britt 
Library Committee 
 

ANNUAL REPORT             
THE KENDALL MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
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The mission of Community Life is to develop and help implement activities throughout the year 

where people can experience the love of Christ as well as relationships with others. Recreation 

Ministry is included under the umbrella of Community Life; its purpose is to build community 

through play. 

Activities Community Life is responsible for include: Elephant Rock Ride (Recreation Ministry), 

Ice Cream Social, Watermelon, Race 4 Research (Recreation Ministry), Living Nativity and 

Blessing of the Animals.  

In addition, Community Life has assisted with planning and cooking for all 6th Day luncheons.   

Special thanks to Pioneers Fellowship Group for decorating the Sanctuary and Chapel for 

Christmas and to the Quinty family for decorating the chrismon tree. 

Members of the committee are Margaret Ellsworth, Jean Simonton, Carol Strickland, Sondra 

Plachy, and Beth Hamstra (staff). 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Beth Hamstra 
Director of Congregational Life 

 

ANNUAL REPORT             COMMUNITY LIFE 
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ANNUAL REPORT             Construction 
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A Session-approved distribution of $28,594 was made from the Endowment Funds to 

committees and the operating budget. These proceeds from the Endowment Funds (5% of the 

average market value of the funds averaged over the prior 12 quarters) are gifts that provide a 

reliable income stream to Wellshire. These distributions were made as follows: 

Session $21,240 

for various ministries 

Memorial Garden $2,853 

Mission $5,865 

Scholarships $1,585 

Worship $158 

Total $31,701 

The Endowment Fund ended the year with a balance of $805,488. 

Wellshire’s Endowment Fund is a collection of funds that are maintained and invested for the 

benefit of the church. Through the Endowment Fund, we honor Christ by providing sustainable 

financial resources and providing an opportunity to enrich our own individual faith by helping 

to strengthen and support Wellshire’s ministries well beyond our physical lifetime. 

The Wellshire Endowment is managed by the Endowment Management Workgroup and the 

Finance Committee. The Endowment Management workgroup members are John Hughes, 

John Winslow, and Michael Pasquariello. Please contact any of them with questions. 

MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS WELLSHIRE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,  

Chuck Sparks 

Director of Operations 

ANNUAL REPORT             ENDOWMENT 
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Wellshire Presbyterian Church was kindly and generously remembered by many who gave 

memorial gifts to honor and remember their family members and friends. Over $20,000 was 

given in support of music, youth, and mission, and the general work of Wellshire. Thank you  

to all of you and your friends for their generosity. Memorial Gifts were received in memory of  

the following: 

 

Jo Pyle 

Evelyn Henninger 

Susan Baak 

Frank C. Prager 

Val G. Liechty 

Lyle L. Blessman 

Clearence Ammons 

Charles P. Carlson, Jr. 

Catherine Decker 

Shirley Gallagher 

 

MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS WELLSHIRE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,  

Chuck Sparks 

Director of Operations 

ANNUAL REPORT             MEMORIAL GIFTS 
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                 One Wellshire Capital Improvements Campaign   

Status as of June 30, 2018   

        

    Session  Actual Receipts  Remaining 

    Budgeted  & Expends.  Amounts to 

    Amounts  to 6/30/18  Receive/Spend 

Receipts:            

Pledges    2,589,000  1,846,093  742,907 

Pledge overpayments and non-pledge gifts   51,000  68,873  (17,873) 

Houses sales proceeds:            

   2884 S. Harrison St. - received in prior years   287,000  287,474  (474) 

   2900 S. Harrison St. - net proceeds estimate   378,000  0  378,000 

Existing designated gift    20,000  20,500  (500) 

General Fund contribution    63,000  25,000  38,000 

   Grand Totals    3,388,000  2,247,940  1,140,060 

            

Expenditures:            

Renovations    2,858,000  596,357  2,261,643 

Soft costs (mostly interest expense)    40,000  (2,372)  42,372 

Mission Capital Projects    150,000  41,455  108,545 

Retirement of existing debt, net pay down   340,000  635,350  (295,350) 

   Total    3,388,000  1,270,790  2,117,210 

          

  Cash balances   977,150  (977,150) 

        

        

Capital pledge status as of June 30, 2018:       

   Pledges made         2,691,235   

   Allowance for possible uncollected amounts   (102,235)   

          2,589,000   

   Amounts paid to date         (1,846,093)   

   Remaining amounts expected to be collected   742,907   

              
 

FAITHFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Chuck Sparks, Director of Operations 

ANNUAL REPORT             CAPITAL CAMPAIGN STATUS 
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FAITHFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Chuck Sparks, Director of Operations 

ANNUAL REPORT             BALANCE SHEET 
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FAITHFULLY SUBMITTED,  

Chuck Sparks, Director of Operations 

ANNUAL REPORT             FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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