
 www. WestminsterSiouxCity.org             1 
 

                                                            
                                                                                    

                             

 

 

                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

Cookie Walk  Thanks to everyone who participated in 

helping with this year’s Cookie Walk.  It was a huge success.  We 

made $1114.50.  That is $100.00 more than last year.  We had a lot 

more candy this year and that was great.  People comment on how nice our Cookie walk is.  It is my 

hope that we can continue to serve the community for many more years to come. 

Don’t forget that we hope to have a “Sweet Eats”   cook book to sale next year.  So gets those 

recipes in. 

Thanks so much for being a part of this fundraiser for the church.                Cindy Backer                                                 

Living Nativity                         

We had a great night and 455 people visited Bethlehem this year  and $690 in 
donations were raised for the Warming Shelter !!  12 years in and this project gets 

prettier every year.  Thanks to everyone who helped.  Next year’s date – Dec. 16th ! 
  

      

Westminster Witness 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion –January 14– 10:30 am   
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Pastor’s Christmas vacation 

Pastor Erica will be on vacation from December 25 through January 3.  During 

that time, Pastor Tom Murray from First Presbyterian Church will be on call for 

emergency pastoral care needs that arise.  If you need him, his number is 712-

266-3573.   If you have other needs, please contact Elder of the Month – Mary 

Forbes (276-0686) or Clerk of Session – Liz Barrett (898-7508). 

 

Rev’s  Reflections …  

2017 has been one heck of a year at Westminster.  The biggest change for 

us as a congregation, of course, has been the hiring of a new minister.  As 

you know, this is not an event we mark on the calendar, but an ongoing 

process of feeling our way forward without a map, collaborating with people 

we’re still getting to know, testing new ideas and methods, and letting go of 

some of what came before.  Those who have been married a long time know 

that it takes time to settle in, but as long as we talk to (not about) each other, as long as we spend 

quality time together, as long as we love and forgive each other, our fellowship will remain strong. 

This year, we’ve seen friends move in, move away, and move across town.  We’ve wept with those 

coping with health issues and grieving lost loved ones, and we’ve celebrated with those welcoming 

new babies and in-laws.  In my eight months at Westminster, I have seen many people, including 

children, cheerfully pitch in and help when they’re asked, give generously when funds for mission and 

ministry are needed, and make a point to keep up with what’s happening in each other’s lives.  We’ve 

also linked arms with members of Faith United to minister in ways neither church could do as well by 

itself – Vacation Bible School, Blessing of the Animals, Living Nativity, Service of the Longest Night – 

as well as joining them in fellowship and worship at Latham Park.   

Just as a human being is more than an arrangement of digits, limbs, and organs, the church is more 

than the sum of its parts.  You all are faithful witnesses to that.  I love being your pastor. 

Going into the new year, I have no resolution for the Body of Christ at Westminster, except this.  Let 

us, all of us, keep growing in our love of Jesus Christ and our love for our fellow human beings.  Love, 

in this sense, is not a sentiment, but a decision about how to live, give, and forgive.  Let’s outdo 

ourselves this year, and as the song goes, “they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and Peace of Christ to all of you!  ~ Pastor Erica 
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Spotlight on Ministry … More Notes from the Pastor  

                                       Service of the Longest Night:   

A ministry for those who grieve at Christmas 

               Thursday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. 

 

          Join other midwinter mourners in a service of music and prayer as we explore the dark side of 

the Christmas story.  Discover a Savior born into the darkness of poverty and tyranny, whose ministry 

led him to the darkness of death and the tomb, and whose resurrection promises that God’s light 

shines in the darkness and darkness did not – and will never – overcome it.  Pastoral care and prayer 

will be available by request after the service. 

Westminster’s New Year’s Resolutions: 

1. Lose five pounds.  Regain.  Repeat. 

2. Limit playing web Sudoku to three hours per day 

3. Use the front door to enter the church building! 

Friends, in an effort to improve the security of our building and the safety of our 

members, staff, and guests, we ask that you use the front entrance for church-

wide events and worship services.  The back door will remain locked, including 

Sunday mornings.  If you prefer to enter through the back door Monday – 

Saturday and you don’t have a key, please ring the back door bell.  Contact 

Pastor Erica, Jerry Forbes, or Larry Horky with questions and comments about this new arrangement. 

Upcoming congregational meetings 

After worship on January 7, 2018, there will be a congregational meeting to elect 

Elders and Deacons for the upcoming year.  The Nominating committee has 

some names to bring to the meeting, and as always nominations from the floor 

will be accepted as well. All active congregational members of Westminster are 

entitled to vote. 

After worship on January 28, 2018, the annual congregational meeting will be held to approve the 

2018 budget and terms of call for Pastor Erica.  All active congregational members of Westminster 

are entitled to vote. 

Christmas Joy Offering 

The 2017 Christmas Joy Offering will be received on December 24.  Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) has collected this offering since the 1930s to help retired clergy and 

their families with affordable housing and long-term care, provide emergency financial 

assistance for clergy in dire circumstances, and to help students in Presbyterian-

affiliated schools pay tuition and develop ministry skills the church needs in the 21st 

century.  This truly is an investment of gratitude for our retired and active clergy and 

an investment of hope for our up-and-coming clergy.  God bless you! 
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Worship during Christmas  

The “after” Christmas sales may be in full force on December 26, but for Christians, 

Christmas Day is only the beginning!  Get a jump on the season with a service of 

carols at 7:00 p.m., December 24.  Then, at 10:30 a.m. on December 31, celebrate 

the real Christmas season with more carols and guest preacher Rev. Duane Queen 

leading worship.  Then, because Emmanuel is with us all year, we will extend the Christmas season 

by singing even more carols at 10:30 a.m. on January 7. 

What’s on your mind? 

It’s time again for Church Chat!  After worship on January 14, grab a bite downstairs, 

then come back up to the sanctuary to discuss whatever is on your mind with Pastor 

Erica and fellow “Westministers.”  We’ll debrief on Advent and Christmas and 

discuss plans and expectations for Lent and Easter, as well as any other topics 

you’d like to bring up.  This is your time to share with Erica and each other, so bring 

your ideas, questions, curiosity, (and coffee!) 

 

Presbyterian Practices:  A new column on how we “do” church 

We call them “committees,” a word that may conjure images of mind-numbing 

meetings, vague decision-making, and maybe, at best, coffee cake.  But, at 

Westminster (thanks be to God!), they are much, much better than this.   

We should think of church “committees” as ministries of commitment to the work of Jesus Christ in 

and by the church.  These ministries manage our financial offerings; maintain and improve the church 

property; promote Reformed Christian worship; teach Christian disciples of all ages; supervise 

Westminster employees; provide care and compassion to people in need; advertise the ministries of 

Westminster through marketing, social media, and outreach; hold social gatherings for men, women, 

and couples; and strive to comfort and heal a broken and wounded world.    

These ministries are guided by the standing committees of Building and Grounds/Stewardship and 

Finance; Christian Education; Deacons; and Worship.  Elders and deacons elected by the 

congregation chair these committees and report directly to Session. 

Most of the work happens outside of meetings.  Those who serve Christ through these ministries 

draw energy and inspiration from God’s claim upon their lives and they depend upon the support and 

encouragement of other servants of Christ.  Please keep all of the volunteers who minister in His 

name in your prayers throughout the year.  And, now and then, be sure to thank them. 

With Sympathy … Westminster extends its sympathy to Marilynn DeStigter and her 

family on the recent death of Marilynn’s sister Dorothy.  Dorothy, a member of 

Westminster during her youth, passed away earlier this month.   Marilynn, please know 

the thoughts and prayers of Westminster are with you and your family at this time.   
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Your offerings at work 

Beginning December 31, 2017 and on every fifth Sunday 

thereafter, the entire loose and designated offering taken during 

worship will go to the Building and Grounds budget.  Our 

beautiful space is aging and addressing maintenance issues in a 

systematic, planned way will save us a lot of headache, 

heartache, and money down the road.  Of course, this requires a 

predictable supply of funds.  Please mark your calendars for these special Buildings and Grounds 

offerings:   

12/31/2017 4/29/2017 7/29/2017 9/30/2017 12/30/2017 

During 2018 and unless otherwise noted, loose plate offerings received during worship will first be 

allocated to pay Westminster’s per capita obligation, then will go into the General Fund to be used 

where needed most.  Questions?  Ask an elder on the Stewardship/Finance/B&G committees or 

Pastor Erica. 

Building and Grounds 

Be sure to take a look at the “new and improved” northeast side of the building.  The sidewalk has 

been torn out and the land has been regraded and sodded to avoid flooding problems like we 

experienced over the summer. 

We are still saving for two new furnaces which we’ve priced out at about $12,000.  Any “above and 

beyond” assistance in reaching this goal will help tremendously.  Please use one of the Building and 

Grounds Fund envelopes or write “B&G Fund” in the notes field on your check.  The committee 

thanks you!  

 Sunday School Christmas Project ….     

Thanks to everyone who stepped up and so generously supported the 
Sunday School Christmas Mission Project.   Our thanks also to a 
generous donor who covered our shipping costs.  
 
      Several dozen presents, 150 handmade cards and a few other 
goodies  were sent off to 2 churches in Texas – one in Rockport and 
another in Port Aransas – where families are still slowly recovering 
from the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey.   
      It is our sincere hope that these gifts bring a little sunshine and joy 
into the Christmases of these children.   Thanks again, Westminster 
…. The kids learn by watching your generous sprits.   Have a very 
Merry Christmas ! 
                         The Westminster CE Committee 
                    Judy Skoglund, Mary Murad, Pam Stephan 
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Without A Doubt –  
     A Blessing Came Down –  
during our Children’s Program on the 10th.    
Here are a couple  photos.   Great job, kids !! 
 

 
Worship Committee Notes…  

 We will have communion on Dec. 24 during the 10:30 am morning service and 
our Christmas Eve Candlelight service will be held at 7 pm that evening.    

 Duane Queen will be filling the pulpit on Dec. 31.   

 Thanks for all the wonderful beautiful poinsettias.   

 Worship Committee is inviting everyone who would like to help us un decorate 
the sanctuary Jan. 7th … a light lunch will be served to those who help after we 
are done. 

 An Usher Sign-up Sheet for 2018 is now on the bulletin board.  Sign up today. 
 

   Financial Balances as of 12-17 - 17 

 

Checking..............$ 4,345.59   
No Savings Report this month … 

                         Cindy Backer, Stewardship & Finance Committee 

 

 

Address … Bob Ubben emailed and asked if I could include Jan in remember in your 

prayers as she adapts to life in the Care Center.  Several people had asked for their 

mailing address so they could send Holiday Greetings, etc. to the family so I got it.  

Bob’s address is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. 

Bob – please know that the prayers of your Westminster friends are with you, Jan and the kids during 

this time of transition.  We hope you can feel the love and support heading your way.  You may not 

live here anymore, but you will always be part of the Westminster family. 
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Deacon Doings …  

 Balance on hand as of 12/3/17 - $393.81 

 Crop Walk report – Westminster was 7th in donations, 10th in the most walkers 

and Russ was 8th in the top pledge getters this year. 

 Deacons will be making a $100 donation to the Food Bank and $50 to the 

Crittenton Center 

 Remaining Back Pack dates with Faith United are Dec. 18, Feb. 26 and April30th – all at 6 pm 

at the Food Bank 

 A design for the church t-shirt was chosen and the Deacons will meet with Tim and Liz to set it 

up. 

 

Session Highlights –  

 Session approved that any changes to the church property or 

equipment by the proper committee and reported to Session. 

 Session approved to have a congregational meeting on January 7th 

for the purpose of installing of Jim Jackson and Susan Logsdon. 

 Session approved to have a congregational meeting on January 

28th for the purpose of receiving the 2018 budget. 

 Session approved to replace the back door lock with a lock that is able to be unlocked. 

 Session approved that the 5th Sunday loose offering money goes towards the Building and 

Grounds fund. 

 Session approved the 2018 budget. 

 Session approved communion on January 14th. 

 

 Secretary HoursChange for 2018 … As a cost saving measure, the 
Session & Personnel Committee have voted to reduce my time to just 6 hours 
per week.  This is a 1/3 reduction in hours, so I will be in the office only Monday 
and Tuesday mornings.   If you can’t reach me during that time, feel free to 
leave a message on Option 2 of the church phone system and I will return your 

call the next day I am in the office.  – Jean 
 

Remember in Your Prayers …      

Joyce Beals  Naomi Wansink        Janet Ubben  Lorna Peters 

 

From my in-box … A healthy church :   Cindy was looking for recipes !!! 

1 – 1000 people     Here’s one for you … 

½ c. kindness 

1 ¼ cups religious devotion                                     Blend all well, season generously with love. 

1 ½ cups honesty        Pour into a church and stir for a lifetime. 

2 cups of cooperation 

¾ cups understanding 

Large amounts of kindness 
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January  Birthdays and Anniversaries …    

 8    Rick Turner                         17    Abigail Walker 

8    Vicki Jessen                         17   Maggie Lasher 

8    Anthoney Ellis                      20    Lanae Minton 

12   Brent Paulsen                      20   Jan Loewen 

                                14   Emma Walters                     21   Naomi Wansink 

                                15    Adam Turner                       21   Nevaeh Milner 

                                15    Rosalyn Beck                      26   Jim & Judy Skoglund 

                                16    Red DeStigter                     27    Pam Pfautsch 

                                16    Finley Milner   

 

                                                 January  at  Westminster        

Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am      Coffee – 11:30 am        

                  Elder of the Month –                                           Ushers –  

Thurs., Dec 21  7:00 pm  Service of the Longest Night 
Sun., Dec. 24  9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
             7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service of Carols and Candles 
Wed., Dec. 27 6:30  pm  Choir Practice 
Sun. Dec. 31  9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church – Rev. Duane Queen in pulpit 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee 
              5:00 pm  Ministry Team Meetings 
              6:00 pm  Session Meeting 
Sun. Jan. 7   9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee / Deacon’s Meeting 
      Downing of the Browns –  Light Lunch to Follow 
Tues., Jan. 9  6:00 pm  Women’s Fellowship 
Wed., Jan. 10 6:30 pm  Choir Practice 
Sun. Jan. 14            9 :15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Lord’s Supper and Children’s Church 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee 
              5:00 pm  Ministry Team Meetings 
              6:00 pm  Session Meeting          
Sun. Jan. 21  9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee ----  Newsletter Deadline 
Tues., Jan. 23 10:00 am  Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee 
Wed., Jan. 24 6:30 pm  Choir 
Thurs., Jan. 25  9:00 am  Men’s Coffee 
Sun. Jan. 28  9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
            11:30 am  Congregational Meeting  

Fellowship Coffee 
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The New Year                                                                                                      from my in-box …  

 

We face a new and untried year, 

Whose paths we do not know; 

Into those near, uncharted ways, 

Each one of us must go. 

 

The brave, with faith, shall enter in 

Where cowards trembling go; 

And they shall gladly greet the year, 

Whose paths we do not know. 

 

For God, our stay in years gone by, 

Will lead the strong of heart; 

And they will thrill when the old year goes, 

And when the new days start. 

   O. Ray Burgess 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I close the Door 

 

Dear Lord, as I close the door on the old year, 

I ponder the things I’ve done … 

The things I’ve said and the joys I’ve had. 

I wonder, have I lost or won? 

I’ve thought of new friends I have made, 

And the old ones, staunch and true… 

The paths of the old year made easier, Lord, 

Because I have walked them with you. 

I think of all the many times, 

When my burdens were so heavy to bear, 

And how my faith slipped away from me. 

But somehow you were always there. 

Now , as I open the door to this New Year, 

And carefully peep inside, 

I wonder what it holds for me … 

But I’ll throw the door open wide. 

Whatever it brings to me and mine, 

I’ll meet it with a heart so true ..; 

I know that, Lord, whate’er it may be, 

You’ll be there to carry me through. –               

Merrel Thompson 
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                          Tomorrow 

 
Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow; 

The same everlasting Father who cares for you today 

Will take care of you tomorrow and every day. 

 

Either He will shield you from suffering, 

Or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it. 

 

Be at peace, then, and put aside 

All anxious thoughts and imaginings. 
                      St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church – Saratoga, CA 

 


