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Trunk or Treat….Trunk or Treat will be held in the parking lot of Westminster at 

4 pm on Sunday, Oct. 29th.    Anyone wanting to bring goodies to share with the 
children of Westminster and the surrounding neighborhood is asked to park your 
car in the circle formed around the parking lot with your goodie filled trunks pointing 
inward ( feel free to decorate your trunks if you want to) and get ready to have 
some fun !!! 

 

Worship Committee News…  

     On Nov 19th there will be a Thanksgiving communion service in the 

evening at 7 pm.  The service will be followed by pie and coffee.  If anyone 

would like to bake a pie for the service there will be a sign up 

sheet on the bulletin board. 

    On Nov. 26th immediately after the service we will be Hanging 

the Greens and there will be soup and cinnamon rolls for the 

helpers after the church is decorated.   

 
Bags of Blessings … During November we will again be collecting 

Bags of Blessings.  We will be passing out grocery bags for your 
convenience and you are invited to fill them up with non-perishable food 
items and bring them back to the church on Sunday, November 19th to be 
dediated.  Last year we collected 307# of food for the Gospel Mission.  
Our donations this year will again be going to the Gospel Mission.  The 
need is great and we know that we can count on you for your support.   
   Thanks,    Deacon’s Committee 

 
 

Westminster Witness 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion – Nov. 19th – 7 pm and  

Nov. 26th – 10:30 am   

westpres@siouxlan.net … 712-276-3613 
www.westminstersiouxcity.org 

2915 Glenn Ave. – Sioux City, IA  51106 

Jean’s Office Hours – Mon – Wed 8:30 – 11:30 am 

Pastor Erica by Appointment 

Pastor’s E-mail pastormacc2017@gmail.com 

 

November 2017 

mailto:westpres@siouxlan.net
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Sunday School Christmas Project …. 
   We  have auctioned off pumpkins.  We have eaten soup.  We have eaten 
loosemeats.  We have sold baked goods.   For the last probably 10 - 12 years, 
the youth of Westminster have had a projects throughout the year and used the 
funds raised to purchase items for local families for Christmas.  This year’s 
project will be very different.    We will NOT have you bake, cook, eat or bring a 
pumpkin.  Instead, we just ask that those of you wishing to participate open your 
hearts and your wallets a little and SHOP !!!  It is our hope that our Angel Tree 
will “take root and grow” with the generosity of our members and families. 
 
      The kids have been concerned about all those who have lost so much in the 
recent hurricane ravished states of Texas and Florida.  They wanted to do 
something to help those people this year so – here’s the plan …  
 

     We have contacted Rev. Charles Schuler of First Presbyterian Church in 
Rockport, TX (church on the left) and Rev. Stephen Schulenberger of 
Community Presbyterian Church in Port Aransas,TX.  (church on the right )  Both congregations have 
families in need of a little extra JOY this holiday season and they have provided us with some – kids 
names , ages, etc.  We have put up an “Angel Tree” in the 
narthex with this information on the tags.   Keep checking since 

we don’t have all the names 
posted yet.   If you got a tag 
on Sunday and have 
questions, please contact a 
member of CE.   We are 
working to answer your 
questions about sizes, kids’ 

interests, wish lists, etc. and hope to have those details for 
you soon.   Also – if you want to learn more about the churches just Google them.   
 

Those wishing to participate will select a name or two off the tree ( we already have 13 tags 
gone after only 1 week)  and pick up Christmas presents for those children,  bringing  them back to 
the church by the end of November.     We are asking for you to wrap them as flat as possible in 
paper  so that they can be packed efficiently for shipping.  ( In other words – don’t worry about boxes 
and pretty bows because they would most likely crush anyway ) We will then ship the packages – 
with some photos of our church and our congregation – to the two churches in the hopes of spreading 
some of the love of Jesus Christ to those who are hurting after the storms.   
 

Jesus said in Matthew 25: 40 … "Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”   What better way to keep Christ at 

the heart of Christmas.    
************************************************************************************************************ 

Pastor Erica asked us to share with you an excerpt from an e-mail we have received from First Pres. 
in Rockport …   All we can say is “Happy to Help” …  "What a wonderful mission you are offering the 

children in our community...want to say how glad I am you sent the email after you couldn't get 
through on our land line ... neither it nor our WiFi service have been restored yet...There are no 

adjectives in the English language sufficient to describe life in a town totally devastated by a natural 
disaster. It hits and hurts in heart, mind, body and soul.  The triumph in the tragedy are emails like 

yours and the kind hearts of the volunteers from all over America who continue to rotate 
through our streets looking for someone to help." 

 



 www. WestminsterSiouxCity.org             3 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who walked or contributed monetary support for the 2017 

Crop Walk.  Last year, we were able to contribute $437.00 to the Crop Walk and our 
goal for this year was $500.00.   We are 
so happy to report that through your 
generous donations this year, we were 
able to contyribute $900.00 !!!  What an 
awesome church we have.    

Sol & Mary Murad, Jeri 
Ducommun, Judy Miller, Pastor Erica, Jen and Drew 
Walkters, Russ Clifford, Julie Morgan and Logan and 
Emma Nelson were our walkers this year. 

 
Remember in Your Prayers …      

 Marv Jessen       Bob & Jan Ubben 

All those impacted by the hurricanes, earthquakes and wild fires  

 

 

Financial Balances as of //2017  

 As of 10/8/2017 

Savings Account -   $58,420.41              Checking Account - $10,157.80   

Please remember your per capita.  We are under for the year.    Pledge cards need to be 

returned on or before November 12.  If you have misplaced your pledge card there are 

more available in the office or from the ushers on Sunday mornings. 

                                           Cindy Backer, Stewardship & Finance Committee 

 
Thank you … The office staff wishes to thank Pam Stephan for giving us a self-
defense course last week.   We are very appreciative of her willingness to share her 
knowledge with us.   

 
Thank you … Dear Friends – I will never forget your kindness, your sympathy cards 
and keeping me in your thoughts and prayers at the time of our son Rick’s death in 

                           September.   Thank you again!   Joyce Davidson 
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Rev’s  Reflections …  
How are you thankful? 

     This time of year, a meme starts circulating on social media about 

“practicing gratitude” for a certain number of days.  You do this, according to 

the meme, by publically naming specific blessings in your life.  For example:  

“Today, I’m grateful for my health.”  “Today, I’m grateful for the nice 

weather.”  “Today, I’m grateful I live in the great state of Iowa.” 

     Paying attention to our blessings has its merits.  Certainly, with all the stresses of life, a little 

positive thinking helps recover some perspective to get us through the day.  But for Christians, 

“counting our blessings” isn’t enough.  As Christians, we are called to live in a constant state of 

gratitude for the grace of God in Jesus Christ.  Put another way, we aren’t simply called to give 

thanks.  We are called to live thanks. 

     I John 4:19 says:  “We love because God first loved us.”  God’s love, a love that precedes and 

surpasses all other love, heals us, makes us stronger, opens us up to receive even more love, and 

naturally stirs our sense of gratitude.  Then, we can imagine how to live thanks for God’s love.  How 

do we live thanks?  By literally “giving thanks,” by paying forward God’s gifts of grace to us, not out of 

obligation, but from a cup that overflows with gratitude and graciousness. 

     In this way, our gratitude testifies to the glory and grace of God.  This Thanksgiving, let’s consider 

not only what we’re grateful for, but how to live out our gratitude as God’s people. 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Creator through him.  ~ Colossians 3:17 

 

Spotlight on Ministry … More Notes from the Pastor … 
 

 

Adult Bible Study     Sundays 9:15-10:05 a.m.   October 22, 29; November 5, 12, 19, 26 

     Coffee’s on and we’re digging into scripture!  In November, we’ll focus on stories in 

the book of Genesis that emphasize major themes found throughout the Bible.  We value 

lively discussion, creative questions, and diverse points of view.  The only pre-requisite is 

curiosity! 

Staff schedule for Thanksgiving week 

     Pastor Erica will be working odd hours during Thanksgiving week due to her family 

being in town for the holiday.  She will be working on Tuesday 11/21 and Friday 11/24.  

She will be away from the office Monday 11/20, Wednesday-Thursday 10/22-23, and Saturday 10/25.  

You can reach her by phone that week. 
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Living Nativity 

     Our annual Living Nativity with Faith United Presbyterian Church is 

fast approaching!  This is one of our most public and beloved 

ministries to the community.  Mark your calendar for the afternoon 

and evening of December 16 (yes, that’s a Saturday).   

     We need volunteers for lots of different tasks, including: setting up and tearing down scenery; 

helping the actors select their costumes and getting the costumes 

back from the actors; providing snacks and warm drinks for the 

volunteers; playing one of the characters; getting the word out to the 

local media and other advertising venues; “stage managing”; helping 

direct traffic; and other duties as needed!  A sign-up sheet will be 

posted to the bulletin board in the foyer, but you can also talk with 

Pastor Erica or Larry Horky if you have questions or ideas to share.  

There is a place for everyone who wants to participate, so sign up early! 

 

Using the church phone system   

There’s been some confusion about how to use our new phone system, so here 

are some pointers that might help: 

 If Jean or Pastor Erica are at the church and neither of us is on the phone, 

one of us will answer the phone when you call.  If you get the recorded 

greeting, it means neither of us is on site or one of us is on the phone.  

 If you know which extension you need, you may punch the number in at any time.  You don’t 

need to wait for the recorded greeting to end. 

 Press 1 to leave a message for Pastor Erica.  Once you press 1, you will only be able to leave 

a message – the phone will not ring again.  Pastor Erica generally checks messages first thing 

in the morning and a couple of times in the afternoon every day except Sunday and Monday. 

 Press 2 to leave a message for Jean or if you want Jean to pass a message along to someone 

else.  Again, once you press 2, you will only be able to leave a message; the phone won’t ring 

again.  We check for messages in the morning, Monday – Saturday, and in the afternoon, 

Tuesday – Saturday. 

 Press 3 if you want general information about worship and class times and upcoming events. 

 Press 4 if there is an urgent matter requiring Pastor Erica’s immediate attention.  Your call will 

be forwarded to Pastor Erica’s personal cell phone where you can leave a message.  She will 

return your call as soon as possible, 7 days a week. 

************************************************************************************************ 

A Mouthful … We recently learned of a parish near  Worcester, England 
which is known as Upton Snodsbury with Beauchamp and Grafton Flyford 

with North Piddle and Flyford Favel. -  The question is:   
what do the pastor and secretary say when they answer the phone? 
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Deacon Doings …  

 The Deacons met on Sunday, October 1st following worship 

 Balance on hand in the deacon’s account is $438.34 

 Member care issues were discussed and care/concern cards were mailed over 

the month. 

 Russ and Marilyn will take communion to Naomi Wansink, Donna Krause, and 

Norma King this month. 

 Trunk or Treat will be held in the church parking lot on October 29th at 4:00 pm 

 We will be packing Back Packs with our friends from Faith United on Oct. 30, Dec. 18, Feb. 26 

and April 30th.  All dates are at 6:00 pm at the Food Bank 

 

Session Highlights –  

 Session approved a retroactive vote to allow the Brookings ( SD) 

High School Marching Band to use the church parking lot and 

bathrooms on 9/30/17 during the StarFest competition. 

 Session approved to allow Troop 191 to use the church building on 

alternating Fridays. 

 Session approved the purchase of a desk chair in the office that is mutually agreed upon 

among those purchasing. 

 Session approved establishing a building fund that will only have money from the building fund.  

 

November  Birthdays and Anniversaries …    
 1   Bob & Marilyn Loghry   9   Jean Turner 

 1   Brylee Murad                                                 19  Mary Murad 

 2  Beulah Thompson                                          20   Abbey Minten 

 6   Darleen Volkert                                             26  Judy Bolton 

6   Linda Johnson                                                28  Joyce Beals 

                

New addresses:     
Brett Logsdon – 701 North C St.  Unit 3494 – Indianola, IA  51025 
Rob & Lynsey Logsdon – 8047 Buchanan Trail – Norwalk, IA  50211 
 
Again, Congrats to the new Mr. & Mrs. Rob Logsdon.  May God richly bless 
your lives together. 
 
 

Keep the recipes coming …. and get them in to Cindy Backer.  The ladies 

have, however, decided to postpone the printing of the new cookbook until next fall.   
We are seeing the amount of time printers need, and the costs, and want to make 
this a really good, full cookbook.  It is our thought that this would be a great sales 

opportunity to have the book  It is our thought that it would be a great sales opportunity if the book 
made its debut at a Cookie Walk.    Thanks and keep a stack of recipe cards handy so everytime you 
make a yummy treat over the year – make a copy of the recipe for us !!! 
Thank you. 
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Building Fund … Next Sunday, Oct. 29th – and the 5th Sunday of 

every month that has one – has been designated by Session as the 

Sunday to highlight our Building Fund.   As you sit in your cozy warm 

house this winter, please remember that 2 of the churches Furnaces 

and AC units need to be replaced !  Thanks in advance for your support of this special fund.   
 

                             November  at Westminster        

                   Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am    Coffee – 11:30 am   

                                    Choir Practice –Wed. at 6:30 pm  

                      Elder of the Month –  Pam Pfautsch    Ushers – The Horkys 

 

Wed., Nov. 1  6:30 pm  Choir Practice 

   5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

Sun., Nov. 5  9:15 am  Sunday School 

           10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 

           11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee  

             4:00 pm  Cutters Club meet at Johnny Mars 

Wed., Nov. 8            6:30 pm  Choir Practice 

Sun., Nov. 12           9:15 am  Sunday School 

           10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 

           11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee  

             5:00 pm  Ministry Team Meetings 

             6:00 pm  Session meeting 

Wed., Nov. 15 5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

   6:30 pm  Choir Practice 
Sun., Nov. 19 9:15 am  Sunday School 

           10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 

       Dedication of “Bags of Blessings” 

           11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee  

   7:00 pm  Thanksgiving Communion and Pie-Luck 
Thurs., Nov. 23   Happy Thanksgiving- Office Closed 
Sun., Nov. 26 9:15 am  Sunday School 

           10:30 am  Worship w/ Lord’s Supper  and Children’s Church 

           11:30 am  Hanging of the Greens – followed by soup lunch 

              Newsletter Deadline 

Tues., Nov. 28        10:00 pm  Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee 

Wed., Nov. 29  5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

Thurs., Nov. 30  9:00 am  Men’s Coffee 

 

 
 
 
 
 

It’s not what you’d do with a million - If a million were 

your lot.  It’s what you are doing at present -                

With the dollar and a quarter you’ve got 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

2915 Glenn Ave. 

Sioux City, IA  51106 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

                        

 

 

 

 
 

Stewardship is about much 
more than money … It’s about 

how we each relate to and 
participate in God’s plan for 

His world and His people.     
The world is in need right now 

                                                                                       as never before … 
                                                                Will you Do More ???     

I Will Do More 
I will do more than belong – I will participate.   I will do more than care –        I will help. 
I will do more than believe – I will practice.       I will do more than be fair –    I will be kind. 
I will do more than forgive – I will work.             I will do more than earn –       I will enrich. 
I will do more than teach –   I will inspire.           I will do more than give –       I will serve. 
I will do more than live –       I will grow.   
                                       I will do more than be friendly – I will be a friend.  
 


