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Cookie Walk 
  Westminster’s annual cookie walk will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 9th from 9 – 11:30 am.   Homemade 
cookies and candies will be sold for $6/pound.  Help 
us spread the word.   This is a great way to get a 
variety of cookies and skip the baking mess !!!  It is 

also the only fundraiser the women of Westminster have during the year and helps to 
cover items needed by the church that do not fit in the general fund budget.  The ladies 
also make donations to charitable organizations and activities during the year.   
 Cookies and candy can be dropped at the church at 1 pm on Friday, Dec. 8th or 
from 5:30 – 7 pm that evening.  If you need to bring them Saturday, please do so early 
in the day.  There is a sign up sheet in the narthex where you can jot your name down 
if you could help with the sale and/or make cookies and candy.   
 If you have any questions, please call Judy Skoglund – 712-943-4113.  
  
Living Nativity 

     Our annual Living Nativity with Faith United Presbyterian Church 

is fast approaching!  This is one of our most public and beloved 

ministries to the community.  Mark your calendar for the afternoon 

and evening of December 16 (yes, that’s a Saturday).   

     A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the foyer, but 

you can also talk with Pastor Erica or Larry Horky if you have questions or ideas to share.  At this 

time we NEED these 10 “characters” in order to make the event happen... 

1 – Mary & Gabriel for scene 1                                             4 – 4 people to portray Kings and Herod 

2 – Mary & Joseph for scene 2  (Road to Bethlehem )        5 – 1 Census Taker 
3 – Mary for scene 3   (No Room at the Inn) 

 

 

Westminster Witness 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion – Dec. 24th  – 10:30 am   

westpres@siouxlan.net … 712-276-3613 
www.westminstersiouxcity.org 

2915 Glenn Ave. – Sioux City, IA  51106 

Jean’s Office Hours – Mon – Wed 8:30 – 11:30 am 

Pastor Erica by Appointment 

Pastor’s E-mail pastormacc2017@gmail.com 

 

December 2017 

mailto:westpres@siouxlan.net
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Rev’s  Reflections …  

 “Are you a Christmas Christian, or an Easter Christian?”   

     Some people answer the question gastronomically:  “Oh, Christmas, for 

sure.  There’s more pie.”  Others answer meteorologically:  “Easter.  The 

weather’s better.”  Creaturely comforts aside, I think the cradle and the cross 

are inseparable.    

       Theologically speaking, the beginning and end of Jesus’ earthly life bring God and humanity full 

circle.  Incarnation speaks to the eternal divine shrinking to fit into a human life.  Incarnation describes 

God’s transformation in the virgin’s womb into a human being.  

       Resurrection, on the other hand, speaks to the elevation of human flesh to the infinite realm of 

God.  The outrageous claim of Christmas – God was born a human being – is matched only by the 

outrageous claim of Easter: God returned to the divine realm still wearing human skin.   

      Christmas and Easter necessarily go hand-in-hand.  In Christ’s birth, we encounter a God who 

chose to meet us at eye-level.  In Christ’s life, we encounter a God who chose to teach us and touch 

us; in his death, we encounter a God who suffered the consequences of confronting corrupt earthly 

powers.  And in Christ’s resurrection, we encounter a God who, to this day, knows the burden of the 

flesh we bear. 

     As we await the Savior’s birth this Advent season, may the fullness of God’s love in Christ 

overshadow you, body and spirit, and bring peace and goodwill to all humankind. 

Pastor Erica 

Spotlight on Ministry … More Notes from the Pastor  
 

Service of the Longest Night:   

A ministry for those who grieve at Christmas 

Thursday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. 

 

     Though many do alright with their Christmas of white, others battle the blues during the holidays.  

Persistent images of parties full of guests and homes full of love can deepen feelings of loss and 

loneliness.  Peaceful manger scenes and angels make us wonder: what’s wrong with me when all 

seems so right with the world?  

     Join other midwinter mourners in a service of music and prayer as we explore the dark side of the 

Christmas story.  Discover a Savior born into the darkness of poverty and tyranny, whose ministry led 

him to the darkness of death and the tomb, and whose resurrection promises that God’s light shines 

in the darkness and darkness did not – and will never – overcome it.  Pastoral care and prayer will be 

available by request after the service. 
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Adult Christian Education 

Sundays, December 3, 10, 17, 9:15 a.m. 

 

     Join us for lively discussion (and more questions than answers) as we tackle the 

Biblical stories of Advent and Christmas.  We will explore the birth and mission of John the Baptist; 

Luke and Matthew’s differing accounts of Mary and Joseph; and the post-birth accounts of shepherds 

and angels and magi (oh, my!) 

Christmas vacation 

Pastor Erica will be on vacation from December 25 through January 3.  

During that time, Pastor Tom Murray from First Presbyterian Church will be on 

call for any pastoral care needs that arise.  If you need him, please call 

Marilyn Clifford (Deacons chair), Mary Forbes (December Elder of the Month) or Liz Barrett (Clerk of 

Session), and they will give you Tom’s cell phone number.     

Bags of Blessings …  
 
Thank you for your wonderful bags of blessings donations.  240# of food was 
donated to the Gospel Mission ! 
 

Sunday School Christmas Project …. 
 The CE Committee thanks you from the bottom of our hearts for your amazing response 
to this year’s Sunday School Christmas Mission Project.  Due to your generosity the 
children and adults in 2 churches ravaged by Hurricane Harvey will smile a little more 
and hopefully be able to forget the troubles of the last few months and remember that at 
Christmas – and all year – someone in Iowa loves them, cares for them and is keeping 
them in their prayers.  
     Items that have been purchased need to be wrapped and returned to the church on or 
before Dec. 3rd for shipment.  Thanks again, everyone !   
 

 
The Kids’ Gift to the Congregation – Their Christmas 
Program 
    The children will present their Annual Gift to the 
Congregation during the worship service on Sunday, 
Dec. 10th.  The service will include the kids saying their 
parts, singing their songs and portraying the Nativity 

Story for you.  They will also be assembling during the program an art piece that 
includes an Arrow, a Heart, a manger and a Cross.   All to remind you that – indeed – 
There’s A Blessing Coming Down ! 
 We hope to see you all there.   The children work very hard and enjoy showing 
you the things they have learned – not to mention portraying characters in the Manger 
Scene.   I wonder who will wear the camel costume this year ??? You’ll have to wait 
and see !! 
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Worship Committee Notes…  
 We will have communion on Dec. 24 during the 10:30 am morning service and 

our Christmas Eve Candlelight service will be held at 7 pm that evening.    
 

 Duane Queen will be filling the pulpit on Dec. 31.!!   
 

 Thanks for all the wonderful pies for Thanksgiving Communion.   We had 33 
people in attendance at the service. 

 

 Worship Committee is inviting everyone who would like to help us decorate the sanctuary for 
Advent and Christmas  by adding poinsettias around the tree to please feel free to pick one up 
anywhere and  bring it to the church –  please mark your plant with your  name if you want to 
take it home.    

 

Remember in Your Prayers …      

Marv Jessen        Jane Buettner Terry Lockie  Darleen Volkert 

 Hillary Duncan ValJean Fredrickson Red DeStigter 

 

 

 

Cutters’ Christmas Kick-Off …. Cutters will be meeting at the church on 

Saturday, December 2nd from 3 – 5pm.  Bring your favorite holiday treat.  Coffee 

and hot cider will be provided.  Just a little kick-off to the holidays.  Come and 

socialize and enjoy a treat.  Remember to bring your items for the Deacon’s 

Giving Tree in the entryway.  -  Barb 

 

 

From Personnel Committee:    Office Hours . . .  

     Pastor Erica is "on the clock" from 9:00 - 6:00 Tuesday – Saturday in addition to 

Sundays, but may not be in the pastor's office at church that entire time.  She 

provides pastoral care at multiple access points including church property, church 

member’s homes, other off-site locations as well as by phone and email. If you want 

to meet with her at the church- call ahead to see if she is on-site at the church.  You are welcome to 

leave a message on her voicemail or send her an email (pastormacc2017@gmail.com) and she will 

contact you at her earliest opportunity. If you would like her cell phone number, its ok to ask her for it.  

Don't be shy about contacting her to talk.   Pastor is also on-call for emergencies 24-7; emergencies 

include a loved one's death and life-threatening emergencies and people can either call her cell 

directly or connect via option 4 on the church phone system. 

     Jean’s hours currently are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesdays from 8:30-11:30 am.  Starting 

January 1st, this will change to just 8:30 – 11:30 am Mondays & Tuesdays.  
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Christmas Joy Offering: Where do your $$$s Go ? 

       For more than 80 years, Presbyterians have given generously at Christmas to 

lift up those who’ve devoted their lives to the mission of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.). On December 21, churches throughout the denomination will again receive 

this special offering. The Christmas Joy Offering is shared equally by the Assistance 

Program of the Board of Pensions, which provides much-needed assistance to 

PC(USA) church workers and their families, and Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic 

schools and colleges, which enable students to develop their gifts and find their 

calling.  Every congregation’s gifts to the Offering are critical to the future of these programs, 

especially now.  

        To learn more about the difference the Christmas Joy Offering has made in the lives of PC(USA) 

church workers and their families, view the three-minute video, Faith Guides, Faith Gives. For more 

information about the Offering, please contact Margaret Boone, Project Manager, Special Offerings, 

at 888-728-7228, ext. 5183, or by email at margaret.boone@pcusa.org. 

       As always, you can give directly to the Assistance Program at pensions.org/giveassistance at 

any time during the year, but your gift is especially meaningful now, when the need for funding is at its 

height. 

       Thank you for your gifts! 

 

Financial Balances as of 11 – 12 - 17 

 

Checking..............$    7,135.32 
Savings................$  58,420.61 
Building Fund.......$    2,273.92 

                                                        Cindy Backer, Stewardship & Finance Committee 

 

Deacon Doings …  

The Deacons have a Christmas Giving tree in the entry way collecting hats, mittens, 

underwear and socks to be donated to the Crittenton Center.    Thanks for your help ! 

 

 

 

Session Highlights –  

 Session approved changing the 2018 yearbook address 

directory with active members listed in one section and 

friends of Westminster in a separate section. 

 Session approved to delegate to the Deacons which 

Westminster t-shirt design they will go with and how many extra t-shirts they will 

purchase with the extra shirts coming out of the general fund. 

 Session approved Building and Grounds research, purchase, and installation of a 

security intercom. 

 

http://www.pensions.org/PlansAndPrograms/AssistanceProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.pensions.org/PlansAndPrograms/AssistanceProgram/Pages/default.aspx
http://vimeo.com/110841539
mailto:margaret.boone@pcusa.org
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=5e140d
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An Invitation for you…ANGELUS 2017 
                          

               You are cordially invited to attend the 2017 “Angelus” at Faith United 
Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, December 5, 2017.  A time of fellowship will begin at 

6:00 p.m. followed by dinner served by the men of the church at 6:30 p.m.  The evening will 
conclude with a quiet time of worship. The Spirituality Center labyrinth will be available for your prayer 
and meditation beginning at 5:30 p.m.  
     Angelus is an event allowing the women of our church and the community to spend time together 

during one of the most exciting times of the church year.  In these few quiet hours, a space is created 

to focus on the real meaning of Advent so later we can enter into all the preparations of the season 

with re-energized inspiration. 

     The cost of the dinner will be $7.00, paid at the door. Please make your reservations by November 

30, 2017 by calling the church office at 276-3121.  If you need a ride, please let us know when you 

make your reservation. Early reservations help us with our planning and are much appreciated and 

the dining room is reachable by elevator for those who can’t do stairs. 

     Do come and be part of the fellowship celebrating a community of Christian women taking time to 

worship during Christmas preparations.  This evening is designed so you experience a special time of 

reflection and renewal with treasured friends and family as we begin the Advent season. 

Sincerely,    Linda Puttmann, Fran Graham, Sherry Koehler 

Thank you … I want to thank everyone who has asked how I am doing 

after our intruder  in the church office.  With time, and the prayers of good 

friends, I am beginning to learn to relax.  I am positive your prayers 

carried me through that day with nothing worse happening than did and I 

ask your continued prayers.  I owe a HUGE thanks to Sol Murad for his 

quick response.  Words are not enough, Sol.   Thanks again. -  
Office Hour Change for 2018 … As a cost saving measure, the Session & Personnel 

Committee have voted to reduce my hours from 9 per week to 6 hours per week.  I will 

be in the office Monday and Tuesday mornings from 8:30 – 11:30.   If you can’t  reach 

me during that time, feel free to leave a message on Option 2 of the answering 

machine and I will return your call the next day I am in the office. - Jean 
 

December  Birthdays and Anniversaries …    
  

   6     Val Jean Fredrickson 17    Allen & Tylene Zevenbergen 

   7     Dick Stephan                               17    Tylene Zevenbergen 

   7     Kenzie Drew                                17    Rich Bailey 

 11     Becky Paulsen                             19    Alyson McKinley 

                                    11    Jim & Sabra Jackson                    20    Ben & Angie Ricklefs 

                                    14     Alexa Trover                                 22    Rob Duncan 

                                    14    Kaci Trover                                    28    Jane Buettner 

                                    14    Sean Murren                                  31    Hayley Milner             
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                                                 December  at  Westminster        

                            Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am    Coffee – 11:30 am   

                                                Choir Practice –Wed. at 6:30 pm  

      Elder of the Month –  Mary Forbes    Ushers – Julie Morgan & Logan Nelson 

 

Sat., Dec. 2   5:00 pm  Cutters Club 
Sun., Dec. 3   9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee 
            11:45 am  Deacons’ Meeting 
Tues., Dec. 5  6:00 pm  Women’s Fellowship 
Wed., Dec. 6  6:30  pm  Choir Practice 
Sat., Dec. 9  9 – 11:30 am  Cookie Walk 

Sun. Dec. 10  9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Christmas Program 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee 
              5:00 pm  Ministry Team Meetings 
              6:00 pm  Session Meeting 
Sat., Dec. 16  5:30 – 7 pm            Living Nativity at 
                                                                    Faith United Presbyterian –  
                                                                         4327 Morningside Ave. 
Sun. Dec. 17   9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee 
   Noon              Newsletter Deadline 
          
Tues., Dec. 19       10:00 am  Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee 
Thurs., Dec. 21       9:00  am  Mens’ Coffee 
   7:00 pm  Service of the Longest Night 
Sun. Dec. 24           9:15 am  Sunday School  (adult class not meeting today ) 
          10:30 am  Worship w/ Lord’s Supper & Children’s Church 
          11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee 
            7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service 
Sun., Dec. 31          9:15 am  Sunday School 
          10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church   
                                                       Guest Pastor  - Rev. Duane Queen 
          11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

2915 Glenn Ave. 
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A Christmas Wish 

May the warm, guiding star 

drive from your life every 

shadow; may the glad song of 

angels find an echo in your 

heart; may the spirit of 

worship in the hearts of the 

wise men, and the simple 

faith of the shepherds be 

yours as, once more, you 

celebrate the birthday of the 

King. 

 

An Advent Prayer …. 

Father, 

Prepare our hearts for Your coming.  Quiet the stirrings within.  Calm the busyness 

without.  Renew us with Your Spirit. 

 

In this hallowed season, may 

there be a measure of the 

peace and a portion of the 

joy brought into the world 

by the Christ-child in our 

hearts, in the hearts of our 

loved ones, and in the hearts 

of believing persons 

everywhere.  

– Central Christian Church 

Waukegan, IL 

 


