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Rev’s  Reflections … But now thus says the Lord, who created you, O 

Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I 
have called you by name, you are mine.  ~ Isaiah 43:1 
 
Declarations of faith and faithfulness accompany all baptisms in the 
Presbyterian Church.  The pastor asks:  “Do you, as members of the church 
of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture this child by word and deed, 
with love and prayer, encouraging them to know and follow Christ and to be a 
faithful member of the church?”  And the people respond:  “We do!” 
 
Confirmation gives our teenage members an opportunity to make the same statement of faith for 
themselves.  Claimed by God at birth and sealed by baptism, they will explore what it means to 
intentionally choose a life of Christian discipleship formed in the Presbyterian tradition.  We will 
discuss questions of theology (“What is Jesus saving us from?”); ecclesiology (“Is the church old 
fashioned?”); history (“What makes us Presbyterian?”); the sacraments (“What’s so special about 
baptism and communion?”); and ourselves (“I know a lot about God – now what?”). 
 
Confirmation calls upon the entire Body of Christ to thoughtfully and actively support the ongoing faith 
development of our older children.  The Class of 2017 has 4 confirmands who need several things 
from you this year: 
 

• Prayer for rich conversations, Spirit-led discernment, Christ-like care for one another, and 
deepening relationships with the living God 

• Participation in confirmand-led worship and mission 

• Volunteers to help Pastor Erica facilitate classes on Wednesday nights 

• Donations of snacks and beverages (eating improves learning!) 

• Donations of funds for supplies for art projects (to be determined) 
 
How is God calling you to encourage our confirmands to know and follow Christ and be faithful 
members of the church?  By investing your time, talents, and treasure to the Confirmation experience, 
you uphold the kids we already know and love, as well as the future of the Church itself.  
 

Peace ~ Pastor Erica 
 

Westminster Witness 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion – Oct. 1 – 10:30 am   

westpres@siouxlan.net … 712-276-3613 
www.westminstersiouxcity.org 

2915 Glenn Ave. – Sioux City, IA  51106 

Office Hours – Mon – Wed 8:30 – 11:30 am 

Pastor Erica by Appointment 

Pastor’s E-mail pastormacc2017@gmail.com 
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Other Bits & Pieces from the Pastor … 
 
Sunday School for tweens and teens 
For 6th through 10th graders.  Sunday school meets from 9:15-10:15 on the main floor.  We use the 
Colaborate Bible Study curriculum, which utilizes a problem-based teaching method that allows kids 
to voice questions and concerns about Biblically based faith and equips them to think theologically.  
The short videos and vibrant workbooks add humor, art, and activities to appeal to a variety of ages 
and learning styles. 
 
Adult Bible Study 
Sundays 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall (lower level) 
October 1, 8, and 15 
 Bible 101: Reading the Bible for All It’s Worth.  Everything about the Bible is theological – not only 
its text, but choices made by editors, publishers, illustrators, and readers affect its meaning.  Building 
upon the basics (locating  book, chapter, and verse), we will see how the Bible is organized; evaluate 
supplementary resources included in most bibles; compare translations and identify theological 
biases (including our own); explore a wealth of reference materials, many available for free online; 
and share ideas for using the Bible in our daily spiritual practices. 
 
Freed and Renewed in Christ:  500 Years of God’s GRACE in Action! 
Did you know that this October marks the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation?  When one man, Martin Luther, challenged the 16th century Roman Church, seismic 
shifts in Christianity soon followed.  Lutheranism, Anglicanism, and many forms of Protestantism 
proliferated throughout western Europe, changing how Christians understood the Bible, Sacraments, 
and church governance. 
 
Join churches across Siouxland to commemorate the rise of the Reformation.  The details: 
Sunday, October 22, 2017    4:00 p.m. 
First Lutheran Church           3939 Cheyenne Blvd.       Sioux City, IA  51104 
 
After worship, a meal will be served.  Please contact Pastor Erica if you plan to attend and stay for 
the meal.  Sola scriptura, scriptura sola!  Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda! 
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Recipes  …. The ladies of Westminster are planning to make a “Sweet Treats” cookbook to be sold 

at the Cookie Walk and they need your recipes to include.  Please bring copies 
of some of your favorite dessert, cookie, cake, pie, candy, bar, etc recipes to the 
church and leave them in Cindy Backer’s box … located in the office across the 
room from the desk in the slot box.   Cindy’s slot will have a colored tab on it so 
you can pick it out easily.  Thanks !!!   If you have any questions, please contact 
Cindy Backer  (898-3388) or Judy Skoglund (898-4989).   

 
 

The Matthew 25 ministry team is asking members of the congregation to bring in their old eye 

glasses to donate it to the Lions club.  We are also asking members to bring pop tabs for the Ronald 

McDonald House.  There will be a container in the narthex. 

 

An Additional Christian Education Option …     

          During the morning worship hour at 10:30 we offer Children’s 

Church for children age 3 – 3rd grade.   The children go back to the 

classroom immediately after the Children’s Sermon.  While in the 

classroom we provide an age-appropriate and exciting worship 

experience with a basis on prayer, Bible stories, fellowship, music and crafts.  The topics covered 

during Children’s Church are either an extension of those studied at 9:15 or in complement to Pastor 

Erica’s children’s message for the day … so … if you don’t make it for Sunday School …Don’t Stay 

Home.   We still have educational opportunities during the worship hour ensuring the children learn 

while the adults worship together in the sanctuary.    

 

Children’s Sunday School … Sunday School is held every Sunday morning at 
9:15 am for age 3 – 5th grade.   The kids will start in the sanctuary with Large 
Group Opening Activities and music from 9:15 – 9:30 and then move into their 
classrooms where we will be using the new Sparkhouse classroom curriculum.  
The children will bring home a “family page” each week with ideas the families 
can do together.  
 

Remember in Your Prayers …     Karen Forbes        Joyce Davidson      Marv Jessen                

The Lasher family                   Red DeStigter       Val Jean Fredrickson            

 

Congratulations …..  It was a joy a few years ago to see the Lasher family begin it’s journey with 

their wedding here at Westminster and we are delighted to be able to offer you our congratulations on 

the birth of their daughter as well.    Shaelynne  was born Sept. 20th and tipped the scales at 9# 7 oz.   

She joins big brothers Joey & Colton who will undoubtedly keep a close and caring eye on their little 

sister from this day forward.  Welcome to the world, little lady.  God truly does make beautiful 

miracles.  
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Financial Balances as of 9/10/2017  

 Checking Acct. balance as of 9-10-17 is $10,177.90. 

With the help of Susan Logsdon, our treasurer, we submitted a grant request to MRHD.  
We really had our hopes up that we would receive money to fix the landscaping issue 

and buy two much needed new furnaces and air conditioning unit. We just found out that our request 
was not selected.  They told us we did everything right but they had requests for $4,600,000 and they 
didn't have that much money to lend out.  We will try again next year. 
 
So we have to fix the landscaping issue as we have been having water coming in the basement door 
when it rains.  That money will be taken from the Building and Grounds fund with savings making up 
the difference. Hopefully our furnace issue will last another year.  So please remember whenever 
able to remember the Building Fund. 

Thanks,  Cindy Backer      Finance Comm. Chair 
 
Cutters  will meet at 5:30 pm on Sat., Oct. 7th.  If you have any questions, 

please call Barb at 712-276-4438.  

 
Deacon Doings …  

• Balance on hand in the Deacons account is $620.94 

• Member care concerns were discussed. 

• Russ & Marilyn will take communion to Norma King, Donna Krause & Naomi Wansink  this 

month. 

• Trunk or Treat will be held in the church parking lot on October 29th at 4 pm. 

• Crop Walk will be held on October 15th. 

• The attendance list was discussed. 

 

Session Highlights –  

• Session approved the Mosher Landscaping and Morey Concrete quotes for the 

sidewalk work. 

• Session approved the updated wedding policy fees. 

• Next Session meeting is on October 8th at 6:00 pm. 

• Session approved communion being served on Sunday, November 19th during an 

evening service. 

• Session approved having a congregational meeting on Sunday, October 1st for the 

purpose of rewriting the Elders bylaws. 

 

With Sympathy … 
Westminster extends its sympathy to Joyce Davidson and her family on the recent death of Joyce’s 
son, Rick.   Rick died in an automobile accident in South Carolina on Sept. 15th.   Saying goodbye to 
a loved one is always hard, but saying good bye to a child is doubly so.  We hope that Joyce and the 
rest of the family know that they are in our thoughts and prayers during these difficult days. 
 
We also extend our sympathy to John and Judy Pehrson on the recent loss of John’s mother.  John 
reports that the service was definitely a celebration of a life well lived.   Please keep the Pehrson 
family in your prayers as well as the Davidson family. 
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries …                   

       2     Jerry Forbes                         13   Barb Horky 

       3    Adam & Rachel Turner          22  Lacy Richards 

       5     Larry & Barb Horky               23  Bette Lund 

       9     John McKinley                      27  Ken Stueve 

       9     Kristi Ellis                              28   John Wansinnk 

                                  10    Colten Lasher                        29   Jordan Houchins 

                                  12    Ann Jenkins 

 

 

                        This Month at Westminster 

     Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am    Coffee – 11:30 am  Choir Practice –Wed. at 6:30 pm  

Elder of the Month –  Judy Skoglund     Ushers – Lund – Wansink - Jackson 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Sun., Oct. 1     9:15 am Sunday School 
    10:30 am Worship w/ Lord’s Supper – Children’s Church available 
    11:30 am Congregational meeting  followed by Fellowship Coffee 
Tues., Oct. 3     6:00 pm Women’s Fellowship 
Wed., Oct. 4     6:30 pm Choir Practice 
Sat., Oct. 7     5:30 pm Cutters Club 
Sun., Oct. 8     9:15 am Sunday School 
    10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church  
    11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 
      5:00 pm Ministry Team Meetings 
      6:00 pm Session Meeting 
Wed., Oct. 11    6:30 pm Choir Practice 
Sun., Oct. 15     9:15 am Sunday School 
    10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church  
    11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 
Wed., Oct. 18    6:30 pm Choir Practice 
Sun., Oct. 22     9:15 am Sunday School 
    10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church  
    11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 
    Newsletter Deadline 
Tues., Oct. 24  10:00 am Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee 
Wed., Oct. 25    6:30 pm Choir Practice 
Thurs., Oct. 26    9:00 am Men’s Coffee 
Sun., Oct. 29     9:15 am Sunday School 
    10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church  
    11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 
      4:00 pm Trunk or Treat 
 

 
                                              Congregational Meeting October 1st … 

There will be a Congregational Meeting held at the close of worship on Sun., October 1st  for 

the purpose of voting on the motion from the Session to amend the bylaws to reduce 

the number of elected Ruling Elders from 12 to 9. 
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Crop Walk …. Crop Walk will be held on Sunday, October 15th.  If you would like to participate in 

the walk, and need a pledge packet to gather your pledges, they are on the table at the top of the 
basement stairs.  If you would like to support our church with a financial pledge but prefer not to walk, 
please see Russ Clifford. 
 

Trunk or Treat….Trunk or Treat will be held in the parking lot of Westminster at 4 pm on Sunday, 

Oct. 29th.    Anyone wanting to bring goodies to share with the children of Westminster and the 
surrounding neighborhood is asked to park your car in the circle formed around the parking lot with 
your goodie filled trunks pointing inward ( feel free to decorate your trunks if you want to) and get 
ready to have some fun !!! 
 
 

Kids Helping Kids … Sunday School / Youth Christmas Project …. 
We  have auctioned off pumpkins.  We have eaten soup.  We have eaten loosemeats.  We have sold 
baked goods.   For the last probably 8 years, the youth of Westminster have had a project or 2 
throughout the year and used the funds raised to purchase items needed by local families for 
Christmas.  This year’s project will be different.   
 
The classes have been concerned about all those who have lost all their worldly possessions, etc. in 
the recent hurricane ravished states of Texas and Florida.  They want to do something to help those 
people this year so – here’s the plan … 
 
We will be contacting a pastor of a church that has families in need of help and asking for some 
family information – kids names and sizes and their Christmas wish lists, etc.  We will also be asking 
if there are family / parent needs we could help to meet.  We will then put up an “Angel Tree” in the 
narthex with this information on the tags.  The kids will be asked to select a name or two off the tree ( 
with parental permission) and they will pick up a few of the needed items and bring them back to the 
church by the end of November.  Anyone else in the congregation wishing to help is invited to 
participate as well.   We will then ship the packages – with some photos of our church and our 
congregation – to the church we are helping in the hopes of spreading some of the love of Jesus 
Christ to those who are hurting after the storms.   
 

More specific information will be forthcoming soon, so watch your bulletins, etc.   Jesus said in 

Matthew 25: 40 … "Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

 
What better way to keep Christ at the heart of Christmas.    
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