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 Bags of Blessings …       Westminster’s Neighborhood Food 

Cupboard feeds our hungry neighbors and we strive to keep it stocked 

daily.  From Sept.  14th – Oct. 14th we placed 660 food items in the box. 

Many thanks to the “filling team” Mary Murad, Bette Lund, Jean Turner 

and our Jr/Sr High class.     

     The Deacons will hold their annual Bags of Blessing food drive on Nov. 18th.   The 

items you bring will be divided between our pantry and the Gospel Mission.  If you 

would prefer to donate funds, that is wonderful as well.   Thank you for your generous 

support of this ministry.  Your “CAN-Do” spirit is a blessing to the Morningside 

neighborhood!  

Bake Sale – The  Jr / Sr High Sunday School class will be 

having a Bake Sale in the narthex after worship on Sunday, 

Nov 11th.    All proceeds from the sale will go to the 

Siouxland Humane Society.   If you would like to contribute 

baked goods, purchase goodies – or both – the group would 

most definitely welcome your co-operation and support.   If 

you have any questions, contact Pam Pfautsch 

 

We Gather to Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing …  

 Thanksgiving Communion will be served on Sunday, Nov. 18th at 

7 pm followed by a time of pie and coffee.    

Trunk or Treat …. Will be held from 4 – 5pm on Sunday, Oct. 28th in 

the church parking lot.   If you would like to hand out goodies to the 

children in attendance,  pull  your car into the circle around 3:45 and 

get ready to have some fun !!!   Thanks 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion –Nov. 11th– 10:30 am 

and Nov. 18th at 7 pm 
 

westpres@siouxlan.net … 712-276-3613 
www.westminstersiouxcity.org 

2915 Glenn Ave. – Sioux City, IA  51106 

Jean’s Office Hours – Mon & Tues mornings 

Pastor Erica by Appointment 

Pastor’s E-mail pastormacc2017@gmail.com 

 

November 2018 
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Rev’s Reflections  

For Americans participating in our system of governance of, by, and for the 
people, “election” means an opportunity to exercise our legally protected 
right to choose.  As a citizens of earthly empire, most of us take this right 

very seriously. 
  
And yet, as Christians, we are first and foremost citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
Citizenship in God’s kingdom depends upon God’s election of us.  Citizenship in God’s 
kingdom is a privilege that comes with responsibilities. 
  
 One of those responsibilities is goodwill, a quality distinctly lacking in public discourse.  This 
is nothing new.  Five centuries ago, Christians across Europe were putting one another to 
the sword over religious differences within the faith.  From this conflict came the Second 
Helvetic Confession, one of only ten historic statements of faith included in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Book of Confessions.   
  
Amid religious and political upheaval that made our own times look like a pleasant 
afternoon picnic, the Second Helvetic issued this plea:  “Although God knows who are 
[God’s], and here and there mention is made of the small number of elect, yet we must 
hope well of all, and not rashly judge any [one] to be a reprobate.” 
  
Liberals – hope well of your more conservative neighbors.  Conservatives – hope well of 

your more liberal neighbors.  Those of you in the middle – hope well of all.  Only God knows 

for sure who the citizens of the kingdom are.  As for our neighbors, they will know we are 

Christians by our love.                             Pastor Erica 

 
  Saturday – Nov. 3rd -   8 – 10 am ….. We offer our thanks 

and gratitude to our “Upstairs Maid” – Sol Murad and our 

“Downstairs Maid” – Larry Horky.   The guys do a wonderful job 

of keeping the church spic and span -  but some tasks aren’t 

done on a weekly basis – and it’s time to get them done.   We 

hope to see you all there to help with some of those larger maintenance projects ….  In 

true Presbyterian tradition – Coffee and donuts provided !!! 

 Haul out the Holly … Hanging of the Greens will be held on Sunday, 

Nov. 25th , the first Sunday in Advent .   Many hands make light work so we 

hope you can stay and help.       

  Cutters Club  Join us on Sunday, November 4 at 4:00 p.m. at Johnny 

Mars (2401 5th St) for our annual Thanksgiving dinner and meeting. 



Cookies – Cider – and Five Minutes of Fame  

Living Nativity – Dec 16th … 

5:30 – 7 pm … Faith United parking lot … 

 We have the animals – now we need the 

people !!!   Animals are a nice touch when you 

look at a Nativity Scene but – let’s face it – 

without the people it would be a bit lacking !    

We are now about to present our 11th annual 

Living Nativity portrayal – our Gift to the people 

of Siouxland.   If you would be willing to help here’s what we need …. 

Someone to make 4 angel costumes and 4 Joseph costumes ( fabric & pattern 

provided) – 

6 healthy souls with strong backs … to help with the set-up process.   This begins 

at 3 pm on the 16th and ends with the “take down” at 7 pm.   We provide an endless 

cup of coffee, cocoa, cider and cookies to keep you occupied during your downtime. 

AND … about 20+ people willing to stand outside ( costumes are warm and come 

with hand and foot warmers ) and portray one of the characters – no lines to learn – 

just a desire to share the real meaning of Christmas with the Siouxland community  

    Every year we have approximately 550 people drive through the event as a way to 

start their holiday off right … We hope you’ll help make this possible.    Watch the 

bulletin boards for sign-up sheets coming soon!   

Cookie Walk  

       Cookie Walk is just 

around the corner … and 

this year it will feature a 

Craft Corner as well.    So, 

please look in those cook books and recipe boxes, 

watch those grocery ads for good sales on flour, sugar, chips, etc. and make your list 

so you will be able to bring lots and lots of pretty holiday cookies for us to sell … and 

keep those crochet hooks, knitting needles, etc. flying as well to make any home 

crafted items to be sold as well.   Bring along those homemade jams, jellies and other 

goodies as well.   We want to provide a complete holiday goodie station for people who 

are buying gifts – or just not wanting to go through the hassle of baking.   

      The Cookie Walk will be held on Sat., Dec. 6th from 9 – 11 am so …. Let the 

season take wing !!! 



 

Children’s Christmas Program  entitled  - “Christmas.. The 

Songs, The Symbols, The Scenes and The Savior”  -   will be 

held during morning worship at  10:30 am on Dec. 16th.   …The 

kids are very busy learning their songs – their bell numbers and 

their parts.   The service will also feature a slide presentation 

created by the Jr / Sr High class and the traditional Nativity 

Presentation.    We hope you will come and worship with us as we celebrate the 

season with our youngest members and friends. 

     Westminster extends its sympathy to the 

family of Joan Mize.  Joan was a member of 

Westminster for the past 19 years.  A truly 

gentle and hospitable lady, Joan always had 

a smile and hello for everyone she met and 

we always enjoyed her special music 

offerings during the summer months.  We 

hope her family and friends all feel the love and support of her 

church family as they move through this time of transition.   

            We also wish to offer our sympathies to the family of Edna 

Lindgren.   Edna passed away a little over a week ago.   Edna had 

been a member of Westminster in the 1980s but we always felt she 

had a connection to us through her daughter in law, Melissa 

(Mackie) Lindgren.    

    Both of these ladies were wonderful cooks, had wonderful 

senses of humor and truly liked people and enjoyed sharing their joy with everyone 

around them.  Loosing any member of a family is hard but losing a mother / 

grandmother is especially difficult.  Our parents seem to be the glue that holds the keys 

to family traditions and memories.   

     May wonderful memories bring these families smiles and a sense of peace during 

these difficult days.   
 

Give Him A Call …   -   I just heard from Craig and I am happy to report 

that John Wansink is doing well in rehab and improving steadily.    Cards 

can still be sent to him at his home address and will be delivered to him – 

or if you wish to give him a call his new phone # is 757-402-2498 .  Hey, 

John … get well soon!   We all miss seeing you in church. 



 

Remember in Your Prayers   

The Mize family                     Lindgren family       

Val Jean Fredrickson             Phyllis Olson 

Marv Jessen           John Wansink         

Jan Loewen                    Bev Howard  John Lund     

Doug DeStigter (Doug had his knee replaced on Friday but is doing well and healing at home) 

 

 

                    No October financial report provided 

 
Westminster Corporation / Finance Committe:  Jan Culver, Jerry Forbes 
(chair), Larry Horky, Jim Jackson, Susan Logsdon 
 

 

 
CROP WALK – 

It  was a Beautiful Day for a Walk – and a 
Great Cause too… 

 
     Thank you one and all to our donors and 
our walkers for their participation in the 2018 
CROP walk.    
      We had 8 walkers and raised a total of 
$690 for this wonderful cause.    Thanks 
again, everyone ! 
  
Our walkers – Sol & Mary Murad, Jeri 
Ducommun, Judy Miller, Russ Clifford, Erica MacCreaigh and Jennifer and Emma 
Walters  
 

Church Service Help ….  

            It is always a privilege to be able to help serve a special event for 

any of our members and friends.   We are now revising the list of people 

who willing to help with funeral luncheons, etc.   There will be a sign up 

sheet on the board soon.   If you are willing help with this service, ( 

which involves helping with set-up, calling for food, providing food, 

serving at the event and cleanup --- and no one person needs to do it 

all) please sign up for either the Jan – June list or the July – December list.   We will be 

putting the list in the yearbook in January.    

Thanks in advance for your willingness to serve. 



        Thank you from Larry and Barb Horky to all those who helped to 

make their 50th anniversary so very special.   Whether you attended the 

party, sent a card or simple kept them in your prayers during this 

milestone in their married life – they wish to thank you all.   

 

   We are starting to work on the Children’s Christmas Program now 

during or Sunday School hour.  Age 3 – grade 5 meets at 10:30 and the Jr. 

High class meets at 9 am.   We are working on songs, parts, etc. and the 

Jr. High class is working on a Powerpoint Photo presentation.   Parents – 

please make every effort to bring your children to their class so we can 

keep practicing together.   

Session Highlights…10/11/2018 

 Discussion of 5th Sunday treats/coffee 

 Session approved Pam Stephan request to be excused from 

session meetings until April. 

 Session approved the purchase of a new office computer with a range of $1000 - 

$1500 with money coming from the memorial committee 

 Session approved that Corporation can proceed with security system upgrades. 

 Session approved Communion on Dec. 21st 

 Session approved the baptism of Dexter Drew on November 25th 

 Session approved Doug DeStigter as the elder to assist the baptism on Nov. 25th. 

 Session approved a second fall clean up day on November 3 from 8:00 – 10:00 

 

Deacon Doings…10/7/ 2018 

 Balance on hand in the deacon’s account is $817.07 ( this includes 

donations designated for the food pantry) 

 The reverse offering for kitchen supplies was held during September.  

It was a huge success and we extend our thanks to all who 

participated. 

 Home communion was taken during September to Jan Loewen, Naomi & John 

Wansink, Joyce Beals, Bernice Spink, Norma and Joetta King 

 Crop Walk will be held Sun., Oct. 21st   Russ will again be the contact person and 

Information and sign up sheets are on the table in the narthex. 

 The membership roll was discussed and the committee would like some direction 

from session on guidelines for membership requirements. 

 Trunk or Treat will be held on Sun., Oct. 28th at 4 pm in the parking lot.  It was 

decided to put the event on Facebook for publicity.  

 Our next meeting will be Nov. 11th rather then the 4th. 

 



November Birthdays and Anniversaries …                                                     

1 Bob & Marilyn Loghry 9 Jean Turner 

1 Brylee Murad 17 Tom Mackie 

2 Beulah Thompson 19 Mary Murad 

6 Darleen Volkert 20 Abbey Minten 

8 Rachel Turner 26 Judy Bolton 

  28 Joyce Beals 

 

November  at Westminster 

Elder of the Month: Pam Pfautsch  Ushers:  Loghry – Jessen - Jackson 

Sun., Oct. 28 Pastor Erica’s vacation begins after worship and runs through Nov. 11th 

Sun., Oct. 28 4 – 5 pm Trunk or Treat 

Sun., Nov. 4 9:00 am Sunday School – Grade 6 - Adult 

 10:30 am Worship – Lorna Peters filling the pulpit 
Sunday School – Age 3 – Grade 5 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

 4:00 pm Cutters’ Thanksgiving Dinner at Johnnie Mars 

Wed., Nov. 7 5:30 pm Corporation Committee Meeting 

 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Sun., Nov. 11 9:00 am Sunday School – Grade 6 - Adult 

 10:30 am Worship w/ the Lords’ Supper – Rev. Rex Wentzel in pulpit 
Sunday School – Age 3 – Grade 5 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee – Deacon’s Meeting 

 5:00 pm CE and Worship Committee Meetings 

 6:00 pm Session Meeting 

Tues., Nov. 13 6:00 pm Women’s Fellowship 

Wed., Nov. 14 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Sun., Nov. 18 9:00 am Sunday School – Grade 6 - Adult 

 10:30 am Worship  
Sunday School – Age 3 – Grade 5 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee  

  7:00 pm Thanksgiving Communion / Pie Luck 

Wed., Nov. 21 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Sun., Nov. 25  First Sunday in Advent 

 9:00 am Sunday School – Grade 6 - Adult 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday School – Age 3 – Grade 5 

 11:30 am Hanging of the Greens followed by a light lunch 

 Noon Newsletter Deadline 

Tues., Nov. 27 10:00 am Women’s Coffee 

Wed., Nov. 28 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Thurs., Nov. 29 9:00 am Men’s Coffee 

Pastor Erica will be gone from Oct. 29th – Nov. 10th.  Pastor Dave Koehler will 

cover pastoral emergencies (712-276-3121). Erica will be available by phone Oct. 

29 – Nov.1 and she will be back in time for committees and Session on the 11th.  



Westminster Presbyterian Church 

2915 Glenn Ave. 

Sioux City, IA  51106 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Thanksgiving we hear a lot about “Counting Our Blessings”.  

This can be taken many ways.  We can count the number of times we 

eat during the day.  We can count the pairs of designer jeans in our 

closet.  We can compare our lifestyle to that of others.  But, how often 

do we realize that blessings come not only in what we have … but in 

what we give away.   

There’s an old hymn called “Make me a blessing “.  We can BE 

blessings. Little old us.  People…regular folk with spreading waistlines 

and thinning hair.   WE can make a huge difference in the lives of those 

we encounter on a daily basis.  

It has been said that: 

                    As I love and encourage others …   I lift up Jesus, 

        I serve Jesus,  I imitate Jesus ..  And I, too, am blessed. –  

It’s great to sit at the table and remember and recount the events of the last 12 months with 

our families and friends.  But, don’t stop there.  Set aside a moment … somewhere between the 

turkey and the stuffing … slipped in between the first and second pieces of pumpkin pie and make a 

plan for the year that lies ahead.    

How can you be a “blessing” to the world?  How can God use YOU to spread HIS love.    You 

never know when the chance may arrive so be ready.   Let’s make 2019 the year that Westminster is 

a Blessing to not only her members, but also the community and the world.   


