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This Summer we’re Goin’ Fishin’  !!! 

     The members of the CE Committees from Westminster and Faith United met 
on Sunday, April 22nd and chose curriculum for this year’s Vacation Bible School.   
We will be using Gone Fishin’ and the stories we will be hearing are all related to 
fish and water -  Jonah and the Whale – Noah and the Ark – Feeding of the 5000 
– The Disciples Fishing for Men – and Jesus Walking on Water.   

      We will kick off our plans with an appearance in the 
Morningside Days Parade on Thursday, May 17th.   If you 
would like to help us prepare for and walk or ride in the 
parade – we would love to have you.   We will be decorating 
our entry with a VERY BIG catch … The kids also want to 
pass out candy again this year so we will be needing 
donations of small, wrapped candy or cash donations we 
could use to purchase candy.    

 

        In short – we need Walkers, Riders, Fish Makers, Float Decorators, Candy Throwers, Bubble 
Fillers and Candy donators at this time.  If you would like to participate, please let us know.   We 
would love to have you join us as we spread the word about our 2 churches, Morningside Ministry 
Partners, and our joint Bible School program.   

Westminster Witness 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion –May 13  - – 10:30 am 

 

westpres@siouxlan.net … 712-276-3613 
www.westminstersiouxcity.org 

2915 Glenn Ave. – Sioux City, IA  51106 

Jean’s Office Hours – Mon & Tues mornings 

Pastor Erica by Appointment 

Pastor’s E-mail pastormacc2017@gmail.com 
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Our 2018 Graduates  - We offer our heartiest congratulations to the 
Westminster Class of 2018.. We have watched all of these kids grow up in the 
halls of this church and we want them to know that – without a doubt – the love 
and prayers of this congregation will go with them wherever they may roam.   
You are an awesome group and the world will be a better place because of 
what you each will bring to the table.   

 Drew Walters, the son of Jennifer Walters and grandson of Russ & Marilyn Clifford, will graduate 
from East High on May 26th.  He will be continuing his education at Western 
Iowa Tech.  He has been taking classes the past 2 years towards a Fire 
Science degree.  In the fall he will take the EMT course and then take the civil 
service exam which will allow him to get on the list to be a Fire Fighter. 

 There will be a graduation party for Drew held in the Fellowship Hall 
on Sunday, May 27th from 2 - 5 pm.   All are invited to come and wish him well 
as he begins this new and exciting adventure. 

 

Teanna Davila, daughter of Jill and grand-daughter of Sol & Mary Murad, will 

graduate from East High on May 26th also.   Teanna plans to head to Iowa City 

and the University of Iowa in August to begin work on her nursing degree.    A 

graduation party for Teanna will be held  on Sunday, June 3rd from 1- 4 pm at 

Buffalo Alice … 1022 4th Street, in downtown Sioux City.   All are invited to come 

and help her celebrate  this new chapter in her life.   

 

Emily Ducommun, daughter of Kurt and grand-daughter of Jeri Ducommun, 

spent many of her young years worshiping with us and attending Sunday 

School at Westminster.   She  will graduate on May 5th from Wayne State 

College with a degree in Science Nutrition.   

 

And in their honor …. Let’s Eat CAKE !!!   Make plans to come 

down for coffee on Sunday, May 27th after worship as we 

celebrate with our 2018 graduates.    

Summer Church Camp …   Lakeshore Center in Okoboji is ready to take registrations for this 

year’s camping season … Brochures listing all the camps are available in the narthex or can be 

downloaded at                                    

https://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org/summer-camp.html 

       This year’s camp theme is Beyond Belief ???    Camps will be 

held from June 10th – August 4th.     Christian Education committee 

will once again offer camp scholarships for Westminster children wishing to attend camp.   We will 

help with the cost of 1 camp per season per child and we pay ¼ the cost of the camp fees up to $100.  

If you would like more information on this assistance, see Pam Pfautsch, Pam Stephan or Mary 

Murad. 

https://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org/summer-camp.html
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Pages from the Pastor !! 

Rev’s Reflections   ….  

       By now, most of us have long since packed away the Easter baskets, 

polished off the last discolored egg salad sandwich (mottled blue from food-

safe dye), vacuumed up all the stray strands of pink plastic grass, and bid a 

wistful goodbye to Marshmallow Peeps (don’t worry – they’ll be back for 

Fourth of July.)  It seems like Easter is all over and done, especially since we 

haven’t exactly won big this year in the Seasonable Spring Weather Lottery. 

 

For the church, Easter Sunday marks the beginning of the Easter Season.  Peter Cottontail may have 

taken off down the bunny trail, but in our church year, the time between Easter Sunday and Pentecost 

marks the time the resurrected Jesus spent on earth putting the finishing touches on the formation of 

his disciples, bolstering their faith, forgiving their shortcomings, and commissioning them to go forth 

as his gospel messengers to the world: 

 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations.” ~Luke 24:46-47 

 

For Christians, Easter is never over because Christ remains risen and his gospel remains true.  Light 

shines in the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it.  Death lies defeated in the wake of 

the resurrection.  Hearts of stone become hearts of flesh and the slaughtered Lamb and Lord of Lords 

are one.   

 

This Easter Season, let us reflect on the presence of the resurrected Christ in history, appearing to a 

rag tag group of social outsiders for several weeks before returning to the heavenly realms, having 

made everything ready for the Holy Spirit’s outpouring onto the seeds of the Christian church.  And let 

us remember ourselves as the very Body of Christ, his presence in a world where God continues to 

renew human beings through repentance and forgiveness.  This is the never-ending good news of the 

gospel:  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed.  Let all the people say Alleluia!   ….. Pastor Erica 

 

Adult Christian Education:  What Does 

Revelation Reveal??? 

     By popular demand, the adult bible study group will 

spend the remainder of the school year tackling one of 

the Bible’s trickiest texts:  Revelation!  Think you have 

to be an End Times aficionado to appreciate the Bible’s 

big finish?  Think again!  Revelation has a lot to say 

about the Christian experience in our own time.  Think 

Tim LaHaye and Hal Lindsay had the last word on the Bible’s last book?  Think again!  People of faith 

all over the world continue to wrestle with the meaning of Revelation and to apply its lessons to the 

daily struggles of Christian life.  Don’t let beasts, a dragon, well-coiffed locusts, and four-faced angels 

scare you off!  Join your fellow “Westministers” as we explore Revelation’s ancient wisdom and 

modern message.  Coffee’s on and class begins at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays. 
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Spotlight on Ministry: Fifth Sunday  … Pages from the Pastor continued …. 

Building and Grounds… 

Thank you to everyone who has made offerings into the Building and Grounds fund.  We are making 

great progress toward our goal of $12,000 for new furnaces, thanks to your offerings and generous 

allocations from our Memorial Fund.  We are 75% of the way there!   

 As we edge into warmer weather, remember the pleasure of 

worshipping in “climate comfort” and continue your support of 

the care and maintenance of our aging building.  

                                                                   …..Pastor Erica 

 

How happy is the one you choose to bring close, 

the one who lives in your courtyards! 

We are filled full by the goodness of your house, 

by the holiness of your temple.  ~ Psalm 65:4 

                                                         

*************************************************************************************************** 

Christian Education Committee News …. 

Summer Break …     Sunday, May 20th will be our last day of 
Sunday School and Children’s Church for the summer.   It sounds 
as if Adult Education hour will continue through the summer 
months though.  We look forward to seeing you all back in the fall !   
The committee would like to thank all those who work so hard 

offering a great educational experience at Westminster.   We also thank the 
congregation for their help in supporting our projects with your funds – and our children 
with your prayers. .   You are very much appreciated 
                                                …… Mary Murad, Pam Pfautsch & Pam Stephan  

  

Remember in Your Prayers …   Naomi Wansink               Beulah Thompson 

 Joyce Davidson                Joyce Beals                     Donna Krause       

         

  Financial Balances    -   as of 4/11/2018 

Checking...............$  9,640.46   
Savings ………….$ 44,021.85 
Building Fund …. .$   8,439.92 
Elevator Fund …...$  1,060.00                             

                …The Finance Committee – Jan Culver, Jim Jackson, Susan Logsdon, Larry Horky, & Jerry Forbes 



 www. WestminsterSiouxCity.org             5 
 

   

Congratulations,  confirmands!      Congratulations to Emma Walters and Logan 

Nelson.   We are so proud of you and want to welcome you into the  

Westminster Family of Faith. 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Deacon Doings …  

 Balance on  hand in the Deacon’s account is $605.75 ( includes $59 from Easter 

Breakfast ) 

 Total One Great Hour of Sharing offering was $506.70 

 Remaining Back Pack date with Faith United is April 30th. 

 Communion was taken to Bernice Spink, Darleen Volkert and Jane Buettner by 

Pastor Erica and Marilyn Clifford on March 10th. 

 We discussed a few new passion possibilities and will look into the feasibility of the projects. 

 Pastor Erica and Marilyn will deliver home communion on April 10th.  

 

Coffee Money to Deacons     The Session has decided that from this point 

forward all money donated during coffee hours will be deposited in the 

Deacon’s Fund. 

 

 

Session Highlights –  

 Next Corporation Committee meeting will be at 5:30 on May 16th. 

 The 2017 Session minutes were approved without exception at the 

Record Review on April 7th. 

 Session voted to approve changing regular session meeting to May 20th. 

 Session voted to approve the CE Committee up to $100.00 to walk in the Morningside Days 

parade. 

 Session voted to approve that all the coffee money goes to the Deacon’s fund moving forward.  
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May Birthdays and Anniversaries …    

2 Ava Ricklefs 11 Dave Binder 

4 Judy Miller 12 Allen Zevenbergen 

6 Ben Ricklefs 22 Connie Timmers 

8 Judy Skoglund 24 Diane Bailey 

8 Marv & Vickie Jessen 24 Sol & Mary Murad 

9 John Prescott 25 Mark Tucker 

10 Red & Marilynn DeStigter 25 Rich & Diane Bailey 

11 Danny Duncan 30 Jeff & Susan Logsdon 

 

                                                    

Ushers needed …. The Worship Committee would like to ask for your help 

over the rest of 2018.   We only have ushers signed up for  3 of the remaining 8 

months so – sign up today if you can help.  The sheet is on the bulletin board.  

Cook Book …  The Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee group is still 

working on plans for a Sweet Treats cookbook to be ready to sell by 

this year’s Cookie Walk.   If you haven’t turned in your favorite recipes 

yet, please do so soon.   Recipes can be left in the office in the folder 

marked Recipes or given directly to Cindy Backer.   

Memorial Day … Although a lot of people might think Memorial 

Day is a holiday just to have a long weekend, it is so much more.  
        Memorial Day was a response to the unprecedented carnage 
of the Civil War, in which some 620,000 soldiers on both sides 
died. The loss of life and its effect on communities throughout the 
country led to spontaneous commemorations of the dead:   In 
1864, women and others began scattering flowers across the 
cemeteries to honor those who had gone to war and die in service 
to their country.    
        On May 5, 1868, Union hero,  Major General Logan, issued 
General Orders No. 11, which set aside May 30, 1868 "for the 
purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the 
graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the 
late rebellion."• The orders expressed hope that the observance 
would be "kept up from year to year while a survivor of the war remains to honor the memory 
of his departed comrades." 
 
So – this year – as you picnic in parks, fire up those grills and gather for a fun day, take time 
remember and to teach your children the true meaning of the day …. Instill in them, and renew 
in yourself,  the sense of patriotism and respect due those who gave their all to preserve the 
freedoms we so enjoy today.   • 
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                          May at  Westminster 

Adult Sunday School begins at 9 am through May 20th -   
All other classes begin at 9:15. 

                   Weekly Choir Practice – Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am      Coffee – 11:30 am 

Elder of the Month –  Marilynn DeStigter       Ushers –  

 

Sat., May 5 5:30 pm Cutter’s Club Potluck 

Sun., May 6 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee and Deacons’ Meeting 

Tues., May 8 6:00 pm Women’s Fellowship 

Sun., May 13 Happy Mother’s Day !!! 

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee  

Wed., May 16 5:30 pm Corporation Committee Meeting 

Sun., May 20 Pentecost – Wear Red 

 9:15 am Sunday School 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee  

 5:00 pm Christian Ed & Worship Committee Meetings 

 6:00 pm Session Meeting 

  Newsletter Deadline 

Tues., May 22 10:00 am Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee 

Thurs., May 24  9:00 am Men’s Coffee 

Sun., May 27th  9:00 am Adult Sunday School 

 10:30 am Worship 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee / Graduation Sunday 

 
Please Note …  Our worship time will remain at 10:30 am through the summer 

months. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art work courtesy of Emma 

Nelson … Thanks Emma, for 

helping us grow our church. 

                 …Pastor Erica  
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

2915 Glenn Ave. 
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A message for my Mother … 

 
There is a love I feel this year  

as I think about the days 

When messages are often sent to 

 loved ones far away. 

It’s a love that once was given  

                                                                  but now the giver’s gone, 

The love that comes from mother within me still is strong 

 

Though my feelings need expression, and my heart is overflowing, 

I have a calm assurance from the certainty of knowing 

That I possess a Messenger who intercedes on my behalf. 

The promise of the scriptures say all I need do is ask 

 

So heavenly Father, will you send from me 

A message to my mother --- 

I know she’s there at home with you; 

Please tell her that I love her. 


