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Sunday School Update …. From singing and 

playing bells during worship …. To creating  “Bible 

Reader Buddies” … making  magnifying glasses to 

remind them of the story of the Lost Coin … AND 

beginning to relate how they use what they learn in class 

to truly believe that “Standing on the Promises” of the 

Bible helps us as we face daily life...  We’re a BUSY 

bunch. 

     The students in Grades 3 – 5 are embarking on an extended study of the 12 Disciples, exploring 

the life stories and personal characteristics of each disciple – and how we 

can strive to live out those same strengths in our lives.  Right now the 

disciples we have studied have been known for their desire to study 

scriptures,   eagerness to help with no thought of getting credit and  

without deceipt or deception.   Sounds like good goals for all of us.  Why 

not hop on board with us as we strive to treat each other in the manner God 

actually intended.  Please keep our class in your prayers as we attempt to 

Live as Disciples throughout Lent and into the rest of our lives.  

Westminster Witness 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion ––  

Sun., Mar. 11 – 10:30 am 
Thurs. Mar 29 – 7 pm  

westpres@siouxlan.net … 712-276-3613 
www.westminstersiouxcity.org 

2915 Glenn Ave. – Sioux City, IA  51106 

Jean’s Office Hours – Mon & Tues - mornings 

Pastor Erica by Appointment 

Pastor’s E-mail pastormacc2017@gmail.com 

 

March 2018 

mailto:westpres@siouxlan.net
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HOLY WEEK  

Events and Services at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

Homemade soup and home-baked bread in 
the Fellowship Hall 

Soup Supper 

March 29, 6:30 p.m. 

 

“You also should do as  

I have done to you.” 

Maundy Thursday Service of  

Foot-washing and Communion 

March 29, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Prepare your heart to receive 

the blessings of Easter 

Good Friday Joint Worship 
Service of Siouxland Presbyterian 

Churches 

March 30, 7:00 p.m. 

EASTER SUNDAY 

at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

April 1, 2018 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

 

Recommit to life in Christian 
community 

Service of Reaffirmation 

of Baptism 

8:30 a.m. 

Enjoy a home-cooked meal with 
friends old and new in the 

Fellowship Hall 

“The Lord’s Breakfast” 

9:15 a.m. 

 

Easter Celebration of the 
Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ  

with Service of Confirmation for  

Emma Walters and Logan Nelson 

10:30 a.m. 
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More opportunities for a meaningful Lent! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Lenten Lunches 

presenting 

“People of the Passion” 

by Rev. Dr. Tom Murray 

at 

First Presbyterian Church 

608 Nebraska St 

Sioux City, IA 51101 

 

Join Presbyterians from across 
Siouxland for a home-cooked meal 
and thoughtful reflections on the 
legacies of the witnesses to Jesus’ 
passion.  Contact Pastor Erica if 
you’d like to carpool!  Noon – 
12:45 p.m. 

 

March 2:  Pilate 

March 9:  Barabbas 

March 16:  Simon of Cyrene 

March 23:  The Thief 

Interfaith Community 

Passover Seder 

March 11, 2018 

10:oo a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

and 

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

at 

Congregation Beth Shalom 

815 38th, Sioux City, IA 51104 

 

Join Rabbi Greene and the 
congregation of Beth Shalom for 
an authentic Jewish Pass-over 
Seder.  Tickets are $10.  Call 712-
255-1990 to sign up.  Pastor Erica 
will host a discussion after 
worship on March 18 about 
Seder’s significance for Christian 
understanding of the Last Supper. 
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Rev’s Reflections 

And [after Jesus’s baptism] the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 

wilderness.  He was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and 

he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  – Mark 1:12-13 

 

Despite its brevity, two things stand out in Mark’s retelling of Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness.  First, 

we see the challenge of being loved by God.  No sooner does the Spirit descend upon Jesus like a 

dove and the voice of God declare to him, “You are my Beloved with whom I am well pleased,” than 

the same Spirit runs Jesus out of town and into the wilderness.  Clearly, for Jesus, God’s favor did not 

come cheap. 

 

Second, we’re told that Jesus was tempted by Satan, with the wild beasts, and waited upon by 

angels.  Forces that oppose God are never far removed from the life of faith and mountaintop 

experiences all too often meet the temptations, distractions, and dilutions of life “down in the valley.”  

Jesus withstood those temptations, but not alone.  According to Mark’s gospel, he had the help of 

angels. 

 

So do we.  All of us take our turn in the wilderness and we can take comfort knowing that not even 

the Son of God was left on his own.  Angels are all around us, despite the terrors of life that seem to 

come from all sides.  Presbyterian minister and early childhood educator, Fred Rogers, wrote this in 

1986:  “‘Always look for the helpers,’ [my mother would] tell me.  ‘There’s always someone who is 

trying to help.’  I did, and I came to see that the world is full of doctors and nurses, police and firemen, 

volunteers, neighbors and friends who are ready to jump in to help when things go wrong.” 

As we take the 40-day Lenten walk together this year, look around you and consider the angels in 

your life.  They may be family members or friends.  They may be neighbors or strangers.  Rest 

assured, God intends for none of us to navigate the wilderness alone.  

Angels are everywhere in life.  Will you let them do their job in yours? 

 

Easter Plants …     If you would like to bring a plant to the church to help 

us decorate for the Easter Service,  we would love to have your floral tributes 

add to the beauty of this special morning.    Plants can be given to the Glory 

of God or in honor or remembrance of someone.   Please mark the plant 

clearly with your name and and fill out a slip available from the ushers, in this 

letter or in your bulletins.    Plants can be taken home any time after the  

worship service on April 1st.  
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Easter Egg Hunt …     Our Easter Egg Hunt plans have 

changed a little for this year.   Due to the iffy nature of the 

weather this early in the month of April we have decided to not 

advertise to the community – but rather do a special event for 

our church families and their friends – and our church friends 

from Faith United.   We have some really fun and exciting 

activities planned.   We will be having an Egg Drop, Cookie 

Decorating, some Games and much more.  These will be 

followed by an Egg Hunt.  Outside or inside will be determined 

by the weather, and we will finish up the fun with a scavenger hunt, culminating with a bag of goodies 

for each child to be “found” in a very special location.  Please let us know by Palm Sunday, March 

25th, if you will be attending the Egg Hunt and if your childen are bringing friends.   A reply form is in 

the newsletter and will be in your bulletins for the next few weeks. 

If you want to donate candy or cash to help with this event, please give your donation to Mary 

Murad, Pam Pfautsch, or Jean Turner.   Your contributions make it possible for us to have a really 

outstanding, fun event.    

 

Adult Christian Education:  Lenten study 

During Lent (2/18 – 3/25), class participants will take a journey through Egypt and Israel 
as we explore the life and faith of Moses.  We’ll be using Adam Hamilton’s book and 

video series:  Moses:  In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet.  Each class is offered twice; at 5:30 
pm on Thursdays and 9:00 am on Sundays.  Please notify Pastor Erica if you are interested in 
studying with us so she can order a copy of the book for you.  Books are $11.50 for regular print, 
$14.00 for large print.  Financial assistance to purchase the book is available. 

Spotlight on Ministries:  Corporation          With the recent restructure of Session, the 

former Corporation, Stewardship and Finance Committee, and Building and Grounds 

Committee have been combined into one standing committee under the name 

“Corporation.”  Five of Session’s ten seated elders will serve on the Corporation 

Committee in 2018.  Committee members are  Jan Culver, Jerry Forbes, Larry 

Horky, Jim Jackson and Susan Logsdon.  This committee will continue to oversee 

the church’s finances and maintain the physical plant. 

Your Offerings at Work 

Thanks to all of those who have made donations to the Building Fund  and a generous 

donation from Dr. Harry & Jeanne Robison, we are now halfway to our goal of $12,000 

for two new furnaces.  If God is calling you to help heat our building for years to come, 

please use the envelopes located in the pews to donate to the Building Fund or write 

“Building Fund” in the notes field on your check.  Thank you! 
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Remember in Your Prayers …      

  

 Jan Loewen  John McKinley   

            Joyce Beals 

                                                                                 March 11
th
 !!! 

Financial Report …  

Checking..............$  5,044.23 as of Feb. 11, 2018 
Savings ………….$49,021.85 as of Feb. 11, 2018 
   
                                                  The Finance Committee 

                      

Deacon Doings …  

 Balance on Hand in Deacons’ Fund - $825.53 

 Thank you notes were received from the Crittenton Center and the Food Bank 

 Valentines for Vets will be collected through Feb. 11th and taken to the Vet 

Center for distribution. 

 Remaining Back Pack dates with Faith United are Feb. 26 and April 30.  All dates 

are at 6:00 pm at the Food Bank 

 Communion was taken to Darlene Volkert and Bernice Spink 

 The church t-shirt design was approved and Liz will prepare order blanks for them. 

 

 

Session Highlights –  

 Session approved to lock the back door handle NOT the deadbolt, 

leave the front door unlocked, and have an adult out in the narthex 

during the service. 

 Session passed to schedule a training with Officer Dutler with the session and deacons after 

Easter. 

 Session approved the use of the Fellowship Hall on March 17 from 9:00 – 12:00 for Session 

Records Review and New Clerks Training. 

 Session approved Mary Forbes as the elder commissioner to the 2018 Presbytery meetings. 

 Session approved the 2018 leave request for Pastor Erica. 

 Session approved the adult CE Lenten Study curriculum “Moses: In the Footsteps of the 

Reluctant Prophet” by Adam Hamilton. 

 Session approved Jen Walters and Mary Murad to use the church for their graduation parties. 

 Session approved that the Corporation committee will start an active Capital Campaign to raise 

funds for an elevator to be installed in the church at an approximate cost of $150,000.00 

 Session approved removal of the ceiling tiles in the front entryway, to restore the finish of the 

original wood beam ceiling, and to add a new light fixture.  
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March  Birthdays and Anniversaries …    

3 Larry & Roxie Murren 21 Jeff  Logsdon 

8 Addison Ricklefs 21 John & Naomi Wansink 

10 Doug DeStigter 26 Doug & Janet  DeStigter 

16 Roger Beck 29 Jim Jackson 

17 Dave & Kathy Binder 29 Marilynn DeStigter 

18 Pat Mackie 30 Janet DeStigter 

 

Thank you … 

Dear Christian Friends,  Thanks for being a friend at a time when we needed 

your prayers.  Gary was very ill with pneumonia and a severe infection.   Thank 

God for his recovery.   Brenda & I are well now !!    Also thanks to the Deacon’s 

for the Fruit basket and cookies!  Also the Valentine.  

                                                                         Sincerely   Jane Buettner Gary & Brenda 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:   HUNGER – DISASTER - DEVELOPMENT 

     A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural 
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. 

     The Westminster Board of Deacons has designated Palm Sunday as the day we will receive our 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering.   On that Sunday we will receive and dedicate the donations of 
the congregations – and the donations gathered by our children in their “fish banks”.    Last year, 
Westminster was able to $325 for One Great Hour offering.  It is the goal of the Deacons to raise 
$350 this year.   

Graduates …   If you will be graduating this spring, please send us your photo 

and information so that you can be listed in the May newsletter !!!    We know that 

Teanna and Drew will be graduating from East High this spring and that Erika 

Murren will finish up her Elementary and Early Childhood Education degree as 

well.   Anyone else out there ???   Let us know ! We are so proud of you all. 

Congratulations, Chief Master Sergeant Loghry !!! …  The Westminster 
family is just that – a family… and we like to celebrate with our children and 
members at every opportunity.  As we prepare for another round of 
graduates from Westminster it’s always fun to see what our “kids” do as 
they become adults.   I was visiting with Bob and Marilyn Loghry a few 
weeks ago about how the kids are doing and they told me that Mike ( an 
“old” Westminster kid) recently received a promotion to Chief Master 
Sergeant of Security Forces at the 185th.   Congratulations, Mike … we are 
so proud to call you one of Westminster’s own.  Please know that wherever 
you go – and regardless of how long ago you graced our halls – our prayers 
and support go with you alway.   
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Thank you notes from our Christmas Mission Project …    

         submitted by Pastor & Clerk of Session   

Dear Presbyterian Friends,  Thank you very much 

for your thoughts & prayers during this difficult time   

Also, thank you for sending our kids the wonderful 

Christmas gifts.  It means the world that you guys 

are thinking of us this Christmas.   We will be 

reading our new bedtime stories tonight and Carly  

is already snuggling with “Mr. Wiggles, ” the new 

“stuffy”.   God Bless,                      

          The Littles   Time, Lee Ann, Cayson & Carly 

Dear Church Family -  My grandchildren were so delighted to be remembered by your congregation 

and so surprised to find gifts under the tree at our church on 

Christmas Eve.  You warmed many hearts!   Our community and our 

homes have a long way to go to find a new normal and it helps to 

know others are prayeing and caring for us.  We will be worshipng in 

our sanctuary or the first time since Harvey, this Sunday !   We are 

excited!  Many of us are still not in our homes so it will feel good to 

worship in our Sanctuary.    Thank you again for thinking of us and 

sharing the love of Christ!                            Theresa Smith 

 

     Hello Iowa from Rockport, Texas !   Thank you so much for 

generously sharing Christmas with youth members of the First 

Presbyterian Church in Rockport.   Sharing the joy with our 

congregation the day your kindness was announced, besidees this 

former Iowan, were regular Iowa winter Texas visitors from Storm 

Lake and Denison.  You all did Iowa proud ! 

As a resident of Rockport, a member of First Presbyterian Church, and once a member for 15 

years of the First Presbyterian Church in Boone, IA,   I was thrilled when our own Pastor Charles 

Schuler announced in mid-December the prayers, generous thoughts, and gifts from “Friends at 

Westminster Presbyterian in Sioux City, IA.” 

How well I remember from my years in Boone, when on a summer Sunday afternoon a tornado 

totally destroyed the farm of members of our church while we all sought safety in the church 

basement.   And, when the phone call to the church notified those member of their loss,  how 

immdiatly plans began for their recovery. 

Again, thank you for shairng Christmas joy with another small town far away in Texas.  God’s 

blessings in 2018 to all at Westminster Presbyterian.   – Sincerely - VeeAnn Wright 
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March  at  Westminster 
Adult Sunday School begins at 9 am -  All other classes begin at 9:15. 

       

Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am      Coffee – 11:30 am 
Elder of the Month –   Mary Murad       

Ushers – Julie Morgan  & Logan Nelson 

 

Thurs., March 1 5:30 pm Lenten Study  Week 3 

Sat., March 3 5:00 pm Cutters Club 

Sun., March 4 9:15 am Sunday School – Lenten Study Week 3 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee & Deacons’ Meeting 

Wed.., March 7 5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Thurs., March 8 5:30 pm Lenten Study  Week 4 

Sun., March 11 Daylight Savings Time Begins – Spring Forward 

 9:15 am Sunday School - Lenten Study Week 4 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Lord’s Supper   --- Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee  

 5:00 pm Committee Meetings 

 6:00 pm Session Meeting 

Tues., March 13 6:00 pm Women’s Fellowship 

Wed., March 14 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Thurs., March 15 5:30 pm Lenten Study  Week 5 

Sat., March 17 Presbytery Session records review & new clerk training 

Sun., March 18 9:15 am Sunday School – Lenten Study Week 5  

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee  

 Noon Newsletter Deadline 

Wed., March 21 5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Thurs., March 22 9:00 am Men’s Coffee 

 5:30 pm Lenten Study  Week 6    

Sun., March 25 9:15 am Sunday School – Lenten Study Week 6 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee        

Tues., March 27 10:00 am Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee 

Wed., March 28 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Thurs., March. 29 6:30 pm Homemade Soup and Bread Dinner 

 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Communion  & Foot Washing Service 

 7:00 pm Good Friday Joint Service of Sioux City Presbyterian Churches 

Sat., March. 31 1:00 pm Easter Egg Hunt 

: 8:30 am Service of Reaffirmation of Baptism 

        Breakfast Follows Service 

 9:15 am Sunday School  (no adult class ) 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church  Service of Confirmation 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church 

2915 Glenn Ave. 

Sioux City, IA  51106 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I shall meet tomorrow bravely, 

          I am stronger now, 

The disappointments that befell me 

        Strengthened me somehow. 

The dawn shall find my face uplifted, 

        Serene, in the sun, 

And with Him my problems sifted, 

       One by one. 

 

 

 

Through the remaining weeks of Lent, may 

you  seek God in all you do – your  joys, your 

sorrows, and your fears –  leaning on Him and 

feeling His presence – each step of the way. 

Then join us on April 1st to celebrate the 

ultimate SON RISE … 


