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Midwinter moment for mirth  …. Submitted by Pastor Erica                   

A Catholic priest, a Baptist minister, and a Presbyterian 
pastor die and go to heaven.  At the pearly gates, St. Peter 
says, “To get into heaven, you all need to answer one simple 
question.”  Turning to the priest, Peter asks, “What do we 
celebrate on Easter?” 

The priest says, “That’s easy!  Easter is when we celebrate the birth of Jesus to the 
Holy Virgin in a stable under a bright star…” 

St. Peter says, “Wrong!” and pushes a button and the priest falls through the clouds. 

Taking his turn, the Baptist minister says, “Actually, Easter is when we celebrate 
Moses rescuing the Israelites from slavery and the armies of Pharaoh by parting the 
waters of the Red Sea…” 

St. Peter says, “Wrong!” and pushes a button and the minister falls through the clouds. 

 The Presbyterian pastor then pipes up, “Well, I’ll give it a try.  Easter, if memory 
serves, is when we celebrate the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who emerged from a dark tomb on the third day.” 

“Wonderful!” St. Peter exclaims, to which the pastor continues, “Yes, but if he sees his 
shadow, we’ll have six more weeks of winter!”               
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Rev’s Reflections  

I didn’t grow up observing Lent.  For years I assumed Lent was for propping 
up people with disintegrating New Year’s resolutions.  I was so clueless that 
one Ash Wednesday, I said to a Catholic coworker, “Hey!  Did your kid draw 
on your face while you were sleeping?  I told you not to get rid of your TV!”  

 I had to eat lunch with a Jewish friend that day. 

After becoming Presbyterian, I still didn’t “get” Lent, but I tried.  At first, I gave up the usual suspects – 
chocolate, caffeine, and pop.  I figured giving up my favorite foods would help me identify with the 
plight of the poor.  This didn’t work, because after two days I realized that the poor aren’t starving for 
a lack of Coke and Lindor truffles.   I tried giving up reading trashy science fiction novels, thinking that 
I could spend Lent reading the Bible and thinking holy thoughts.  That backfired; I wound up binge-
watching the original Star Trek series on Netflix.  One year, I decided that not eating out during Lent 
would help me appreciate my own God-given gifts for meal planning, cooking, and self-care.  Not a 
good idea.  If it hadn’t been for Coke and Lindor truffles, I’d have starved to death.  I finally got so 
discouraged, I just gave up self-denial.  

It’s taken me a long time to understand that Lent isn’t just about individuals getting right with God.  
Like most of the church’s best practices, it’s about all of us being in this together.  This year, Ash 
Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day.  Bring your sweetheart to worship that evening to experience 
God’s incomparable love and desire for us.  Join your fellow “Westministers” on Sunday mornings or 
Thursday evenings, starting 2/15, to explore the life and ministry of Moses, the reluctant prophet 
leading an unruly people chosen to bring light to all the nations of the world.  Sunday worship will 
spotlight God’s covenants through the ages, culminating with the promise and glory of Easter 
morning.  

 The Apostle Paul spent the last years of his life preaching grace as 
a gift given by the risen Christ to the church, his body and breath in 
the world.  In I Thessalonians 5:11, Paul wrote: “Encourage one 
another, therefore, and build each other up, as indeed you are 
doing.”  Keep up the faithful work, my friends. 

 

Westminster’s New Year’s Resolutions: 

1. Lose five pounds.  Regain.  Repeat. 

2. Limit playing web Sudoku to three hours per day 

3. Use the front door to enter the church building! 

Friends, in an effort to improve the security of our building and the safety of our members, staff, and 

guests, we ask that you use the front entrance for church-wide events and worship services.  The 

back door will remain locked, including Sunday mornings.  If you prefer to enter through the back door 

Monday – Saturday and you don’t have a key, please ring the back door bell.  Contact Pastor Erica, 

Jerry Forbes, or Larry Horky with questions and comments about this new arrangement. 

 



 www. WestminsterSiouxCity.org             3 
 

 

 

Adult Christian Education:  Lenten study 

Join us for coffee, conversation, a sharing of viewpoints, and lots of laughter on Sunday 
mornings, 9:15 – 10:10.  During Lent (2/18 – 3/25), the class will take a journey through 

Egypt and Israel as we explore the life and faith of Moses.  We’ll be using Adam Hamilton’s book and 
video series:  Moses:  In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet.  Please notify Pastor Erica if you are 
interested in studying with us so she can order a copy of the book for you.  Books are $11.24 for 
regular print, $13.82 for large print.  Financial assistance to purchase the book is available. 

 

Presbyterian Practices:  A new column on how we “do” church 

Per capita (sort of like membership dues, but not exactly) allows 
Presbyterians to govern our churches the way we do, through elected 

councils at local, regional, and national levels.  It allows us to make decisions as a large national 
body.  Some of these decisions have enormous implications for Christian theology and way of life in 
our country.  It shows the world that Presbyterians work together and are united spiritually.  It helps 
us care for our clergy, preserve our history, and fund initiatives for future ministry.  

Per capita is an annual fee assessed on every active member of every Presbyterian church.  The 
Presbytery, the Synod, and the General Assembly all receive portions of the per capita.  The more of 
us who pay our own per capita each year, the less Westminster’s general budget has to cover.  This 
year’s per capita for each active member is $37.13.  Have a little extra to spare?  Consider covering 
all or part of someone else’s per capita.  Be sure to note “per capita” on your check.  For more 
information about per capita visit http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/per-capita/.  

Remember in Your Prayers …      

  

          Joyce Beals                  Gary Buettner           Gene Lockie            Randy Logsdon 

       Val Jean Fredrickson       Michelle Nelson (Allen and Tylene Z.'s daughter); 

   Julie Kinnamon (Tim Jackson's sister)            Angie Rickleffs 

    Joan Holloway ( a former member facing a cancer diagnosis, tests and surgery)   

 

   

 

  

Financial Balances  

Checking..............$ 4,177.98  as of 12/31/2017 
Savings ………….$53,620.41 as of 1/14/2018 
No Savings Report this month … 
  The Finance Committee 

                      

 

 

http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/per-capita/
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Deacon Doings …  

 Balance on hand in the deacon’s account is $50.47 

 Deacons delivered 8 fruit baskets and cookie trays. 

 Remaining Back Pack dates with Faith United are:  Feb. 26 and April 

30th.  All dates are at 6:00 at the Food Bank. 

 Isabelle Barrett spoke to us about a Girl Scout project she is working on for her 

Bronze awarded.  The troop is developing community libraries and permission to 

collect books and/or fund for the project was unanimously approved. 

 The deacons will fill in as needed for elder of the month duties. 

 Pastor Erica will be doing home communion assisted by the deacons on a 

rotational basis. 

 Marilyn Clifford will remain as chairman for 2018. 

 

Session Highlights –  

 Session approved to re-elect Liz Barrett as clerk. 

 Session approved to re-elect Susan Logsdon as recording treasurer. 

 Session approved to remove the hutch, reorganize the bookshelf, and 

Corporation will work with Pastor Erica to better organize the office space. 

 Session approved the amended 2018 budget. 

 Session approved the 2018 communion dates:  2/11, 3/11, 3/29, 4/8, 5/13, 6/10, 

7/8, 8/12, 9/9, 10/1, 11/11, 12/9 and 12/21 

 Session approved Larry Horky and Jan Culver on the nominating committee. 
  

February  Birthdays and Anniversaries …    

2   Kaitlin Walker                    17    Kathy Milner 

3   Shannon O’Donnel                    21    Tim Jackson 

4   Sandi O’Donnell   24   Joyce Davidson 

12   Jennifer Walters   24    Susan Logsdon 

         14   Keisha Stueve           28   Michelle Stueve 

         16   Bob & Jen Walker 

         16   Bernice Spink 

 

Girl Scout Project …  
My Junior Girl Scout Troop 438 is creating community libraries in Sioux City for our 
Bronze Award. We are collecting books and magazines for both children and adults.  
I am asking for donations of books and magazines.  I have a plastic container in the 
Narthex. Please help us in creating the libraries for people who don't access to 
books on a regular basis.  -  Isabelle Barrett 
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February  at  Westminster 
       

Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am      Coffee – 11:30 am 
      Elder of the Month – Jan Culver              Ushers – Jim  & Tim Jackson 

Sat. Feb. 3   5:00 pm  Cutters – Pizza Ranch in Sgt. Bluff 
Sun., Feb. 4   9:15 am  Sunday School 
            10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
            11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee – Deacon’s Meeting 
Wed., Feb. 7   5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 

 6:30 pm  Choir Practice 
Sun.  Feb. 11    9:15 am  Sunday School 
           10:30 am  Worship w/ Lord’s Supper and Children’s Church 
           11:30 pm  Fellowship Coffee 
   5:00 pm  Committee Meetings 
   6:00 pm  Session 
Tues., Feb. 13 6:00 pm  Women’s Fellowship 
Wed., Feb. 14 6:30 pm  Choir Practice 
   7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday Service 
Thurs., Feb. 15 5:30 pm  Lenten Study 
Sun, Feb. 18  9:15 am  Sunday School  
   9:15 am  Lenten Study 
           10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
           11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee  
Wed., Feb. 21           5:00 pm  Confirmation Class 
                                  6:30 pm  Choir Practice 
Thurs., Feb. 22          9:00 am  Men’s Coffee 
                                  5:30 pm  Lenten Study 
Sun., Feb. 25            9:15 am  Sunday School 
   9:15 am  Lenten Study 
           10:30 am  Worship w/ Children’s Church 
           11:30 am  Fellowship Coffee  
   Noon   Newsletter Deadline 
Tues., Feb. 27        10:00 am  Higher Grounds Women’s  Coffee 
Wed., Feb. 28          6:30 pm  Choir Practice 

 
  
Let  them eat cake !     January was a great month to have 
coffee after worship at Westminster.      
On Jan. 14th Red DeStigter’s family provided cake to celebrate 
Red’s 80th birthday.    

The following week, Jan. 21st , Jan Loewen celebrated her 
72nd birthday with a cake during coffee time as well.                                       

Then – on Sunday, Jan. 21st Naomi Wansink 
celebrated her 90th birthday with the deacons and church   
family at Embassy in Sgt. Bluff.   

We extend our birthday wishes to you all and pray that God 
grant’s each of you a wonderful 2018.        
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              Lent Worship and Study Schedule 

Wednesday 2/14   6:30 p.m.:  Ash Wednesday worship  
Sundays, 2/15–3/5   9:15 a.m.:  Lenten study:  
         Moses, In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet 
Thursdays, 2/15–3/22  5:30 p.m.:  Lenten study:  
         Moses, In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet 
Thursday, 3/29   6:30 p.m.:  Maundy Thursday worship  
Friday, 3/30  7:00 p.m.:  Good Friday combined service 
     at Westminster with First Presbyterian, Faith United, First  
     Presbyterian South Sioux, and Presbyterian United Church of  
    Christ 
 

 

In meditation, prayer and praise … I celebrate my Lenten days 

In preparation to arise … When dawn first lights the Easter skies. 

Dear Lord, in this quiet hour … Give me your strength, Your love, Your power 

Then I, too, shall be reborn … Renewed, refreshed, on Easter morn!   

-  Florence A. Hawn 

 


