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Palm Sunday –   Palm Sunday worship will be held on Sunday, March 25th at 

10:30 am.   The service will include a palm procession and music by our Chancel 

Choir.   The morning message will be entitled “The Covenant of Kingdom”. 

 

Maundy Thursday – Our Maundy Thursday Communion service will be 

held at 7:15 pm in the sanctuary Thus. March 29th.   The Service will include 

the Lords’ Supper and a Service of Foot Washing.    A homemade soup and 

bread supper will precede the service at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

Good Friday – The Good Friday service at Westminster will begin at 7 pm on  

March 30th.   It will include participation by the pastors of the local and area 

Presbyterian Churches.  This city wide service will include Solemn Reproaches 

of the Cross and the stripping of the sanctuary.  

 

Easter Sunday – Easter morning we will begin with a “Short Service of 

Reaffirmation of Baptism” at 8:30 am followed by breakfast at 9 am.   Our 

Traditional Celebration Easter worship service will begin at 10:30 and 

feature music by our Chancel Choir and the morning message, “He is 

Risen!”, will be delivered by Rev. MacCreaigh.  

  Easter Plants …     If you would like to bring a plant to the church to help 

us decorate for the Easter Service,  we would love to have your floral tributes 

add to the beauty of this special morning.    Plants can ge given to the Glory 

of God or in honor or remembrance of someone.   Please mark the plant 

clearly with your name and and fill out a slip available from the ushers.    

Plants can be taken home any time after the  worship service on April 1st.  

Westminster Witness 

Worship – 10:30am    Coffee – 11:30 
Communion –– Thurs., Mar. 29 – 7:15 pm 

and Sun., April 8 – 10:30 am 

westpres@siouxlan.net … 712-276-3613 
www.westminstersiouxcity.org 

2915 Glenn Ave. – Sioux City, IA  51106 

Jean’s Office Hours – Mon & Tues - mornings 

Pastor Erica by Appointment 

Pastor’s E-mail pastormacc2017@gmail.com 

 

April 2018 

mailto:westpres@siouxlan.net
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Come – bring friends – and let’s have a FUN afternoon … at this year’s 

WESTMINSTER EASTER EGG HUNT … Sat., March 31
st

 at 1 pm. 

       Watch and learn as our resident scientist demonstrates the  

The incredible egg drop: and shows us  
What’s inside? The incredible, edible egg ! 

 
We will do some great crafts to help us remember that God adds colors our lives: and we’ll do a 

couple other crafts – 
just because we want to !!! 

 
 

We will Hear the Easter Story while sitting in the “garden”   

and then go on a Scavenger Hunt as we search for our colorful, delicious, amazing Easter surprises. 

 

Everyone will leave with a decorated cookie – 2 fun crafts, a bunch of colorful, candy filled eggs – and 
a SURPRISE goodie bag –  hidden in the most AMAZING place on earth !!! 

If you think you’ll be able to join us, send an e-mail to westpres@siouxlan.net or call the church at 
276-3613 by March 25th and let us know how many children will be in your group.   If you don’t know 

until that day – that’s fine too  - we will be HAPPY to see you !    

READY …. SET … Let’s CELEBRATE EASTER !!!! 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Easter Egg Hunt …     We are well on our way to this year’s Easter Egg 

Hunt.   If you want to donate candy or cash to help with this event, please 

give your donation to Mary Murad, Pam Pfautsch, or Jean Turner.   Your 

contributions make it possible for us to have a really outstanding, fun event  

Also, if you would like to help the day of the event, let us know.   We would 

love to have you and extra hands are always welcome.   

 

 

mailto:westpres@siouxlan.net
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Rev’s Reflections 

It’s a gruesome symbol, if you think about.  Depending on where 

you’re from, the modern equivalent would be a noose or a syringe or Old 

Sparky.  Not images that lend themselves to earrings, pendants, and bumper 

stickers, are they? 

But that’s what the Roman cross was:  an implement of execution.  It’s 

interesting to me that the cross became the predominant symbol of the Christian faith.  Why not the 

ICTHYS fish?  Why not a chalice and/or a loaf of bread?  Why not the descending dove or a 

fisherman’s net?   

Perhaps the cross is where Jesus’ love for the human creature is most nakedly displayed.  So, 

why have we Protestants scrapped the crucifix – with Jesus prominently featured – with an empty 

cross?  Are we just that squeamish?  Or does the empty cross communicate something more?   

I’ve long thought that the best symbol we have for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the empty 

tomb itself.  But how do you draw an empty tomb?  And can you think of a way to make it look good 

on a necklace? 

The empty cross reminds us of two things, Jesus’ death and his resurrection, in a way that no 

other symbol can.  It is the very heart of the gospel:  the life, death, and new life of Emmanuel, God-

With-Us, the eternal Word made mortal flesh.  The empty cross symbolizes the one in whom 

humanity and divinity intersect.  The empty cross literally shows us that intersection.  And in that 

intersection, by the grace of God, we are reconciled to God through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

This Easter, I pray you’ll be graced with faith in God’s forgiveness, with joy in Jesus’ victory 

over death, and with confidence in the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  Allelulia, he is risen!    

                                                                                                     Pastor Erica 

Spotlight on Ministry: Fifth Sunday 

Mark your calendar:  Every time a month contains five Sundays, 

Westminster allocates the loose offering directly to the Building 

Fund.  This designated fund pays for maintenance and repairs 

to our lovely – and aging – church property.  Our next Building 

Fund offering is April 29.   
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Westminster mission activities pay off! 

Last year, nine “Westministers” participated in the city-wide CROP walk to raise 

money (and awareness) for hunger-relief efforts worldwide.  Westminster members 

and friends raised $900 toward this project.  Way to feed Jesus’ sheep, y’all!   

Here’s a note about the city-wide effort:  “Recently Church World Service announced its 2017 

CREAM OF THE CROP listing for the top 100 CROP Walk events, out of 900 walks in the country.  

Our Sioux City CROP HUNGER WALK placed 65th in the nation and ranked #4 in the state of Iowa.  

Quad Cities, Ames and Iowa City were the top 3 in Iowa.  The Sioux City event was held last October 

at Grace United Methodist Church, with 320 participants, collecting $26,820 donations to help fight 

hunger locally and globally.  Thank you!”  Rolene Beauvais, CROP Coordinator for Sioux City 

If you would like to become more involved in Westminster’s ministries of hunger relief, locally 

and abroad, please contact Pastor Erica or one of the deacons.  And be sure to put October 21, 

2018 on your calendar for the next CROP Walk! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 “You Asked For It” sermon series 

This summer, Pastor Erica will preach a sermon series based on YOUR 

interests!  No topic is out of bounds.  Wondering what the Bible says about 

women pastors?  Or why Presbyterians have so many meetings?  Worried that 

Christianity is dying out?  Or wondering what Jesus had against fig trees?  Fill 

out the enclosed form and place it in the collection plate by April 15.  (And, yes, you DO have to pay 

your taxes.)  You may also mail the form to the church or call or email Pastor Erica with your 

suggestions.  A curious faith is a growing faith, so let your questions fly! 

You Asked For It:  Summer 2018 Sermon Series 

 

I wonder about __________________________________________________________________. 

What does the Bible say about _____________________________________________________? 

I worry about ___________________________________________________________________. 

I want to ask God about ___________________________________________________________. 
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 Presbyterian practices:  Baptism and Confirmation 

In our Presbyterian tradition, Baptism signifies our 

membership in the body of Christ; it also symbolizes our dying to 

self and Jesus’ raising us to new life in him.  Believing that God’s 

grace precedes any action or choice on our part, we tend to baptize 

infants, welcoming them into the church and vowing to support and guide them as they grow. 

Confirmation gives young teens (usually 12-14 years old) the opportunity to learn about what 

belonging to the church really means.  Equipped with that information, if a young person chooses to 

be confirmed, we hold a service very similar to the sacrament of Baptism.  Far from being a 

“graduation” from church, Presbyterian confirmation encourages deeper and more mature 

engagement in the life and leadership of the church. 

Congratulations,  confirmands! 

We are pleased and proud to announce the confirmation of Emma Walters 

and Logan Nelson!  Since September 27, Logan and Emma have met regularly 

with Pastor Erica to discuss the Bible, theology, church history, and conduct of 

life, and have helped lead worship services and served the church and our 

community through volunteering.  They have worked hard, thought deeply, and shown themselves to 

be faithful Christians with huge hearts.  They and the congregation will answer the constitutional 

questions for membership right after the sermon on Easter Sunday.  Please take time to extend your 

congratulations to our newest members! 

       Emma is a Westminster kid from birth.   The daughter of Jennifer Walters and the late Craig 

Walters.  Emma is also the grand-daughter of Russ & Marilyn Clifford .   She has brightened 

Westminster’s hallways since she was a little girl.       

      Logan is the son of Corey & Katie Nelson, and the grandson of Bill & Julie Morgan.   He started 

attending Westminster about 7 years ago and has done a lot of growing, learning and changing while 

he has been attending here.    

.   It has been our delight watching them  grow in their  faith and we are excited to have them 

publically profess their beliefs and become full members of our congregation.  

Thank you –     Thank you to everyone who has stayed in touch these last 14 

months I’ve been at Matney’s Colonial Manor.  I have no family, so your cards and 

visits have been so welcome.  Special thanks to Russ and Marilyn Clifford for their 

visits and to the deacons for the Christmas goody basket.  -    Darleen Volkert 

   Dear Westminster Presbyterian Church -  Thank you so much for the monetary 

gift.  It was a surprise !  It will really help in recovery from the storm..   We are using 

it for rebuilding supplies.  We appreciate you thinking of us.      

                                                               Sincerely,   Marilyn Cook – Port Aransas, TX 
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Congratulations to Larry and Roxie Murren ….. 

Larry and Roxie recently celebrated their 45th wedding 

anniversary with a reception.   Here are a couple 

photos of their day.   Larry & Roxie, please accept 

Westminster’s congratulations and best wishes on this 

special occasion.   May God continue to bless your 

marriage and family.   -   Your Friends at Westminster 

 

With our Sympathy ….  

There’s this thing in “families” that – even if you don’t see a member of that 

family often, they have left their footprints on your heart and their imprint on 

your soul.   Two former members of the Westminster family died during late February.  

      Dorothy Renfro,  “Dot”, passed away in Iowa Falls on Feb. 21st .   Dorothy and her husband, Bob, 

were members here for many years before moving to be closer to family.   Dorothy’s kind smile and 

genuinely sweet spirit  has left it’s mark on many of us and the couple were wonderful additions to the 

Westminster family  

      For those of you who are really “oldtime” Westminster people, Neil Hoover – 87 year old son of 

Reuben & Alta Hoover, passed away at Holy Spirit Retirement home on Feb. 27th.   The Hoover 

family were long-time, very active members of Westminster.   We send our sympathy to the family of 

Mr. Hoover, including his sister Nina Mancuso.   

    We hope the families of these 2 former members can feel the love and support we extend to them 

at this time.   The mention of their loved ones names bring many happy memories to those who have 

been at Westminster for a number of years.   

Summer Church Camp …   Lakeshore Center in Okoboji is ready to take registrations for this 

year’s camping season … Brochures listing all the camps are 

available in the narthex or can be downloaded at                                       

https://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org/summer-camp.html 

This year’s camp theme is Beyond Belief ??? What if … We belong to 

God?   What if God is bigger?   What if hope is real ?  What if there’s more than enough?   What if we 

speak up?   What if we change the world ?   With this summer’s theme, Beyond Belief, we’re inviting 

our campers to think deeply, ask BIG questions, and  dive into their faith!   Campers will discover for 

themselves how God’s endless love can launch them into amazing adventures, and we’ll prove that 

there are always new mysteries to explore with God.  

       Camps will be held from June 10th – August 4th.     Christian Education committee will once again 

offer camp scholarships for Westminster children wishing to attend camp.   We will help with the cost 

of 1 camp per season per child and we pay ¼ the cost of the camp fees up to $100.  If you would like 

more information on this assistance, see any member of the CE Committee. 

https://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org/summer-camp.html
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It’s  been a loonngg winter and Flat Jesus had the chance to take a trip with the 

Walker family looking for sunny skies !!!   Thanks for taking him, girls ! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember in Your Prayers …      

  

 Joyce Beals     Darleen Volkert      Marv & Vickie Jessen 

 

 

             

  Financial Balances    -   as of 4/11/2018 

Checking..............$  6,060.19  
Savings ………….$49,021.85  
Building Fund …. $  8,389.92  
   
                                                  The Finance Committee 

                      

Deacon Doings …  

 Balance on hand in the deacons account is $712.75 

 Grocery assistance was given to 2 non-members in February 

 One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be collected on Palm Sunday 

 Remaining Back Pack date with faith United is April 30th.   Thanks to Russ, 

Jennifer, Emma, Pastor Erica and Greg Howard for helping on Feb. 26th. 

 Communion was taken to 5 shut ins on Feb. 10th. 

 Order blanks or the church t-shirt are in the bulletins now.   Cost is $10/$12 per shirt. 

 We began a discussion on making a greater commitment to Christian mission in Sioux City 

and will continue that discussion next month. 

 We were asked to save the date for “active killer” training – date to be announced. 

 Two additional people were added to our home communion list and home communion will be 

delivered on March 10th.  
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Session Highlights –  

 No minutes turned in for this month.   Will be included in May letter. 

  

   

April  Birthdays and Anniversaries …    

2 Haydyn Richards 14 Erika Murren 

2 Elizabeth Barrett 15 Natalie Barrett 

2 Bob Walker 15 John & Jan Culver 

3 Rick & Jean Turner 15 Kathy Binder 

7 Dick & Pam Stephan 19 Greg Howard 

11 Gene Linkvis 24 Kathy Pfautsch 

13 Drew Walters 25 Ken & Cathy Stueve 

13 Leathen Richards   

 

                                                    

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:   HUNGER – DISASTER - DEVELOPMENT 

     A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the church to share God’s love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural 
disasters, provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. 

     The Westminster Board of Deacons has designated Palm Sunday as the day we will 
receive our One Great Hour of Sharing offering.   On that Sunday we will receive and dedicate the 
donations of the congregations – and the donations gathered by our children in their “fish banks”.    
Last year, Westminster was able to send $325 to PCUSA for our One Great Hour offering.  It is the 
goal of the Deacons to be able to raise $350 this year.   

 

Graduates …   If you will be graduating this spring, please send us your photo 

and information so that you can be listed in the May newsletter !!!     Let us know ! 

We are so proud of you all. 

 

Ushers needed …. The Worship Committee would like to ask for your help over 

the rest of 2018.   We only have ushers signed up for  2 of the remaining 9 months 

so – sign up today if you can help.  The sheet is on the bulletin board.  
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Synod School 2018 — 

Dance joyfully  … where'er you may be 

 

                                       July 22-27 

                            Buena Vista University 

                               Storm Lake, Iowa 

 

More than 70 classes are scheduled for adults, running the gamut from fun to 

serious, from entertaining to informative, and almost always at the same time. 

There will also be a full program for children and youth. 

 

Check the ushers desk for brochures or ask Pastor Erica for more information. 

She has information on costs, housing, meals, etc. and will be glad to answer any questions 

you might have.  

 

 

 

 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

 We believe in the presence of God, 

 His nearness to protect, 

 His love to comfort, 

 His law to obey; 

 His Spirit to guide, 

 His Word to instruct, 

 His hope to strengthen, 

 His Grace to share 

 Through Jesus, the Son, 

 Who makes God’s presence vivid 

 Through His holy life, 

   His painful death 

     His victorious resurrection, 

       And continual intercession 

         On our behalf 

            Before the Father 

               In heaven.               –E. Lee Phillips 
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Elevator Fund? 

Why do we need an Elevator Fund? 

Most of us who have been around Westminster 10 

– 20 – 30 – 40 years have at least seen the question of 

an elevator come up several times.  We have a good 

facility with a ground level entrance that serves us very 

well most of the time. We have an exterior ramp sidewalk 

that facilitates wheel chairs and other if the weather permits.  We have a good stairway with hand 

rails to get down stairs to functions.   

Still, on any given Sunday you can see people weigh the decision “Do I really want to go down 

for coffee?”  “Do I really want to go down to that meeting?”  It’s not that we can’t get there, but it does 

require more effort than it used to. 

In the past, when an elevator was on the corporate wish list as a good addition to the facility, 

there were also many other needs.  Most which involved necessary repairs and upkeep to our church 

building.  Also, the price tag of an elevator was out of our capabilities. 

Last year we applied for a grant to help us with some of our needs and proposed upgrades to our 

facility.  We discovered that there were two reasons mentioned why we did not get the grant. 

1. Many of the items were in the category of expensive items of normal repair and maintenance. 
Heating, Air-conditioning and landscaping so rain run  off would not flood the basement.  Up-
Dating the sign on Glenn Ave. 

2. Most importantly, the proposed items did not make the facility any better to serve the 
community needs. 
 

 Installing an elevator in the church would not only be a convenience to our members but would 

make our facility accessible to the public.  Cookie walk. Church dinners for fund raisers or pot lucks. 

This is the key criteria for a Community Grant.  If we can get a grant to supplement our efforts, then 

the huge expense of an elevator can be brought within our reach.  Any grant will require that we have 

a minimum 20% stake in the project total.  By establishing an Elevator Fund we will be showing that 

we are willing to put our money where our wishes are and perhaps make it a reality.   

The corporation committee is collecting information on all types of elevators that might be 

available for us.  If you have information or questions, please contact someone on the Corporation 

Committee. 

On Behalf of the Committee  

Jerry Forbes 
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April  at  Westminster 
Adult Sunday School begins at 9 am through Lent  -   

All other classes begin at 9:15. 
  Weekly Choir Practice – Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 

Worship w/ Children’s Church – 10:30 am      Coffee – 11:30 am 
Elder of the Month –  Susan Logsdon       Ushers – Rick Turner  

 

Wed., March 21 5:00 pm Confirmation Class 

 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Thurs., March 22 9:00 am Men’s Coffee 

 5:30 pm Lenten Study  Week 6    

Sun., March 25 9:15 am Sunday School – Lenten Study Week 6 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee        

Tues., March 27 10:00 am Higher Grounds Women’s Coffee 

Wed., March 28 6:30 pm       Choir Practice  

Thurs., March. 29 6:30 pm Homemade Soup and Bread Dinner in Fellowship Hall 

 7:15 pm Maundy Thursday Communion  & Foot Washing Service in the 
Sanctuary 

Fri., March 30 7:00 pm Good Friday Joint Service of Sioux City Presbyterian Churches 

Sat., March. 31 1:00 pm Easter Egg Hunt 

Sun., April 1 8:30 am Service of Reaffirmation of Baptism 

 9:15 am The Lord’s Breakfast  

 9:15 am Sunday School  (no adult class ) 

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church   -  Service of Confirmation 

Wed., April 3 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Sat., April 7 5:00 pm Cutters 

Sun., April 8 9:15 am Sunday School   

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church   -  Lord’s Supper 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

 5:00 pm Committee Meetings 

 6:00 pm Session Meeting 

Tues, April 10  Pastor’s Vacation Begins 

Tues., April 10 6:00 pm Women’s Fellowship 

Wed., April 11 6:30 pm Choir Practice 

Sat., April 14 9:30 am Presbytery Meeting in Ida Grove 

Sun., April 15 9:15 am Sunday School   

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church   -  Jean Volkers in pulpit 

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

Tues., April 17  Pastor Back from Vacation 

Sun., April 22 9:15 am Sunday School   

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church    

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 

Sun., April 29 9:15 am Sunday School   

 10:30 am Worship w/ Children’s Church    

 11:30 am Fellowship Coffee 
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Hang out your hallelujahs!   

The tomb is open,  the Roman guard gone,  

                     death defeated.  

 The Holy One of life walks again,  

comforting the troubled, healing the sick, 

 forgiving the sinners,  

spreading the gospel  

through the lips and lives of those made new.  – Rita Snowden 

                                                                                     


