
 

About Children’s National Hospital  
Serving the nation’s children since 1870, Children's 
National is ranked the #1 pediatric hospital in the 
DC-MD-VA region and one of the 10 pediatric 
hospitals in the country. Children’s National offers 
services at the main hospital in the District of 
Columbia and at regional satellites throughout the 
D.C. area. Home to the Children’s Research 
Institute and the Sheikh Zayed Institute for Pediatric 
Surgical Innovation, Children’s National is the 
seventh-highest NIH-funded pediatric institution in 
the nation. Children’s National is recognized for its 
expertise and innovation in pediatric care and as a 
strong voice for children through advocacy at the 
local, regional and national levels. See 
www.childrensnational.org for more information. 
The atrium of Children’s National – main 
hospital campus 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Autism  
Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Children’s National Hospital 
Washington, DC and Rockville, MD  
Sept 2021- Aug 2023  
 

Fellowship Training Overview  
We offer one two-year, full time fellowship at the 
Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders (CASD). Our 
training combines clinical, didactic, and research 
activities to prepare you for a career in clinical-
academic psychology. We provide focused 
experience in the evaluation and treatment of, as 
well as research with, children and adolescents 

with autism 
spectrum disorder 
(ASD) and related 
conditions. The 
fellow will provide 
diagnostic, 
developmental, 
and 
neuropsychological 

evaluations both independently and within the 
context of multidisciplinary teams, with 
opportunities to conduct individual and group 
therapy. The fellow will participate in advanced 
training in gold standard (e.g., ADOS-2/ ADI-R) and 
telemed diagnostic tools, weekly didactics, case 
conferences, and individual and group supervision. 
We offer protected time (minimum 20%) for 
mentored research activities.  
 
The Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders 
CASD has its main office at a regional outpatient 
center in Rockville, Maryland, and also serves 
children at the main hospital and at additional 
satellite locations in DC, Maryland, and Virginia. 
CASD is a multidisciplinary center including clinical 
psychology, neuropsychology, speech/language 
pathology, developmental pediatrics, child 
psychiatry, and social work. Trainees include 
postdoctoral neuropsychology and psychology 

fellows, pre-doctoral psychology interns and 
externs, and medical residents and fellows. CASD 
provides multidisciplinary evaluation and 
treatment services for children and adolescents 
with atypical or complicated developmental 
disorders and their families. The CASD clinic is 
designed to address the needs of all children with 
ASD, but specializes in three main areas: 1) 
Diagnostic evaluation of children at all age and 
levels of functioning 2) Neuropsychological 
evaluation of children across levels of language and 
cognitive functioning with specialized training in 
executive function deficits, and 3) Evidence-based 
treatments. Our clinic serves a culturally and 
clinically diverse population, ranging from toddlers 
to young adults, and presenting with varying 
cognitive ability and a wide range of co-occurring 
clinical conditions, including AD/HD, Learning 
Disabilities, Intellectual Disability, mood and 
anxiety disorders, as well as neurological, genetic, 

and medical conditions including epilepsy, 
neurofibromatosis, cerebral palsy, and congenital 
heart disease. Our faculty is committed to 
excellence in clinical care and training and is also 



 
actively involved in clinical research into the 
manifestation, assessment, and treatment of ASD.  
 

Clinical Experiences 
CASD is a part of the Division of Pediatric 
Neuropsychology at Children’s National. The CASD 
psychology fellow has the 
unique opportunity to 
specialize in advanced 
clinical work and research 
in ASD, while also learning 
from and working with 
psychologists treating 
children with a range of 
medical, developmental, 
and psychiatric conditions. 
 

Clinical Assessment Rotations 
The fellow will have the opportunity to participate 
in the following rotations: 
• ASD Diagnostic Evaluation: Fellows receive 

extensive training in ASD assessment across the 
lifespan using gold standard ASD diagnostic 
measures (ADOS-2 and ADI-R), as well as 
telemed (e.g., TELE-ASD-PEDS) and other 
parent-child observation tools.  

• Preschool Evaluation: Fellows will gain 
experience and facility in the assessment of 
preschool age children with, or suspected of 
having, ASD.  

• Evaluation in Context of Limited Language: 
Fellows will learn specialized techniques for 
assessment of children and adolescents with, or 
suspected of having, ASD and limited language 
skills and/or cognitive impairment.  

• Neuropsychological Evaluation: Training and 
experience providing comprehensive 
neuropsychological evaluations for school-age 
children and young adults suspected of having 
ASD. Evaluations may be standalone or in the 
context of multidisciplinary teams (e.g., 
psychiatry, speech-language pathology, 
neuropsychology). 

• Other Specialized Opportunities: assessment 
with medically complex and gender diverse 
populations 

 

 
 

Cognitive Behavioral Intervention  
Fellows will have the opportunity to lead an 
executive functioning group-based intervention for 
school-age children with ASD and/or provide 
individual psychotherapy. 
 
Research Experiences 
The fellow will have at least one day a week 
(usually 25-30% time) of protected time for 
research, and will be matched to an existing 
research project based on interest, experience, and 
availability. Each fellow is assigned a primary 
research mentor to guide their experience. CASD 
currently has grant funding and contracts 
supporting: executive function, community-based 
intervention, neuroimaging, cognitive phenotyping, 
medical populations at risk for ASD, females with 
ASD, and gender variance. The Fellow is expected 
to be a productive member of their research team 
and to demonstrate competency for independent 
research after completing the program. For 
example, fellows are expected to present at 
professional conferences and to submit a review 
paper, chapter, research article, and/ or grant 
application by the end of the residency. Our 
program includes a research curriculum and 

monthly research meetings/ seminars to support 
the development of research skills. Our postdocs  
are authors on numerous peer-reviewed 
publications, book chapters, and conference 
presentations.  



 
Didactic and Professional Development 
Experiences 
Approximately 15-20% of the Fellow’s time is 
devoted to specialized ASD-focused didactics and 
professional development activities. 
• Two hours of individual supervision weekly. 
• One hour of Group Assessment Supervision 

weekly focusing on case formulation and report 
writing, interpreting IEPs, feedbacks, and 
special emphasis topics (i.e., diversity, 
neurodiversity, core and higher order language, 
transition-age youth, etc.) 

• Weekly didactic/professional development 
multidisciplinary meetings that include didactic 
presentations, guest speakers, and case 
discussions. 

• Monthly ADOS-2 reliability trainings involving 
review and scoring of taped/ or live 
administrations. 

• Weekly Autism Research Team meetings. 
• Optional Neuropsychology Seminar: a weekly 

75-minute seminar series reviewing major 
topics in functional neuroanatomy and 
neuropsychological disorders, as well as legal 
and ethical issues and case seminars. 

• Additional opportunities through the larger 
medical center include: hospital Grand Rounds, 
Behavioral Medicine Grand Rounds, Children’s 
Research Institute Seminars, and IDDRC 
Seminars. Most of these meetings can be 
attended remotely via video teleconference. 

 
Supervision and Teaching Opportunities 
The fellow will develop teaching and supervisory 
skills to prepare themselves for independent 
practice within clinical and academic medical 
settings. Fellows develop their own supervisory 
skills with psychology externs and psychometrists. 
Fellows present topics in the neuropsychology and 
ASD seminar series, and may be asked to present in 
other training sessions within the hospital. Fellows 
also regularly provide community education and 
outreach at the local level and beyond. 
 
Sample Postdoc Schedule 
Applicants often wonder how all the above 
opportunities come together over a two-year 

period, and what a typical schedule might look like. 
The example below is an illustration. Actual 
schedules will vary depending on program needs 
and trainee interests. Fellows participate in 
multiple rotations at any given time. Rotations vary 
in both length (6 months or 12 months) and 
intensity (e.g., cases weekly or twice a month). 
 

Breakdown of Weekly Activities 
Client Contact (Evaluations) 11-15 
Client Contact (Treatment) 1-3 
Individual Supervision 2 
Group Supervision 1 
Supervision of Junior Trainees 1 
Didactics and Meetings  4.5 
Team Case Conference .5 

  Research 10 
Report Writing/ Indirect Time 9-13 

Total 40-50 hours/week 
 

COVID-19: 
Our training program is committed to ensuring the 
health and well-being of our Fellows while 
continuing our high-level training and breadth of 
training opportunities. We are currently employing 
a hybrid model that includes in-person clinical care 
with enhanced safety precautions for some 
services, and virtual clinical care for others. 
Children's National has a robust telehealth 
program which has allowed us to pivot seamlessly 
to virtual service delivery models when needed and 
to leverage technology for virtual didactics, 
meetings, and supervision. Children's National 
provides training for incoming providers on safety 
in the workplace with regard to COVID-19, and the 
Division of Neuropsychology has safety protocols 
and multiple protections in place to safeguard the 
health of staff and patients. For more information 
about Children's National's response to 
coronavirus, please see our website. 
 
Salary/Benefits 
Start date will be on Wednesday September 1, 
2021. The current salary is $50,004. Children’s 
National offers an excellent benefits package. 
Postdoctoral Fellows receive more than four weeks 



 
of paid time off per year. There are also nine paid 
holidays. We provide a professional expense 
stipend for conference travel, books, licensure fees, 
etc. The hospital offers a selection of health 
insurance plans, optional dental and vision 
coverage, flexible spending accounts, employee 
assistance program, back-up dependent care 
assistance, optional life and disability insurance. 
More information is available at 
childrensnational.org/careers/benefits/. At our 
beautiful Rockville office, fellows have private 
offices with large windows, free parking, and free 
exercise facilities in the building. Fellows receive 
psychometrist support for their testing cases. We 
maintain scoring and statistical software, and 
through our academic affiliate, The George 
Washington University, offer online access to 
library resources including full-text journals. 
 
How to Apply 
Postdoctoral Applicant Requirements:  
Our application process is competitive. Applicants 
must have completed an APA-accredited doctoral 
program in psychology (Clinical Psychology 
preferred) and an APA/CPA-accredited clinical 
predoctoral internship. Competitive applicants are 
well-rounded clinicians in the scientist-
practitioner/clinical science tradition, who clearly 
demonstrate:  
• Strong prior training in clinical or pediatric 

psychology: Applicants should have completed 
two or more year-long practica / externships 
and substantial internship rotation(s) in child 
psychology. Formal graduate coursework and 
clinical didactics in this area are expected. 

• Clinical experience with assessment and 
treatment of autistic youth. Competitive 
candidates have extensive experience 
administering gold-standard diagnostic 
measures (e.g., ADOS-2/ADI-R). 

• A clear focus on working with children and 
adolescents, in prior training experiences, and 
in future goals.  

• A record of meaningful participation and 
productivity in research. Completion of an 
empirical dissertation and formal coursework in 
statistics and research methodology in 
graduate school are required. Competitive 

candidates have peer-reviewed publications 
and strong skills in statistical analysis, and are 
interested in continuing research on postdoc 
and beyond. 

 
Application Deadline: December 15, 2020 
Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis; early 
application is encouraged. 
 
Application Materials:  
• Letter of interest addressing clinical and 

research interests, goals, and perceived match 
to our program and focus area (s) of interest 

• Curriculum Vitae 
• Two de-identified assessment reports written 

by the applicant  
• Three letters of recommendation e-mailed 

directly from the recommenders.  
• Official graduate transcripts sent from your 

graduate institution(s), by mail or email. 
 
Send Completed Application To (e-mail 
preferred):  
Cara Pugliese, PhD 
E-mail: cpuglies@childrensnational.org 
Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Children’s National Hospital 
15245 Shady Grove Road, Suite 350 
Rockville, MD 20850 
Fax: 301-765-5497 
 
Interview Notifications: Applicants will be notified 
of their interview status by January 8, 2021.  
 
Interview Dates: Two or three individual interviews 
will be scheduled with staff members. Interviews 
for selected applicants will be conducted virtually 
this year (Zoom) during the weeks of January 11th 
and 18th. 
 
Children’s National Health System is an equal 
opportunity employer that evaluates qualified 
applicants without regard to race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, disability, 
veteran status, sexual orientation, gender, identity, 
or other characteristics protected by law.  
 



 
CASD Faculty and Staff 
Neuropsychology/Psychology Faculty 
 

Lauren Kenworthy, PhD 
Director of CASD; Associate Division Chief 
Pediatric Neuropsychologist 
Interests: Non-social ASD phenotypes, 
genotypes, and treatment 
LKenwort@childrensnational.org 
 
Anne Inge, PhD 
Clinical Director, CASD  
Clinical Psychologist 
Interests: Diagnostic, 
neurodevelopmental, and neurocognitive 
assessment of ASD 
AInge@childrensnational.org 

 
Angela Bollich, PhD 
Neuropsychologist 
Interests: ASD evaluation and treatment 
from school age through adulthood; 
language development 
ABollich@childrensnational.org 
 
Ann Clawson, PhD 
Neuropsychologist 
Interests: Medical/neurodevelopmental 
comorbidities of ASD, sex differences in 
the neuropsychology of ASD 
AClawson@childrensnational.org 
 
Serene Habayeb, Ph.D. 
Clinical Psychologist 
Interests: ASD evaluation & treatment, 
cultural issues, community integration of 
clinical services for ASD 
shabayeb@childrensnational.org  
 
Deborah Potvin, PhD, ABPP-CN 
Neuropsychologist 
Interests: Early diagnosis of ASD, 
preschool assessment 
DPotvin@childrensnational.org 
 

 
Cara Pugliese, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist 
Interests: Transition to adulthood, 
evidence-based intervention research 
CPuglies@childrensnational.org 
 

 

Allison Ratto, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist 
Interests: Developmental evaluations, 
cultural factors in assessment; Spanish-
language assessment 
ARatto@childrensnational.org 

 
 Srishti Rau, PhD 
Neuropsychologist 
Interests: Prevalence of ASD in medically 
complex children  
SrRau@childrensnational.org  
 
 
Claire Semerjian, PhD 
Neuropsychologist  
Starting Fall 2020 
 
 
John Strang, PsyD 
Neuropsychologist 
Interests: Assessment/research 
transgender/gender diverse youth, 
transition to adulthood  
JStrang@ChildrensNational.org  
 
Eliana Sudikov, PhD 
Neuropsychologist 
Starting Fall 2020 
 

 
Meagan Wills, Ph.D. 
Clinical Psychologist 
Interests: Early identification of ASD, 
parent-child relationships, anxiety 
mcwills@childrensnational.org  

 
Associated Faculty and Staff 
• Abigail Brandt, MA, CCC-SLP, Speech and Language 

Pathologist 
• Colleen Morgan, MA ,CCC-SLP, Speech and 

Language Pathologist 
• Amy Youmatz, MA, Psychometrist 
• Kelly Register Brown, MD, Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatrist 
• Shalinee Khurana, MD, Developmental and 

Behavioral Pediatrician 
• Cathy Scheiner, MD, Developmental and Behavioral 

Pediatrician 
• Nicol Awadalla Bacon, MD, Developmental and 

Behavioral Pediatrician 



 
Recent Publications by Our Postdocs 
Reflecting work done during fellowship with us (postdoc names 
are in bold). 
 
Habayeb, S., Dababnah, S., John, A., & Rich, B. (2020). 
Cultural Experiences of Arab American Caregivers 
Raising Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Journal 
of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 50(1), 51-62. 
 
Ratto, A. B., Kenworthy, L., Yerys, B. E., Bascom, J., 
Wieckowski, A. T., White, S. W., ... & Scarpa, A. (2018). 
What about the girls? Sex-based differences in autistic 
traits and adaptive skills. Journal of autism and 
developmental disorders, 48(5), 1698-1711. 
 
Kraper, C. K., Kenworthy, L., Popal, H., Martin, A., & 
Wallace, G. L. (2017). The gap between adaptive 
behavior and intelligence in autism persists into young 
adulthood and is linked to psychiatric co-
morbidities. Journal of autism and developmental 
disorders, 47(10), 3007-3017. 
 
Ratto, A. B., Anthony, B. J., Kenworthy, L., Armour, A. 
C., Dudley, K., & Anthony, L. G. (2016). Are non-
intellectually disabled black youth with ASD less 
impaired on parent report than their white 
peers?. Journal of autism and developmental 
disorders, 46(3), 773-781. 
 

Ratto, A. B., Anthony, B. J., Pugliese, C., Mendez, R., 
Safer-Lichtenstein, J., Dudley, K. M., ... & Anthony, L. G. 
(2017). Lessons learned: Engaging culturally diverse 
families in neurodevelopmental disorders intervention 
research. Autism, 21(5), 622-634. 
 

Pugliese, C. E., Anthony, L. G., Strang, J. F., Dudley, K., 
Wallace, G. L., Naiman, D. Q., & Kenworthy, L. (2016). 
Longitudinal examination of adaptive behavior in autism 
spectrum disorders: Influence of executive 
function. Journal of Autism and Developmental 
Disorders, 46(2), 467-477. 
 
Pugliese, C. E., Anthony, L., Strang, J. F., Dudley, K., 
Wallace, G. L., & Kenworthy, L. (2015). Increasing 
adaptive behavior skill deficits from childhood to 
adolescence in autism spectrum disorder: Role of 
executive function. Journal of autism and 
developmental disorders, 45(6), 1579-1587. 
 
Potvin, D., Hardy, K. K., & Walsh, K. S. (2015). The 
relation between ADHD and cognitive profiles of 

children with NF1. Journal of Pediatric 
Neuropsychology, 1(1-4), 42-49. 
 
Lawson, R. A., Papadakis, A. A., Higginson, C. I., Barnett, 
J. E., Wills, M. C., Strang, J. F., ... & Kenworthy, L. (2015). 
Everyday executive function impairments predict 
comorbid psychopathology in autism spectrum and 
attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorders. Neuropsychology, 29(3), 445. 
 
Pugliese, C. E., Kenworthy, L., Bal, V. H., Wallace, G. L., 
Yerys, B. E., Maddox, B. B., ... & Herrington, J. D. (2015). 
Replication and comparison of the newly proposed 
ADOS-2, module 4 algorithm in ASD without ID: A multi-
site study. Journal of Autism and Developmental 
Disorders, 45(12), 3919-3931. 
 
Granader, Y., Wallace, G. L., Hardy, K. K., Yerys, B. E., 
Lawson, R. A., Rosenthal, M., ... & Schultz, R. T. (2014). 
Characterizing the factor structure of parent reported 
executive function in autism spectrum disorders: The 
impact of cognitive inflexibility. Journal of Autism and 
Developmental Disorders, 44(12), 3056-3062. 
 
Kenworthy, L., Anthony, L. G., Naiman, D. Q., Cannon, 
L., Wills, M. C., Luong-Tran, C., ... & Sokoloff, J. L. 
(2014). Randomized controlled effectiveness trial of 
executive function intervention for children on the 
autism spectrum. Journal of Child Psychology and 
Psychiatry, 55(4), 374-383. 
 
Bal, E., Yerys, B.E., Sokoloff, J., Celano, M.J., 
Kenworthy, L., Giedd, J.N., & Wallace, G.L. (2013). Do 
social attribution skills improve with age in children 
with high functioning autism spectrum disorders? 
Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders, 7, 9-16. 
 
Rosenthal, M., Wallace, G. L., Lawson, R., Wills, M. 
C., Dixon, E., Yerys, B. E., & Kenworthy, L. (2013). 
Impairments in real-world executive function 
increase from childhood to adolescence in autism 
spectrum disorders. Neuropsychology, 27, 13-18.  
 
 

 
 


