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May 2018 Newsletter
Happy Spring! Your ASDD SIG Co-Chairs are excited to bring you a re-booted
SIG newsletter and website, and we want to thank the re-named
Communications Committee for their tireless efforts.
Please reach out with your feedback and ideas.
Thanks also to everyone who completed the survey that was circulated
during/after last year’s meeting in San Diego. We are excited to present the
results below, which afﬁrm our sense of the wide-ranging interests of our group
and the need to seek crossover with other SIGs (and beyond).
Two ﬁnal notes from us:
First, SAVE THE DATE for the ABCT annual meeting this fall, as well as our
third annual ASDD SIG Pre-Conference, scheduled for 11/15/18 in
Washington D.C.! Planning for this will get underway in late spring/summer.
Second, as Lauren and Cy end their terms as co-chairs, we will be seeking
candidates to start a 2 year term (staggered with Brenna) beginning this fall.
Look for a call for candidates this summer.
Lauren, Brenna & Cy

Student Spotlight: ASDD Student Awardees

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=7fdb45e20a94c9e0a15fc1a30&id=873ebbdd7a
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Erin Kang (Stony Brook University)

Brief bio: I attended Vanderbilt University

Brief bio: I grew up going back and forth

for my B.S. in my hometown of Nashville,

between South Korea and California.

TN. Currently, I’m a 5th year graduate

I earned my B.A. in Psychology and

student in the Clinical Science program at

Molecular & Cell Biology at UC Berkeley

Virginia Tech, where I am advised by Dr.

and M.A. in Counseling. I am currently a

John Richey.

4th year PhD student in Clinical
Psychology at Stony Brook University,

Current research/future directions: My

working with Dr. Matthew D. Lerner.

dissertation is focused on examining the
neural mechanisms involved in fear

Current research/future directions: I

learning in adolescents with ASD and

am interested in how experiences can

anxiety, compared to teens with anxiety

shape the brain’s ability to process the

without ASD. I’m hoping to use

social world, especially in developing

neuroscience tools to improve diagnostic

youth. By characterizing developmental

speciﬁcity of comorbidities in ASD and to

plasticity implicated in social systems, I

develop improved interventions for these

hope to understand how experiences may

individuals.

activate, reconﬁgure, or even capitalize on
plasticity of neural mechanisms of social

Fun hobbies? I’m a really big sports fan! I

processing, as a way to redirect the

especially love to cheer for my hometown

developmental canalization of such

teams, the Tennessee Titans (football)

mechanisms.

and Nashville Predators (hockey).
Fun hobbies? Outside of psychology, I
Advice for other students? Try to
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=7fdb45e20a94c9e0a15fc1a30&id=873ebbdd7a

enjoy bowling, traveling, and trying new
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collaborations with your peers – this will

food. I might also be a bit of an adrenaline
Translate
junkie who loves roller coasters and

not only help increase everyone’s

skydiving and such! (Although I ﬁnd it's

productivity, but also form lifelong

not easy to ﬁnd time to do these things

friendships that will make you excited to

with a 9-month-old baby!)

attend conferences in the future!
Advice for other students? One area

FUTURE STUDENT &
FACULTY SPOTLIGHTS:
We will continue to feature
students and faculty members
of the ASDD SIG in
future newsletters!
Please let us know if you would
like to nominate someone!

that I have been continuously learning to
do as a researcher is to prioritize, because
(1) there are always going to be so many
interesting research questions/ideas that I
would like to work on and (2) there is
always going to be a pile of things to do at
a given moment! My advisor often talks
about balancing urgency and importance
of tasks, which I ﬁnd very helpful.

Results from 2017 Needs Assessment
By Megan Braconnier and Lauren Moskowitz

Thank you to all ASDD SIG members and meeting attendees who completed our
needs assessment questionnaire during the 2017 ABCT conference! Your feedback
is important in helping us to improve our SIG and better meet your needs. The
results of this questionnaire will inform our planning of future ASDD SIG preconferences, meetings, and initiatives.
The needs assessment helped us to understand predominant areas and comorbid
conditions of interest within the SIG members who completed the questionnaire*.
The most prevalent areas of interest among members were:
1. Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (57%)
2. Dissemination and Implementation Science (48%)
3. Parent Training (45%)
In regard to top comorbid conditions relevant to clinical practice and research, the
following were most endorsed:
1. Anxiety (79%)
2. ADHD (45%)
3. Social skills deﬁcits (45%)
The questionnaire also allowed us to gather information on common barriers to
attending the annual ASDD SIG meeting and/or pre-conference, the usefulness of
current services offered by the ASDD SIG, and initiatives that the ASDD SIG could
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=7fdb45e20a94c9e0a15fc1a30&id=873ebbdd7a

3/6

4/28/2020

Subscribe

ABCT ASDD SIG Newsletter

offer to beneﬁt our members. The following were the most common barriers to
Past Issues
attending our meeting or pre-conference:
1. Lack of ﬁnancial support (64%)
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2. Conﬂicts with other ABCT events (32%).
The following ASDD SIG events/services most commonly endorsed as being “very
useful” to respondents were:
1. Annual ASDD SIG pre conferences (60%)
2. Poster presentations (60%)
3. ASDD SIG list-serv (47%)
In terms of initiatives that the ASDD SIG could offer moving forward, the following
were the most endorsed:
1. Periodic newsletter or email update related to the ASDD SIG (60%)
2. ASDD SIG sponsored presentations during the ABCT conference (60%)
3. Organizing ASDD SIG themed ABCT submissions by connecting ASDDSIG members with similar interests (57%)
This information has allowed us to plan new initiatives, such as this newsletter, and
will continue to aid our committee as we address member concerns and plan future
meetings. We appreciate your input as we strive to improve the ASDD SIG for all
members!
*Note: All respondents who completed the questionnaire were SIG members (n=37)
and non-members (n=10) who attended the ASDD SIG Pre-Conference and/or
ASDD SIG Annual Meeting at the 2017 Convention; 7 SIG members completed the
SIG survey on Qualtrics after the conference.

Updates to ASDD Website
The ASDD Communications Committee has been working hard to make our SIG website
more user friendly and helpful. We have outlined some of the changes below:
1. The tabs and headlines are streamlined and have clearer labels
to enable quick and easy access to relevant information
2. Current and past newsletters will be available for your reading pleasure
3. Highlights from the ABCT convention and announcements of the SIG Award winners are
now available
4. The database of ASD and DD research faculty will be easier to access and update
We hope that you will take some time to check it out and spread the word!

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=7fdb45e20a94c9e0a15fc1a30&id=873ebbdd7a
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Who's going to INSAR? If you are heading to Rotterdam, Netherlands and
would be interested in gathering with the ASDD SIG group, please email Cy Nadler
at cnadler@cmh.edu.
Looking for a postdoctoral position? An NIH funded position for a
postdoctoral fellow is available at the Brain Development Imaging Laboratories of
the Dept. of Psychology, San Diego State University (SDSU), and the SDSU Center
for Autism. The position will primarily focus on clinical evaluations of children,
adolescents, and adults with ASD in the context of multimodal neuroimaging studies.
Click HERE to download additional information.
Want to help ABCT with evidence-based resource recs? ABCT is asking
for help with updating/improving the book recommendations that are currently listed
on the website, and there is deﬁnitely a lack of ASDD-focused information there. If
you have favorite evidence-based resources you think would be a good ﬁt, please
submit these titles for consideration using this web
form: http://www.abct.org/SHBooks/?m=FndHelp&fa=sh_webForm&nolm=1
Sneak peek of new ASD journal! Please click on the attached link to view
the preview issue of a new journal, Autism in
Adulthood: www.liebertpub.com/toc/aut/0/0

Featured ASDD SIG Publications
Reaven, J., Moody, E., Klinger, L., Keefer, A., Duncan, A., O’Kelley, S., Meyer, A.,
Hepburn, S., & Blakeley-Smith, A. (2018). Training Clinicians to Deliver Group
CBT to Manage Anxiety in Youth with ASD: Results of a Multi-Site
Trial. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 86, 205-217.
Walsh, C., Moody, E., Blakeley-Smith, A., Duncan, A., Hepburn, S., Keefer, A.,
Klinger, L., Meyer, A., O’Kelley, S., & Reaven, J. (2018). The relationship between
treatment acceptability and youth outcome in group CBT for youth with ASD
and anxiety. Journal of Contemporary Psychotherapy. doi.org/10.1007/s10879-0189380-4

We'd like to give a big THANK YOU to the hard work of the
ASDD SIG Communications Committee:
Megan Braconnier
Rebecca Lindsey
Jenna Mendelson
Hannah Rea
Isaac Smith
Deanna Swain (Committee Chair)

As well as our fearless ASDD SIG leaders:
Brenna Maddox
Lauren Moskowitz
Cy Nadler
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?u=7fdb45e20a94c9e0a15fc1a30&id=873ebbdd7a
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Please email Deanna Swain at swaindm@vt.edu

Listserv email: abct-asdd-sig@googlegroups.com
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