
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrating Women’s History Month 

with NOAA Attorneys Guild Regional Vice Chair Lauren Smoker 
 
(March 17, 2021) We recently interviewed NOAA Attorneys Guild 
(NAG) Regional Vice Chair, Lauren Smoker of Juneau, Alaska to 
learn more about her experiences serving as a regional leader.  
Ms. Smoker has worked as an attorney for over 26 years, and she 
is one of the top women leaders in NWSEO.  She is engaging and 
influential with an optimistic spirit and has achieved effective 
results in many areas, including recruitment. 
 
How long have you worked for NOAA Attorneys Guild? 
I’ve been with NAG since its beginning in 1995!  I became a 
steward in the late 1990s and Vice Chair for NAG in 2012. 

 
What type of work do you do?  What projects are you working 
on? 
I’m an attorney for NOAA and I provide legal advice to the Alaska Region of the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS).  I help the NMFS and the North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
develop fisheries management strategies that comply with legal requirements.  NMFS and the 
Council manage commercial and recreational fisheries off Alaska out to 200 nautical miles from 
the coast.  I’ve worked on Bering Sea crab regulations (i.e., Deadliest Catch), salmon issues, and 
programs that allocate fish harvesting privileges for pollock, Pacific cod and flatfish to large 
catcher processor vessels operating in the Bering Sea. 
 
Why did you join NWSEO?  Why do you support the work of NWSEO? 
I was hired by NOAA General Counsel (GC) in 1990 and I saw and was subjected to various 
management decisions that would have benefitted from employees’ input.  Marguerite Matera 
and Beth Mitchell, two attorneys with NOAA in the mid-1990s, put forth the idea of forming a 
union to allow employees an opportunity to work with management to improve working 
conditions and advance the mission of the office.  I knew right away that what they were 
proposing was a wonderful idea and that it would make NOAA GC a great place to work.  And it 
has! 
 
Any experiences you’d like to share serving as Regional Vice Chair? 
Being a part of NAG has always been important to me, from being a member, to being office 
steward, and now to being Regional Vice Chair.  But becoming Regional Vice Chair has allowed 
me to participate in the larger mission of NWSEO, and I’ve learned so much.  It has been a great 
experience getting to know the National NWSEO leadership as well as stewards and vice 
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stewards from across the agency.  I look forward to the convention every year because I get to 
see friends I’ve made over the years and learn about all the terrific work NWSEO is doing for its 
membership and NOAA.  It has also allowed me to learn more of what NAG is doing for our 
entire bargaining unit, and to be part of those efforts. 
 
What are some important gains women have made in NOAA NAG? 
Well, the formation of NAG was due in exceptionally large part to Marguerite and Beth!  
Women have served in many roles, on negotiation teams, projects, being stewards, vice 
stewards, Regional Chair and Regional Vice Chair.  Gender equality is very strong in NAG, and I 
see that continuing. 
 
Who is the most influential woman you know?  In what ways does she inspire you? 
This is such a great question because it makes me think of all the women who have supported 
and inspired me throughout my life.  I remember the woman who lived down the street from 
me who was my friend and became our Pennsylvania county’s first female judge and is the 
reason I went to law school.  I remember my female friends and work colleagues over the years 
who have helped me through life by making me laugh, providing a shoulder to cry on, or a 
trusted person to commiserate with.  But the most influential woman in my life without doubt 
was my mom, Marion Rogerson.  She was amazingly optimistic, loved to laugh and have fun, 
took people for where they were at, not where she thought they should be, and was always 
there for me.  I’ve always been inspired by my mother, and even though she passed away nine 
years ago, I’m still learning from her example. 
 
NWSEO continues to collect feature stories and testimonials of members from all over the 
country.  To nominate a colleague or participate in these features, write to NWSEO 
Membership Director Christy Fox at membership@nwseo.org. 
 
 
 
 

No one cares more for National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
employees than NOAA employees. 

 
No one works harder for NOAA employees than NOAA employees. 

 
We are NOAA employees.  We are NWSEO. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NWSEO proudly represents more NOAA employees than any other Union.  NWSEO serves bargaining unit employees of 
the National Weather Service, NESDIS Office of Satellite and Product Operations, Office of General Counsel, Aircraft 
Operations Center, and Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory. 
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