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Thank You Vet Techs! 
 

HAPPY NATIONAL 

VETERINARY TECH WEEK 
 

Our Techs at AVH are the Best… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
his journey; our mission! 

 
Special thanks to everyone who helped to make 

Bark in the Park a huge success! Here are some 

pics from the event… 
 

 

Fear 
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AVH BLOOD BANK 

HELP SAVE A LIFE 
 

ARE YOUR PETS… 

✓ Dogs- Between 55 and 150 lbs 

✓ Cats – 10+lbs 

✓ In excellent health? 

✓ Between the ages of 1 and 6 years old? 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ALL OF THESE THEN SIGN 

UP TO DONATE BLOOD! 
 
Each unit of donated blood helps to save a life of 

one, two, or three critically ill dogs. Many animals 

require a blood transfusion to survive during 

surgery, following trauma, or when they are 

suffering from anemia or blood disorders such as 

hemophilia.   
 

Visit:    abseconvet.com 

Resources tab  

–click on Blood Bank 

to learn more & register your pet. 
 

Incentives will be provided to clients 

and pets for participation in this 

LIFE SAVING EVENT!!! 

 
MORE DONORS ARE DESPERATELY NEEDED! 

PLEASE HELP SAVE A LIFE 

 
 
 

PAIN & FEAR:  

TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN 

 
Michael Petty, DVM, CVPP, CVMA, CCRT 

Pain and fear are different sides of the same coin: 

Pain drives fear and fear exacerbates pain. 

There is a woman named Jo Cameron living in 

Scotland who was born without the ability to feel 

pain. She has given childbirth, broken an arm, and 

has fallen down and knocked out her front teeth, 

all without feeling pain. When she has burned 

herself, she only knows it is happening by the smell 

of burning flesh. She is an interesting person, 

because in interviews with her she has never 

known fear or anxiety in her entire life. 1,2 

The example of Ms. Cameron above speaks to 

acute pain, but what about chronic pain? In 

veterinary practice, one of the common signs I see 

with dogs and cats in pain are changes in their 

personality as reported by their caregivers. They 

often describe a grumpiness or outright aggression 

toward other animals in the house, and sometimes 

towards their owners. 

In fact, as we have performed drug studies for 

pain medications in our clinic – the new feline and 

canine anti-NGF monoclonal antibodies – one of 

the comments that owners often made was that 

they saw an improvement in their pets’ attitudes. 

This is also true when these animals are treated 

with NSAIDs, acupuncture, or other pain-relieving 

modalities. Things like an improved attitude 

toward being approached by other animals, 

increased socialization with other animals and 

people, and improved attitude toward being 

handled by their owners were often observed. 
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But let’s consider the other side of the coin: Does 

fear enhance pain? It has been known for many 

years that in humans, fear and anxiety cause an 

increase in the amount of pain a person feels. 

Anticipation of pain, including exacerbation of 

chronic pain, increases the perceived level of pain 

that the person feels. But what do our dogs and 

cats experience? 

In a recent paper titled “Pain and Problem 

Behaviors in Dogs and Cats”, published by the 

journal Animals, dog and cats presented for 

behavioral problems were evaluated for 

underlying pain.3 Painful conditions associated 

with behavioral signs included osteoarthritis, 

chronic gastrointestinal pain, and dermatologic 

issues. The proportion of behavioral cases where a 

painful condition was suspected was as high as 82 

percent. Specific behavioral signs linked to 

musculoskeletal pain included aggression, pica, 

and reduction in performance (either failure to 

learn new task or lost ability to perform previously 

learned tasks). Most of the problem behaviors 

resolved once the underlying pain was treated. 

Cats present a particularly hard issue when it 

comes to diagnosing pain. Except in cases of 

acute pain due to injury, cats rarely limp. Instead, 

they tend to lose their gracefulness and the fluid 

movements that are so integral to cats. We see this 

in our clinic, and most owners will write off these 

changes as “clumsy” or “lazy.” Cats also like to live 

in a vertical world; they feel safe when they are up 

high where they can gaze down on us mere 

mortals and any other animals in the house. When 

a cat’s world starts to become more horizontal, it 

is a reason that we should start looking for pain as 

the most likely source of their diminished desire to 

go “up.” 

Not only are cats hard to diagnose through their 

medical history, it takes careful and slow palpation 

to reveal any sources of pain. And as if that is not 

enough, interpreting osteoarthritis lesions on 

radiographs of cats can be difficult as many 

radiographic lesions are not typical of what we 

would see in dogs. So what can you do? 

Here at Absecon Veterinary Hospital, we have 

taken important steps to consider all aspects of 

your pet’s treatment. We never want your pets to 

feel anxiety or fear during their visit, especially 

when they are sick.  

Though some people are “old school” and don’t 

understand the Fear Free concept, the fact that 

pain drives fear and fear exacerbates pain is very 

important to us. Our Fear Free processes may take 

a bit more time for our clients as well as our staff, 

but we definitely believe it’s the most humane way 

to treat our furry friends. Fear Free all the way! 

ANIMAL HEALTH 
 
 

MICROCHIP CLINIC 

In honor of Responsible Dog Ownership 

Month, AVH is holding a discount on 

Microchipping for your dogs and cats. . 

The clinic got delayed in September 

due to Bark in the Park, so we 

rescheduled it for October.  

 

The cost of microchipping will be $35 

plus the exam fee. The appointment 

must be scheduled during the month of 

October. This clinic will be scheduled 

during specific times throughout the 

month. Comfort kits are also available 

to address anxiety and pain for the pet, 

or you can choose sedation for your 

pet, if you wish. Call today to get on the 

schedule.  
 

 

 
Over 3,000,000 

Lost Pets Reunited! 
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Don’t forget to visit our Laddie’s Legacy Sunday 

Dinners at the Garden State Beer Company, 247 

East White Horse Pike, Galloway 2-6pm. Eat a full 

meal for $10. Check our Facebook for October 

dates! 
 
Stop in and TAKE A CHANCE on our lobby Raffle 

Baskets 10 tickets for $5. We have some great 

prizes:  

$50 Gift Card to The Crab Trap 

$150 Value of Specialty Chocolates from the 

Smithville Sweet Shop 

$50 Value Doggie Blanket 

 
Drawing is October 31 at noon! 

Proceeds benefit Laddie’s Legacy. 

9 EASY TIPS FOR A FRIGHT-FREE 

FALL WITH YOUR FURRY FRIEND 

While unexpected illnesses and injuries can 

happen at any time during the year, some are 

more prevalent seasonally. Keep reading to learn 

about a few potential pet concerns to keep in 

mind as we head into the fall season. 

No tricks, no treats 

It’s best to keep your cat or dog on its regular diet 

during the holidays. Keep Halloween candy and 

Thanksgiving foods out of their reach. Chocolate 

and candy with Xylitol, like sugar-free gum, will 

make your pet sick. Check with your veterinarian 

who knows your pet if a little turkey is a safe snack. 

Halloween is the start of the “season” for 

chocolate-related illnesses, most commonly 

chocolate toxicity. Trupanion sees a 71% increase 

in chocolate toxicity during Halloween compared 

to the previous six months of the year. 

On average, chocolate-related health issues cost 

pet owners about $240 per claim, but some claims 

can be as high as $1,200. Both cats and dogs are 

at risk for chocolate poisoning, but there are more 

reported cases of dogs since they will typically eat 

anything.  

Dogs get the flu too! 

Canine flu and bordetella, or “kennel cough,” are 

both airborne diseases. If you see a dog that is 

coughing, keep your own dog away and avoid 

touching the ill dog. If your dog develops a cough 

or high fever, contact your veterinarian 

immediately. 

Tips from Trupanion's Director of Veterinary 

Services, Denise Petryk, DVM: Kennel cough is 

highly contagious and can cause a variety of 

symptoms ranging from dry cough for a couple 

days, to fever, anorexia, severe pneumonia, and 

death. Keep your dog away from other dogs 

when coughing for at least a week after you hear 

the last cough. 

Holiday stress isn’t just for humans 

Lots of unfamiliar faces and loud talking and 

laughter can stress your pet out. Exercise your dog 

https://trupanion.com/pet-care/chocolate-toxicity
https://trupanion.com/pet-care/kennel-cough
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beforehand and give them a special chew toy to 

keep them distracted. If they still seem stressed, 

put them in a quiet room away from all of the 

commotion. Be sure cats have access to a quiet 

room where they will probably hide all on their 

own. 

Keep pests out 

As the weather turns cooler in fall, rats and mice 

may decide that your house would be a great 

place to stay warm and dry. Be mindful of how 

you prevent these pests from entering your home. 

To keep them out, close up any entry holes and 

choose anti-rodent products that are nontoxic. 

Rodenticides are extremely toxic to dogs and 

cats, so it is best to discuss a safe control plan with 

a professional exterminator and your veterinarian. 

Back-to-school supplies 

Now that kids are back in school, make sure you 

keep items like pencils, markers, and glue sticks out 

of your pet’s reach. If they decide the new school 

supplies would make great snacks, they might get 

gastrointestinal upset or blockages. Cats are more 

likely to bite the edges of notebooks and paper. 

Foreign body ingestion tops the list for both 

puppies and kittens, and it is one of our most 

frequent claims for all cats and dogs. Depending 

on the object ingested, treatment can be costly 

— with an average cost of $1,400. 

Snakes 

Snakes get grumpy as they’re preparing to 

hibernate, and don’t take kindly to being 

disturbed by curious cats or dogs. To protect your 

pets from venomous snake bites, know which 

snakes are poisonous and where they usually 

hibernate. Walk your dog (or cat) on a leash away 

from those areas. If your pet does get bitten, go to 

your veterinarian immediately. 

Mushrooms 

Keep your pets from eating mushrooms that pop 

up on lawns, under trees, in fields, and on logs. 

While some won’t make your pet sick, a few are 

deadly. If your pet accidentally eats one, 

especially if they seem to have a reaction to it, or 

you know the mushroom is toxic, go to your 

veterinarian as soon as possible. 

Car coolants 

Fall is a great time to change your car’s engine 

coolant, but be careful because most coolants 

are highly toxic to pets. Clean up any spills 

immediately, keep any remaining new coolant 

out of reach, and dispose of used coolant. Also, 

consider switching to a propylene glycol-based 

coolant — while not completely nontoxic, it's 

significantly less toxic than other engine coolants. 

Allergies 

Just like people who have seasonal allergies, your 

cat or dog may also react to pollen, dust, or other 

allergens. Pet allergy symptoms can be similar to 

ours — sneezing or coughing, runny nose, itchy 

skin, ear infection, and itchy, red, or watery eyes. 

If you think your pet might be suffering from 

allergies, call your veterinarian to discuss testing 

and treatment plans best suited for your pet’s 

needs. 

Top 12 Dog Breeds Most Prone to Allergies 

• English Bulldog 

• French Bulldog 

• West Highland White Terrier 

• American Bulldog 

• Basset Hound 

• Rhodesian Ridgeback 

• American Pit bull Terrier 

• Shiba Inu 

• Bichon Frise 

• Boston Terrier 

• Miniature Poodle 

• Yorkiepoo 
 

AVH ADOPTION NETWORK 

AVH partners with a few local reputable Rescue 

organizations as a Community Service project to 

help animals in need find good homes. All 

adoptions are arranged through each individual 

rescue.  

https://trupanion.com/breeds/dog/english-bulldog
https://trupanion.com/breeds/dog/french-bulldog
https://trupanion.com/breeds/dog/american-pit-bull-terrier
https://trupanion.com/breeds/dog/boston-terrier


 

 

11 

 

CLIENT MONTHLY NEWSLETTER        OCTOBER 2022 

All animals adopted through this 

resource receive a $50 Discount 

off First Exam at Absecon 

Veterinary Hospital. 

Pets Available For Adoption From  

NO PAWS LEFT BEHIND 

https://www.nopawleftbehindar.org/ 
 

 
This mini schnauzer was bought from a puppy mill 

and then they didnt want him anymore.  He is only 

about 10-12 weeks old.  Super adorable, 

playful, sweet and loving as can be.   

 

 
Bolt was dumped into the shelter and adopted 

and returned a few time for biting.  What no one 

seemed to know is that he is deaf so when 

grabbing him and he didn’t see you and didn’t 

hear you coming, he bit out of fear. His handicap 

does not slow him down. He goes out with the 

other dogs, he goes in, he is fine as long as he sees 

what you are doing to him.  He kind of runs around 

doing his own thing, so you got to watch him, and 

you can’t call him to come back.  LOL.  He is 

special needs so he does need a home without 

children.   
 

 
Buddha is a friendly spunky boy. At 8 years old, he 

has a zest for life and the energy to play. Whether 

by himself with a squeeze toy, other dog friends 

https://www.nopawleftbehindar.org/
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fetch. He just wants to live life to the fullest. He will 

make one person or family a great pet. Very loyal. 

He takes treats nice but sometimes gets overly 

excited he's getting a treat and may be quick to 

grab. He needs some manners and leash manners 

as. As I have been working with him treat driven, 

he has gotten better. He would benefit from 

obedience training. He is housebroken though he 

did have one episode where he was trying to mark 

his territory. I stopped him said no and immediately 

took him outside where he finished his business.  He 

is calm and barks when he wants you to get him 

something. He is a ham with a great personality. 

He is crate trained and is quiet and nondestructive 

when placed in a separate room. He just ends up 

taking a snooze. He doesn't whine or scratch at 

the door to be let out. He's really great! 

  dog. And lives to love.  He gives many smooches. 

He does eat rather quickly though, as he probably 

wasn't given food regularly as seen by his skinny 

body. He is on a raw diet. And loves it. He lives in 

the snow and walks and just settles in cuddling. A 

slow feeder bowl will help him to slow down his 

eating.  
 

 
Doctor Carlos – 5-year-old male - 9 lbs.  He has 

some issues so he needs a slow approach and 

someone who understands his breed.  He is bossy 

with the other small dogs, and bossy with his 

people too. He tried to claim him spaces, crates, 

or toys.  He is a fresh little guy but he is also very 

loving.  No children  
 

 
Max is a happy loving boy that wants to be around 

his people.  He seems a little on the anxious side, 

he wants lots of attention.   He follows his person all 

around.  He is good on walks and using the 

yard.  He was rescued from ACC NYC, He is 36 lbs.  

 

 


