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A p r i l  F o o l s  
WHAT’S NEW AT AVH… 

 

Absecon Veterinary Hospital is now a member of the 

American Association of Feline Practitioners. The 

Cat Friendly Practice® program is leading the movement 

to make veterinary care less stressful for cats and their 

caregivers. 

Established by the American Association of Feline 

Practitioners (AAFP) and the International Society for 

Feline Medicine (ISFM), the Cat Friendly Practice® 

program is a global initiative designed to elevate care for 

cats by reducing the stress for the cat, caregiver, and also 

the entire veterinary team. For more information visit: 

https://catvets.com/cfp/cfp 

AVH is also in the process of completing another 

certification program, Fear Free. This program 

provides the knowledge and tools to look after both a 

pet’s physical and emotional wellbeing. Stay tuned for 

opportunities to schedule Meet & Greet visits for dogs. 

These fun visits are designed to help fearful pets feel more 

comfortable at our hospital and with our staff. More 

information to come! 

 

AVH COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 

Staff at AVH are always excited about doing their part to 

support families and businesses in our community. Here 

are a few of our upcoming projects: 
 
On April 1, 2, & 3, we are offering clients & families to 

participate in our Picture with the Easter Bunny project. 

The Easter Bunny will be in our parking lot and available 

to pose for pictures with your children and pets between 

the hours of 12-1pm and 5-6pm. Social distancing 

protocols and masks are required. You may take as many 

pictures as you like with our Bunny. There is no charge for 

this event. 
 
On April 11 beginning at 11:30am, AVH staff will be 

performing a Day of Giving at the Funny Farm. Staff 

will be performing nail trims and ear cleanings for all 

eligible animals. Client Services staff will be on site as 

well to provide visitors with AVH information and give 

aways. Please come support the Funny Farm and AVH 

in this Community Service Project! 
 
Early in May, the AVH staff will invite family and 

friends to join us in a Beach Clean Up project on the 

Atlantic City beaches.  
 
AVH is heavily involved in recycling, and we are actively 

initiating new recycling projects and events within our 

hospital and for our community led by Dr. Donna 

Vittorelli. We love you Dr. V! See page 5 for how you 

can help! 
 

DON’T BE FOOLED BY THESE 

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS 

ABOUT DOGS 
 

1. Dogs See in Black, White and Gray (MYTH) 

One of the most common dog myths is that dogs are 

colorblind. They can see some color, but the spectrum is 

limited compared to human color vision, says 

the American Kennel Club. This is because our canine 
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pals are dichromatic, meaning their eyes only have two 

kinds of the cone cells that control color perception. 

Humans and most other primates have three kinds of 

cones, making us trichromatic. For an approximation of 

how your dog sees the world (similar to a person with red-

green color blindness, scientists think) you can check out 

the Dog Vision online tool. That orange squeaky toy just 

might look blue to your pooch! 

2. Dogs Age in Human Years (MYTH) 

While dogs comparatively age much faster than humans, 

one of the common misconceptions about dogs is that in 

one year of their life equals exactly seven human years. 

This fuzzy formula would mean a ten-year-old dog is 

comparable to a seventy-year-old human. According 

to Priceonomics, this myth has been around since at least 

the thirteenth century! Your pup grows up and ages very 

quickly, but the rule of seven (or three for cats) isn't 

precise. What truly affects your dog's age in human years 

is his size, breed and genetic makeup. Wondering how old 

your dog is right now compared to your brother or 

grandpa? Pet Health Network® has a great chart based 

on weight and age to help you figure out how your pooch 

ages over time. 

3. Dogs with Warm, Dry Noses Are Sick (MYTH) 

It's often believed that a healthy dog has a cold, wet nose. 

However, warm or dry noses are completely normal for 

dogs and shouldn't be taken as a sign you should worry 

about your pet's health. Everything from dry air to 

allergies to simply taking a nap can affect the wetness of 

your dog's nose. However, while nose health isn't 

normally concerning, if you notice your pet's nose is 

constantly dry, cracking or running (not simply wet), make 

an appointment with your veterinarian. 

Meet Max 

4. Dogs Have Clean Mouths (MYTH) 

Yuck. Of all the dog myths you hear, don't believe this 

one. Dogs explore their world with their mouths and 

noses, and because of that, there's no telling what's been in 

your pet's mouth that very day. (Remember, some dogs 

enjoy eating their own poop.) If dental hygiene is 

important to you, commit to a daily teeth-brushing 

routine. As far as getting sick from a doggy kiss, the New 

York Times reports that the germs in your dog's mouth 

are typically specific to dogs. Some pathogens like 

salmonella and certain rare bacteria strains can be passed 

on to humans in dog saliva, but serious infections are 

relatively rare. So, don't stress too much over the 

occasional lick. 

5. Dogs Wag Their Tails When They're Happy 

(MYTH) 

Think your pup is showing you how pleased he is that 

you're home when he slaps his tail from side to side? You 

may be right, but a wag represents a lot more than 

happiness. A wagging tail can also be a sign of anxiety, 

frustration, or nervousness, says PawCulture. So how do 

you know whether your dog is happy or apprehensive 

when he sees you? Pay attention to his overall body 

language. Pet Health Network suggests looking at a 

dog's stance, the position of his ears and the look in his 

eyes before you approach him. 

6. Dogs Should Eat Like Wolves (MYTH) 

Meet Sparky 

https://dog-vision.com/
https://priceonomics.com/the-mythology-of-dog-years/
http://www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/dog-checkups-preventive-care/how-old-your-dog-people-years
https://www.hillspet.com/dog-care/healthcare/dry-dog-nose-concerns
https://www.hillspet.com/dog-care/behavior-appearance/why-do-dogs-eat-poop
https://www.hillspet.com/dog-care/routine-care/4-tips-for-cleaning-your-dogs-teeth
https://www.hillspet.com/dog-care/routine-care/4-tips-for-cleaning-your-dogs-teeth
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/22/us/should-you-let-your-dog-lick-your-face.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/22/us/should-you-let-your-dog-lick-your-face.html
http://www.pawculture.com/tips-advice/dog-behavior/dog-tail-wagging-what-do-different-wags-mean/
http://www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/dog-behavior/why-do-dogs-wag-their-tails


 

 

3 

 

CLIENT MONTHLY NEWSLETTER        APRIL 2021 

While it is true that dogs and wolves share a genetic 

ancestral line, dogs and wolves are from the same animal. 

Dogs have evolved over thousands of years from strict 

carnivores that wolves are, to be omnivores — meaning 

that a raw meat-based meal can actually have very 

negative health consequences for your dog. In addition, to 

being a domicile pet rather than a wild beast of the forest, 

wolves tend to only live around six years — much shorter 

than dogs, of which proper nutrition has been shown to 

play a role. So, don't buy the hype when pet food 

companies tell you to feed your dog a "wolf-like" diet; 

rather look for one that is balanced with a dog's specific 

biologic makeup in mind. 

7. Cracking the Windows is Sufficient to Leave a Dog 

in a Car (MYTH) 

Nope, nope, nope. In extreme weather conditions, dogs 

can suffer severe health problems even after a few minutes 

in an overly hot or cold car. It's best to not leave your dog 

in the car on days like these. Even if a quick run into the 

store could turn into a very bad situation for him if you get 

stuck inside. There are even some states that have 

permission to break into your car to rescue your dog if you 

leave your dog in there. Just don't do it. Remember these 

are your fur children, and just like human children, never 

leave them unattended in a locked car. 

8. You Can't Teach an Old Dog New Tricks (MYTH) 

One of the more common dog myths, this one is just 

as mythical as the rest. While there is some truth to dogs 

needing to be socialized from an early age to help prevent 

behavior problems as they age, it doesn't mean your older 

dog can't still learn.  

9. Dogs Hate Mail Carriers (MYTH) 

Okay, so we don't know if your dog has an actual vendetta 

against your mail carrier, their strange behavior generally 

arises from a need to alert and protect you — their pack 

leader. So, when they see this stranger approaching your 

home, they are just doing what they feel like they need to 

do to protect you. One way to curb some of this behavior 

is to introduce your dog to your mail carrier on a couple of 

occasions so that they see this person as a friend rather 

than a threat. 

10. Dogs and Cats are Mortal Enemies (MYTH) 

Cats are independent, finicky creatures while dogs are 

naturally curious creatures; it is this dynamic that roused 

this myth in the first place. Cats and dogs can get along 

fine as long as they are properly introduced and 

socialized. Now that doesn't mean that your cat won't swat 

at your pup when your dog wants to play and your cat just 

wants to be left alone, so it's best to understand when a 

situation could escalate and try and resolve it by 

redirecting the playful one toward something else. Now, 

the myth of whether there is a secret society of cats trying 

to overtake the world and dogs are human's first line of 

defense from this happening ... the myth has still yet to be 

debunked. 

11. Rubbing Your Dog's Nose in an Accident Will 

Prevent Them in the Future (MYTH) 

Again, myth. Dog's tend to understand behavior 

problems at the time that the behavior occurs. So, 

when you come home to find an accident and rub your 

dog's nose in it, it is very likely that he will not make 

the connection to know what he did. So, you are in 

essence punishing a dog that doesn't know why he is 

being punished. This could exacerbate the issue and 

create more potty problems in the future. Rather, it is best 

to try and catch him in the act and redirect him to his 

proper potty destination. Also, make sure to clean up 

accidents with a pet friendly cleaner, as dogs have an acute 

sense of smell and will often return to spots they've 

marked before. 

 

ANIMAL FACTS 

FLEA & TICK SEASON 

You might be wondering when flea season is in your 

area of the country. After all, it’s important to keep 

your pet on a flea and tick preventative when these 

pests are most prevalent. However, fleas and ticks are 

https://www.hillspet.com/science-diet/dog-food
https://www.hillspet.com/science-diet/dog-food
https://www.hillspet.com/cat-care/routine-care/introducing-a-new-cat-to-current-pets
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a problem for pets year-round. Here’s a map showing 

when you might be most at risk for an infestation: 

 

 

As you can see, fleas and ticks are most active during 

the warmer months of the year. In the middle of the US 

(including New Jersey), fleas and ticks are a greater 

risk generally between March and December. Moving 

north, flea season gets gradually shorter. All this being 

said, fleas and ticks can strike any time of year, in any 

part of the country. So even if it’s an icy-cold February 

in Alaska, you still might experience a flea infestation 

or tick bite — it’s just less likely. 

Fleas are tough little creatures (the yucky ones always 

are!). They can live in temperatures as low as the upper 

30s and thrive especially when it’s between 65- and 

80-degrees Fahrenheit with 75-85% humidity. Fleas 

simply need an animal host to feed on to survive cold 

winters. 

Flea pupae stay in their cocoons while it’s chilly and 

emerge when the weather gets warmer, simply biding 

their time in a warm area, like your basement or 

garage. These pupae can stay dormant for well over a 

year until the weather warms up. Then they emerge 

from their cocoons and that’s when you have an 

infestation on your hands. 

When Does My Pet Need to Be on a Flea and Tick 

Preventative? 

Since these pests just need a warm environment to 

thrive, a warm home is perfect for fleas to lay their 

eggs. This is why all pets need to be on flea and tick 

preventatives all year round — even if you have an 

indoors-only pet. A warm house is particularly at risk 

for fleas to be active the entire year. 

What Happens If My Pet Isn’t on a Preventative?  

Unfortunately, you risk more than just a few itchy bites 

if you don’t put your pet on a flea and tick 

preventative. These blood-suckers can spread a variety 

of serious diseases including: 

• Lyme disease 

• Babesiosis (similar to malaria) 

• Ehrlichiosis (bacterial infection) 

• Tick paralysis 

Plus, prevention is much, much easier to deal with than 

extermination. This is a case where defense is the best 

offense. Giving your pet a topical or oral medication 

once a month is much, much easier than shampooing 

your pet and having to rid your entire home of fleas 

and ticks. These pests don’t just hide on our animals 

— they also infest carpets, furniture and floorboards. 

Extermination isn’t just a massive pain. It can also be 

expensive! You might also have to pay for pricey vet 

bills. It’s just not worth the risk. 

Feel free to explore the Absecon Pharmacy for available 

Flea & Tic products: 

https://abseconvet.vetsfirstchoice.com/search/?text=flea+

and+tic 

 

 

PROTECT YOUR PET FROM CHOCOLATE! 

https://www.foundanimals.org/get-rid-fleas-medication-ingredients-101/
https://www.foundanimals.org/get-rid-fleas-medication-ingredients-101/
https://www.foundanimals.org/lyme-disease-symptoms-guide-lyme-disease-dogs/
https://abseconvet.vetsfirstchoice.com/search/?text=flea+and+tic
https://abseconvet.vetsfirstchoice.com/search/?text=flea+and+tic
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April’s Featured Breed: Newfoundland 

 

 
 

The Newfoundland is a large, heavily boned, powerful 

dog, strong enough to pull a drowning man from rough 

seas and are often used in Water Rescue Programs. The 

dog’s appearance is both huggable but imposing. This 

breed is slightly longer than it is tall. The gait gives the 

impression of effortless power, with good reach and drive, 

and the double coat is a soft, dense undercoat with a 

coarse, moderately long and straight outer coat. The 

dog’s soft expression reflects its benevolent and dignified 

temperament. Newfoundlands are generally very good 

with children and other pets. A Newfoundland dog was 

featured as Nana (the babysitter) in Disney’s Peter Pan due 

to the Newfoundland’s gentle nature with children. Of 

course, small children need to be supervised with pets who 

are larger than they. 
 
Hypoallergenic: No 

Life expectancy: 8 – 10 years 

Height: Male: 27–29 inches (69–74 cm), Female: 25–27 

inches (63–69 cm) 

Weight: Male: 130–150 lbs (60–70 kg), Female: 99–

120 lbs (45–55 kg) 

Temperament: Sweet-Tempered, Gentle, Trainable 

Colors: Black, Black & White, Grey, Brown 

PET MEMORIAL PAGE 

In honor of our patients who have crossed the Rainbow 

Bridge, AVH is launching a Memorial page on our website 

for clients to post pictures of their beloved pets. Submit 

pet’s name and photos to:  Memorial@abseconvet.com.  

 

AVH CLIENT PARTICIPATION INITIATIVE 
 
AVH has started a Recycling Program for some specific 

items: We are currently collecting your old mascara 

wands.  
 
The wands are used to remove fly eggs and larva from 

the fur and feathers of animals. They can be used to 

help groom animals to remove things like dust, dirt, sand, 

and sawdust. They can help a wildlife rehabilitator 

examine an animal for injuries. They're used with birds 

and bunnies, opossums, and box turtles. 
 
Please wash/clean your old mascara wands and drop them 

off at any time at Absecon Veterinary Hospital. 

 

 

 

 

AVH BLOOD BANK 

H E LP  SA V E A L IFE  
 
IS YOUR PET… 

✓ Dog - Between 55 and 150 lbs/Cat – 10+lbs? 

✓ In excellent health? 

✓ Between the ages of 1 and 6 years old? 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ALL OF THESE THEN 

SIGN UP TO DONATE BLOOD! 
 
Each unit of donated blood helps to save a life of one, two, 

or three critically ill dogs. Many animals require a blood 

transfusion to survive during surgery, following trauma, 

or when they are suffering from anemia or bleed disorders 

such as hemophilia. 
 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk03MMybFCPv3AFhzykgJiVxtb_DNeg:1615824523254&q=newfoundland+dog+hypoallergenic&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MKwyMTDR0s5OttJPSixO1S9ILUkqSk1NKdZPyU-PBzOtMioL8hNzclKL0lPzMpMXscrnpZan5ZfmpeQk5qUoANUpoKoAAIvKlfRcAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD-ui117LvAhXBzVkKHb8PCngQ6BMoADAoegQILBAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk03MMybFCPv3AFhzykgJiVxtb_DNeg:1615824523254&q=newfoundland+dog+life+expectancy&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MKwyMTDR0slOttJPSixO1S9ILUkqSk1NKdZPyU-PBzOtcjLTUuNTKwpSk0sS85IrF7Eq5KWWp-WX5qXkJOalKAAVKoCUKCCUAABnIH2AXgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD-ui117LvAhXBzVkKHb8PCngQ6BMoADApegQIMxAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk03MMybFCPv3AFhzykgJiVxtb_DNeg:1615824523254&q=newfoundland+dog+height&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MKwyMTDRUs5OttJPSixO1S9ILUkqSk1NKdZPyU-PBzOtMlIz0zNKFrGK56WWp-WX5qXkJOalKADlFSAyANgIYDhMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD-ui117LvAhXBzVkKHb8PCngQ6BMoADAqegQIMRAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk03MMybFCPv3AFhzykgJiVxtb_DNeg:1615824523254&q=newfoundland+dog+weight&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MKwyMTDRUs5OttJPSixO1S9ILUkqSk1NKdZPyU-PBzOtylMz0zNKFrGK56WWp-WX5qXkJOalKADlFSAyAL7wOIxMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD-ui117LvAhXBzVkKHb8PCngQ6BMoADAregQILhAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk03MMybFCPv3AFhzykgJiVxtb_DNeg:1615824523254&q=newfoundland+dog+temperament&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MKwyMTDR0shOttJPSixO1S9ILUkqSk1NKdZPyU-PBzOtSlJzC1KLEnNT80oWscrkpZan5ZfmpeQk5qUoABUpIEkDAB2pHO9WAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD-ui117LvAhXBzVkKHb8PCngQ6BMoADAsegQIKxAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk03MMybFCPv3AFhzykgJiVxtb_DNeg:1615824523254&q=newfoundland+dog+colors&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MKwyMTDRUspOttJPSixO1S9ILUkqSk1NKdZPyU-PBzOtkvNz8osWsYrnpZan5ZfmpeQk5qUoAKUVwBLFAGq8AwhLAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD-ui117LvAhXBzVkKHb8PCngQ6BMoADAtegQIJRAC
mailto:Memorial@abseconvet.com
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Visit:    abseconvet.com, Resources tab –click on 

Blood Bank 

to learn more and sign-up! 
 

During the month of May, AVH will kick off a 

community blood drive for dogs and cats. More info 

will follow via email! 
 

CALL FOR PICTURES 
 

If you would like to have pictures of your pets included in 

future newsletters and on social media, please email them 

to hospital@abseconvet.com and include the pets name, 

owner’s name, pets age, and a few lines of information 

about the pet. 

 

NEW IDEAS 
 
Our staff at AVH are working on some new ideas to bring 

our clients Animal Educational Opportunities. We plan 

to schedule some sessions on Facebook Live, so that 

clients can interactively participate and ask questions on a 

variety of topics. More information to come! 
 

AVH ADOPTION NETWORK 

AVH partners with a few local reputable Rescue 

organizations as a Community Service project to help 

animals in need find good homes. All adoptions are 

arranged through each individual rescue.  

All animals adopted through this resource 

receive a Complimentary First Exam at 

Absecon Veterinary Hospital. 

The following dogs are available through Rylie’s 

Rescue… 

 

 

 
 

  
Available for Adoption!  

Meet Rosie! Rosie was found wandering in a park in 

Chester, PA. She had a collar on and part of a rope tied to 

it. We aren't really sure how she got there or her story, but 

we might not want to know her past. We took her in and 

got her to an emergency vet for care. She had some GI 

mailto:hospital@abseconvet.com
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issues and had trouble walking (due to her worn paw pads 

from walking so much), but did not have any fatal injuries. 

She then went to our regular vet for vaccines the next day 

for heartworm and Lyme test, a checkup and microchip 

check. 

Rosie's foster tells us that she is doing amazing and is the 

sweetest pup who just wants to be loved. She is a 57lb 3-

year-old pit bull who is fully vaccinated, microchipped 

and spayed. She gets along well with kids, cats and dogs. 

If you would like to meet or adopt Rosie, please fill out an 

application below and DM me. Thank you for your 

interest! 

https://ryliesrescue.org/adoption-application 
 

 
 

 

Available for Adoption!  

Meet beautiful Buddy! Buddy is a 6-month-old German 

Shepherd who was surrendered with his brother when the 

owners ran into financial difficulties. Buddy is about 

50lbs, but will grow to about 75lbs. He is super sweet - 

great with dogs and kids, but not ok with cats.  

Buddy is fully vaccinated, microchipped and neutered. He 

walks well on a leash, is house and crate trained and would 

make an amazing per for any family. He will need 

additional training, of course. Please fill out application 

below if interested in adopting Buddy. Thank you for 

choosing to adopt.  

https://ryliesrescue.org/adoption-application 
 

 
 

https://ryliesrescue.org/adoption-application?fbclid=IwAR0V8Duejy8Ybcv5SguepAU9scLKlShGLN15duVCnGmd-8YaRxPp0AcviJU
https://ryliesrescue.org/adoption-application?fbclid=IwAR2fXxJrgvN4p_CPc0Mw2IhbrnWYq8HsVmLrT0GUugmrNL7YvVcnBOtB-PA
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Available for Adoption!  

Meet Petey! Petey is a beautiful 55lb. 2 1/2 year old hound 

mix. He was living on the streets for the past year until a 

resident took him in and reached out to rescue. He is a bit 

shy at first, but incredibly sweet and just wants to be loved. 

Petey will be coming up to PA on Saturday, 3/20 and will 

be up to date on all vaccinations, neutered, microchipped 

and has been tested for heartworm. He is great with dogs, 

cats and kids! 

If interested in giving this sweet boy a second chance, 

please fill out an application below.  

http://bit.ly/RyliesRescueAdopt 
 

 
Foster needed ASAP! 

Can anyone foster this girl? Glory is a 1 1/2-year-old lab 

mix who loves people, but needs to be the only dog in the 

house. Please let me know ASAP if interested – Angie 

215-796-8787 Thank you! 

 

Don’t forget to come visit our 

Easter Bunny on April 1, 2, 3 @ 

12-1pm and 5-6pm! Kids and 

Pets Welcome! 

 

 

https://bit.ly/RyliesRescueAdopt?fbclid=IwAR2sqAEJFRtpyYbfG1oTU6bDYZmETkVaE5SBmNbcD3hNujufZunOx26_d1E

