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LOVE, LICKS, & SMILES 
 

FEBRUARY IS RESPONSIBLE PET 

GUARDIAN MONTH & AVMA 

NATIONAL PET DENTAL HEALTH 

MONTH  

 

Say Hello to Anita and Nipsey! 

What’s New? 
 

The 9 winning canvas photos of our 2020 Pet Photo 

Contest are being hung in our new exam rooms. Each of 

the winning pets will now be the mascot of the new rooms. 

Once COVID is over, clients will get a chance to view the 

mascot photos in person. Whenever that may be!  

Patients with scheduled visits during Valentine’s week 

will get a few little surprises. Be My Valentine!  

 

Check Those Fangs! 
 

An easily overlooked yet crucial indicator of your 

pet’s health is their mouth. 
 

Keeping up with your pet’s dental cleanings both at 

home and at the vet will help your them live the healthy, 

happy life that they deserve, and also help you save 

money by heading off problems before they become 

costly major issues. 
 

9 Signs of Pet Dental Health Problems 
 
Make sure you’re looking in your pet’s mouth on a 

regular basis for any of the following: 

• Bad breath 

• Broken or loose teeth 

• Extra teeth or retained baby teeth 

• Discolored teeth or teeth covered in tartar 
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• Abnormal drooling, chewing, or dropping food 

from mouth 

• Reduced appetite or dropping food from mouth 

• Pain in or around the mouth 

• Bleeding from the mouth 

• Swelling in the areas around the mouth 
 

Periodontal Disease 
 

By and far the most common dental condition in dogs and 

cats – most dogs and cats will exhibit signs of this disease 

by age 3 – and can contribute to serious health issues such 

as: 

• Kidney Disease 

• Heart Disease 

• Liver Disease 
 

 

CHECK OUT our Youtube video page at 

https://www.youtube.com/user/AbseconVet Cool stuff 

will be posted soon.  

 

Boone and Patti  

Boone is so handsome! 

 

PET MEMORIAL PAGE 

In honor of our patients who have crossed the Rainbow 

Bridge, AVH is launching a Memorial page on our website 

for clients to post pictures of their beloved pets. Submit 

pet’s name and photos to:  Memorial@abseconvet.com.  

February’s Featured Breed: 
Goldendoodle 

   
A Goldendoodle is a dog crossbreed bred from a Golden 

Retriever and a Poodle, their name is a portmanteau of 

Golden Retriever and Labradoodle. Whilst primarily bred 

as companion dogs, Goldendoodles have been 

successfully trained as therapy dogs, guide dogs and other 

forms of assistance dogs. 
 
Goldendoodles are gentle and affectionate dogs with an 

easy-going temperament. They are extremely intelligent, 

and according to the Goldendoodle Association of North 

America, they score in the top 4 of the 150 smartest breeds. 

They have an extremely social personality and love to be 

with their fur parents. 
  
Mass: 30 – 45 lbs (Adult, Medium size) 

Scientific name: Canis lupus familiaris 

Height: Male: 2 – 2.2 ft. (At Shoulder), Female: 1.8 – 

1.9 ft. (At Shoulder) 

Temperament: Friendly, Energetic, Intelligent, 

Trainable 

Origin: Australia, United States 

Life expectancy: around 10 to 15 years 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/AbseconVet
mailto:Memorial@abseconvet.com
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=goldendoodle+mass&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEorq8zV0shOttJPyszPyU-v1M8vSk_MyyzOjU_OSSwuzkzLTE4syczPs8oF8haxCqbn56Sk5qXk56fkpCqAxAAWcx_nSwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQ6BMoADAhegQIJhAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=goldendoodle+scientific+name&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAF3KMQqAMAwAwEnQxcHZobNLxbGLT5HYxhJsErBF8Du-VF0dD65uu8ayHaftvHiYd-_sSpo0XlaPCEKZF58gZ9rIQyEVlz2hlM9GgNGABMP4Vol31UdNASWohoTmVx9mfBoVbQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQ6BMoADAiegQILBAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=goldendoodle+height&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEorq8zV0spOttJPyszPyU-v1M8vSk_MyyzOjU_OSSwuzkzLTE4syczPs8pIzUzPKFnEKpyen5OSmpeSn5-Sk6oAEQUAUJrvTU8AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQ6BMoADAjegQILxAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=goldendoodle+temperament&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEorq8zV0shOttJPSixO1S9ILUkqSk1NKdZPyU-PBzOtSlJzC1KLEnNT80oWsUqk5-ekpOal5Oen5KQqIEkBALdzt4BSAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQ6BMoADAkegQIMBAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=goldendoodle+origin&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEorq8zVks9OttJPyszPyU-v1E_My8xNzIlPKkpNTbHKL8pMz8xbxCqcnp-TkpqXkp-fkpOqABEFAFr78U5EAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQ6BMoADAlegQIMxAC
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=Australia&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEorq8xVAjOTM9IzKrXks5Ot9JMy83Py0yv1E_MycxNz4pOKUlNTrPKLMtMz8xaxcjqWFpcUJeZkJu5gZQQAa1BcPUgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQmxMoATAlegQIMxAD
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=United+States&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEorq8xVAjMtk83LDbTks5Ot9JMy83Py0yv1E_MycxNz4pOKUlNTrPKLMtMz8xax8obmZZakpigElySWpBbvYGUEAHRhbrpMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQmxMoAjAlegQIMxAE
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS849US849&sxsrf=ALeKk02mEt1ZdcfJNN2XWS__5QpmtY78LA:1611001156521&q=goldendoodle+life+expectancy&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MEorq8zVks3PLkq0yi6IL8hJTE7NyM9JSS3ST0tMLokvSa0oWcQqkw4SykvJz0_JSVXIyUxLVUitKEhNLknMS64EAPBfHcxLAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi7yKr9pqbuAhXmUd8KHf_OAKwQ6BMoADAmegQIMRAC
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Cutie pie Floren and mom, Ali  
 
 

ANIMAL FACTS 

How Do Pets Show Love? 
 

By Lauren Barker 
 
We’d all like to think that our pets love us as much as we 

love them, but how can we know? How exactly could pets 

show love, anyway? Are they cuddling with us out of 

affection or because they want dinner? 

Those are good questions. And it turns out that we know a 

lot about how pets relate to their favorite humans. 
 
In what ways do pets show love? 
 
“Pets show love by being excited to see us, by greeting us, 

by vocalizing in ways that show us they’re excited to see 

us, by spending time with us and seeking us out to be with 

us,” said Margaret Gruen, an assistant professor of 

behavioral medicine in NC State’s College of Veterinary 

Medicine. 
 
Pets exhibit behaviors that show that they recognize 

familiar people, which reinforces that pet-human bond. 
 
“Even rodents will recognize their person and respond 

differently to them,” Gruen said. 
 
There are actual chemical responses in human brains 

related to love and affection. Are there similar chemical 

responses in pets? 
 
“Yes. For sure in dogs,” Gruen said. “There have been 

several studies that have looked at oxytocin in dogs and 

people.” 
 
For example, a mutual gaze between a dog and a human 

can increase oxytocin in both the human and the dog, 

Gruen said. 
 

“This hasn’t really been looked at much in other species, 

though,” Gruen said. 
 
What is oxytocin? 

“People call it the love hormone,” Gruen said. 
 
A neuropeptide, oxytocin is a hormone that plays a role in 

establishing and maintaining some interpersonal bonds. 

For example, oxytocin is released at childbirth, and is 

important in mother-child bonding. 
 
Is there a certain way we should talk to our pets to help 

gain their trust? 

People definitely use ‘baby talk’ or special voices for their 

dogs, Gruen said. 
 
“We don’t know anything about what that does oxytocin-

wise, but pets know that you’re talking to them,” Gruen 

said. “They know that there are voices and words that are 

meant for them. To gain trust, baby talk isn’t necessary but 

a positive voice and interaction are.” 
 
Pets may even know that particular songs are meant for 

them. 
 

 
 
How can we tell if a pet loves us? 

“Almost all the ways that show that pets love you are built 

on the understanding that you love them,” Gruen said. 
 
The human-animal bond goes both ways. More confident 

animal behaviors demonstrate that pets trust and love you. 

“A dog or cat who may be friendly but is worried about 

you may show more submissive behaviors or avoidance 

behaviors,” Gruen said. “But if they are confident in the 

relationship, then they’ll show more confident behaviors. 
 
“The relationships that people build with their pets are 

amazing to see. People appreciate that bond – I think 

people used to be embarrassed about it – but now people 

understand how important that bond is to both the pet and 

the person.” 
 

https://news.ncsu.edu/author/lmleslie/
https://cvm.ncsu.edu/directory/gruen-margaret/
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Can other pets show love? 

Horses show familiarly and can recognize people, Gruen 

said. 
 
“Horses provide a lot of companionship for their person 

and are another animal that can give and receive trust,” she 

said. 
 
Gruen said that with animals such as snakes, relationships 

may be a bit more one-sided than with a dog. 
 
“Interaction with an animal like a snake is still very 

important and puts people in a caretaking position, which 

is also very important, because the snake cannot provide 

for itself inside your home,” Gruen said. “I think people 

get a little less back from them – which is another reason 

why people love dogs so much, because they give us back 

just as much as we give them.” 
 
How can we best show love to our pets? 

Gruen said that providing for the needs of their pets – 

physically and emotionally – exhibits love. Pets living in 

an enriched environment feel safe. 
 
“Its important to take a ‘pets-eye’ perspective when 

handling them,” Gruen added. 
 
How much time elapses before pets truly love you? 

“I think time varies for both individual species and 

individuals within a species,” Gruen said. “Some species 

take longer to build that trust and comfort; others take very 

little time.” 
 
For example, dogs can often show love for you very 

quickly, she said. 
 
“A dog who has had a lot of prior negative experiences 

with people may take a little longer. Other dogs may show 

love at first sight.” 

 

 
 

Lucas, Yo Dude! 

 
Do pets show affection for different reasons other than 

wanting to be with us or to show us love? 

Pets may seek attention to get walked or fed, but that’s 

different from affection, Gruen said. 
 
What are some tips for showing love to pets with 

physical or chronic injuries? 

“We have to adjust to what pets can do. A book called No 

Walks?, No Worries! provides recommendations on how 

to provide mental stimulation if you can’t provide physical 

stimulation,” Gruen said. 
 
If a pet cannot go for a walk, Gruen suggests that owners 

exercise their pet’s brain. Such exercises may consist of 

food puzzles, or toys that entice pets to figure out how best 

to get a treat. 
 
“Making sure an injured pet’s brain is being engaged 

provides an outlet for energy that’s not being used going 

on walks or jogs,” Gruen said. 
 
Walks are especially enriching for dogs to engage their 

noses. 
 
“A recent study showed that dogs who get to spend time 

sniffing while on walks are happier and more positive than 

dogs who are not given the opportunity to smell – so that 

sniffing around is very important as an enrichment for 

them,” Gruen said. 
 
For those dogs who can’t go on walks and smell, Gruen 

suggests providing nose-work inside the home or food 

toys that will fill in the gap for the missed mental 

stimulation. 
 
Is a pet’s love unconditional? 

“Although I think pets are much more forgiving than 

maybe people can be, I don’t think a pet’s love is 

unconditional,” Gruen said. “I think there are situations 

when we can lose their trust if we don’t act in a trustworthy 

way, but pets are very forgiving and very resilient – 

especially dogs.” 
 
Animals who are less domesticated and who have a 

tendency to be afraid, such as parrots and exotic pets, may 

be less forgiving than dogs. 
 
“Some cats may be less forgiving too, but I think cats are 

pretty resilient,” Gruen said.  

 

https://nowalksnoworries.com/
https://nowalksnoworries.com/
https://ckcusa.com/blog/2018/june/3-surprising-reasons-to-let-your-dog-sniff/
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BLOOD BANK 

H E LP  SA V E A L IFE  
 
IS YOUR DOG… 

✓ Between 55 and 150 pounds? 

✓ In excellent health? 

✓ Between the ages of 1 and 6 years old? 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ALL OF THESE THEN 

SIGN UP TO DONATE BLOOD! 
 
Each unit of donated blood helps to save a life of one, two, 

or three critically ill dogs. Many dogs require a blood 

transfusion to survive during surgery, following trauma, 

or when they are suffering from anemia or bleed disorders 

such as hemophilia. 
 

Visit:    abseconvet.com/blood-bank/ 

to learn more and sign-up! 
 

CALL FOR PICTURES 
 

If you would like to have pictures of your pets included in 

future newsletters and on social media, please email them 

to hospital@abseconvet.com and include the pets name, 

owner’s name, pets age, and a few lines of information 

about the pet. 
 
DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR BOARDING 

SERVICES FOR EXTENDED STAY AND DAY 

CARE! 
 

 

Say Hello to the adorable Ari! 

 

 

From our parking lot: Meet Sean, Sid, & Rosie 

AVH ADOPTION NETWORK 

AVH partners with a few local reputable Rescue 

organizations as a Community Service project to help 

animals in need find good homes. All adoptions are 

arranged through each individual rescue.  

All animals adopted through this resource 

receive a Complimentary First Exam at 

Absecon Veterinary Hospital.  

Please join us in welcoming our newest Rescue & 

Adoption Network partnerships: Shih Tzus & 

Furbabies www.stfb.org and Rylie’s Rescue (more info 

to come). 

BECOME A FOSTER PARENT FOR 

SHIH TZUS & FURBABIES 

  

Ask our foster parents how it feels to save a life. Ask what 

it's like to take in a scared, confused, unwanted dog, and 

teach him or her about love, trust, and treats. 

mailto:hospital@abseconvet.com
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Fostering is an incredibly vital part of our rescue process. 

Foster parents provide each furbaby with a loving, safe, 

supportive environment, which for some, is the first they 

have ever experienced. For many furbabies, fostering is 

essential for helping them 'prepare' for adoption; it gives 

them the opportunity to work on socialization, leash 

walking, and learn what it's like to be part of a family. For 

the foster parent, we know that each furbaby is another life 

saved and another pup to spoil and snuggle and teach 

about love, stuffies, and soft beds. 

Visit www.stfb.org to check out Adoptables and pets to 

Foster at Shih Tzus & Furbabies. 

ONLY MAINE COONS RESCUE ADOPTABLES 

 

Tai (Maine Coon Mix) 
• Status: Available 

for Adoption 

(adoption info) 

• Adoption Fee: 

225.00 

• Species: Cat 

• General Color: 

Tuxedo 

• Color: black and 

white / Tuxedo 

• Eye Color: Gold 

• Current Age: 5 

Years 8 Months 

(best estimate) 

• Location: 

Blairstown NJ 

07825 

• Declawed: No 

• Housetrained: No 

• Grooming Needs: 

Moderate 

Tai is very shy and unsure.  He is doing better as time goes 

on, and is allowing pets on his head and parts of the 

body.  He sometimes likes other cats and sometimes he 

does not.  Tai is starting to come out of his hiding spot 

more and more and we will often find him out and about 

in his room.   

Tai will need an adopter who has a nice quiet home and 

who will be patient with him as he learns that things will 

be ok and that he is safe. 

Tai is Quiet, Playful, Timid, Skittish 
 
Visit 

https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/animals/detail?Anim

alID=16319152 to complete an Adoption Application for 

Tai.  
 

 

Mollie (Maine Coon Mix) 
• Status: Available 

for Adoption 

(adoption info) 

• Adoption Fee: 

225.00 

• Species: Cat 

• General Color: 

Gray and White 

• Color: Gray and 

white / Bicolor 

• Current Age: 2 

Years 3 Months 

(best estimate) 

• Location: 08724 

• Declawed: No 

• Housetrained: Yes 

• Grooming Needs: 

Low 

Mollie is very friendly and very mellow. She is  playful 

(loves to chase toys and run) and very affectionate. She 

http://www.stfb.org/
https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/info/adoption
https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/animals/detail?AnimalID=16319152
https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/animals/detail?AnimalID=16319152
https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/info/adoption
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will sit in your lap and purr. When not in your lap, she will 

follow you around. When she initially came into foster 

care she claimed to be shy and hid but after a day she was 

out and about and wanted attention. Mollie gets along with 

other cats . Mollie will need to be adopted with another cat 

or into a home that has another cat. She is negative for FIV 

and FeLV and up to date on shots. See more pics and 

adoption instructions at: 

https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/animals/detail?Anim

alID=16325892#prettyPhoto 
 
Mollie comes with a complimentary wellness exam at 

Absecon Veterinary Hospital.  
 

BE MY VALENTINE! 

Check out these sites for pet Valentine’s gifts  

https://www.petsmart.com/featured-shops/valentines-

day/  

https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/category/v

alentines-day-shop 

5 Ways to Have the Best Valentine's Day 

with Your Pet 
 

Posted by Amber King 

https://www.wideopenpets.com/5-ways-to-have-the-best-

valentines-day-with-your-pet/ 

 

 
Love is in the air between you and your pet this Valentine's 

Day. 
 
Between all the paper hearts, bouquets of roses, and boxes 

of chocolate don't forget about the furry family member 

that loves you unconditionally. Your pet is your biggest 

supporter and number one fan, and a special Valentine's 

Day is the perfect way to show you care. 
 
Chocolate is obviously a bad idea and roses would go 

unappreciated, but there are other ways you and your 

furry/feathery/scaly friend can mark the holiday. 

One great free gift to celebrate how much you love your 

furry friend are these easy free Printable Conversation 

Heart Collar Charms! The DIY instructions are easy and 

the charms for your pet's collar are adorable. These will 

show your friends that you have the BEST Valentine 

waiting for you to head out to the park! 
 
Here are five ways to spend Valentine's Day with your pet. 
 
1.  Do Something They Love to Do 

 
If your dog's version of the perfect day involves running 

laps at the dog park, take him! If he loves going on long 

walks more than anything else, lace up your shoes and get 

going. Your cat would leap for joy if you joined in on their 

playtime, and even birds have favorite games they like 

to play. 
 
Whatever you do, remember it's all about them. Try not to 

think about that co-worker that's been stealing your 

lunches or the gift you still need to buy for your brother's 

birthday. Just relax and enjoy spending time with your pet. 
 
2. Spoil Them with a Special Treat 

 
You should steer clear of the candy aisle when picking out 

the perfect V-day treat for your furry friend, but don't think 

your options are limited. Pet bakeries are popping up all 

across the country, and they're serving up seriously 

delicious treats catered to animal's dietary restrictions. 

You can even whip up your own batch of pupcakes, 

muffins, or biscuits. 
 

https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/animals/detail?AnimalID=16325892#prettyPhoto
https://omcrescue.rescuegroups.org/animals/detail?AnimalID=16325892#prettyPhoto
https://www.petsmart.com/featured-shops/valentines-day/
https://www.petsmart.com/featured-shops/valentines-day/
https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/category/valentines-day-shop
https://www.petco.com/shop/en/petcostore/category/valentines-day-shop
https://www.wideopenpets.com/author/amber-king/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/7-reasons-your-pet-is-your-real-valentine-this-year/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/7-reasons-your-pet-is-your-real-valentine-this-year/
https://www.thebrokedog.com/free-printable-conversation-heart-collar-charms/
https://www.thebrokedog.com/free-printable-conversation-heart-collar-charms/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/pet-sitting-company-put-4000-tennis-balls-pool-name-shelter-dogs/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/how-to-teach-your-parrot-to-skatebird-video/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/10-recipes-homemade-dog-treats/
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3. Let Them Pick out a New Toy 

 
Kids love going to the toy store and picking out what they 

want, and your pet is no different. Stores like Petco and 

Petsmart have an open door policy for leashed pets, and 

dogs and cats are always allowed to peruse the shelves. 

Let them explore the store and take their time picking out 

the perfect toy. They'll be so excited to take it home and 

start playing. 
 
4. Arrange a Play Date 

 
Valentine's Day may be all about the love you share for 

each other, but the more the merrier. If your pet enjoys 

playing with others of his same species, invite his friends 

over for a good time. 
 
Puppy play dates are always fun for everyone involved, 

and even cats like playing with other friendly felines. 
 
5. Have a Professional Photo Shoot 

 
Your phone's photo gallery is already full of adorable 

pictures of your pets, but professional pet portraits are 

priceless keepsakes. Stores like JC Penny offer pet 

portrait packages, and it's not hard to find professional 

photographers that specialize in taking pictures of dogs, 

cats, and other animals. 
 
Make it a big deal by taking them to be groomed and 

pampered beforehand, and don't be afraid to get in front of 

the camera yourself. Selfies are okay, but you don't want 

to miss out on this opportunity. 
 
Don't forget that on that playdate with your bestie (and 

your dog's bestie) you can also consider fun activities like 

creating DIY bandanas together! Pinterest has a ton of 

ideas. DIY dog collars are also a great project for pet 

parents! 
 
Spending time with loved ones is the best Valentine's day 

gift. 
 
Whether you look forward to February 14th every year or 

not, think outside the chocolate box when planning the 

purrfect Valentine's Day with your pet. Get creative and 

remember the most important thing is to let them know 

they're loved and appreciated. 
 
It's not about plush toys, floral arrangements, rope toys, 

baked goods or even the new pet Ellen Degeneres 

collection! This special day is about spending quality time 

with your best friend! 
 
How are you going to share the love with your pets this 

Valentine's Day? Let us know in the comments. 

 

http://www.wideopenpets.com/10-big-retail-chains-you-didnt-know-were-dog-friendly/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/meet-paris-possibly-the-cutest-kitten-ever/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/cinni-the-border-collie-is-a-testament-to-animal-photography/
http://www.wideopenpets.com/cinni-the-border-collie-is-a-testament-to-animal-photography/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/196539971223319225/

