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CORE NARRATIVE
Whether we’re white, Black, or brown, rich or poor, from the big city, 
suburb, small town, or the country, Ohioans believe our government 
should represent all of us, not just a few special interests. We know our 
strength comes from our hard work, grit, and determination to join 
together across differences to overcome age-old color-coded barriers 
and build a new future for Ohio that includes all of us, and not just the 
wealthy few.  

When we’re all in for Ohio, we look out for our neighbors, register to 
become voters, march for Black lives, and wear masks to protect the 
health and safety of our communities. For this to be a place where 
everyone can thrive, we cannot let the wealthiest 1% and the politicians 
they pay for divide us based on what we look like, where we come from, 
or how much money we have. Ohioans know that we are stronger when 
we act together.

Although COVID-19 rages through our communities and militarized 
police continue to terrorize those demanding liberty and justice for all, 
we know there are better days ahead. As Ohioans, we must go all in to 
ensure a better, brighter, and safer future for our families, just like we’ve 
done in our past. Every Ohioan should be able to advance through the 
efforts we put in, whether we’re Black or white, woman or man, and 
young or old. 

By joining together, we can rewrite the rules and ensure that everyone’s 
rights are respected, no exceptions. Together, we are committed to 
keeping our communities safe, fighting for racial justice, strengthening 
our democracy, and holding our elected officials accountable. 

Join us as we go all in for Ohio. When we are all in, we make the future 
for all of us.



WHAT IS ALL IN FOR OHIO? 
All In for Ohio isn’t one organization or a formal coalition. We’re 
a group of allies throughout the Buckeye State committed 
to building an Ohio for all of us. Some of our partners include 
Innovation Ohio, Policy Matters Ohio, Cleveland VOTES, and 
The Ohio Environmental Council.

The All In for Ohio brand and this messaging guide are based 
on the pioneering Race Class Narrative (RCN) research 
developed by Anat Shenker-Osorio and ASO Communications. 
RCN is a unique and effective communications approach that 
promotes economic empowerment, racial justice, and gender 
equity, using proven language that mobilizes and persuades 
voters. 



HOW TO USE ALL IN FOR OHIO?

This messaging guide provides 
suggested narratives and language 
for All In for Ohio that can be used 
in many different ways, including 
personal conversations, public 
statements, interviews, social media, 
ad campaigns, and more. These 
narratives can be adapted for any 
number of progressive issues, as seen 
below. 

TOPLINE MESSAGES
• When we’re all in for Ohio, we look out for our 

neighbors, register to become voters, march for Black 
lives, and wear a mask to protect the health of our 
communities. Whether Black, white, or brown, native or 
newcomer, most of us just want the best for our families. 

• Our strength as Ohioans comes from our hard work, 
resilience, and determination to join together across 
our differences to overcome age-old color-coded 
barriers and build a new future that includes all of us, 
not just the wealthy few.  

• Although COVID-19 rages through our communities 
and militarized police continue to terrorize those 
demanding liberty and justice for all, we know there 
are better days ahead. We know we can go all in to 
build a better, brighter, and safer future for Ohio, just 
like we’ve done in our past.

• Together, we are committed to keeping our 
communities safe, fighting for racial justice, 
strengthening our democracy, and holding our 
elected officials accountable. When we are all in for 
Ohio, we make the future for all of us regardless of our 
differences, no exceptions.



WORDS TO 
EMBRACE 
AND 
REPLACE

EMBRACE REPLACE WHY?

Whether white, Black or brown; native 
or newcomer; Latino or Asian; people of 
different races and places

Everyone; people; all people
Explicit reference to “white” as a race in 
addition to others; expresses multiracial 
solidarity 

No matter our differences, we all want 
the same things (i.e., do right by our 
families; see our children succeed; 
build a better life for our loved ones and 
those to come)

We are all the same at heart; we don’t see 
color or race

Bringing up our differences first then following 
up with a call for unity and solidarity (based on 
common values/interests) appeals to voters 
across the board. 

Join together across racial/ethnic 
differences

Come together as one people/community; 
join together in our communities

Racial/ethnic reference appeals to our base 
and persuadables, while maintaining optimism / 
forward movement

Politicians/the wealthy few blame Black 
or brown people, new immigrants, and 
people working hard for their families 
for the problems their failures caused 

They discriminate/are racist against Black or 
brown people, new immigrants, and people 
working hard for their families

Saying “discriminate” or “racist against” is non-
specific and often puts off persuadables

Powerful/greedy/wealthy few who 
rig the rules; some politicians; certain 
lobbyists

The wealthy and the rich, economic elites Emphasize that we’re only referring to a few so 
as not to alienate others  

Corporation Company; business Company or business evokes local community 
ties; corporation is faceless and alienating



EMBRACE REPLACE WHY?

Working people Workers Work does not define a person’s life; they 
are a human being with an identity first

Some politicians deprive us working 
people from having good schools, 
roads, and basic services; they line 
their pockets while we’re forced to 
choose between rent or groceries

Systemic inequalities; housing/
education/infrastructural gaps for 
people of color; disparities between rich 
and poor 

Words like “systemic” and “disparities” imply 
no causation, forcing persuadable voters 
and our opponents to fill in the gap and 
blame people of color 

Put in our fair share; contribute our 
hard-earned dollars to improve 
the lives of our families and 
communities 

Paying taxes; tax burden/relief 
Everyone (across the political spectrum) 
doesn’t like taxes; need to emphasize what 
taxes actually promise  

Be a voter; become a voter Vote; go vote
Framing the act of voting/participating in 
democracy as a crucial, positive part of 
identity is more effective than the action 
itself  

Fair return on our work Hard work should be rewarded; we 
should be paid a decent wage

Framing it as a “fair return” is more specific 
and powerful

Regardless of our differences, we all 
want to leave behind a better world 
for those to come 

The future is for all of us Positive and forward-thinking, while 
acknowledging individual differences

WORDS TO 
EMBRACE 
AND 
REPLACE



COVID-19 • Some seek to turn us toward going it alone and 
fear of each other in response to this outbreak. 
But we know better. We know that our own 
well-being is tied to everyone else’s. Now more 
than ever, this virus has shown us that we are 
dependent on each other and no matter where 
we live, what we look like, or how much money 
we have, we know it’s time to pull together to 
demand the testing, treatment, and time off we 
all need to get or stay healthy. We’re all in for 
Ohio - an Ohio for all of us.

• We are all better off when we are all healthy. 
Coronavirus doesn’t care about whether 
you’re white, Black, or brown, rich or poor, or 
which zip code you live in. Any one person’s 
wellness depends on everyone else’s. Whether 
it’s people with chronic health conditions 
or homeless people, our neighbors battling 
addiction or people in jail, people providing vital 
services or those who can’t skip a paycheck to 
stay home, we must ensure all of us have the 
care we need and the support required to make 
the best choices for everyone’s health.

• This crisis will pass, but we must not forget its 
lessons. The choices we make now to help us 
weather the outbreak of this virus can also set a 
better course for the future of our communities. 
The urgency and scale of our response to this 
crisis shows us what’s possible when we unite 
across our differences – whether Black, white, 
or Brown – and take action to help all people in 
pursuit of a safe and thriving Ohio.

• Ohio is a place of grit and determination, 
invention and imagination. We recognize for 
us to be truly “in this together,” as Governor 
DeWine said, we must keep looking out for 
one another even after the pandemic. There 
is much more to be done. We will get through 
this, together. And when we do, we can make 
this – a state where Ohioans are all in for each 
other. An Ohio for all.

• Nurses and doctors, delivery people and 
food workers, teachers and first responders - 
these are the people seeing us through this 
crisis. Not corporate executives or investment 
bankers. We can’t afford to forget this. We 
must come together to change our priorities 
and support the people who do so much for 
so little. They’re all in for Ohio - Ohio has to be 
all in for them.

• COVID-19 reminds us that whether you’re 
black or white, rich or poor, urban or rural, 
we’re all human and vulnerable to death and 
illness. Ohio has faced big problems before, 
and we overcame them by coming together, 
being all in for each other and our state. The 
coronavirus crisis is no different - it requires us 
to do our best for each other. We can heal 
from this virus by doing our part and caring 
for one another. That includes small acts of 
kindness like checking in our neighbors, but 
also holding our politicians accountable 
to provide the testing, healthcare, and 
leadership we deserve.



COVID-19 & 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

• Ohioans all want quality healthcare for ourselves and our loved ones no matter where we 
call home. This is true every day, and especially during a global pandemic. But today, some 
of the most vulnerable, medically-compromised people in our society are locked away 
and denied the care we all need to get and stay well. In the meantime, Governor DeWine 
refuses to address the dangerous conditions in our jails and prisons, putting the health and 
safety of thousands of Ohioans at risk. We urge him to immediately allow people forced to 
serve time for petty mistakes like bad checks or drug use, or those whose release is pending 
in a few months, to be with their families. 

• No matter where we live or what we look like, we want our elected leaders to treat us fairly 
and govern for all of us. But today, as we hear hourly reports of new COVID-19 cases in Ohio 
prisons and jails, and deaths in federal facilities, we can only imagine how devastating this 
situation could become. Governor DeWine is putting thousands of people behind bars at risk 
of death during this outbreak. He should immediately allow the following people to return to 
their families:  people with health vulnerabilities, people over the age of 60, people with six 
months or less remaining on their sentence, people with technical violations, people serving 
for drug possession, non-violent offenders, and people in prison for F4 and F5 offenses.

• During this incredibly stressful and unprecedented time, we must come together as a 
community to love and support each other. We must ensure justice, freedom, life, and 
safety. But right now, Governor DeWine is picking and choosing which Ohioans/of our 
communities can get and stay well, forcing Ohioans behind bars to be exposed to this 
deadly virus. We must demand rapid decarceration in Ohio prisons and jails to ensure 
that justice, life, and safety prevail for the most vulnerable members of our society. No 
exceptions.



COVID-19 & RACIAL JUSTICE

• When any one of us is barred from being able to prevent, 
detect, treat and recover from this illness, all of us are at risk. 
Today, a handful of our elected leaders are picking and 
choosing who will live and who will die from this virus based on 
age-old color-coded barriers to getting necessary care and 
treatment. Allowing COVID-19 to destroy Black, white, brown, 
and Indigenous communities is a choice we don’t need to 
keep making.

• As Ohioans, we must come together to demand information 
about how this virus is impacting each community and 
implement proven strategies that ensure every one of us, 
regardless of where we live or what we look like, gets the care 
and treatment that we need. When we are all in for Ohio, we 
build a better and brighter future for all of us, no exceptions.

• Ohio is a place where people come together from different places and different races to move past our imperfections and 
make things better for future generations. But insurance corporations, Big Pharma and the politicians they pay for deny us 
the testing and treatment that we need so they can get back to lining their pockets and looking the other way, while our 
communities are forced to work under dangerous conditions and denied proper care and paid time to recover. By pulling 
together as we’ve done in the past, we can make sure that everyone of us can get the care that our families need to see us 
through this pandemic and build a stronger, healthier and more just Ohio. 



DEMOCRACY REFORM
• Ohioans know that the only way for democracy to work for all of 

us is if democracy includes us all. The principle of one person, one 
vote extends to all eligible voters, Black, brown, or white, from 
Youngstown to Athens, to Toledo and everywhere in between. 
Right now, Ohio’s outdated voter registration system blocks millions 
of us from having our voices heard on election day. Lobbyists and 
powerful interests prop up the outdated system to divide us and 
exclude from casting a ballot. Joining together as voters who care 
about our democracy, we make sure every Ohioan regardless of 
what they look like or how much money they have is included. 
When we are all in for Ohio voters, our community voices are 
heard, we can make the best choices for our families and our 
state.

• Most of us believe that all Ohio voters – no matter who we are or 
where we’re from – deserve an equal voice and an equal say in 
electing leaders whose decisions impact our lives/casting a ballot 
on issues that impact our lives. But certain politicians are silencing 
our voices and keeping our communities divided because they 
know that they are more powerful together. By supporting electoral 
reform, we will return power to the people. Joining together, we 
are all in for Ohio from Lake Erie to the Ohio River, white, Black or 
brown, from Youngstown to Cincinnati. Together, we can bring 
progress to all Ohioans. 



VOTER REGISTRATION, VOTE BY MAIL & GOTV
• In Ohio, millions of us, whether young or old, Black, white, or brown, from cities to 

suburbs, have just signed up to vote by mail. We want to make sure every eligible 
voter can cast their ballot so we can build a government that represents all of us, no 
exceptions. While certain politicians discourage us from mail-in voting by keeping us 
divided and mistrustful of each other, we know better. Being all in for Ohio means 
leaving no voter behind so we can ensure that we’re shaping the future of Ohio all 
together. Request your mail-in ballot, delivered right to your door, here by [deadline]: 
[insert link]  

• As Ohioans of every color and race, we believe in America’s founding ideals of 
freedom, liberty, and justice for all, no matter where we live or how much money we 
have. We know our democracy should represent all of us, and many of us became 
voters to ensure that our government lives up to their promises of providing for all, not 
just the powerful few. But today, certain lawmakers and lobbyists try to distract us from 
the corrupting influence of money in politics by dividing us by race and place, so we 
won’t come together to demand what all of our families need. It’s time to stand up to 
greedy politicians like Larry Householder to ensure that we have the power to get the 
care, respect, and fair return on our work that we all deserve. Join us as we go all in for 
Ohio this November and become a voter to build a future for Ohio that represents all 
of us, no exceptions.



CLIMATE & ENVIRONMENT
• When we go all in for the health of our land, air, and water, we’re 

truly better off together, no matter what politicians like Larry 
Householder and their dirty fuel lobbyists say to distract us from 
their failures. Together, we work to build a future for Ohio that is 
safe, healthy, and sustainable for all of us and our families. But 
today, we still use fuels that pollute the air in our kids’ lungs and 
the water in their cups. Greedy corporations and their lobbyists 
pit us against each other, hoping we’ll look the other way as 
they dump industrial waste in Black and brown neighborhoods 
and contaminate our water supply. By joining together across 
our differences, we can demand safe, clean, and locally-made 
energy that will ensure our well-being for generations to come. 

• As Ohioans, the values of hard work, grit, and resilience live 
deep in our bones. Ohio powered the rest of the country through 
industry and automation, making it possible for our families to 
thrive no matter what we looked like or how much money we 
earned. As we join together across our differences in the face of 
a rapidly changing world, we all want the same thing: to leave 
our children and grandchildren with a safe, thriving, and healthy 
home. But today, some corporations, the lobbyists and legislators 
they’ve paid for are trying to distract us from the dangers of dirty 
fuel and climate change. Whether Black, white or brown, native or 
newcomer, we deserve to have a say over what happens to the 
land, air, and water we all depend on. When we go all in for Ohio, 
from our farms to our cities, we can protect our rights and focus on 
building a new Ohio that prioritizes health over harm, and people 
over profit.   



HEALTHCARE / REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
• Whether you’re white, Black, or brown, rich or poor, from cities to rural communities, you 

shouldn’t have to choose between your health and paying your bills. Governor DeWine 
and the state legislature need to make sure that every Ohioan has the resources they 
need to survive. That means staying healthy, but also paying your rent and utilities, 
keeping food on the table, and making sure you have childcare for your kids. We’re all in 
for Ohio - an Ohio for all of us.

• All Ohioans, regardless of where we live or what we look like, deserve to have our right to 
control our bodies respected and make the best healthcare choices for ourselves and our 
families. Whether and when to become a parent is one of the most important decisions 
we make in life, and Ohioans should be able to base this on our own values and personal 
healthcare choices. Meanwhile, a handful of extremist politicians have aggressively tried 
to strip us of control of our own bodies. Healthcare is one of the most important financial 
issues for Ohio families, yet politicians with more money and better health insurance than 
most of us are passing laws that take our reproductive healthcare away in order to keep 
their political donors happy. All of us thrive when each of us has the ability to do what’s 
best for ourselves and our families. We’re all in for Ohio families, and trust each other to 
make our own healthcare choices no matter our differences.



MINIMUM WAGE, WORK, AND UNIONS
• We have always depended on our healthcare providers, our delivery drivers, our grocery store 

clerks, and the people who clean up after all of us. And right now in the midst of the pandemic, 
we are seeing just how essential all working people.  are. But we deny certain people the pay 
that each of us needs and the respect that demonstrates every single one of us matters. No 
matter where we live or what we do for a living, we all deserve to make a living wage. It is time 
for us to come together, like we did fourteen years ago, to raise the minimum wage in Ohio. 
When we all get a fair return on our work, we can raise our families with the safety, care, and 
essential resources that they need and deserve to thrive in our state.  

• No matter where we are from or what we look like, Ohioans work hard to take care of our 
families. But an Ohioan paid minimum wage must survive on $18,000 a year, which is not 
enough to cover basic necessities like rent and groceries. Right now, the people we depend 
on to get us through this COVID-19 crisis, stocking the shelves at our grocery stores, delivering 
essentials to our homes, and keeping our country afloat are denied a decent wage for this 
critical work. It’s time that people who work for a living, can earn a living. It is past time we give 
these jobs and the people who fill those roles the respect due, and paying them enough to 
make ends meet is a start. We all do better when we all do better, when we go all in for all of us, 
here in our home state. 

• Whether we’re Black, white, or brown, here in Ohio we value our freedom. Working people 
deserve the same freedom CEOs have: the freedom to negotiate a fair return on our work. But 
today, certain politicians and their greedy lobbyists divide us from each other based on what 
we look like or where we come from, hoping we’ll look the other way while they take away 
the freedoms people in unions have won for all of us. Real freedom is about more than making 
a living; it’s also about having the time to take a loved one to the doctor, attend a parent-
teacher conference, or retire in dignity. We must protect our hard-won freedoms here in Ohio 
and join together in union, as we’ve done in the past, to make sure that we’re building an Ohio 
for all of us. Standing together, we make Ohio’s future and secure our freedom to thrive and 
prosper.



IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
• People with the grit, hustle, and determination to move to Ohio 

for a better life make America the “land of the free, home of the 
brave.” But today, some politicians and their powerful lobbyists hurt 
all of our families by taking money away from our schools, denying 
us all the healthcare we need and a fair return on our work. They 
want to keep us divided and have us blaming immigrants and New 
Americans for our hard times, supporting harmful policies that tear 
families apart and abuse children. As Ohioans who have come 
together in the past, we know better. We know that going all in for 
Ohio means going in for all of us, whether native, or newcomer, 
brown, Black, or white, Latino or Asian, to secure a better future 
for all of our families. We make the future, and together, as both 
Ohioans and Americans, we can create a fair immigration process 
that truly makes this a place of freedom and liberty for all.

• No matter where we come from, what our skin color, or how 
we worship, most of us work hard for our families. We work to 
build a better future in Ohio where all of our children can thrive, 
no exceptions. But today, powerful lawmakers and corporate 
lobbyists try to distract us from what immigrants and their families 
have contributed to America by blaming them for the problems 
caused by a corrupt few. They hurt all of us by handing kickbacks 
to wealthy 1%, defunding our schools, and threatening seniors 
with Medicare and Social Security cuts. We need to join together 
with our fellow Ohioans across racial, ethnic, and cultural lines to 
demand fair and safe immigration policies for all families, just like we 
won civil rights in our past. We’re all in for ensuring Ohio remains a 
safe, thriving, and welcoming place that honors all of us. Native or 
newcomer, we’re all better off when we look out for each other.     



HOUSING
• No matter our differences, we all want and need a place to call home. Having a roof overhead is non-negotiable, whether you’re Black, white, 

or brown, rich or poor, native or newcomer. Home is where we hug our loved ones and make our best memories. But today, this most basic 
of human needs is being threatened by the wealthiest 1%, who are shaking the very foundations of our homes and jeopardizing the safety of 
our families. Certain politicians and the real estate speculators, corporate developers, and landlords that fund their campaigns get richer and 
richer while jacking up rents, destroying affordable housing, and peddling faulty mortgages. We must go all in for all of us to have a place to 
call home, without the risk of going bankrupt or having to decide between groceries and rent. To build a new Ohio for all of us, we must ensure 
that everyone can afford to have shelter for their children and families, no exceptions.  

• In Ohio, we believe in hard work, resilience, and respecting each other’s dignity, regardless of what we look like or how much money we have. 
We work hard to provide our children with a roof overhead and a safe place to live. But some politicians and their greedy lobbyists, along with 
a handful of corporate developers, jack up our rents, build expensive condos no one can afford, and hoard even more profits for themselves. 
When we are all in for all of us, we can make sure every single Ohioan makes rent while having enough money in our reserves to care for our 
families, pay for our groceries, and go on vacation. We build the future, and joining together despite our differences, we ensure that all of us 
have a safe and loving home to raise our kids and make our precious memories.  



EDUCATION
• All of us learn some of our earliest and most important lessons 

in our classrooms. From the minute we start walking and going 
to school, our teachers and parents encourage us to own our 
journey and our story. But a handful of politicians and the greedy 
lobbyists working for them have made it impossible to do right 
by our kids, taking away millions from public school districts and 
prematurely dashing our children’s dreams, especially for Black 
and brown kids. Joining together across our differences, we 
ensure that our schools can keep their doors open and pay our 
teachers a livable salary, so we can train the next generation to 
become the leaders that we need them to be. We go all in for all 
our schools in Ohio, so every kid in this state regardless of race or 
place can pursue their dreams, no exceptions.   

• School. A place where all of us can learn, make friends, and 
build happy memories. Most of us believe that every child, no 
matter their color, background, or zip code, has the right to 
learn in a fair, loving, and supportive environment. But today, 
certain lawmakers are undermining this right by taking precious 
money and resources away from our schools, while letting 
greedy corporations and their lobbyists off the hook. They blame 
concerned parents, teachers, and students to distract us from 
their failures. They send heavily armed police into schools to harm 
students who are Black, brown, LGBT, or disabled for making 
mistakes that – for wealthy white kids – are considered part of 
growing up and learning. Every child, no matter their color or how 
much money their parents have, should feel safe and supported 
at school. We’re all in for Ohio schools – an Ohio for all of us. By 
joining together – parents, teachers, administrators, Black, white, 
and brown, native and newcomer – we can make every public 
school a place where all our children can grow and thrive.  



TAX REFORM
• No matter what we look like or where we come from, most of us want to leave things better off for our future generations. But today, a handful 

of corporations, politicians and the lobbyists they pay for undermine our hopes and dreams. They pit communities each other, making us blame 
Black and brown people, and immigrants as the powerful few continue to reap the benefits of our contributions, hoping we’ll look the other 
way. When we go all in for all of us, we can make Ohio a place we’re proud to call home, with the world-class, affordable healthcare, housing, 
and community services our families need. Joining together, we can rewrite the rules and build a strong, safe, and thriving Ohio for all of us.  

• No matter our differences, many of us work hard to provide for our families. But today, huge corporations like [example here] and businessmen 
rake in enormous profits, while refusing to contribute their fair share to the schools, roads, and community services we all rely on. Then they 
divide us against each other, reaping even more profits while denying their fellow Ohioans and Americans the right to thrive in a state that 
provides for all. Joining together to rewrite the rules, we can ensure that corporations who have done well in [name place] do right by [name 
place]. Going all in for all of our state is the only way we can get all the resources we need to truly educate our kids and the basic services to 
support our families. 



DRUG POLICY, ADDICTION & OVERDOSE 
• Many of us have suffered the pain of seeing a loved one struggle 

with addiction. Despite our best efforts, some of us have even seen 
our loved ones die and our families be torn apart because of this 
disease. Today, pharmaceutical corporations and the powerful 
lobbyists they pay for fuel divisions between us based on what 
we look like, where we come from, or the struggles we face. And 
while working people like us put in the hours to help our families 
stay afloat and keep us healthy and safe, these corporations rake 
in obscene profits pushing painkillers and putting treatment out 
of our reach. Whether white, Black or brown, from farms, cities to 
suburbs, our communities are all equally ravaged by the disease 
of addiction. Joining together, we can ensure our loved ones 
have affordable access to healthcare, the chance to receive 
treatment, and safeguard against lethal overdose so our families 
can stay well. Building an Ohio for all of us means making this a 
place where we all have the support we need.  



CENSUS
• Most of us want to live in the best places and the safest 

neighborhoods for our families, no matter what we look 
like or how much money we have. But today, some 
politicians are trying to undermine our communities by 
spreading fear, because they know that when all of us 
are counted in the census, we get the resources and 
political representation we deserve. By ensuring each 
and every one of us is counted – whether Black, white, 
or brown, native or newcomer, Latino or Asian – we 
build an Ohio for all of us. When the census includes 
and represents all of us, we get our fair share of funding 
for basic services and ensure that we make the future.



BUILDING AN OHIO FOR ALL OF US


