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A view  
to a drill
 
Belize Natural Energy is delivering on its mission to  
benefit the community from its hard-won oil reserves

Everybody told us there was no oil in Belize,” says 
Susan Morrice, Chairperson of Belize Natural 

Energy (BNE). “But I knew there was oil here. I felt  
it innately – and so did Mike.” 

A geologist by profession, Morrice met her late 
co-founder, Mike Usher, almost two decades ago when 
she was invited to research the oil potential in this 
Central American nation. “We clicked at once,” she 
says of Usher. “Mike was a Belizean who wanted to 
make a real difference in the community, and so  
did I. Then we attended an Educo seminar together, 
which cemented our ambition to discover the first oil 
in Belize and be part of the country’s transformation.”

Morrice and Usher returned to Belize, formed 
BNE and began drilling for oil – except Usher died 
suddenly on 24 June 2004. “We were terribly sad  
to lose him, of course,” says Morrice, “but it made 
us more determined than ever to realise our vision. 
Then, exactly one year later, on the anniversary  
of Mike’s death, we hit oil for the very first time.  
It was a miracle sent from heaven.”

BNE has struck oil in over a dozen more wells 
since then, but according to its executives the 
company is not just dealing in underground energy. 
“BNE is fuelled by that natural energy from within 
human beings,” says Morrice, “which is the 
renewable of all renewables. Everyone who works  
for us attends the same Educo seminar Mike and  
I went on. The Educo Educational Model opens them 
up to their own potential, empowering them to 
become conscious architects of their own futures.”

The only oil and gas producer in the country,  
BNE is 99.9 per cent staffed by Belizeans trained  
in all technical roles such as drilling and well 
intervention. “We have been recognised on an 
international level for our sustainability and 
stewardship,” says CEO Marlowe Neal (pictured, 

right). “Our aim is to make a meaningful difference 
in the local community, which is more important  
to us than profit.”

To this end, as well 55 per cent of BNE’s revenue 
stream going to the Belize government, 1 per cent of 
its gross revenue goes to the BNE Trust for education 
and the environment. In the past 10 years it has given 
back over $9 million, which has helped finance loans, 
scholarships, and significant improvements to the 
country’s infrastructure. 

“If you compare BNE to other oil and gas 
producers,” says Morrice, “we may not have the 
massive oil reserves as Venezuela or some African 
countries; yet look at what we have done for  
Belize! Our model is different and is designed  
to uplift the entire community and country.”

This paradigm shift has resulted in a major 
trade treaty between Belize and the UAE, signed  
at the United Nations in October 2015. “The 
unification between Belize and the UAE is not  
just economic, it represents a true understanding 
between our nations,” says Neal. “The UAE are 
interested in us because of our model, which is  
all about empowering the individual and 
channelling the energy within.” 

A high point for BNE recently was winning  
the Global Getenergy Educational and Localisation 
award for making a lasting difference in the 
country. Since then the company has attracted 
visiting dignitaries and global leaders who seek  
to replicate the same educational model in their 
countries and companies.

“Mike Usher would be so proud of everything  
we have accomplished at BNE and beyond,” says 
company Director and Mike’s widow, Patricia Usher.  
“His vision has been realised at last.”
www.belizenaturalenergy.bz


