
From the Director
On behalf  of  the staff,

volunteers, and board
of the Society, I

would like to wish you a
very merry Christmas and
a happy Holiday Season!

Maybe it’s this time of
year, but I always feel
nostalgic around the
holidays. It’s the time of
year to reflect on the
wonderful year behind us and feel excited
for the year ahead. As I think about the
past year I cannot help but feel pride in our
accomplishments. We successfully
navigated a full summer of  road
construction at three sites, opened two
exhibits, offered over seventy programs,
paid off  a big loan and so much more. I
would like to thank the NCHS staff, board,
and members for their friendship and
support throughout this year. Without you,
we literally cannot do everything we do.

Next year should be another great year for
NCHS. We’ll head into 2019 debt-free and
continue celebrating NCHS milestones
and promoting our history with fresh
programming and new displays.

I hope all of  you can make it to the annual
meeting. It’s sure to be a fun one! I
encourage everyone to bring a non-
member along to show off  the Society. We
rely so much on all of  you and the positive
word-of-mouth you bring to our
communities. The best way to get people
hooked on history is through membership
and you are our best ambassadors.

As we approach the new year I am looking
forward to spending time with my family,
settling into a new apartment, and
embarking on my third year as your
Executive Director. I hope we continue to
make you proud of  your history and proud
of your historical society.

I hope that you and your families are
happy and have a wonderful holiday
season.

Cheers!

Jessica Becker
Executive Director

Jessica Becker
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As the Holiday
Season is upon us,
we find ourselves
reflecting on the
past year and on
those who have
helped to shape
our society in a
most significant
way. We value our
relationship with
you and look
forward to
working with you
in the year to
come. We wish
you a very happy
Holiday Season
and a New Year
filled with peace
and prosperity.

from everyone at

NCHS!

the CROSSING
a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  N i c o l l e t  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y

Historical Society’s
Annual Meeting
Please join us for the Nicollet County Historical

Society’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27,
2019, at the Treaty Site History Center. This year’s

meeting is themed around the Society’s 90th
anniversary and will include the opening of  the
Society’s newest exhibit, a timeline look back at the
history of  the Nicollet County Historical Society.
Explore the exhibit and enjoy brunch beginning at
11:30 a.m. with the special presentation at 12:30 p.m.,
and a brief  business meeting to follow.

Since we’re commemorating the founding of  the
Nicollet County Historical Society at this year’s annual
meeting, we’ll continue that theme into our program
with a special live performance. After the 11:30 a.m.
brunch, a re-enactment of  the banquet program held on
the day the Society was founded will be presented. You
may recognize the “actors” who play the roles of  our
founders whose illustrious names also may be familiar.
There will be a sing-a-long led by two well-known local
musicians. Following the program, descendants of  the
chapter members will be recognized.

Cost for dinner and the program is just $15 for
members, $20 for non-members, and $5 for those
wishing to only attend the program. For details and
registration call Elaine at  (507) 934-2160.
Reservations (with the form on page 2) with payment
due by January 18, 2019.

Brunch will be catered by hilltop Hy-Vee in Mankato.

Treaty Site Winter Hours
The Treaty Site History Center exhibits
and NCHS offices are closed December
16, 2018–January 7, 2019, for winter
break. If  you need to contact us please
call us at (507) 934-2160 or e-mail
museum@nchsmn.org and we’ll get back
to you as soon as possible.

The Nominating Committee of  your Nicollet County
Historical Society presents the following slate of
board members for the 2019 term. We encourage

you to attend the annual meeting to show your support
for the Society and these dedicated volunteers.

Kate Martens St. Peter
Joe Metzen, St. Peter
Matthias Leyrer, North Mankato
Tim Bartelt, St. Peter, 2nd term

President: Maria Lokensgard
Vice President: Eileen Holz
Treasurer: Loren Sundboom
Secretary: Gabriela Roemhildt

A very special thank you and farewell to
outgoing board members Nita Aasen,
Amanda Frie, and JoAnn Gieseke. Your
guidance and leadership will be missed!
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Happy Hidays!

90 FOR 90
Refer a Friend Membership Drive

The Nicollet County Historical Society is always
exploring new ways to reach members of  our
communities. In honor of  our 90th anniversary,

we’re kicking off  the 90 for 90 Refer a Friend
Membership Drive! We hope to welcome 90 new
members into the Society and reward our current
members for their support.

Therefore, from January 8–June 30, 2019, current
NCHS members can refer a friend to buy any
NEW* Nicollet County Historical Society
Membership and get 90 days, or 3 MONTHS FREE
for yourself! All your friend needs to do is become a
member and name YOU (First and Last) as their
reference. It’s that easy!

Our members help spread the word about our
mission to preserve, protect, and share the natural
and cultural history of  Nicollet County. Let the
community know you support NCHS and
encourage them to do the same.

Contact Elaine with your membership questions at
(507) 934-2160 or elaine@nchsmn.org. Visit our
website nchsmn.org/membership to learn more
about becoming a member.
*A NEW member is one who has not been an active NCHS member in the past two years.

NCHS Board Announces 2019 Slate for Board of Directors
We remember…
…with honor the
following individuals
who we lost since our 
last newsletter.

Clair McRostie, 
Life Member from St. Peter

Roy Bennett
Peggy Carlson
Bill Schimmel, 
former NCHS board member



Yes! I would like to support my Nicollet County Historical 
Society in 2019 at the following level (please check one).

� Individual Senior (65+) $ 30
� Individual $ 40
� Family $ 50
� Sustaining $ 75
� Patron $ 100
� Supporter $ 200
� Benefactor $ 500
� Life Member $ 1,000

Business Memberships call or
e-mail

for info
Please make checks payable to:

Nicollet County Historical Society
Membership applications should be mailed to:

Nicollet County Historical Society
1851 North Minnesota Avenue
St. Peter, MN 56082

OR donate online with credit/debit card at:
nchsmn.org/donate

Enclosed is my/our check for the amount of:

$________ for _____ reservation(s) at $15/person (members)

$________ for _____ reservation(s) at $20/person (non-members)

$________ for _____ reservation(s) at $5/person / program only

Name(s) __________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

Phone ( _______ ) __________________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________________________

Checks should be made payable to:  Nicollet County Historical Society
Return with payment by Friday, January 18 to:  Nicollet County Historical Society, 1851 North Minnesota Avenue, St. Peter, MN 56082

OR order online with credit/debit card at nchsmn.org/nchs-events

Annual Meeting Registration Form / Sunday, January 27, 2019

My check is enclosed  � Please debit my credit card  �

Acct. Number ___________________________________________________

CVV Code __________________ Expiration Date ______________________
3 #s on rev–VISA®, MC®, Disc®, 4 #s on rev–AE®

Authorized Signature ____________________________________________

•  Brunch at 11:30 a.m.

•  Program at 12:30 p.m.

•  Brief business meeting to follow.

TSHC Events
Documentary Film Series: Temple Grandin
January 10, 2019 | 7:00 p.m. | Treaty Site History Center | FREE

Temple Grandin paints a picture of  a young woman’s perseverance
and determination while struggling with the isolating challenges of
autism at a time when it was still quite unknown. The film chronicles
Temple’s early diagnosis; her turbulent growth and development during
her school years; the enduring support she received from her mother,
aunt, and her science teacher; and her emergence as a woman with an
innate sensitivity and understanding of  animal behavior.

Undaunted by education, social and professional roadblocks,
Grandin turned her unique talent into a behavioral tool that
revolutionized the cattle industry and laid the groundwork for her
successful career as an author, lecturer and pioneering advocate for
autism and autism spectrum disorder education.

This visually inventive film offers insights into Grandin’s world,
taking the audience inside her mind with a series of  snapshot images
that trace her self-perceptions and journey from childhood through
young adulthood to the beginning of  her career, and beyond.

Runtime is 107 minutes.
This film sponsored by Nicollet County Farm Bureau.

Geocaching & S’mores
Sun., Feb. 10, 2019 | 1–3 p.m. | Treaty Site History Center & Traverse des Sioux

Kids and parents will embark on a fun, technology-based scavenger
hunt with Ney Nature Center staff  while searching for a tasty treat! All
GPS equipment is provided and participants will work in groups.
Children 8 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Min. 13, max. 20.
Register with Community Ed no later than Feb. 4 by calling (507)
934-3048 ext 1. Cost is $10 per adult/child pair.
This is a Winterfest event that is sponsored by the Nicollet County Historical Society and Community
& Family Education.

Re-Member!
We want to thank each and every member for

your support this year. You are true stewards of
Nicollet County history. Only because of  you

can we continue to interpret, collect, and preserve our
shared past.

For many members, the time has come to renew your
annual membership in the Society. We hope you rejoin
at last year’s level or above. If  you have questions
about your membership please call Elaine at (507)
934-2160.

NICOLLET COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
IS A

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®
ENROLLED ORGANIZATION

Don't forget to direct Choice Dollars®
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its

Thrivent Choice® program can help support organiza-
tions you care about. Don’t let Choice Dollars expire.

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have
Choice Dollars available have until March 31, 2019 to
direct any remaining 2018 Choice Dollars. Help sup-
port the Nicollet County Historical Society. Go to
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call
Elaine at (507) 934-2160 to get started.

Upcoming Events
Dec. 18, 2018–Jan. 8, 2019: NCHS and 
Treaty Site History Center closed

Dec. 31, 2018: Any year-end donations 
should be postmarked by this date

Jan. 8, 2019: Treaty Site History Center
reopens after winter break

Jan. 10, 2019: Documentary Film Series
Temple Grandin, 
7 p.m., Treaty Site History Center, Free

Jan. 27: NCHS Annual Meeting and Members’
Sneak Peek of Anniversary Exhibit
11:30 a.m., Treaty Site
Registration required. See form below.

Feb. 8: NOTE DATE CHANGE
NCHS Winterfest Event:
Night at the Museum Family Movie Night
Ice Age, 7 p.m., Treaty Site, Free

Feb. 10: NCHS Winterfest Event:
Geocaching & S’mores
1–3 p.m., Treaty Site History Center, $10

Mar. 14: Documentary Film Series
A Few Good Pie Places, 
7 p.m., Treaty Site History Center, Free

Apr. 4: Documentary Film Series
Seth Eastman: Painting the Dakota, 
7 p.m., Treaty Site History Center, Free

May 2: Documentary Film Series
The Great Math Mystery, 
7 p.m., Treaty Site History Center, Free

Snowbird Address
Please remember to
contact NCHS 
(507) 934-2160 with your
winter address so your
NCHS news reaches you
in a timely manner.

Name _____________________________________________________________
Please share this form with a 90 For 90 friend you are referring to become an NCHS member if you have already renewed.

90 For 90 Drive: NCHS Member referring me (First & Last names): _____________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Phone ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________________
My check is enclosed  � Please debit my credit card  �

Acct. Number______________________________________________________________________

CVV Code ___________________ Expiration Date ___________________________________________
3 #s on rev–VISA®, MC®, Disc®, 4 #s on rev–AE®

Authorized Signature ________________________________________________________________________

� Please save mailing costs, I will read my newsletter online.

PAPERLESS??Now you can purchase or renew your membership online!  Visit nchsmn.org/membership for details.

NCHS Membership Application / Remember 90 For 90 Drive


