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Go  Site-Seeing! www.floridaforest.org

 By Jeff Doran
Executive Vice President
Florida Forestry AssociationBetween the Lines

 An accomplished chef 
has one simple rule – 
clean up as you cook. 
I can think of no better 
advice for our friends 

in Washington and Tallahassee. The 
recipe for political success and eco-
nomic recovery is to exercise a little 
discipline and common sense – don’t 
make a mess in the first place!

As a result of serving up entrees 
that choked business and left us 
all with more than a little heart-
burn, there are several new chefs 
in the kitchen in Congress and the 
Legislature. One of the new cooks 
in Congress is already giving us the 
relief we have been looking for. 

I had the opportunity to visit with 
Congressman Steve Southerland 
on March 2 in his D.C. offi ce. Rep. 
Southerland is a new friend to our 
growers and users. Most of his dis-
trict – from Okaloosa to Suwannee 
County – is timberland. Working as a 
partner in the family land and timber 
business, Congressman Southerland 
brings fi rst-hand experience to both 
the House Agriculture and House 
Transportation Committees. He 
understands the importance of grow-
ing and using trees and good com-
mon-sense government policy that 
encourages the free market system. 
Just from one meeting, I can assure 
you Florida’s forest community has a 
friend in Steve Southerland.

A new Republican governor and 
GOP controlled House and Senate is 
also a recipe for conservatism in the 
Florida Legislature. Creating aware-
ness of our business is a tall order 
with a new Cabinet and over one-
third of our legislators reporting to 
Tallahassee for the fi rst time. March 
and April present a two-month 

opportunity to work with other 
agriculture, land and manufactur-
ing interests to make the operating 
climate better for forests and forest 
industry. Experience will be key to 
getting things done, while being 
mindful of the defi cit dishes that 
keep stacking up! Alan Shelby shares 
the Association’s legislative plan on 
page 8.

Finally, you can’t talk about kitch-
ens and good cooks without featur-
ing one. Ms. Patsy Nathe invites us 
inside her home to see what was hid-
den in the heart of old sinker cypress 
logs buried in a deserted sawmill 
holding pond. Meet the craftsman of 
her kitchen remodeling job and see 
for yourself how old wood became 
the key ingredient of this tasteful 
transformation. The feature story 
and complimentary photos starts on 
page 10.

Much like that sinker cypress, 
through the ages, the Florida Forestry 

Association has never lost its rel-
evance. For nearly 90 years people 
have relied on a statewide forestry 
organization for a variety of reasons, 
but primarily because of the need to 
blend the key ingredients together. 
Landowners need loggers. Loggers 
need mills. Mills need trees. 

A single voice for forestry speak-
ing for many continues to renew its 
strength from its members. We are 
grateful for this opportunity to be 
the Florida voice for landowners, log-
gers and industry! We will continue 
to carry forward policy changes to 
emphasize what’s best for the forest 
and forest business. For us this is a 
continual process. Not something 
we just do when the dishes pile up 
in the sink!

Enjoy the magazine!

While attending the Truck Weight Fly-In in Washington, D.C., members and 
staff of the Florida Forestry Association visited with Congressman Steve 
Southerland (R-FL). Pictured from left to right are Alan Shelby and Jeff Doran, 
Florida Forestry Association; Congressman Steve Southerland (R-FL); Sarah 
Branch Howard, Coalition for Transportation Productivity; and Mike Branch, 
Smurfit-Stone Container Corporation.

Clean Up As You Cook
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By Alan Shelby
Director of Government RelationsDirector of Government Relations
Florida Forestry AssociationFlorida Forestry Association

Legislature 
Prepares 
for Tough 
Decisions 
Ahead

 The November elections resulted in many new faces in the halls 
of our state Capitol. The Executive Branch, Florida’s Cabinet, 
has four new faces: Governor Rick Scott (R); Attorney General 
Pam Bondi (R); Chief Financial Offi cer Jeff Atwater (R); and 
Commissioner of Agriculture & Consumer Services Adam Putnam 

(R). Of the 160 members in the Legislative branch, more than a third also 
are freshmen. For the fi rst time in the history of Florida, the Republican 
Party has total control of the Cabinet and a supermajority in the Senate 
and House Chambers of the Legislature. It has been stated that the most 
fi scally conservative leaders in its history now lead Florida.

During his campaign, Governor Scott vowed to reduce state spending 
and hold government accountable. True to his word, faced with a budget 
defi cit of $3.6 billion, Governor Scott has recommended a state spending 
plan that would reduce employee benefi ts and reduce the state workforce 
by 6,700 jobs. While we could all identify areas we would like to see scaled 
back, we have to remember that these sweeping reductions will likely 
impact areas of government on which we too depend and rely.

In preparation for the 2011 Legislative Session, which began March 8, 
your Government Relations Committee, chaired by Greg Driskell, met in 
January to discuss forestry related issues expected to surface and set our 
legislative agenda. The following issues have been identifi ed as priorities 
of Florida’s working forests and will help guide your Association during 
the 60 days of session:

Trucking Weights – Though we were successful last year in getting an 
increase up to 88,000 pounds on non-Interstate highways, these efforts 
have now shifted to the federal level. We are working with multiple coali-
tion groups from across the nation in support of legislation increasing the 

Huge Landowner 
Victory!

Last year, our former Governor 
vetoed the Ag Industry bill, HB 7103. 
On March 23rd, the House and Senate 
considered and approved a veto 
override of this important legislation. 
Effective immediately, this bill makes 
the Ag Lands Practices Act retroac-
tive, preventing the enforcement of 
any county ordinance adopted prior 
to 2003, which further regulates Ag 
or forestry practices beyond adopted 
BMPs, excluding wetlands protection 
ordinances; exempts ag and forestry 
lands from local government storm 
water fees or assessments if adopted 
BMPs are followed; exempts non-
residential farm buildings & fences 
from permits or fees; and creates the 
Agricultural Land Acknowledgement 
Act, requiring those who develop 
land adjacent to agricultural land to 
sign an acknowledgment form and 
submit to prospective buyers.
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trucking weights on federal roadways, including the 
Interstate Highway System.

Duplication of Regulation – Though vetoed last year 
by our former governor, efforts are underway to again 
pass legislation that would prevent local governments 
from duplicating regulations of forestry and agricultural 
practices that are already regulated at the state or 
regional level.

Taxes, Fees and Exemptions – With the state budget 
defi cit at record levels, we continue to closely monitor 
any legislative attempt to increase, repeal or alter any 
taxes, fees or exemptions that in any way would nega-
tively impact forestry or agriculture operations.

Renewable Energy – Wood growers, forest industry 
and the energy sector came together this summer to 
develop guiding principles for using woody biomass as 
a feedstock option for renewable energy. It was agreed 
that forests can play an important role in Florida’s renew-
able energy future, provided it is done in an equitable 
and sustainable manner, wood waste and residues are 
utilized and regionalized forest inventory data is gathered 
and considered.

Forest Inventory Data – Current forest inventory data 
is compiled on a statewide basis and published on a 
fi ve-year rolling average. As renewable energy continues 
to gain popularity, and more biomass fueled facilities 
are sited around the state, more timely forest inventory 
data is desired to provide improved decision making and 
planning by the forestry community. The Association will 
pursue state funding for the Department of Agriculture 
to contract with a third party to gather this regionalized 
forest inventory data on an annual basis.

Reforestation Incentives – Recent data shows an 
alarmingly low level of reforestation in our state, a 
level not seen since the 1950s. From a high in the mid 
1980s of nearly 300,000, today’s reforestation rates have 
dipped to only 50,000 acres per year. The Association 
has identifi ed the 2012 Federal Farm Bill as a possible 
vehicle to pursue the creation of a production-based 
reforestation incentive program to help reverse this 
downward trend.

Wildlife BMPs – A newly adopted rule of the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
related to the listing of Imperiled Species includes a 
section that directs the FWC to coordinate with the 
Florida Department of Agriculture (FDACS) on a set of 
BMPs for agriculture/forestry that further addresses the 
habitat needs of Imperiled Species. Stakeholder meet-
ings related to BMP development are expected to begin 
this summer. Important considerations related to BMP 
adoption are still the subject of ongoing discussions 
between FWC and FDACS. The association will continue 
to closely monitor this process and any legislative efforts 
to codify this rule.

At this writing, efforts are underway to create an 
Agriculture Caucus within the Legislature.  ■

Mid South Timber Co., Inc.
“We buy, sell, and cut all types of timber”

 P.O. Box 86  Office: (229) 762-3120
 3523 Hwy 84 West  Fax: (229) 762-3125
 Whigham, GA  39897  forestry@windstream.net

395318_MidSouthTimber.indd   1 8/8/08   9:00:31 AM
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Giving New Life to 
Old Wood The Allure of 

Sinker Cypress By Jeff Doran

A ve r y large cypress gathering table was custom-built for the Nathes.

The Nathe’s completed custom-built kitchen is a functional work of art.
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Editor’s note:
When Patsy Nathe asked me to come and see her new kitchen, I didn’t hesitate to travel to Pasco County as soon as I could. I mean 
after all, she did miss our Annual Meeting at Sandestin, her fi rst absence in 20 years, in order to be at home when the cabinets 
were installed. I accepted her offer to visit, but on one condition – I got to interview the woodworker who made it happen. This is a 
mental and visual journal of what I saw, heard, felt and tasted the day I spent learning about some of the most beautiful wood on 
this planet and the artist who transforms it. And not to mention, eating some of the best collard greens I have ever had!

Patsy Nathe is a sophisticat-
ed modern woman with a 
passion for all things wood. 
She and her husband and 
five boys own and operate 

R.J. Nathe & Sons, a logging and 
cattle operation in Pasco County. 
When it came time to remodel their 
1970s kitchen last summer, the only 
thing Patsy knew for sure was that 
she wanted custom cypress cabin-
etry and so did her husband, R.J. 

With Patsy’s eye for function and 
fashion and R.J.’s rustic outdoors 
edge, the kitchen re-do was a col-
laboration from the get-go. The 
two focused on old sinker cypress 
lumber that had been hewn from 
waterlogged wood discovered in an 
abandoned sawmill holding pond. 
R.J. dug the logs from the pond’s 
sandy bottom. He knew this silted 
water had preserved the heartwood 
treasure that lived inside. For years 
the wood had been air-drying in 
the lumber shed. Now it was time 
to use it for a special purpose.

Because wood is truly the heart 
of the Nathe home, Patsy wanted a 
contractor who could integrate the 
home’s other natural fi nishes to do 
the work. The couple called on a 
local cabinet maker, David Johnson. 
The craftsman had already dem-
onstrated his reputation for quality 
and personal trust when he built 
a giant cypress gathering table, a 
gift from the kids to commemorate 
the couple’s 50th wedding anniver-
sary. The not-another-one-like-it-

Dav id Johnson and Patsy Nathe admire the special features in 
her new sinker cypress kitchen.

  > continued on page 12

anywhere piece of furniture spoke 
volumes about Dave’s design and 
building skills. They knew his style 
fi t their lifestyle and they would be 
satisfi ed with the results.

Since the Nathe kitchen is the 
busiest room in the home, David 
and Patsy put much thought into 
planning and designing the work-
space. “When all the family is here, 
we are busy in the kitchen and liter-
ally on top of each other. I wanted 
more open space than what we had 
and not to feel so closed off from 

the other rooms. I wanted the kitchen 
area to be warm and inviting, since 
it is the fi rst thing you see when you 
come in the door,” Patsy said.

After a few conversations and 
visits to the Nathe home, the men-
tal transformation began to unfold. 
David knew the Nathes wanted a 
subtle country feel. He also knew 
Bob Scharber, Patsy’s cousin and 
general contractor, was installing 
random-width tongue and groove 
pecky cypress from fl oor to ceiling in 



Florida Forests   12  Spring/Summer 2011

the adjoining dining room, and he 
had to capture the wood panels in 
the overall design. This would entail 
replacing all doors, moldings and 
trim work and blending the mix to 
give it a tailored, custom look. 

Dave knew Patsy wanted an en-
larged space, but there was limited 
room to expand. “From the design 
phase to the fi nish phase I try to 
involve the client. I told Ms. Patsy 
this is going to be yours and I want 
it to be the way you want it,” he 

said. It was diffi cult for Patsy to 
visualize the fi nal product, but she 
learned to trust the project man-
ager and followed his lead to get 
the kitchen of her dreams. 

The builder’s excitement for 
working with cypress and Patsy’s 
desire for a place for everything and 
everything in its place provided the 
perfect blend for a working kitchen 
that would be both beautiful and 
functional. David knew cypress 
works well with hand and power 

tools. He knew it would plane eas-
ily, sand easily and readily accept 
fi nishes. 

As he does with all his clients, 
David builds it before he builds it. 
He examined the wood closely to 
discover the tightness of the grain 
and the variations of color shades 
that makes each piece of sinker 
cypress unique. The experienced 
craftsman identifi ed the right “cut” 
to feature the prized grain before 
running the saw. Each board was 
carefully planed to truly bring the 
raw beauty to life.

From his Boy Scout days turning 
wood candles on his dad’s lathe 
to now, a bonafi de woodworker, 
David fi nds immense satisfaction in 
building something from nothing. 
Patsy’s determination that the new 
kitchen must blend with the rest of 
the house, while incorporating the 
new random 4-inch to 22-inch-wide 
pecky panels being installed just 
across the bar, spawned a challenge 
this veteran craftsman knew could 
be achieved with the right fi nish. He 
listened to her ideas and exchanged 
them with some of his. It was his 
goal from the beginning to make 
Patsy’s kitchen her own. 

David turned to the drawing 
board and with his polished com-
puter drafting skills and design 
experience, created a plan that 
exudes the Nathe’s personality and 
style. Using a combination of natu-
ral elements – in this case, wood, 
stone and metal – he mixed things 
up a bit to capture the living envi-
ronment both inside and out. 

To connect the texture and color 
of the adjoining rooms, the base 
and wall cabinets feature the tight-
grained sinker cypress with a warm 
reddish-brown fi nish. The stainless 
steel appliances add a surprise of 
unexpected sleekness. Polished 
off-white granite countertops have 
visible veins of caramel and gray 
with specks of black. The colors 
compliment the cabinet tones and 
pull the cypress panel fi nishes on 
the dining and den walls together. 
Black inset tiles provide a solid 
foundation for the stone backsplash. 

> continued from page 11
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Five well-worn leather stools pull up 
to the dining side of the bar. All the 
moldings and trim work were cut and 
fi nished to match in Dave’s shop. The 
custom look came to life just as he 
had planned it.

“There is truly no other kitchen like 
it anywhere,” exclaimed Patsy. “David 
gave real meaning to ‘custom-built.’” 
The Nathe kitchen is full of special 
effects that only a seasoned wood-
worker could create. David took two 
pieces of wood with knot holes and 
made a unique design in the cabinet 
above the sink. He backlit the knot 
holes to project directly on some 
of Patsy’s prized crystal glassware. 

David Johnson selects the right pieces of wood to show off the 
natural grain of sinker cypress.

Tapping the kickplate reveals additional storage space. Not an inch 
of space was wasted in the design.

 Why is it Called
 Sinker 
Cypress?

 Throughout the late 1800s and 
early 1900s, logging companies used 
America’s waterways to transport their 
lumber to the mills. These logs were 
tied into rafts and fl oated to the lum-
ber mills for processing, where most 
were used to build the great cities of 
the Industrial Revolution. A few of these 
logs broke loose from the raft or eventu-
ally became waterlogged in the sawmill 
holding ponds. They settled to the bot-
tom where they have been preserved 
in the silted waters and forgotten for 
more than 100 years. These old logs are 
fi rst generation, river retrieved lumber 
that is also known as deadhead cypress, 
river reclaimed cypress, river recovered 
cypress, old growth cypress, and virgin 
cypress. These recovered “sinker logs” 
are now sawn into sinker cypress lum-
ber for both historic restoration and 
new construction.

> continued on page 15
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 David Johnson 
Brings the Raw Beauty of Wood to Life

David Johnson is owner and manager of Craftsman Manufacturing 
Incorporated. Since 1984, Dave has operated the custom cabinet and 
woodworking company from his shop near Dade City. Over the past 25+ 
years, he has built a reputation for being honest, dependable and capable 
of creating high-quality cabinet and wood products. All of the cabinets 
he designs and builds embody the fi nest workmanship and materials. His 
eye for proper scale and proportion is surpassed only by his close atten-
tion to detail, which is evident in each piece he builds. From design phase 
to installation, Dave involves the client, so satisfaction is assured. A family 
owned business, the company brings the raw beauty of wood to life, and 
Dave takes personal pride in each creation. 

To enhance the country look, he 
covered the open cabinet doors 
with rusty chicken wire. 

Throughout the kitchen he made 
the best use of the space so Patsy 
would have storage everywhere, 
even in the base. With a simple 
tap, the black kickplate opens to 
reveal drawers for storing those 
large trays and serving platters 
that never seem to fi t anywhere. 
And don’t let the old wood fool 
you! The kitchen is totally modern 
with full extension drawer slides, 
soft-close features, lazy susan trays 
and pull-out shelves.

To create more counter space 
and give Patsy the openness she 
was craving, he removed the sof-
fi ts and extended the cabinets to 
the ceiling. He moved the double 
built-in oven to the opposite wall 
and lengthened the dining and 
serving bar. The view to all the 
other adjoining rooms – especially 
the random-width pecky in the 
dining room – was achieved and 
the extra countertop space makes 
the kitchen feel much larger than 
before.

Patsy may be a modern woman, 
but she is proud that her place is 
in the kitchen, especially since the 
kitchen in her place has been so 
tastefully transformed. “I got the 
look and feel I wanted and R.J. got 
to use his wood. David gave us a 
special space that we are sure to 
enjoy for many years to come,” 
she said.

When Patsy invited David and 
me to lunch, we sat and admired 
her beautiful kitchen. I asked David 
what was the secret to his success 
as a craftsman of custom cabinetry. 
He said it was the excitement he 
gets when he planes a worn piece 
of wood and out pops the grain. “I 
know there are special things I can 
make from that old wood to give 
it new life,” he said. He summed it 
up as he rubbed the door on the 
top cabinet, “Isn’t that beautiful 
wood that God made?” ■

  > continued from page 13
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Pine trees are one of the 
most important crops in the 
southeastern U.S., and a con-
sortium led by University of 
Florida personnel has been 

awarded a five-year, $20 million federal 
grant to help landowners and forest-
ers throughout the region adapt to 
and mitigate global climate change 
in coming decades. The award was 
announced February 28 in Washington, 
D.C., by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Nat-ional Institute of Food 
and Agriculture. It was one of three 
awards funded by the institute as part 
of a program to encourage agriculture 
and forestry to increase their capacity to 
provide what’s called carbon sequestra-
tion – the practice of producing and 
storing durable materials that contain 
carbon – to slow the buildup of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere.

Besides UF, the consortium in-
cludes 10 southeastern land-grant 
universities, eight forestry research 
cooperatives, the U.S. Forest Service, 
state climate offi ces and the multistate 
Southeast Climate Consortium.

The grant is one of the largest ever 
associated with UF, said Jack Payne, 
senior vice president for agriculture 
and natural resources. “This is a tre-
mendous achievement for all of the 
collaborators, and demonstrates the 
wisdom of taking a team approach to 
big challenges,” Payne said. “People 
throughout the Southeast should be 
proud that this team has attracted 
$20 million to improve the planted-

Federal Grant to Help Foresters to Help Foresters 
and Landowners Adapt To Climate Changeand Landowners Adapt To Climate Change

pine industry, one of our region’s 
premier economic engines.”

The grant will fund efforts to 
develop and transfer better manage-
ment practices for southern pine, 
notably loblolly pine, which accounts 
for 80 percent of planted forest in the 
Southeast. Loblolly pine grows natu-
rally from Maryland to Texas, giving 
it great potential for carbon seques-
tration, said tree physiologist Tim 
Martin, a professor with UF’s School 
of Forest Resources and Conservation, 
who led efforts to obtain the grant.

“There hasn’t been much focus 
on climate change by forest manag-
ers and landowners, partly because 
little information is available on the 
best way forward to prepare for 
those changes,” Martin said. “This 
project provides an unprecedented 
opportunity to integrate forestry 
research, outreach and education in 
the region to address this important 
societal challenge.”

Changes brought about by climate 
change could include reduced sum-
mer rainfall, higher temperatures and 
increased disease and pest pressures, 
Martin said. Much of the work funded 
by the grant will focus on develop-
ment of improved trees and manage-
ment strategies. The grant will also 
support extensive measurements on 
fi eld experiments already underway 
across the region to determine how 
soils, climate and management infl u-
ence the loblolly’s carbon-sequestra-
tion potential. Researchers will try to 

make trees grow faster and larger, he 
said. They’ll also investigate ways to 
keep trees healthy and use fertilizer 
more effi ciently.

Martin is the project director 
and one of four people oversee-
ing efforts to integrate the project’s 
main divisions.

Gary Peter, an associate professor 
with the UF forestry school, will inte-
grate efforts to help the industry and 
small landowners adapt to changing 
climate conditions and improve the 
resilience of southern forests.

Martha Monroe, a professor with 
the forestry school, will integrate 
outreach and education. “This proj-
ect is possible because of the land-
grant system,” Monroe said. “We do 
basic research, applied research and 
outreach. Our collective reach to 
private industry, forest consultants, 
minority forest landowners, teach-
ers, planners and policymakers is 
signifi cant.”

Tom Fox, a professor with Virginia 
Tech’s forest resources and environ-
mental conservation department, is 
the project’s integrator for mitiga-
tion efforts. “This project will help 
maintain forests that are better able 
to withstand the droughts, intense 
storms and pests that are associated 
with climate variability,” Fox said.

Martin credited UF’s history of sup-
port for climate-change initiatives, 
such as the Florida Climate Institute, 
as an important factor in securing 
the grant.          ■

Submitted by IFAS, University of Florida

A consortium led by University of Florida researchers will use a $20 million grant to improve the planted-pine industry.
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When the topic 
of managing for-
ests to affect the 
steady buildup 
of atmospheric 

greenhouse gases was raised in the 
early 1990s, an avalanche of scien-
tific studies, policy proposals, and 
advocacy positions emerged that 
continues today. The result of two 
decades of effort, and hundreds of 
scientific and popular articles, appears 
to be that the disagreements over 
the value of forest management 
and forest product use in affecting 
the climate issue have grown more 
polarized and controversial rather 
than more settled. 

One of the prime examples of 
misunderstanding and disagree-
ment has emerged recently as 
people have questioned the value 
of using woody biomass to replace 
fossil fuels as an energy feedstock. 
For years, it has been agreed that 
biomass harvested from sustainably 
managed forests could be counted 
as “carbon neutral,” in other words, 
“as long as the wood used for fuel 
is replaced by new wood growth, 
a carbon cycle is created and there 
is no net increase in the amount 
of carbon dioxide released” to the 
atmosphere1 .  

Consistent with this idea, inter-
national studies such as those 
by the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) and 
national policies in the United 
States have treated woody 
biomass as a “carbon neutral” 
fuel that could replace fossil 
sources and thus reduce net 
atmospheric carbon dioxide emis-
sions. In the 2008 Farm Bill, the 
Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
(BCAP) proposed signifi cant fed-
eral subsidies to encourage the 
production and use of biomass 
fuels, including forest biomass. 

Forests and Climate
Other federal and state energy and 
tax policies have likewise encour-
aged the use of renewable energy 
sources, including forest biomass. 
It looked like the case was settled 
and new market opportunities for 
forestland owners and managers 
were on the horizon.

But wait! Nothing in this con-
troversial climate issue could be 
settled that easily! At the interna-
tional level, some IPCC scientists 
pointed out that wood used for 
energy was not always carbon 
neutral. If natural forests were 
destroyed, or converted to oil 
palms, or otherwise degraded in 
the process of producing energy, 
there were indirect land use effects 
and addition al emissions that had 
to be considered. That wood might 
replace fossil fuels, but the increased 
carbon dioxide emissions from the 
land use change needed to be 
subtracted from the reduction in 
fossil emissions to calculate the net 
effect. Unfortunately, since there 
were places in the world where 
such forest impacts were taking 
place, one could not assume that 
all woody biomass used for energy 
was carbon neutral. The reality is 
more complex.

In June, 2010, a “Biomass Sus-
tainability and Carbon Policy 
Study” done for the Massachusetts 
Department of Energy Resources 
by the Manomet Center for 
Conservation Sciences2  created an 
uproar when it was interpreted 
by the media. Newspaper head-
lines like “Mass Study: Wood 
Power Worse Polluter than Coal,” 
“Manomet: Biomass Isn’t Green” 
threw a shock into forest owners 
and scientists, including the study’s 
authors3 . Immediately, there were 
reactions ranging from “how could 
this be?” to “We told you so,” and 
the debate within the forestry, 
energy and environmental commu-
nities on the future of wood as an 
energy fuel was off and running. 
So how do foresters and others 
interpret these new arguments?  

To address that question, I read 
the Manomet study fairly carefully. 
It was done by qualified scien-
tists whom I respect, and their 
results are not to be ignored. They 
concluded that “the atmospheric 
greenhouse gas implications of 

By R. Neil Sampson

  > continued on page 18
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burning forest biomass for energy vary 
depending on the characteristics of the 
bioenergy combustion technology, the 
fossil fuel technology it replaces, and 
the biophysical and forest manage-
ment characteristics of the forests from 
which the biomass is harvested.” So 
far, so good.

But there were sentences in the 
study that could be (and were) lifted 
out of context. One such was “forest 
biomass generally emits more green-
house gases than fossil fuels per unit 
of energy produced.” That is common 
scientifi c knowledge. There are more 
heat units in a ton of coal than in a 
ton of wood, so it takes more than a 
ton of wood to produce the equivalent 
amount of energy. Those factors are 
well known, by species of trees as well 
as types of coal, and have always been 
part of a basic energy calculation. The 
media interpretation concluding that 
wood was more polluting than coal 
was misleading.

That does not, however, let the 
Manomet authors off the hook, since 
it appears that they overlooked an 
important phrase in the initial proposal 
that wood from sustainably managed 
forests was climate neutral when used 
for energy. Instead of modeling a 
sustainably managed forest to demon-
strate the carbon dynamics of forest 
harvest and wood use, they modeled a 
single forest stand. That produces the 
familiar graph that we have all seen, 
and that mis-communicates what is 
happening in a forest situation. All 
foresters have seen this picture: A stand 
is planted, grows in a standard growth 
curve for a number of years, then is 
partially or completely harvested. At 
the time of partial harvest, a portion 
of the carbon is removed in products, 
and the stand begins to re-grow and 
replace the harvested portion. In a 
total harvest, the carbon in the stand 
is virtually all removed, and a longer 
replacement period begins. The conclu-
sion, according to any study of a stand, 
is that when wood is harvested and 
used for energy, it will be a few years 
before that wood is re-grown and the 
atmosphere is improved compared to 
what would have occurred with fossil 
burning. During those years, while 

the wood is re-
growing, there 
is a short-term 
“carbon debt” 
that must be 
counted. 

In a sustain-
ably managed for-
est, however, there are 
many stands of varying 
ages and compositions. While one is 
being harvested, others are growing. 
In many well-managed forests, the 
standing stock of carbon is increasing 
slowly but steadily over the years, while 
products are being harvested and 
moved into processing each year. The 
carbon implications of such a forest are 
always positive, with each year seeing 
added net growth as well as the value 
of the wood products being placed 
in use or burned for energy. There is 
no “time lag” in replacing harvested 
wood carbon when the analysis is 
done on a sustainably managed for-
est. That time lag was the result of 
modeling stand dynamics instead of 
forest dynamics.

There was another point where I felt 
the Manomet study missed the mark. 
It seemed to suggest (or I didn’t fi nd 
anywhere where it directly refuted) the 
idea that woody biomass for energy 
would come from the harvest of 
merchantable green trees. In fact, the 
authors made clear that the study did 
not consider non-forest wood sources 
such as tree care and landscaping, mill 
residues, or construction debris. What 
was not said was whether the study 
considered only the non-merchantable 
portions of a forest harvest, or whether 
it considered all the wood in the 
harvest. It appeared to be the latter, 
and that fl ies in the face of simple 
economics and common sense. 

The biomass power and combined 
heat and power industries have been 
the “garbage men” of the forest indus-
try, cleaning up the scraps after the 
higher-value products were removed. 
That seems likely to continue. The price 
that power producers pay for wood 
must compete with available fossil fuels 
such as coal or natural gas, less any 
tax or other fi nancial incentives from 
government. Up to this point, that has 

meant that woody 
biomass for energy 
brought prices that usu-
ally only paid for logging, 
chipping and hauling. Biomass wood 
was treated in most forest harvest 
operations as a least-cost waste treat-
ment rather than a profi t center.

Where a logging operation could 
cut and skid trees of all sizes and 
qualities to the deck, then sort out 
and appropriately route saw timber, 
pulpwood, and woody biomass to 
their different buyers, selling biomass 
was a welcome addition to the mer-
chandizing of the forest products. Its 
logging cost was averaged across all 
the products, and the more profi table 
saw timber and pulpwood made the 
operation feasible. In those cases, 
selling higher-value wood for energy 
chips makes no economic sense, and 
going through the forest picking out 
the low-value and small wood while 
leaving the more valuable wood 
behind would be too expensive. 
The woody material sold for energy 
feedstocks could not be sold as pulp 
or saw timber, and was going to 
be either burned or decomposed in 
the woods.

In such a case, the fact that the 
wood replaced fossil fuels instead of 
being burned as slash or decomposed 
in the woods is clearly an emissions 
reduction. We might have to burn 1.5 
tons of wood to replace a ton of coal, 
but those 1.5 tons would have been 
emitted anyway, and the ton of coal 
emissions was prevented. That means 
that the wood was carbon neutral, 
because it would have been burned 
or decomposed in the woods anyway. 
In terms of an offset, it should earn 
one ton to refl ect the amount of coal 
emission avoided.

  > continued from page 17
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The other point 
made very clear in 
the Manomet study 
was that the study 
made no attempt to 
evaluate the entire 
cost-benefi t balance 
between using wood 
for energy versus 
using fossil fuels. Back 
to our point about 

the wood needing to 
come from sustainably 

managed forests, those 
forests produce a host of 

other environmental and eco-
nomic benefi ts, while avoiding a few 

things like serious air pollution, mine 
disasters, or oil well blowouts. None 
of those considerations were part of 
the Manomet study, and the study 
should not be seen as an analysis of 
the relative value of using forests for 
bioenergy production. 

So the challenge for foresters is to 
inform the public about the climate 
benefi ts of woody biomass produced 
in sustainably managed forests, and it is 
the latter point that is critical. Foresters 
need to show people through their 
actions in the forest, and their commu-
nications to the public that sustainably 
managed forests create a broad array 
of environmental, economic, and social 
benefi ts, including the opportunity to 
produce a class of woody products 
that can be an important factor in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in 
the process of producing energy. That 
woody biomass can be an addition 
to the saw timber needed to produce 
wood products and the clean chips 
needed for paper production, and it 
can help forest landowners create and 
maintain healthy, sustainable forests. 
Forests are a win, win opportunity as 
society addresses the complex issue of 
climate change. ■

CONSULTING FORESTERS
A.W. Powers Forestry, Inc.
2800 SE 26th Place
Trenton, FL 32693
Phone: (352) 463-1300
Fax: (352) 463-1314
E-mail: powersforestry@aol.com
SAF Certifi ed Professional Forestry Consultant serving 
the forestry industry for 20 years.  Our specialties include:  
Site Preparation & Planting Assistance, Timber Sale Assis-
tance, Forest Management & Forest Management Plans, 
Timber Cruising, Timber Marking, Timber Appraisals, 
Stewardship Plans, and Computerized Mapping.

EQUIPMENT DEALERS
Marden Industries Inc.
P.O. Box 796
Mulberry, FL 33860
Phone: (863) 682-7882, x33
Fax: (863) 428-1395
E-mail: d.darby@mardenind.com
Web: www.mardenind.com
MARDEN INDUSTRIES is a Florida based company which 
was originally founded in 1933. We have over 70 years 
experience in designing and manufacturing site-prepa-
ration equipment, industrial construction equipment as 
well as custom products for the forest, ranching, trans-
portation, construction and agricultural industries.

This article was reprinted with 
permission from the Association of 
Consulting Foresters as it appeared 
in The Consultant, Annual Journal, 
2011. ACF is headquartered in 
Alexandria, VA, and serves to advance 
the practice of consultant forestry 
throughout the U.S. and several for-
eign countries. Visit their website at 
www.acf-foresters.org.

 1 Rinebolt, David C., “The potential for 
using wood for energy and the implications 
for climate change, in Sampson, R. Neil 
and Dwight Hair (Eds), Forests and Global 
Change, Volume 2: Forest Management 
Opportunities for Mitigating Carbon 
Emissions, Washington, D.C.: American 
Forests, 1996.
2 Available for download at 
www.manomet.org
3 Zeller, Tom Jr., Q. and A.: Woody 
Biomass, Pros and Cons, available at 
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com

LOGGING AND TRUCKING RESOURCES

Southeastern Wood Producers Assoc. Inc
P.O. Box 9 
101 First Street
Hilliard, FL 32046
Phone: (904) 845-7133
Fax: (904) 845-7345
E-mail: info@swpa.ag
Web: www.swpa.ag
Executive Director: Tommy Carroll, Florida 
Programs: Mia Wade.
Founded by Loggers for Loggers. The voice of logging 
and trucking in Florida and Georgia. No charge to 
members for continuing education. Save thousands 
of dollars through the SWPA Purchase Power Partner 
Network. Contact us for a free copy of our publications

SEEDLINGS
Superior Trees, Inc.
P.O. Drawer 9400
Lee, FL 32059
Phone: (850) 971-5159
Fax: (850) 971-5416
E-mail: superiortrees@centurylink.net
Web: www.superiortrees.net
Wholesale growers of bareroot pine, hardwood, cypress 
and cedar seedlings.  Quality longleaf pine tublings 
available. Also, wholesale grower of numerous native 
trees, shrubs, palms, perennials and grasses in containers 
sized 1-30 gallons.  Seedlings and container plants avail-
able for wildlife food plots.  Call for a free catalog.

TIMBER BUYERS
Harley Forest Products, LLC
P.O. Box 1749
Lake City, FL 32056-1749
Phone: (386) 752-3376
Fax: (386) 752-0379
E-mail: harl3228@bellsouth.net
Harley Forest Products, serving North Florida and 
Southern Georgia’s timber harvesting needs since 
2000.  A family business, owned and operated by Joe 
Harley, an association member for more than thirty 
years.  Using 35 years of experience in timber procure-
ment and harvesting, Harley Forest Products special-
izes in buying and harvesting all types of timber.

TIMBERLAND MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANTS
Mitchell L. McElroy Private Forester, 
Inc.
P.O. Box 945
Monticello, FL 32345
Phone: (850) 997-4103
Fax: (850) 997-0425
E-mail: mlmpfi @earthlink.net
Web: www.privateforester.com
Mitchell L. McElroy Private Forester, Inc.  We are a 
Professional Forest Management Company.  We 
are experienced in all Forest Service areas, such as 
timber sales and timber marketing, timber apprais-
als, carbon sequestrations plans. Maximizing the 
potential of Wildlife Habitat.  Herbicide Applications 
control invasive plant species. Assist landowners 
with Pond Management.  We develop Forest/Wild-
life Management Plans.  We address your specifi c 
Forestry needs.  Help maintain the Landowner’s Goals 
for his property.

classifieds
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Additional offices in:
AL, GA, HI, ME, MI, MS, NC, SC, TN, TX, VA, and WV.

17593 NW US Highway 441
High Springs, FL 32643

386-454-0260

2891 Highway 90 West
Bonifay, FL 32425

850-547-2634

949 Jenks Avenue, Suite 17
Panama City, FL 32401

850-215-9459
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Precision Genetics

1st Patented Loblolly Pi lash Pine Varieti ven Performance

Better Trees.

Compared to orchard and CMP seedlings, CellFor 
southern pine varieties provide:

h, earlier thinnings, more total volume per acre

 from straighter, defect-free trees

 from vigorous root systems

 developed through stringent 

 delivering improved yield, 
   quality and efficiency

CellFor
Varieties 
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BUYING OR SELLING TIMBERLAND?
Put our 35+ years of timberland  
management, acquisition, sales, and 
appraisal experience to work for you. 
BUYING OR SELLING RECREATION LAND?

Put our land experts and the most   
recognizable name in outdoor recreation, 
Mossy Oak, to work for you.

Tom Mastin Jack Vogel
Tony Wallace Eric Hoyer
Gainesville, FL San Antonio, FL
(352) 367 1479 (352) 588 2580

www.mossyoakproperties.com

A division of Natural Resource Planning Services, Inc. 
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www.blantonscontainernursery.org

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON • FLORIDA
We Specialize in Top Quality Containerized

Improved & Natural Stand Longleaf
Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly

Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing

C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884) 1091 NE Daylily Ave.
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175) Madison, FL  32340
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421) Phone/Fax 850-973-2967 
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International Forest Company

1-800-633-4506
Moultrie, GA www.interforestry.com
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Timber Mart-South
Timber Price Reporting Service

• Hardwood & Pine

• Stumpage & Delivered

• Logging Rates & Biomass

• Quarterly Reports

• Historical Data 

www.TimberMart-South.com
Email:  tmart@uga.edu
Phone: 706-542-4756
Fax: 706-542-1670

Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources
The University of Georgia  • Athens GA  30602 USA
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www.qamparts.com
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Mizell Development, Inc.

Forest Road Construction 
and Maintenance

PO Box 5011
Callahan, Florida  32011
Phone: (904) 545-0611

Fax: (904) 879-9069
adamjmizell@yahoo.com
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Greg's Dragline and Bulldozer Inc.
Greg Chapman Dragline and Bulldozer Inc. provides complete site prep
service for North and Central Florida, as well as South Georgia:
• V-Shear w/D8 • Bedding (Savannah plow)
• KG Prep. w/D8 • Roadbuilding
• Raking, wheel and track • Chopping, single & double (heavy)
• NEW for 2000!! G.P.S. Mapping

S ITE  PREP

Greg's Dragline and Bulldozer Inc.
Orange Springs, Florida

Tel. 352-546-4381 • Fax 352-546-4428

Complete forest management services:
• Timber cruising & valuation • Timber marking

• Timber sales assistance • Reforestation assistance

shiverforestry@windstream.net
Phone & Fax: (386) 963-2315
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Offices in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 

Mississippi, New York, Ohio, Oregon, South Carolina,

Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia

International offices in Brazil and Uruguay

Russ Weber
Gainesville
(352) 377-2924

rweber@fwforestry.com

Steve Glenn
Marianna

(850) 482-6573

sglenn@fwforestry.com

F&W Forestry Services, Inc.

Providing management, 
consulting, timber sales 
and real estate services 
to Florida landowners.

w w w . F W F O R E S T R Y. c o m

515924_FW.indd   1 2/8/11   3:09:15 AM521292_RJ.indd   1 4/12/11   5:13:11 PM



Proud Members of the
Florida Forestry Association

www.drummondbank.com

Wherever The Road Takes You,
Drummond Bank Will Be There
Wherever The Road Takes You,
Drummond Bank Will Be There

Member FDIC

Chiefl and:
1627 N. Young Boulevard

352-493-2277

Cedar Key:
7060 C Street
352-543-5450

Trenton:
1502 East Wade Street

352-463-3010

Bell:
1879 N. Main Street

352-463-7667

Cross City:
200 S.W. Cedar Street

352-498-7733

Mayo:
130 NE Clyde Ave.

386-294-2000

Old Town:
25873 S. E. Hwy 19

352-542-1972

446094_Drummond.indd   1 9/23/09   4:12:13 PM

Southern Forestry Consultants, Inc. is a natural resource 
management and consulting  rm providing services to non-
industrial, industrial, non-governmental, and governmental 

organizations in the Southeastern United States.

Bainbridge, GA
229.246.5785

Monticello, FL
850.997.6254

Enterprise, AL
334.393.7868

ttiic lelelllolo FF

Southern Forestry
Consultants, Inc.

Serving the Southeastern
United States 

www.soforest.com
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TIMBER PROCUREMENT

MICHAEL MINCHEW
(Procurement Manager)

(251) 867-1287 or (877) 495-4898

MICHAEL NOWLING
(850) 675-5080 or (251) 238-0855

JEFF LOCKLIN
(251) 867-1287 or (877) 702-6453

CHRIS HUDSON
(251) 867-1287 or (888) 395-0426

KEITH BARROW
(251) 867-1287 or (251) 238-4175

We Purchase
Logs, Poles, Pulpwood, Pine & Hardwood

T. R. Miller
Mill Company, Inc.

437565_TRMiller.indd   1 7/28/09   7:49:08 PM

Wood to Fuel Wood to Fuel 
is Here!is Here!

For more information, 
go to 

www.greencirclebio.com
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Our FlexStand™ System provides a higher economic return on your investment in any market. 
Whether it’s biomass or sawtimber, combining the best pine genetics of open pollinated (OP), 
MCP Seedlings® and our varietal SuperTree Seedlings™ in a single acre will ensure that your 

your free FlexStand™ System Planting Guide call 1-888-888-7158 today.

Benefit in any market 
with our FlexStand™ System.

MCP Seedling® is a registered trademark of ArborGen Inc.
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