


Our History
In 1919, the parents of the community voted to build a bigger

schoolhouse as the population of Grand Meadow increased.  Bonds
were let for $100,000.  George Williams of Washta contracted to dig
the basement and work started.  Several local people worked with
horses and scrapers.  The building progressed until the funds were
exhausted and worked stopped until more bonds could be voted.

 The cornerstone was laid in 1920.  The building was not entirely    
 completed in time to start the 1920-1921 school year, so it opened

officially in the fall of 1921.
 The new school had a lunchroom, kitchen, gym, bathrooms,

showers, a playground and stage.  Two Quonset huts were added,
one as a manual training building and the other as the music

building.  The barn that originally housed the busses disappeared
with the years.  Two homes were on the grounds as well as a

temporary trailer.
 In 1949 a kindergarten course was added to the curriculum.
 In 1959, reorganization with Marcus took place after much
argument.  Starting in August 1962, all Grand Meadow High

students as well as all seventh and eighth grade pupils ceased
attending the local school.  In order to eliminate extra teachers and

to keep the per pupil cost down, some transfers were made.  One
year, the entire sixth grade was bussed to Marcus as the class was
too small to warrant a special teacher.  Other years, some Marcus
pupils attended Grand Meadow on a voluntary basis to equalize
class size.  The school officially closed in 1973 after graduating a

total of 445 student since 1915.
 The Marcus Community School board sold the building to the

Grand Meadow trustees for the sum of $1.00.  On August 9, 1975 
 the contents of the Stiles Museum were moved into the Grand

Meadow School Building.  Papers were drawn up and signed by the
board members and the Heritage Commission was born on August
27,1975.  The Center officially opened on October 11 and 12 in 1975.  

Kitty Cat Crafting
Lemars,Iowa



Must See Exhibits
Located in the  Brick Schoolhouse

Thank You To Our Quilt Show
Sponsors

Remodeled Hat Room -3rd Floor
Grand Meadow School Pride -3rd Floor
Revived General Store Room -3rd Floor
New Toy Room Rendition -3rd Floor
Complete Natural History Room Reno -2nd Floor
New Acquisitions Room -catwalk
Tuckpointing of consolidated building.

Ken & Anna Oleson-Gross



Thank You to our sponsors!

Joy Auto
Joy Dirt Work

The Grand Meadow store was built in 1922, and through its
lifetime has served many purposes. at one time it was an

implement dealer, a general store, gas station, meat locker,
electrician shop, and many other various uses.

 
In the winter of 2021, the store was severely damaged

from the derecho. Before repairs could be made, heavy
winds took the roof off of the building and damaged the

walls beyond repair. In the interest of safety, the building
was demolished, and a replacement storage building was

erected. The board and volunteers were able to salvage the
blocks from the front of the store, in hopes of putting a

facade of the old store on the end. We are currently
accepting donations to defray the costs of laying the brick

on the building.  

In Memorial of the
Grand Meadow Store 



Invest In Our
Future!

The Grand Meadow board has
established an endowment for the
future of the heritage center. This

endowment will secure a long-term
income for the center going forward.
People investing in this endowment
will be eligible for at 25% tax credit
for their monetary investment into
the heritage center. The Siouxland
Community Foundation holds this
endowment and donations can be
made to them for this purpose or

ask any board member how to
obtain your 25% tax credit.

Grand Meadow is proud to honor
people who have though the years

donated their time and effort for the
advancement of Grand Meadow. 

 
This year's recipients are:

Dale Harvey
Arnie Dawson

Karen Lund
 

A heartfelt thank you to these three
and to all of the volunteers that make

this festival a great success!

This Year's Award
Recipients



Improvement Options for
the Grand Meadow Heritage

Center
Replacement of the outdoor music venue
Replacement of the 1883 log cabin's roof

Repairing the two-room schoolhouse
Re-finishing the inside of the one room

schoolhouse
Improvements to the consolidated

schoolhouse
The board welcomes any and all input as to

where you would like to see investments made

Upcoming EventsWhat We're Doing Today

Today the Grand Meadow Board is striving to save
the building and preserve the artifacts inside.

Between remodeling exhibits and rooms within the
building, tuckpointing the exterior has been

completed. The board has also made advancements
to the infrastructure and grounds. The debut of the

Beverly Hiller Memorial Theatre is a fun, new
addition to the grounds. The Grand Meadow Board

is working towards bringing more exhibits and
new exhibitors to festivals and events during the

year. 



Opportunities At 
                Grand Meadow

Grand Meadow is an ever growing entity. It is
through the help of many volunteers that the

experience is offered to everyone who
attends our events. Grand Meadow is always

looking for new innovative and energetic
volunteers to assist the Board in making the
needed improvements to Grand Meadow for

future generations to come. 
If you feel that you could add to the Grand
Meadow endeavor please contact a Board

member or leave your information at the Gift
Shop and become a part of our growing team! 

VOTE NOW!!!

Visit the Grand Meadow Gift Shop

The Grand Meadow Gift Shop is
located by the Quilt Show this

year, stop by and find the
perfect souvenir. The

fundraising committee tries to
add a new gift option every year
for people to enjoy! This year's

item is a 5" quilter's square
ruler, it has our barn engraved
in the center, which makes it
exclusive just to us! Stop over

and grab one of these as well as
our 2022 annual button!  

We need your input! 
Pick your favorite tractor, car,

& quilt!
 

Public Choice Ribbons will be
awarded and presented to the

winners!
 

Go to the barn to vote!

Silent Auction

This year the fundraising committee has
put together a silent auction to help with

costs of damage repair to our buildings and
grounds from the derecho last December.
Please take a minute to stroll through the
generous donations we have received for
the auction! The auction ends at 4:00PM

Saturday, so make sure you keep up on the
items you like the most! 

The auction is located between the food
stand and the brick schoolhouse.

Thank you to all of the generous businesses
and friends that have donated to this year's

auction. Your generosity does not go un-
appreciated!
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