
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 11, 2021  VIA ZOOM 
Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Dean Locke, Denise Ashman, Jackie Stanton 
Absent: Jared Jasinski, Carrie Watson 
Guests: Walter Opuszynski, Brad Greenough, Lisa Crews, Keegan Tierney, Mollie Flannigan, 
Peter Hammond 
 
The February minutes were approved. 
 
GOMO TOWN FOREST 
  Walter Opuszynski and Brad Greenough, from Forests, Parks, and Recreation, and Keegan 
Tierney and Mollie Flannigan, from the Green Mountain Club, met with us to discuss adding a 
proposed overflow parking lot and improvement to an old skid road on the Waterville side of 
the Gomo Town Forest. Parking there is congested at times and is a problem with abuttors. 
Walter feels that minor improvements to the road will allow vehicles to move close to the trail 
and relieve roadside parking. The main focus, however, is water quality between the two 
wetlands in that area. Culverts will be evaluated and a couple more will probably need to be 
added. Signage would be added as well. This project is still in the discussion stage; abutting 
landowners have not yet been contacted and there isn’t a funding source yet. 
  Erosion repair, the lot, and some surfacing are expected to cost around $8615; that number is 
expected to rise. Water quality will likely be the focus of funding sources. Possibly the GMC 
could give money for erosion control on the trail and possibly the town could be asked to add to 
the total. 
  The existing parking lot was built by VASA and is owned by the town of Johnson. FPR has 
done almost all of the maintenance on the Waterville side. There is ATV traffic but most of the 
use seems to come from hikers; both those usages are expected to grow.  
  Keegan et al will have to refine details for a more concrete estimate and obtain written 
permission from the town to take on the project. The CC won’t spend a lot of time on it until 
that happens. At that point, our job will be to endorse it and recommend it to the selectboard. 
Lois advised doing a selectboard and a site visit. Keegan will reach out to the selectboard and 
will put together maps and a request and send it to the CC, who will review and send it to the 
selectboard. 
 
COMMUNITY VALUES MAPPING PROJECT 
  Jens Hilke is working on the maps and will present at the next meeting. 
 
BEARD’S RECREATION 
  The new handicapped-accessible trail will be built by Sam Blakely of Hermit Trailbuilders. The 
contract is soon to be finalized and will stipulate a June starting date, if conditions allow. Noel 
suggested adding a ‘completion by’ date as well. 
 
PETER HAMMOND 
  Peter thinks he’d like to join us so attended the meeting in order to see us in action. He’s fairly 
new to Johnson and is outdoor oriented, but most of all, he likes to contribute to his 
community, just like we all do. He’ll let us know if he’d like to take the plunge. 
 
MISC: 



 

 

• Jackie saw a redwing blackbird. 
• Sue has tried to reach Redstart Environmental about scheduling the next knotweed 

treatment at Journey’s End. There’s been no reply; she’ll keep trying. 
• We have a swell new laminator. 

 
Adjourned at 8:05 
Next meeting is on April 8, 2021, at 6:30 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 
    
 


