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JOHNSON PLANNING COMMISSION 

15 APR 2021 MEETING 

Minutes - DRAFT 

 

Attending:  

Members – David Butler, Rob Rodriguez, Greg Tatro, Paul Warden.  Kyley Hill joined at 7:20. 

Public – Charles Gallanter, Shane Spence 

Start: 7:04 PM 

Topics: 

1. Brief reminder of meeting rules (Robert’s), Vermont Open Meeting Law, advisability of using 

Town of Johnson emails for communication  

2. Meeting minutes from 02 Feb 2021 – Greg motioned accepting as written, Rob seconded.  

Motion passed (David abstained).  

3. Review of JPC members and terms – information below from Brian Story 

Number Person Term (Yr.) Expires 

1 Kim Cotnoir 3 3/22  

2 Rob Rodriguez 2 3/22 

3 David Butler 3 3/23 

4 Paul Warden 2 3/22 

5 Greg Tatro ? ? 

6 Kyley Hill ? ? 

Candidates: 

 Charles Gallanter (requested 3 year term) 

 Shane Spence 

a. Discussion of terms of Greg and Kyley.  Charles reported that they were appointed to fill the 

uncompleted terms of Ben Waterman and Eben Patch, both of whom had 3 year terms that 

were to expire in 2020. 

b. Greg mentioned that he wondered if he should be on the JPC since he so many things going 

on in town, including a new project that he cannot reveal details of at present.  David asked 

if the new project involved financial gain for him or his company from decisions that 

Planning Commission might make.  Greg said no.  There was general agreement that it 

should not present an issue then – and that he could always recuse himself from discussion 

or votes if necessary.  

c. Agreed that appointment dates and terms assigned (presumably by the Selectboard).  Also 

need to establish the terms for the two seats now vacant. 

4. Interview of Candidates 

a. Charles Gallanter – Stated his history with the JPC and views are known, and that his 

Libertarian “less government is more” views have softened somewhat.  When asked 
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about JPC works areas, he responded: JPC bylaws are needed, sewer extension work, 

Class 4 roads, and siting for retail marijuana in Johnson. 

b. Shane Spence – Introduced himself as a “fellow Libertarian” and reviewed that he is 

known to and has served with several members of the JPC.  Regarding work areas for 

JPC, Shane mentioned that he had reviewed the draft minutes of the 02 Feb 2021 JPC 

meeting and agreed with the tasks listed, especially noting recreational opportunities to 

develop and taking advantage of federal dollars, and zoning for retail marijuana, stating 

that he thinks the town needs to get out ahead on this issue and think about where we 

want this located and where we do not.  

5. Election of Officers 

a. Chair – David Butler and Paul Warden expressed willingness. Greg thanked both 

members and moved the Commission elect Paul as David had already served. David 

graciously conceded.  Rob seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

b. Vice Chair – Rob expressed a willingness.  Kyley moved and Greg seconded.  

Unanimously approved. 

c. Secretary – After some discussion, agreed to leave the position unfilled for the moment.  

Paul to check with Brian regarding JPC funds for recording secretary and possible 

candidates.  Possibly Charles or Shane might be interested if appointed. 

6. Establish regular meeting schedule – David stated that most Tuesday nights do not work for him.  

Kyley mention summer conflict with Tuesday Night Live. Paul suggested second Wednesday of 

each month.  David so moved; Greg seconded.  Passed unanimously. 

7. JPC Priorities – agreed to table until we have a full board. 

8. Executive session to discuss candidates – David moved; Rob seconded. Both candidates waived 

their rights to attend.  After Executive Session, David moved and Kyley seconded that the JPC 

recommend to the Selectboard that Charles Gallanter and Shane Spence be appointed to the 

JPC.  

9. Motion to adjourn David, Greg second.  Passed unanimously. 

 

NEXT MEETING: WED, 12 MAY 2021, 7PM 


