
 

JOHNSON SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 

ALL PARTICIPATION BY ZOOM TELECONFERENCING 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021 

 

Present:  
Selectboard Members: Mike Dunham, Beth Foy, Nat Kinney, Eric Osgood, Eben Patch 

Others: Brian Story, Rosemary Audibert, Jessica Bickford, Kyle Nuse, Sophia Berard, BJ 

Putvain, Doug Collins, Lois Frey, Rob Rodriguez, Ken Tourangeau, Margo Warden, Cal 

Stanton, Elizabeth Brackett, Athena Park, Shayne Spence 

 

Note:  All votes taken are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

1. Call to Order 

Eric called the meeting to order at 7:01. 

2. Additions, Changes to Agenda 

Brian noted that the date of the minutes to be approved should be 2021 and not 2020. And he 

added accepting a resignation from the Racial Justice Committee to the agenda. 

3. Appointment for Town Offices 

Eric asked Nat to take over running the meeting. Nat called for nominations for chair. Mike 

nominated Eric. The board voted to elect Eric as chair. Eric said it has been a great honor 

and pleasure to serve in this capacity but this will be his last year as chair. He will not be 

seeking reelection as chair next year. 

 

Mike moved and Nat seconded to make the following appointments:  

 

 Vice Chair: Nat Kinney 

Highway Commissioner: Brian Story 

Road Foreman/Public Works Superintendent: Hugh Albright 

First Constable: Tracy Myers 

Animal Control Officers: BJ Putvain, Dean Locke 

Fence Viewers: Blaine Delisle, Margo Warden, Kathy Black 

Official Weigher: Mike Patch 

Tree Warden: Noel Dodge 

Health Officer: Tracy Myers 

Second Deputy Health Officers: Brian Story, BJ Putvain, Dean Locke 

Vt. Emergency Management: chair of selectboard 

Town Service Officer: Eben Patch 

Inspector of Lumber, Wood & Shingles: Richard Simays 

Green Up Day Chair: Shayne Spence 

Recreation Committee: Jasmine Yuris, Katie Orost, Allen Audette, Kyle Senesac, Kim 

Goodell 

Skate Park Committee: Casey Romero, Howard Romero, Greg Fatigate, George 

Swanson, Jon Girard, Rick Aupperlee, James Whitehill 

Conservation Commission: Noel Dodge, Denise Ashman 

Tree Board: Sue Lovering, Rob Maynard, Noel Dodge, Dorcas Jones, Louise von Weise, 

Jacob Vandorn, Brian Vandorn 
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Fire Warden: Corey Davis 

Town Historian: Linda Jones 

Historical Society: Linda Jones, Dean West, Lois Frey, Tom Carney, Alice Whiting, 

Duncan Hastings, Dick Simays, Kelly Vandorn, Mary Jean Smith 

Development Review Board: Will Angier, Jim MacDowell, David Butler, William 

Jennison, David Williams, alternates Shayne Spence and Kim Dunkley 

Beautification Committee: Kyle Nuse, Ann Marie Bahr, Bradley Fletcher, Carrie Watson   

Tuesday Night Live Committee: Howard Romero, Tim Mikovitz, Joie Lehouillier, 

Sophia Berard, Mara Siegel, Tom Moog 

Community Oven Committee: Jasmine Yuris, Ray Kania, Luke Gellatly, Sophia Berard, 

Charlotte Roozekrans, Liam Murphy, Mark Woodward, Jennifer Burton, Jennifer 

Yuris 

 

It was discussed that Charles Gallanter had indicated indifference to being reappointed to the 

Planning Commission. Mike said to him that indicates that he doesn’t really want the job. 

The board agreed to post an opening for his position rather than reappointing him. 

 

Beth said there are a lot of committees and a lot of assumptions were made about whether 

people wanted to continue serving. Maybe next year the board should check with committees 

before the town report is published and make sure all the people on the committee are still 

actively involved and interested in staying on and if some are not, their positions can be 

shown as vacant in the town report. Eric said that is a good idea. 

 

The motion was passed. 

4. Review and Approve Minutes of Meetings Past 

Nat moved to approve the minutes of February 15, 18 and 19, 2021, Mike seconded and 

the motion was passed with Mike, Nat and Eric voting in favor and Beth and Eben 

abstaining as they were not on the board when those meetings took place. 

5. Treasurer’s Report / Review and Approve Bills, Warrants, Licenses / Any Action Items 

Rosemary said the state allowed Downtown Pizzeria to delay their liquor license renewal 

application for 2020 but that one needs to be approved before they can renew for 2021. Nat 

moved to approve the 2020 liquor license renewal application for Downtown Pizzeria, 

seconded by Beth.  

 

Eric said we usually send a letter saying that we reserve the right to impose further 

restrictions if there is a violation. If a business has a violation the state may allow them to 

pay a fine rather than having their license temporarily revoked. But we have the option to 

revoke their license for 10 days. As this license is for 2020 it doesn't make sense to send the 

letter. 

 

Jessica Bickford asked if the selectboard has ever had to revoke a business’ license. Eric said 

we came very close back when Stearns store had quite a few violations for selling to minors 

and the state only imposed a fine on them. 

 

The motion was passed. 
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Eric suggested that since everyone has to go into the office to sign the liquor license, board 

members might as well sign the warrants at the same time. 

 

Mike asked if the $1,220 lawyer fee for the ATV ordinance warning was money spent 

cleaning up an article submitted by a member of the public. Brian said he had a few 

conversations with the lawyer about how to phrase our warning in general. He probably spent 

a little more time talking to the lawyer about the ATV articles then the others. The total 

amount was $1,220 but the part of that related to the ATV articles was less than half an hour. 

They also discussed ballot questions, the warning, town meeting day and labor negotiations. 

6. Discussion on Communications Union District Appointment Period 

Brian said when we appointed people to the CUD we didn't discuss what the appointment 

period would be. Their organization meeting will not happen for a couple of months so it is 

too early to reappoint people to the CUD now. We should set the appointment period for 

Lamoille FiberNet CUD representatives to be May 1 to April 30. 

 

Eric asked if Doug will keep serving until the end of April. Brian said yes. Charlotte Reber is 

our representative and Paul Warden and Doug Molde are alternates. Doug will not be seeking 

reappointment. 

7. Planning Commission Resignation 

Kim Dunkley submitted a resignation letter from the Planning Commission. Eric said her 

term expired town meeting day so the board does not need to accept her resignation. He 

suggested sending her a letter thanking her for her service. 

 

Nat said the Planning Commission is without a chair or vice chair. Does the selectboard need 

to initiate a meeting to get them to elect officers? Brian said that is a good question. We do 

have a planning and priorities meeting coming up with them next month. He should probably 

try to assist them with holding a meeting. 

 

Beth asked about how we determine a vision for the Planning Commission. Brian said we 

can discuss that tonight when talking about board priorities. Previously we had them working 

on Class 4 roads and reviewing extension of village water and sewer services into the town. 

He explained to the new board members that we have a town sewer service area agreement 

with the village. We agreed with the village that they would extend water and sewer service 

to parts of the town outside the village, but where they can expand to is controlled by the 

town. They can only go where we specify in the town sewer service area agreement. Eric said 

Laraway is a good example of this. We allowed extension of sewer service to Laraway 

because they did not have the capacity for a septic system. Brian said there is also a sewer 

extension along Sinclair Road. 

 

Brian said he will post the two Planning Commission openings and assist the Planning 

Commission with holding a meeting and electing officers. 

8. Discuss Request for Village of In-Kind Contribution of Work for Johnson Welcome 

Center/Trailhead 

Brian said the town is contributing some in-kind work – landscaping and tree clearing – for 

the Ted Alexander Welcome Center at the trailhead. We should ask for a contribution from 

the village for electrical service to the building. 



Selectboard Meeting Minutes                                                                                                                            p. 4 

March 3, 2021 

 

 

Beth asked about the timing of the work on the welcome center. Howard Romero said there 

will be a ceremony to dedicate the building on August 22. 

 

The board agreed that Brian should reach out to the village to ask about them contributing 

work to provide electrical service at the welcome center. 

 

Beth asked where the welcome center work falls on our priority list for the town crew. 

Howard said the town's responsibility will be digging for the foundation and correcting some 

grades. The amount of work will be pretty limited. Town equipment will probably only be 

needed for a day or two. Eric said there is huge financial benefit to the town from this 

project. Ted Alexander's family is dedicating around $40,000. Howard said it is not 

anticipated to cost taxpayers anything. 

 

Nat asked if a builder has been found. Howard said Brian Raulinaitis has the drawings and he 

and Howard are going to confer about the project. 

 

Howard said the ACT 250 application is in for administrative review. We might be able to do 

the project as an administrative amendment, not even a minor project. 

9. Discussion of the Results of Ballot Items 

Brian said we will report to the state that the voters assented to cannabis retail sales. The 

voters voted in the affirmative on the merger study question but that takes partnership from 

the village. So there is nothing for us to do until after the annual village meeting. The request 

to repeal the ATV ordinance failed, as did the request for environmental study of the impact 

of ATVs on Class 4 roads. 

 

Nat said Article 10 talks about the selectboard acting as the local Cannabis Control 

Commission. The policy for the state hasn't even been set yet. He thinks it would be 

beneficial to have community members and stakeholders get together to discuss and keep 

track of this issue on a statewide level and help inform the selectboard. He would be 

interested in putting together a working group. 

 

Nat said the ATV articles were voted down but the complaints and concerns aren't going to 

go away. We need to help people work together on this issue. He is hoping to have some sort 

of group for people who love ATVs and people who hate ATVs to get together and talk 

 

Beth said she is very much on board with both of Nat's suggestions. 

 

Shayne Spence said he wholeheartedly agrees that both cannabis and ATVs probably need a 

larger conversation. Getting groups together for those is probably the logical next step. 

 

Jessica Bickford said prevention groups are supporting the idea of cannabis groups starting 

earlier rather than later. She is thinking a group might include a parent, a business association 

representative, someone looking to get into the retail cannabis industry, representatives from 

prevention, public health, NVU, possibly law enforcement, the selectboard and the Planning 

Commission, someone in K-12 education to look at youth impacts and potentially someone 
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from the recovery community. It could potentially be a relatively large group. At first it 

would mainly be tracking what the state is doing, looking at data and considering options. 

 

Beth asked if Jessica is aware of any established committees in northern Vermont. Jessica 

said not yet. She thinks three towns had cannabis questions on the ballot that did not move 

forward but most cannabis articles passed. Most of the prevention people she is in contact 

with are encouraging their towns to put this kind of work group in place. 

 

Kyle said she would encourage the selectboard to take an objective deeper dive look into 

issues around ATVs and do what is right for the whole town and not just one special interest 

group. She suggests bringing in a lot of stakeholders including the village and town business 

community and people on both sides of the aisle. 

10. Discuss and Review Selectboard Priorities 

Mike said in the past we have had a special working meeting just for this. There are 66 items. 

He thinks the board should dedicate a special meeting to only this topic. Eric said he expects 

the board will do that. The purpose of this agenda item was to introduce the list to new 

members and briefly talk about it. 

11. Resignation from Racial Justice Committee 

Nat moved to accept Mark Nielsen's resignation from the Racial Justice Committee, 

Eben seconded and the motion was passed. 

 

Beth said Mark is also on the school board. She asked about who won the school board 

election. Eric said there were only two people running and both were re-elected. Beth said 

she assumes Mark is still committed to serving on the school board. 

 

Margo asked if it is possible to share Mark's reasons for resigning. Eric said he changed jobs 

and has a schedule conflict with his new hours. 

12. Discuss and Review Selectboard Priorities (continued) 

Brian and the board reviewed the previously developed list of board priorities. 

 

Establish a child protection policy. Brian said this was initially for recreation and that has 

been completed, but it is probably worth extending it out to the whole town, not just 

recreation, in case other groups are ever working with children. 

 

Scribner Bridge restoration and maintenance. That work is planned for this summer. Brian 

said we had exterminators deal with powder post beetles on the bridge and we will probably 

need that again. 

 

Update safety policies and manual. Brian thinks with Hugh here it will be a good opportunity 

to work on this. 

 

Gravel pit. Brian said it is time to make a decision on this. Eben asked if the possible new pit 

area is next to the existing pit. Brian said yes, that is what the town is considering. Eben 

asked if the landowner has been contacted recently. Brian said not since fall. Eben suggested 

updating the landowner. Brian said he can contact him. 
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Emerald ash borer preparation and response. Brian said we will be working on that this 

summer. 

 

Transfer station agreement. Brian said this is up for renewal in 2023. Nat said this and the 

compost facility are two different things on the list related to the solid waste district. We also 

need to post for the solid waste board opening. He is not sure if we ever renewed our 

agreement with the solid waste district. Brian said he will talk to Susan Alexander to check 

on that. Nat said in two years we take ownership of the compost facility building. 

 

Revolving loan fund committee. Brian said we want to staff this committee before the town 

wants to borrow money for itself. For the most part the review committee just does initial 

review. If we had a lot of activity we would really want to have a review committee to filter 

applications before they get to the selectboard but so far the selectboard has done initial 

review as well as making the final decision. But we should have another body review the 

application before we borrow for ourselves. 

 

Eric asked how much we have loaned out and how much we have committed to loan out 

Brian said with the loan made to the Tatros we are in pretty good shape. He will have a better 

idea after he does the annual report. Eric explained that the money in the loan fund came 

from a grant provided to Sterling Market. When the loan was paid off the money came to the 

town but there are strings attached. We have to continually loan it out for business 

improvements in the community 

 

GIS mapping and update grant opportunity. Brian said there is a grant available to provide 

GIS updates to towns in Vermont. We will apply for this grant and we should eventually get 

funding, if not this year then next year. 

 

Holcomb House maintenance plan. Brian said we are getting paid back from the Historical 

Society for our prior contributions. We have had some discussion about whether we should 

turn the whole house over to the Historical Society or make updates to the apartments. The 

Historical Society would like to use the second floor apartment in front for future expansion 

and storage. 

 

Law Enforcement Study Committee. This is in progress. 

 

Establish policy for properties acquired at tax sale. We have not done anything on this. Brian 

said last year we had interest in a mobile home that was being sold at tax sale but the 

interested parties were not interested in participating in the formal process for acquiring it 

and we almost had to let it go for considerably less than it was worth. We got offers but we 

said it had to go to auction and no one showed up at the auction. We didn't acquire any 

properties at tax sale this year 

 

MOU regarding town and village office staff. Brian said he is pretty sure this is done. We 

sent our copy and he believes the village agreed to it. 

 



Selectboard Meeting Minutes                                                                                                                            p. 7 

March 3, 2021 

 

Water access on Legion Field. Brian said as it stands, we are trying to prove that there is 

nothing that would prevent us from getting water service at Legion Field but the village 

needs to be convinced that there is nothing in the way. 

 

Next steps regarding school merger. Eric said when Covid hit we hadn't yet had the meeting 

on whether to pull out from the unified district. Preference was to have it in a traditional town 

meeting setting. The board will have to look at whether to send it out as a ballot item but he 

wouldn't like it that way.  

 

Labor relations. Negotiations are ongoing. 

 

Jewett property development. Brian said work on this was slow this year due to Covid. He is 

getting revised numbers based on developing less of the property than we had originally 

planned to bring the local match down to a more manageable number. We can use in-kind 

contributions for our local match but we have to have cash on hand to meet the obligation if 

they do not accept our in-kind contribution. 

 

Compost facility. We take ownership of it in 2023. 

 

Social justice workshops. This is ongoing. Nat said the Racial Justice Committee had some 

recommendations that the board should follow up on 

 

Cold storage building maintenance. Brian said we made some progress on this and more is 

needed. He explained to Eben and Beth which building is the cold storage building. A 

raccoon got into it and some repairs were made but there are still maintenance needs in the 

building. 

 

Nat said after the village election he would like to have a joint meeting with the trustees to 

talk about jointly owned properties. He doesn't want the cold storage building to become a 

problem like the village garage. 

 

Stormwater master plan. Brian said this is another topic for a joint meeting. 

 

Encourage private businesses to promote recreation assets. Brian said we have done some but 

there is more that we can do. We have had some limited success with Lamoille Valley Bike 

Tours. 

 

Graffiti removal from the Powerhouse Bridge. Brian said the abutments are difficult to clean. 

 

Rail trail maintenance. Brian said he is getting a quote from a private individual to compare 

with the cost of the town doing mowing. We mowed twice a year and we get frequent 

requests to mow more often 

 

Committee planning and goals. Brian said he thinks the board mostly had in mind the 

Planning Commission, but also similar assistance for other committees. 
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Community business mailing budget. Brian said we have done a couple of community 

mailings. We were thinking of sending out the merger study as its own document, not 

included in the town report. We are not currently budgeting for that kind of mailing. Eric said 

we should consider whether this item is still needed. 

 

Library flood preparation. Brian said this is ongoing. The library wants to meet with us to ask 

some questions. 

 

Broadband access townwide. Brian said we have made some progress. We have 

representation on the CUD. We had Peter Welch here and he thinks some CUD members just 

attended a meeting at the state house. 

 

Talc property mountain bike trails. Brian said Lisa Crews’ availability might be increasing 

and trails are one thing she could devote more time to. We would not be increasing her time 

over her budgeted hours. It is just that her availability for the last month or two has been low 

due to child care limitations. We had reduced her duties. She will still be well below her 

budgeted hours. Eric said we will have to loop in the village on this. 

 

Mill house subdivision. Brian said he would have to review where the town and village stand 

on this. 

 

Questionnaire for non-profit appropriations. Brian said we had thought maybe we could 

improve the reporting our nonprofit groups give us for the town meeting report. We didn't act 

on it this year. 

 

Redesigning Lendway Lane/Railroad Street/ Old Mill Park intersection. Brian said he has 

had some conversations about this. 

 

Legion Field master plan. No movement on this 

 

Special events ordinance. No movement on this 

 

Merger study. At this point we are waiting for the village. 

 

Manchester and Parker and Stearns properties. Brian said there has been some success with 

the Manchester property. We will help when we can. 

 

Mike said he doesn't understand why the River Conservancy wants to spend money on the 

piece of Manchester property that will probably stay in the landowner's hands anyway. Brian 

said they want to can see it permanently conserved, in public hands, not with private 

landowners. Having a park there should increase the value of the land around it. Nat said it is 

valuable for people to have access to the river. It is a nice thing that makes the community 

more livable and pleasant. 

 

Speed limit ordinance. Brian said he has made some progress but he has to finish it up. 
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Regular public updates from Brian. Brian said this is something he wants to work on. During 

weeks when we don't have a selectboard meeting he usually sends an update to the board 

with outlines of what he is working on. He would like to start making those public, he just 

needs to improve them a little. 

 

Class 4 road policy. We have had some movement on this. We need some reconciliation 

between what the Planning Commission put forward and the priorities of the selectboard. We 

need to come to agreement about what to do going forward. Eric said we got some 

information from LCPC about hydrologically connected road segments. 

 

Logging on the Tatro property. No movement on this. 

 

Social media policy. The board passed a policy 

 

Town sewer district. We are interested in having the Planning Commission look at this but 

they haven't yet. 

 

Code of conduct for selectboard. Eric said he thought we decided not to develop this. Brian 

agreed. He thinks the board concluded that the social media policy and conflict of interest 

policy took care of issues sufficiently. 

 

Town clerk succession plan. Brian said we have done very little on this. Having Susan as 

assistant town clerk is a little better than the previous situation because Jan was going to 

retire around the same time as Rosemary or earlier. We need to decide if future town clerks 

will be elected or appointed. Brian thinks we should hire and appoint a town clerk rather than 

elect one in order to have the same level of service we have gotten from Rosemary. 

 

New cemetery across from Parker and Stearns. There is a cemetery with unmarked graves 

across the road from Parker and Stearns. Because of that homeowners in the area have 

restrictions on digging without going through the town. 

 

TAC planning Route 15 east of village. Brian said he thinks paving will be done there this 

year or next. 

 

Assistance to Jenna’s Promise. We have done this. 

 

Stop sign ordinance. Brian said this is coming along with the speed limit ordinance. 

 

Clock tower planning. Brian said he has a few requests out for repairs. It is not going well 

trying to find people to inspect and repair it. 

 

Sinclair Road 3-rod designation. Brian said it is possible Sinclair Road might be a 5-rod road 

rather than a 3-rod road. We don't have good documentation on this. Nat said we can declare 

it a 3-rod road. Brian said he doesn't know if the state is involved with the right of way if it 

possibly used to be a state highway. Mike said we need to find a way to change it to a 3-rod 
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road. If it were 5-rods the right of way would go into people's living rooms. Brian and Eric 

said it may have been a state highway in the past. 

 

Medical center in Johnson. Brian said this fell apart with CHSLV. We are still interested in 

finding new partners. 

 

Fishing access Holmes Meadow. This is been completed 

 

Clay Hill pedestrian path. No movement on this. 

 

Standing water on town roads in the village. Brian said there are spots on Railroad Street and 

Pearl Street that get standing water. This is addressed a little in the stormwater master plan. 

We took some grades in those areas. When the state paves we hope we can get assistance on 

dealing with the standing water in their right of way. But there is still work for us to do on 

this. 

 

Street naming ordinance. Brian said we have a policy but not an ordinance. There has been 

some interest in making an ordinance. It doesn't come up that often. 

 

Makeover for municipal building entryway. Brian said if anything progress on this has 

moved backwards since Covid. We still have to get rid of the cow sculpture. 

 

Branding of Johnson. Brian said there is not been a whole lot of movement on this 

 

New website. We got some proposals for this. There was interest in pursuing it. Brian is 

hoping we will continue to make progress there. 

 

Green Mountain Byways delegate. Brian said we gave this to Johnson Works and they are 

providing a delegate. 

 

VASA/ATV ordinance review. Brian said this relates to the vote we just held. Eric said if we 

open up permanent access to ATVs in the village we will definitely have to change our 

ordinance and that would be an opportunity to review the whole ordinance. 

 

Brian said we give the ATV club permission to remove ATV speed limit signs from our 

poles to lower speed limits. Ken Tourangeau said for this year maybe the board should 

consider how to approach that. It was never really explained to him. Brian said we will get 

into that at a future meeting. 

 

Relationship with NVU. This is ongoing. Brian said he was able to testify at a recent hearing 

on the state college system. 

 

Ice jam/flood study. Eric said today we met with engineers from Krell. They got a grant to do 

a study. They did a site visit and are expecting to have a report back to us in the spring. 

 

Evergreen Ledge ownership. Brian said he thinks this is as settled as it is going to be. 
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False alarm ordinance. Brian said Sheriff Marcoux asked us to consider adopting a false 

alarm ordinance, imposing a penalty for a false alarm. It would be helpful to him. 

 

Big picture vision of Tatro property. Beth said she recalls that there is a pretty comprehensive 

report about this that was done 10 or 15 years ago. Brian said there is. We have diverged 

from it. We have to adapt what we are actually doing to our prior plan and consider how we 

feel about changes we have made and whether we should reevaluate current uses. Beth said if 

there is anything related to that report that was voted on, we should be careful. Brian said he 

doesn't think anything has been voted on other than purchasing the property in the first place. 

 

Bridge between Old Mill Park and the skate park. Brian said there was a bridge between the 

two some time ago. We would like to see a foot bridge back but it is expensive. The part of 

our property across from the skate park might be a good fit for this. It doesn't see a lot of use 

and this might be a good use for it. We have discussed a couple of times the possibility of 

turning it into a dog park but pedestrian access is poor so it is not great for use as a dog park. 

 

Travis Hill water line. Brian said we brought back the ice rink in that area and there have 

been no further problems so he thinks this one is more or less solved. 

 

Eric said a couple of things he knows will use a large amount of time are labor relations 

negotiations and merger discussion, if the voters of the village approve that. He asked if there 

is anything anyone thinks should be added to the priority list. 

 

Beth asked about how we align our priorities with other big community initiatives such as 

those relating to NVU and the CUD. Eric said we prioritized everything on this list by 

importance and urgency. Nat said he doesn't understand the question. The urgent / important 

lines are subjective based on priorities of the community and the board. 

 

Rob Rodriguez said if the board ever entertains the idea of a bridge between Old Mill Park 

and the skate park, the snowmobile club would love to be included. They would love to have 

a bridge that could hold their groomer. They have access on both sides and some ability to 

get grant funding. 

 

Beth asked when the board will do a deep dive into these items. Eric said it will be in a work 

session meeting. We tend to have work session meetings on the first Monday of the month. 

13. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:18. 

 

 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Donna Griffiths  


