
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
11 February 2021 

VIA ZOOM 
 

Present: Lois Frey, Noel Dodge, Jared Jasinski, Dean Locke, Carrie Watson, Denise Ashman at 
6:45 PM, and Jackie Stanton at 6:52 PM. Absent: Sue Lovering (unable to maintain ZOOM 
access from Dennis, MA) 
 
Lois Frey called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM. There were no additions to the agenda. 
 
It was moved, seconded and approved to accept the 14 January 2021 minutes as printed. 
 
COMMUNITY VALUES PROJECT 
Discussion about the on-line Community Values meeting on January 27, 2021, where 
participants worked in small groups to record their values on a whiteboard map generated 
several comments that will be shared with Jens Hilke, the Facilitator from VT Fish and Wildlife. 
There were thirty-three people on-line, most of whom were able to manage the procedure. The 
data will be mapped by Jens and compiled with the other results obtained through the paper 
map and the asynchronous version (in process at this time.)  
As planned the asynchronous version with a link to another copy of the same whiteboard and   
including a video with instructions was made available via Front Porch Forum, JCC Facebook, 
the town webpage, and direct mailing.  Those who missed the 1.27.2021 event could go on-line 
to offer user's ideas in the days after the live version until February 13, 2021. Noel has been 
checking on that data and will coordinate with Jens. 
Finally, a large map of Johnson was hung by the outdoor kiosk at the Municipal Building with 
markers and instructions for folks who prefer paper over computers. With thanks to the Village 
road crew for plowing a path to the site, that community values map will be available through 
March 2, 2021 unless the weather creates a problem. Jared plans to put his thoughts on the 
outdoor map and let Lois know if there are any problems. Will the markers freeze at 4 degrees 
below zero?   
As this was only the second on-line attempt by VT Fish & Wildlife to do this mapping, it was 
deemed an okay exercise, where just a few tweaks might make it better.   
 
GOMO TOWN FOREST FOLLOW-UP 
Lois reported she has heard from Emily Potter, who has been reviewing the JCC’s Gomo Town 
Forest notebook. Emily believes the quality of the timber on the property might not be good 
enough to warrant a timber sale, but that improvement cutting (for firewood for example) 
would be beneficial. She plans to visit to the site to further familiarize herself with the property. 
Jared suggested that if any cutting is done the chips should be returned to the forest floor to 
help improve the soil after many years of harvesting.  Lois plans to continue to check in with 
Emily with reminders that we are looking for assistance as noted previously. 
 



 

 

Lois reported that she had been contacted by Keegan Tierney, Director of Field Programs with 
the Green Mountain Club. He is looking to meet with the Conservation Commission. Because of 
COVID-19 the Club saw large increases in trail use around the state.  In some locations these 
increases overwhelmed the facilities. This included parking areas and was the case for the 
state-owned parking area on the Waterville side of Codding Hollow Road.  Keegan with 
colleagues from FPR, Brad Greenough and Walter Opuszynski met with some concerned 
neighbors, had a productive conversation and agreed it might be a good idea to post signage 
alerting people that there is additional parking a bit further up the road on the Johnson-owned 
Gomo Town Forest property.  New to their positions, they want to make a connection with the 
Conservation Commission.   He may also bring his colleague at the GMC, Mollie Flannigan who 
is the Conservation Manager.  Lois suggested the March 11th meeting which has not been 
confirmed yet. Until then you may want to give some thought to how we may work with the 
Green Mountain Club in the future. 
 
BEARD RECREATION PARK TRAIL 
Lois reviewed the actions to date in the bid process for the Americans with Disabilities Act 
accessible trail at Beard Recreation Park.  In September she prepared a bid specification sheet 
which was approved by Brian Story on December 15, 2020.  It was then sent by Brian to a trade 
publication and he put it on the town’s webpage.  Lois sent it to Front Porch Forum and a 
recommended trail builder.  Sue Lovering put it in her column. The deadline for bids was 
January 25, 2021.  Twelve requests for plans or more information were received, which Lois 
responded to and offered to meet each at the park site.  Six contractors visited the site. Four 
bids were received by the January 25, 2021 deadline. The four proposals were sent to 
Commissioners to review and to make a decision at this meeting. Bids were received from Cut 
Right Concrete & Demolition, Inc., Peters General Contracting, Inc., King’s Trucking and 
Excavating, and Hermit Woods Trailbuilders, LLC.  Following discussion, a decision was made 
based on the thoroughness of their proposal, the known trail building experience of the 
company, and the $7,400 bid.  On a motion by Jackie, seconded by Jared: It was moved, 
seconded and approved to ask the Selectboard to award a contract to build an ADA accessible 
trail at Beard Recreation Park to Hermit Woods Trailbuilders, LLC. based on their bid. 
With thanks to all for an excellent discussion, Lois will attend the Selectboard meeting on 
Monday, February 15, 2021 to speak for the proposal. 
 
A note from the January meeting, Sue Lovering has located a 17- inch laminator, which Lois will 
ask Rosemary to order.   
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM. 
 
The next Conservation Commission meeting will be on Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 6:30 PM via 
zoom. 
 
Submitted by Lois Frey, Secretary pro temps 


