
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 12, 2020 

 
Present: Lois Frey, Noel Dodge, Sue Lovering, Jared Jasinski, Jackie Stanton 
Absent: Carrie Watson, Denise Krause, Dean Locke   Resigned: Eric Nuse 
 
The October minutes were approved. 
Noel added a discussion about property that has been sold. 
 
PROPERTY SOLD 
 The property at the corner of Clay Hill and Ben Ober Rd has been sold and is being built upon. 
We had met with Mark Woodward last year regarding this land; he wanted to have it 
conserved. To our knowledge, he didn’t take the idea any further. 
 
COUNTY FORESTER 
  Emily Potter can’t meet with us in person or at our regular meeting time, so suggested she 
could attend a zoom meeting from 4-5:30. We agreed to hold our next meeting at 4:00 and will 
invite her to join us.  
  Discussion points we’ll have with her about assisting the CC: 

 Jared suggested we think about the forest’s future in terms of climate change and 
consider seeding different trees that could handle the upcoming changes.  

 Noel thinks a timber harvest can be pursued, which would create some patch cuts for 
new tree generation. 

 Lois added updating the Gomo management plan and adding the idea of starting new 
types of trees. 

 Lois also wonders what Emily can suggest for practical ideas of what the community 
can accomplish in order to make it a better place for the community. 

 Sue added an invasives inventory and creation of a plan for eradication. 
 Lois would like to map the smaller water systems on Gomo. These can be seen on the 

ANR Atlas. 

 Sue proposed a forest-reading walk through Gomo that looks at the history of the land 
through tree growth. 

 Lois suggested Emily’s input on potential grants that may be available to establish the 
LANDS students’ idea of a trail connecting the Long Trail to the Gomo trails. It would 
form a 5 mile loop. 

 Ask Emily to give advice regarding apple tree release at Gomo. 
 

  Noel explained the lidar image of Gomo on the ANR Atlas, which made understanding water 
sources there a walk in the park. Interestingly, the farmhouse cellar hole shows up clearly. 
 
GOMO UPDATE 
  Noel reported that there’s some ATV-caused erosion on the road where we dropped trees a 
few years ago. Lois will call the ATV club to ask them to fix it. 
 
KIOSKS 
  Dean installed the bulletin board on the Prindle kiosk and Lois hung an EAB poster and a 
‘control your dog’ warning. She reports that it looks great.  



 

 

  It was agreed to put the Gomo kiosk on the road at the top of the hill where the ground 
flattens out. 
 
RAILING AT JOURNEY’S END 
  Dean will be adding a railing on the bridge. There’s no update from him. 
 
BEARD’S RECREATION 
  There’s no update about the trail project. 
 
FUNDRAISING 
  Again, no update. 
 
ORANGE UP 
  Jackie suggested doing Orange Up Day, beginning next year. We agreed that the CC should 
take a supportive role but not a leadership one, as it doesn’t quite fit our mission and we 
already have projects lined up. 
 
BAT HOUSES 
  Noel says we should inspect the bat houses and clear out wasp nests before April. Jared 
offered to carry the ladder if Noel would clean, so they’ll meet at 9:00 on Tuesday, December 1, 
beginning at Beard’s Recreation Park to get it done.  
 
BEE ACTIVITY 
  Jared would like to track bee activity at the Gomo fields with cameras. Lois proposed that he 
look into grants that are available for such projects. Noel thought the Xerces Society might 
help. 
 
MISC: 

 We need to recruit 2 new members if Carrie steps down. 
 Somebody apparently took the ‘Keep dogs on leash’ sign at Journey’s End. 
 Jared has hundreds of pawpaw seeds and is willing to start some in one of our forests. 

Pawpaw is a native understory tree that used to be quite common until deforestation 
wiped them out. 

 He’s also interested in starting red cedar, which is not native. Noel suggested 
contacting Bob Popp, state biologist, about possible hazards of introducing 2 new 
species. 

 Lydia Menendez has left the Vermont River Conservancy. We need another contact. 
 An affordable but way classy infinity pool would be a stock tank in the front yard, seen 

at just the right angle. Thank you, Noel, for the image! 

 Zoom meetings are the worst. No cookies. Worse than that, there’ll be no Christmas 
potluck this year. To make things even worse, Lois described the pumpkin pudding she 
made that she would’ve shared if we’d met in person. Thank you very much, covid. 
Just how much suffering are we to do? 

 
Adjourned at 7:50. 
Next meeting is on Thursday, December 10, at 4:00. Emily Potter has confirmed that she will 
attend. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary. 


