
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 9, 2020 
 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Eric Nuse, Denise Ashman, Carrie Watson, Jared 
Jasinski, Jackie Stanton 
Absent: Dean Locke 
 
The March minutes were approved. 
 
BUDGET 
  As of July 1, our balance was 3495.54. The financial future is uncertain but we should be 
alright, as Brian Story has agreed that the Selectboard will hold any amount of that we commit 
to the trail project. $1000 has been committed to next year’ treatment of invasives at Journey’s 
End and Beard’s by Redstart Environmental. 
 
BEARD’S RECREATION TRAIL 
    The Selectboard approved the Conservation Commission’s pursuing funding for the trail and 
committed $500 in-kind payment from the town. It took 2.5 months to get onto their agenda. 
We don’t know if it can happen this year or next. 
  Vermont River Conservancy’s Lydia Menendez can’t apply for grants until fall. Noah Pollack 
suggested a recreation grant, but that would entail a $2400. archaeology study. Lois has found 
an anonymous donor who will donate $5000. 
  A motion was made and unanimously approved to commit $2000 to complete the handicapped 
accessible trail at Beard’s Recreation. Any money we can raise toward the project will free up 
funds for other things. 
  Lois will send out an RFP for bids at a $6800 cost. 
 
FUNDRAISING 
  Dean was to look into the value of the Audubon prints but there is no update. We could sell 
those and put that money toward Beard’s. 
  Sue suggested a Go Fund Me account, appealing to handicapped and senior use. 
  It was decided to get bids for the trail, then do a fundraiser. 
 
KOISK 
  Brian Raulinaitis and Phil Yuris haven’t followed up on building it, so Jared will follow up with 
Phil. 
  It was decided to do Gomo only, waiting on Prindle for another year. 
 
TOWN FOREST BOUNDARY MARKING 
  We’ll finish it in late October or early November, after the leaves are down. Hopefully it will be 
possible to get into the Municipal Building by then to research any information the town may 
have on boundaries. 
 
McCUIN ISLAND 
  State plant expert Bob Popp hasn’t been there yet. Thank COVID for that, too. Noel will follow 
up with him to schedule. 
 



 

 

COMMUNITY VALUES PROJECT 
  Jens Hilke has a plan to do virtual surveying, since we can’t meet with schools, etc. He’ll do a 
trial run in Guilford, then keep us in the loop as to the final method. He will still collect all the 
information gathered and produce a map for us. Stay tuned.  
  Eric will follow up on this; the non-techies will not take the lead. (That would be Lois and Sue) 
 
ZOOM MEETINGS 
  Carrie offered to set up zoom so we can meet in the cold weather and to be the emcee. 
Thanks, Carrie! She’ll look into it for August. 
 
TO-DO LIST 

 Dean will establish value of the Audubon prints 
 Lois will send out RFPs for Beard’s trail 
 Eric will let Jens know we’re interested in pursuing virtual values surveying 
 Jared will talk to Phil Yuris about the kiosk 
 Noel will contact Bob Popp 

 
 MISC:  

 Noel suggested closing Beard’s wheelchair access in November for safety’s sake. 
 The notebooks at Beard’s and Journey’s End are being used regularly, sometimes 

inappropriately.  

 The knotweed at Journey’s End is looking good, aka, it looks lousy. Redstart came 
through beautifully! 

 Coronavirus may have changed a lot of things but Lois’ cookies are just as great as 
ever. 


