
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 13, 2020 

 
 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Dean Locke, Carrie Watson, Denise Ashman, 
Jared Jasinski 
Absent: Eric Nuse, Jackie Stanton 
Guests: Kelly Vandorn, Jacob Vandorn 
 
Added to the agenda: AVCC webinair  by Dean, schedule for chip-shoveling and apple tree 
release by Sue 
 
The February minutes were approved 
 
TRAIL AT BEARD’S RECREATION 
  Sam Blakely, from Hermit Woods Trailbuilders, did a site visit and designed a much larger trail 
than was originally planned. A 6’ wide handicapped accessible walk will run down the hill at the 
parking area, across the grass, and in through the trees, making a loop that will overlook the 
water. A concern about tree damage was voiced; we will make tree safety a priority. The price 
tag is larger than expected, too, at $6850. A motion to pursue a handicapped accessible trail at 
Beard’s Recreation, with certain requirements attached, was passed unanimously; Los will take 
it to the Selectboard. 
 
GOMO KIOSK 
  Brian Raulinaitis says Phil Yuris might want to do the kiosk. Los will keep after that one. 
 
GOMO BOUNDARIES 
  Noel, Dean, and Denise snowshoed out to flag about a third of the Gomo boundary on a lovely 
sunny Sunday. They found very few blazes and Noel suggests we ought to get a survey map; 
Dean will follow up on that. There may be rock walls and wire that didn’t show underneath the 
snow. We need to paint what has been flagged when the weather is warm, and we should 
finish the remaining boundary before leafout. Apple tree release is also on the Gomo list, so we 
will split up into teams on Sunday, April 26 to finish the boundary marking and cutting. 
Saturday, April 25 will be an alternate date. 
 
EXTRACTIGATOR 
 No consensus was reached on splitting the cost of a honeysuckle-popping extractigator with 
the Tree Board. It was agreed that the most productive way to kill bush honeysuckle is to cut it 
and immediately paint the stump with off-the-shelf Roundup. 
 
BUDGET 
  Our balance is 4,897.99.  The Conservation Reserve Fund has $3250. 
 
MARCH GLADNESS UPDATES 
  Closures due to the Corona virus are rampant and folks are more worried as time goes on, so 
the decision was made to postpone the remaining March Gladness talks till further notice. The 



 

 

library will be closed. We might even have Noel’s bat talk outdoors on a summer evening; it’d 
be cool to have bats attend. 
 Lois will contact Dave Brown to postpone the canoeing talk. 
 
McCUIN ISLAND 
  There’s no news. 
 
CRF FUNDRAISING 
  Dean will follow up with Lois to look at the pictures for evaluation. 
 
JOURNEY’S END 
  On Saturday, May 9, we’ll meet at Journey’s End to spread woodchips on the trail. We’ll need 
wheelbarrows and shovels. Tarps would also be helpful. Jared will ask Scott Lechter for 
permission to dump some chips along the boundary on his land. If he gives it, Sue will ask Troy 
Dolan to dump chips there and at the parking lot. We’ll make a point to spread all that’s 
dumped on the roadside that same day, the 9th. They will most likely be dumped on Friday, the 
8th. 
  
 
MISC: 

• We must remind the road crew to stay out of Beard’s wet area while mowing this year. 
• We had the tool-buying discussion. Again. 
• The Lamoille County Conservation District will hold a ‘friendraiser’ event with 

informational tables, raffles, music, and food on Sunday, May 17, from 11-4:00. Lois and 
Sue plan to do a table for the CC and the Johnson Arboretum. Everybody’s welcome. 

 
TO DO LIST 

• Dean will ask about a survey map for Gomo. 
• Jared will ask Scott Letcher about woodchip placement. 
• Sue will organize Troy Dolan around woodchip delivery. 

 
Adjourned at 8:30. The next meeting is on indefinite hold due to the Coronavirus lockdown until 
public gatherings are allowed. 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


