
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 16, 2018 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Denise Krause, Noel Dodge, Jackie Stanton 

Absent: Eric Nuse, Hillary Emick, Dean Locke, Laura Branca 

Guests: Kelly and Jacob Vandorn 

 

The July minutes were approved. 

It was agreed that we’ll meet on the third Tuesday of the month, as we used to do, 

beginning in October. 

BAT HOUSES 

  They’re all done, hung, and awaiting tenants. It’s not expected that bats will find them 

right away, and then will inhabit them in summer only. Since our local bats don’t have 

Stowe style, we didn’t do interior decorating of the houses. We did, however, have lots 

of fun with this project. 

TUESDAY NIGHT LIVE 

  For the 21st, Hillary has arranged for Americorps to provide a watershed model and do 

a presentation. The following week, which is the last of the season, Noel will borrow a 

fur-bearing animal display and do a talk.  

 Dean has put together a terrific display of bears, which he may be able to use for a 

March Gladness talk next spring. 

JOURNEY’S END NATURE TRAIL 

  Jackie and Denise volunteered to help Sue walk and list wildflowers and trees on the 

Journey’s End trail. They’ll plan to mark them in the spring. 

  Jackie mentioned that one of the kiosks on a Hardwick trail has a bird survey and 

plant list; we thought that sounded like a great idea for our project, too. 

KIOSKS 

  We’ll eventually build kiosks for Gomo, Beard’s Recreation, and Prindle, beginning with 

Beard’s.  

 On Sunday, September 23, we’ll meet on site at 8:30 a.m. and build and install one 

kiosk. We have Timberocks and Kelly and Jacob offered a pile of shingles for the roof. 

Sue will check out the availability of strapping at Heath. We need a few 2x4s. 



 

 

WORK AT GOMO 

  Dave Lamell will brush hog at the beginning of September. At 9:00, we’ll meet there 

on Sunday, August 26, with equipment to clear any downed trees or rocks that might 

inhibit his progress. 

  We’ll plan to do apple tree release in the fall. 

McCUIN ISLAND 

  There’s a campsite on the island that doesn’t have our approval; turns out the deed to 

the island, drawn up by the River Conservancy, contains details about camping that we 

were not made aware of. Lois has had conversation with Doug Molde and Lydia 

Menendez about it. We’ll invite Noah Pollack to the next meeting so we can try to find a 

location that will do the least amount of damage. 

  Since the island is fragile and has rare species, Noel suggested that Eric Sorenson, a 

state wildlife biologist, should visit it and determine the least destructive place to put a 

tent platform and toilet. Noel will contact him and ask for him to visit, and if we can 

accompany him. 

ROW RESILIENCY 

  Joanne Garton and her team have finished surveying the areas she wanted to do here, 

which is half of Johnson’s back roads. Her team will compare data with that of other 

towns to result in recommendations for erosion and runoff control, saving views, road 

maintenance, etc.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

MISC: 

 Bats don’t breed till they’re five years old, and then have one pup. 

 Sadly, no one besides Lois and Bob have made a donation to the Conservation 

Reserve Fund. It is tax deductible. 

 Fish are stressed because they have to head for the hills to find cold water in 

this droughty summer. Birds are stressed because there are no fish to eat in 

warm water. Canoeists are stressed because there’s such low water in the 

Lamoille. We’re all stressed because it doesn’t rain. 

 And because Dean didn’t show up with baked goods.  

 But there was ice cream; thanks, Lois! 

Adjourned at 8:30 

Next meeting will be on Tuesday, September 11, 2018, at 6:45. Please note the new 

time. 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary  


