
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 9, 2018 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Laura Branca, Deane Locke, Louise von Weise, 

Ann Marie Bahr 

Absent: Eric Nuse, Denise Ashman Krause 

 

The December minutes were approved. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

  Ann Marie reports that our balance is 4489.71, which includes our reserve fund and the Bat 

House Grant funds. The question arose that Brian Raulinaitis may not have been paid; Sue will 

look into it. 

 

CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND 

   There was no discussion. 

 

NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY 

  It can be found on the town’s webpage, though it’s buried near the bottom of the News 

section. Our Facebook page tends to bury things, too, over time. We discussed having our own 

webpage or a Googledocs platform so we can make information available more easily and put 

up pictures. We finally went with Noel’s suggestion of expanding the CC’s page on the town 

website, since it comes up when one searches for Johnson Conservation Commission. We’ll 

find out if we can get the authority to post photos and more written material on that. 

 

MARCH GLADNESS 

  The subject matter is all set. Eric would like to change the date on his talk, which will be 

decided at a later date. So maybe it’s not all set. 

 

ENERGY, SOLAR/WIND SITING AND THE TOWN PLAN 

  This was an addition to the agenda and most of the evening’s discussion centered on it. 

  Noel, Lois, Sue and Laura met with the Planning Commission and LCPC’s Meghan Rodier to 

work on adding local restraints around siting new renewable energy projects to the Town 

Plan. This is important for strengthening our position if we should ever have to fight such 

development legally. Maps were studied and environmental issues were considered. We 

agreed that we would bring the question to this CC meeting to accrue a list for the Planning 

Commission. They intend to have a draft document ready for July 1, 2018. 

  There was discussion between Eric and Meghan in December regarding Eric’s 

recommendations around buffer zones and sensitive areas, wildlife crossings, and protection 

of the endangered Bicknell’s Thrush. 



 

 

 Noel has finessed what we’ve decided, come up with the finished product and has sent it 

out. Give that man a maple creemie! (Not a cigar.) 

  The following document is his work: 

 

“JCC - thoughts on preferred and unsuitable sites/ local constraints for the energy maps created by 

LCPC in support of the Planning Commission’s role in updating the Energy section of the Town 

plan. 

 -Compiled from notes following our January 1, 2018 meeting. 

 

First and foremost, the Johnson Conservation Commission (JCC) prefers any new energy development be 

planned for existing infrastructure, utilizing existing buildings would make residential and commercial 

solar the most attractive by minimizing impacts to natural resources. Conversely, any energy development 

which, as part of project infrastructure or associated impacts, requires forest clearing would have the least 

support from the JCC.  

JCC members expressed concern regarding multiple aspects of the energy siting process primarily 

regarding how natural resources such as wetlands, soils, and vegetation are evaluated and protected. 

Recognizing that many of these resources are afforded different levels of protection at a state level, we 

would like to take the opportunity to expand upon some of those protections to better protect those 

resources vital to the community of Johnson. Outlined below are the general themes the JCC would like 

the Planning Commission to evaluate as part of updating the Energy section of the town plan as well as 

specific ideas for protections. 

 Future commercial scale public structures be designed to accommodate rooftop solar wherever 

possible, or justify why not.  

 Residential (and commercial) rooftop solar is preferred over ground mounted systems. 

 Commercial grade solar project proposals shall give a full life cycle greenhouse gas analysis to 

prove that the project is at least carbon neutral.   

 Larger scale proposed projects (150kW and up) be required to present project plans at no less 

than three warned public meetings with full disclosure of proposed impacts to viewshed, 

aesthetics, and natural resources, (at a minimum), prior to a submission of a 45-day notice to the 

Public Utility Commission. 

 The developer should first present to the JCC and the Planning Commission prior to 45-day 

public notice period. 

 Fencing surrounding solar arrays should be avoided wherever possible due to their impediment to 

wildlife movement. Alternatives are available on the market to meet National Electric code 

requirements and should be investigated. 

 Ground cover beneath ground mounted solar arrays should be required to be pollinator friendly 

using native seed mixes to minimize mowing between array panels
1
. 

 Contiguous class II wetlands (as defined by the Vermont Department of Environmental 

Conservation
2
), are vital habitats for a wide variety of plants and animals. The state wetland rules 

protect these wetlands with a 50-foot buffer in which no development is allowed without a permit 

and fee for impacts, and are therefore protected from most types of development. The JCC would 

like to extend the protective buffer of certain sizes of wetlands to be 100-feet from the wetland 

boundary. Specifically, contiguous wetlands and wetland complexes of 5 acres or more which 

                                                           
1 http://eanvt.org/regulatory-reform/pollinator-friendly-solar-initiative/ 
2
 http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/jurisdictional/rules 



 

 

generally contain beaver lodges, ponds, and associated wet meadows, but which may not have 

these features. 

 The western portion of town has large forested blocks identified by Vermont Fish and Wildlife’s Vermont 

Conservation Design
3
 analysis. These areas represent both Highest Priority connectivity and Highest 

Priority Interior Forest blocks. The integrity and function of these forest blocks should not be 

compromised by any energy development or associated infrastructure.”  

   

   

 

MISC 

 Signage and Trail Talk discussions were tabled until the next meeting, due to time 

running out. 

 Sue promises to take the crock pot out and shoot it, so you’ll never see it again. 

 Check out beethechangehoney.com to see how they’ve turned lemons into lemonade 

with pollinator plants and beehives in solar fields. Pretty cool! 

 

 

 

Adjourned at 8:45. 

The next meeting is on February 13, 2018, at the Library at 6:30. 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary. 
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 http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/conserve/conservation_planning/vermont_conservation_design 


