
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 10, 2017 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Noel Dodge, Ann Marie Bahr, Deane Locke 

Absent: Denise Ashman Krause, Laura Branca, Louise von Weise, Eric Nuse 

 

The September minutes were approved. 

A discussion of the proposed solar project on Rt. 100C was added to the agenda by Noel. 

 

BUDGET 

  A short discussion of future projects resulted in a motion passed to request $1500 from the 

town again for the 2017/2018 budget. 

 

JOURNEY’S END BRIDGE 

  Builder Brian is busy and the bridge is behind schedule. Noel says “Let’s do it ourselves” and 

we all jumped on it. We’re ready to see this bridge become a reality! We have the timbers 

and hardware, so we will pick a day that we can do it and ask Brian and his crew if they can 

help on that day. Noel will get back to us about the possibility of scheduling Friday, the 20th 

or Saturday the 21st. All are agreed that the project won’t take much more than a day. 

 

BAT HOUSE PROJECT 

  Noel, Dean, Eric, Sue and Lois joined Phil and Meghan Wilson at their house on October 7 to 

form an assembly-type line to cut and paint the plywood components for 10 bat houses. We 

worked like a well-oiled machine for about 4 hours and got it all done. Phil will assemble 

them over the winter, with Sue’s help. 

  There was discussion about where to place them in the spring; the choices are groups of 

three houses mounted according to microclimate at Beard’s Recreation, Old Mill Park, Duba 

(aka Checkerberrry) Field, and the intersection of the Waterman Brook and  the Lamoille.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 Noel will look into the state’s permission to hang houses at the Waterman location. 

  Mounting presents some teensy difficulties, such as what to use that’s tall enough, but we 

will work those out. Pipe, dead trees, power poles, and 4x4 timbers might be used.  

 

SOLAR PROJECTS 

  The CC is not notified and has no say about solar projects, though our word might carry 

weight in different circumstances. We agreed that the Town Plan ought to have restrictions 

against certain solar siting. The Planning Commission is to start work on an enhanced energy 

plan this fall in order that they will have some standing in court on such matters.  

 

CONSERVATION FUND 

  Due to Eric’s absence, it wasn’t discussed in any depth. We need a list of places that should 

be conserved. We said that last time. We are running out of time. At the next meeting, 



 

 

everyone should have a list of places we think should be conserved and should have some idea 

what the Fund’s mission statement should be. Email any thoughts to Lois. 

  Lois and Eric will research conservation fund surveys used in other towns. They think a 

question that should be asked of the public is “what kind of land do you think ought to be 

conserved?” 

   

 

MISSING THE CANOE 

  You guys who didn’t make the meeting chose the wrong one to miss! Noel brought a Noel-

made maple cream pie with whipped cream and Dean brought a Dean-made lemon-infused 

poundcake with lemon curd glaze. Whew! We ate off of yellow paper plates that were left 

over from Noel’s wedding, which was 8 years ago that evening. Now that’s conservation of a 

resource! After getting a look at those magnificent offerings, Sue and Lois put away their 

paltry store-bought cookies for another meeting. They just didn’t fit the feast. 

  It is so fine to be us! 

 

MISC 

 Sue will bring the map of Johnson’s conserved lands to the next meeting. 

 Maple cream and lemon curd…who knew that heaven was so close? 

 

Adjourned at 8:45 

Next meeting is on Tuesday, November 14 at 6:30 at the Library 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 

 


