
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 21, 2017 

 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Eric Nuse, Noel Dodge, Dean Locke, Laura Branca, Louise von 

Weise, Ann Marie Bahr, Denise Krause 

 

The February minutes were approved. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

  Jeff Parsons was paid $100 for his March Gladness presentation. Sue submitted bills for 

reimbursement for flagging and blackout shades. The shades were provided at cost by Susan B 

Lovering Interiors. 

 

MARCH GLADNESS 

  Louise holds the all-time record for attendance at a March Gladness production; 39 people came 

to hear her swell tale of walking across Portugal with forays along the beach and into the cities. 

  Eric and Ron Kelly weren’t too far behind with their talk about the Green River Reservoir. Folks 

were spellbound by the gorgeous pictures of summer and stories about loon rescue, dragonflies, 

fish, far-out campsites, and other gems of nature and man coexisting. 

  So far, March Gladness has been a complete success. (Well, how surprising is that, anyway?) 

 

NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY 

  There’s nothing new to report. We’ll get caught up when Jeff Parsons talks next Sunday at the 

last March Gladness program about the Inventory. 

  Noel has been putting wildlife sightings on the NRI website and urges the rest of us to do the 

same, if they can figure it out. Some of us haven’t been that technologically erudite.  

  Denise recounts moose tracks in the cemetery and Ann Marie saw a raft of snow buntings over in 

her neck of the woods. (Moose Tracks in the Cemetery…the new CC country western hit?)  

 

GREEN UP DAY 

  Laura hasn’t had much response to her search for some family-friendly volunteer music to play 

on the Green. She will be advertising the activities on FPF before the day. 

  The plan so far: it’s expected that the Town crew will work all morning picking up bags. All bags 

should be back at the Green by 1:00. Hot dogs will be served until 2:00 and Suzanne Dodge may 

serve coffee. Laura will put a large town map on foamboard so people can highlight roads they 

plan to cover. 

  Unlike previous years, this Green Up is a real group project with everybody volunteering ideas 

and laffs. Cool, huh? 

JOURNEY’S END BRIDGE 

  After a bout of slithery dithering, Dean agreed to be the Johnson Conservation Commission 

Commissioner of Bridge Building, aka, the JCCCBB. We ought to get him a hat. The estimates we 

have for building the bridge are from 2015, so Dean will get new ones from a few builders.   

  What can we say, Dean? You’re good at everything. 



 

 

 

DOG ORDINANCE 

  Much to our unanimous disgust, the Selectboard saw no point in leashing dogs on town-owned 

trails. We decided to appear en masse at the next Selectboard meeting on April 17 at 7:00 to say 

our piece. Noel will follow up with Brian Story to see what we can do about making a change. 

 

INVASIVES 

  Sue will ask Rick Dyer to get involved in our knotweed outreach session. A public 

work/information session will take place at Journeys End and we’ll have a big bonfire to burn 

what we dig or cut. We’ll try a wetland-safe herbicide in a test patch in an effort to control new 

growth of knotweed along Foote Brook below the falls. Rick can help with herbicide use. 

  The date will be set at the next meeting. 

 

TRAIL MAPS 

  Dean reports that he’s added verbalage to reflect suggested additions to the Journey’s End trail 

map. Some ideas were kicked around for the back of the map but none were clear winners. 

 

TRAILS 

  Eric has heard nothing from the Green Mountain Club about going up to Gomo. He recommends 

working with them, as they can help with figuring a cost to build the new loop trail there. Trails 

and Greenways can also help. He feels that mapping and signage may be more important than 

actual construction of a trail.  

  This will be a two year process. 

  It seems that the ATVers are behaving themselves. 

 

MISC 

 Lois applied psychology (transparent, I might add) and the rest of those hooligans heaped 

abuse on this poor defenseless secretary for being just the teensiest bit late with the 

minutes on rare occasion, causing abject misery in this pure heart. 

           I need a cookie. 

 Verbalage?? 

 Our display and outreach at Town Meeting was all good.  

 The Rusty Patch Bumblebee is on the federal endangered list. It’s one of 6 or 7 

bumblebees native to Vermont that hasn’t been seen in Vermont since 1991. 

 A truly impressive river of yumyums meandered down the center of our table, including 

chocolate chip cookies, chocolate cookies with white chocolate chips, Dean’s hot feta-

spinach dip with chips, triscuits and cheddar, and brownies.  Isn’t it great to be us? 

 My apologies to Louise for misspelling her name for the last two years. It’s Weise and it’s 

pronounced Wizee. 

 Finally, Denise voiced an axiom that we can put to good use: “If people fall in love with 

nature, they’ll take care of nature.” 

 

Adjourned at 8:35.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 18, at the Library at 6:30. 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


