
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 21, 2017 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Eric Nuse, Noel Dodge, Louise von Weis, Ann Marie Bahr, 

Laura Branca. Absent: Dean Locke, Denise Krause. 

Guest: Lamoille County Forester Rick Dyer. 

 

The new treasurer was added to the agenda. 

 

The January minutes were approved. 

 

RICK DYER 

  Our new County Forester is a gem! He’s heavy into education, grabs “any chance to talk 

about healthy forests”, loves to work with communities and is willing to get involved with just 

about anything we suggested. A particular field of interest is invasives, both plant and insect, 

and he has knowledge of potentially useful wetland-rated herbicides that we might try at 

Journey’s End. He will send us information on those. 

  He also promised to help us with our spring knotweed workshop and with the Tree Board’s 

Arbor Day celebration. 

  Rick is especially interested in helping with forest management and has offered to help 

update Gomo’s management plan. After skeeter season, and after we have Arrowwood’s data 

on Gomo, we’ll do a day with him GPSing the boundaries to make sure of the acreage. The 

goal will be a new set of maps. We will contact him when we want to start the project; his 

suggestion is a date around September 30. 

  It was a pleasure having Rick, who felt quite gleeful about finding in the CC to be an 

enthusiastic and community-minded group with whom he could work. Stay tuned for swell 

stuff in the future! 

   

A NEW TREASURER 

  Anne Marie will act as our new treasurer, starting with the budget that Lois provided at the 

meeting. If you spend Conservation Commission money, please give her paperwork/email   

that reflects how much was spent and what it was spent for. 

 Many thanks, Ann Marie! 

 

JOURNEY’S END 

  Lois met with a state natural resource representative who saw no obstacles in building the 

bridge and promised a permit. He did suggest that cribbing should be added to the far bank 

for support. 

  The next step is to collect a few names of people who might build it and get proposals. 

 

 



 

 

CONSERVATION FUND 

  Eric researched the difference between a Conservation Fund and a Conservation Reserve 

Fund and suggested that we should do some outreach and publicity this summer around a 

conservation reserve fund to educate the public, then put it on the agenda for the 2018 Town 

Meeting in order to get it established. We would need to discuss how much money we’d need 

allocated and how we would go about it. Our discussion was favorable, though no vote was 

taken. 

 

MARCH GLADNESS TRACK TREKKING 

  We’ll do a snowshoe trek at Prindle on March 5 at 10:00 to track tracks, led by Eric and 

Noel. Due to track contamination, no dogs will be allowed to trek on the trek. Lois will pass 

out the small track field guides that tracker Eric trekked out for last year’s trek. Or was it the 

track trek before? When you make our kind of fun, who can keep track?  

  The next in the series will be Louise’s talk about her hike along the El Camino trail on the 

12th at the Library at 2:00, followed by Ron Kelly and Eric talking about the Green River 

Reservoir on the 19th. 

   

NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY 

  Lois talked with Jeff Parsons about his speaking at the fourth (March 26) March Gladness 

program and hasn’t yet heard back from him. He thought it was a possibility but as of the 

meeting hadn’t committed. We voted to offer payment not to exceed $200, with the great 

hope that it would be a whole lot less. 

  Sue reported that Greg Tatro gave permission for Arrowwood to survey their parcel.  

 

ANIMAL ORDINANCE 

  The Selectboard met the same evening as our meeting and Laura’s version of the new 

ordinance was on their agenda. If they pass it, there will be a public meeting. We all hope 

this will finally go somewhere. 

 

TOWN FOREST RECREATION PLANNING GRANT 

  Lois and Sue attended a day-long informational meeting in Bethel and got great cookies and 

the news that no actual grant money would be forthcoming to Johnson from this program. 

However, Rick Dyer expressed an interest in it and we would be happy to work with him if he 

should pursue it. 

 

GREEN UP DAY 

  Laura has a bunch of feelers out to folks who might be interested in helping out and is 

waiting to hear back from them. She’s got swell ideas and it looks like she might just be the 

person who makes Johnson’s Green Up memorable.  

  Denise will grill hot dogs. 

 

                                                                (More) 



 

 

TOWN MEETING DISPLAY 

  Several Boards have been asked to set up displays of their activities in the gym at Town 

Meeting in an effort to let townspeople get to know their volunteers. Sue will set up maps of 

our parcels, probably Journey’s End, Gomo and Prindle, paired with photos that might entice 

people onto them.  

 

MISC: 

 Noel forgot to bring a maple cream pie to this meeting so was gently reminded that, 

as a result, he’d have to bring two pies to the next meeting. If he keeps forgetting, 

by July the CC will have enough Dodge pies to set up our own pie table at TNL. The 

Historical Society has nothing to worry about competition-wise, since we’d just eat 

‘em all ourselves. 

 Sue badgered everybody into attending the Tree Board’s Arbor Day tree planting 

festivities on May 5. They’ll plant two or three trees in the village and will most 

likely have plenty of cookies on hand.  

 There’s nothing new on the trail maps project. 

 Denise was laid up with a recently-operated-upon knee, so asked to be included in 

the meeting via conference call. It didn’t work out technologically but it sure 

illustrated Denise’s devotion. 

 It’s too bad she missed it because there was a truly impressive array of yumyums 

stretched down the center of the table. Do we do it right or what? We’ve got terrific 

bakers! 

 

Adjourned at 9:00 

Next meeting is on March 21, 2017, at the Library at 6:30 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


