
 

 

JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 17, 2017 

 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Dean Locke, Noel Dodge, Eric Nuse, Laura Branca,  

Louise von Weis. Absent: Ann Marie Bahr, Denise Krause. Guest: Bill Bruner 

 

Discussions about Arbor Day and the Library shades were added to the agenda. 

 

The December minutes were approved. 

 

NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY…AGAIN 

  Is this Groundhog Day or what? Once again, we have no word from Arrowwood or anyone else 

and time is marching on toward May. Permission to survey has only been obtained for four 

parcels. We took the moose by the horns and re-assigned some properties whose owners are 

to be contacted for permission. Send in results to Noel as soon as approval is/isn’t granted. 

Arrowwood won’t do site work unless/until they have enough parcels to make it worth their 

while to travel here. 

  At this point it appears that something may be taken out of the work that needs to be done 

because of the late start. 

 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

  A bunch of us participated. Noel has no results compiled yet; he’ll send them out when he 

does.  

 

GREEN UP DAY 

  Is this deja-vu or what? Once again, Laura has been named the new coordinator for Green Up 

on May 6. (This time for real!). She has great ideas and is working on the details. Suggestions 

for the menu include hot dogs for the down-to-earthers and tofu pops and knotweed crumble 

for the other sorts. We need to find volunteers to cook the wienies and we need to do 

marketing. Eric proposed doing trail cleanup as well, on the Rail Trail and town properties. 

 

TRAIL MAPS 

  Dean has produced a whopper of a swell illustrated trail map that’ll be the envy of every 

trail-minded town around. It’s unique, just like its creator. He’ll add boundaries and other 

details and send us a final copy to peruse. 

 

JOUNEY’S END BRIDGE 

  Lois has sent a form for permission to the state and hasn’t heard anything. Keeping things 

consistent, she hasn’t received the JE donor list from Lydia Menendez yet either.  

 

 



 

 

MARCH GLADNESS 

  There was discussion with no plans laid. 

 

LIBRARY SHADES 

  We agreed by consensus that we would support paying half the expense to furnish blackout 

shades in the three windows that were not done last year. No more than $200 will be paid.  

Sue will ask the Library to cover the remaining half of the cost. 

 

ARBOR DAY 

  Sue reported that the Tree Board will celebrate Arbor Day by planting a couple of trees and 

asked that CC members attend the festivities on May 5. 

   

 

 MISC: 

 Noel did the Mid-Winter Eagle Count and saw nothing. Somebody else saw one adult 

bald eagle at Waterbury Reservoir perched on a perch and quite possibly eating a 

perch. Apparently he’d been ice fishing. 

 Friends of the Green Reservoir membership doubled after Eric posted his request for 

support on FPF. 

 Lois and Sue will attend the upcoming Town Forest Recreation Planning Summit in 

Bethel. 

 We will invite County Forester Rick Dyer to the next meeting. 

 We munched on Ingrid’s nut bars (yum yum!), Dean’s time-honored favorite, rice 

krispie marshmallow bars with a tasteful sprinkling of chocolate chips, and Sue’s Carr’s 

lemon crème gingersnaps. Needless to say, Sue did no baking. 

 

Adjourned at 8:50. 

Next meeting is on Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 at the Library 

Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


