
JOHNSON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 

Present: Lois Frey, Sue Lovering, Dean Locke, Jared Jasinski, Noel Dodge, Eric Nuse 
Absent: Jackie Stanton, Denise Krause 
Guests: Jacob Vandorn, Kelly Vandorn, Kim Dunckley, Walter Pomroy, Jens Hilke 
 
DONATION OF PRINTS 
  A citizen has offered to donate 14 non-original Audubon prints and a silk screened print of the 
Champlain basin to the CC to be sold to raise funds for the Conservation Reserve Fund. Some 
need to be matted or framed. The motion was passed to accept them. 
 
WEATHERIZATION 
  It was requested that the CC hold a workshop for Energy Vermont about weatherization. The 
CC passed a motion to decline. Lois suggested the town’s energy coordinator could do it. 
  
TRAILS 
  Walter reports good feedback on his plan to build trails on the Talc property. He plans to 
attend our meetings whenever we want to discuss the project. 
 
GOMO 
  The illegal tree stand is still there, complete with truck tracks to it. 
  Norm Larow has a walk-behind brush hog that could be used around and in the foundations 
and surrounding area. Should we hire him? We still need to do apple tree release and finish the 
stands of small trees that Dave Lamell missed when he hogged last year. 
VASA has improved some trails and added signage to stay on the trails. Too bad they can’t 
dynamite the tree stand. 
 
COMMUNITY VALUES MAPPING 
  Jens Hilke presented the concept of gathering the community’s preferences by creating small 
groups who mark what they value on maps, which would all be integrated onto one final map. 
There are two ways to do it: by holding one event for everyone or by going to different groups 
(ex.: fire station, historical society, elementary school, etc.). Jens ran a mini mapping session 
for us, which was worth a thousand words. 
  We decided to begin this project, working with the Planning Commission, after the holidays. 
The basics: 

 Jens will lead the sessions and two of us will be the facilitator and note-taker.  

 An agenda of five categories will be set, such as scenic areas, recreation, places to 
protect/view wildlife, historical). We can mine the reserve fund surveys for topics. 

 Use the ‘this is all about you’ approach. This information will be used as  a guide for 
future actions. 

 Groups will contain about 8 members who will have about 10 minutes to mark the map. 
Jens will allow 45 minutes for discussion about how-to. In the event of a single large 
meeting, small groups will present their high spots. He’ll do up to five sessions and is 
available on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday nights. 

 Jens wraps up the meeting by presenting commonalities between the groups’ opinions. 
He makes the final map and gives a copy to the CC and to the Planning Commission. 

 We’d like to have a village map as well as a town-wide one. 



 We can use existing information from VASA, VAST, birders, etc. 
 

MISC 
 State biologist Eric Sorenson will meet with Noel to survey McCuin’s Island on Friday,  

          September 20. 

 Redstart has finished spraying the knotweed and honeysuckle at Beard’s and Journey’s 
End. 

 The fall’s projects include apple tree release at Gomo, finishing clearing the Gomo field 
and shoveling woodchips onto the Journey’s End trail, for which we have a few offers of 
help from community members and plenty of chips. 

 75% of raptors die during their first winter.  
 Dean says he “hasn’t baked in forever.” We know, Dean. 

 
 
Adjourned at 8:50 
The next meeting is on October 8, 2019 at 6:45 at the Library 
Submitted by Sue Lovering, Secretary 


